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N  writing  tlieso  paj^.o.'^  the  author  has  liad  in  view  the 
aim  to  pk'aso  aiu!  satisfy,  uot  antiquarians  oi'  s[)e- 
cialists  ill  liistoric  lori'.  but  busy  men  in  all  traih'S. 
pursuits,  and  profi'ssions,  who  have  an  interest  and 
pridr  in  their  State,  and  A\  isli  lo  luue  in  their  hanchs  a  story  of 
its  annals  in  readable  form.  Thris  the  facts  and  events  nn»st 
worth  knowini;  have  been  selected,  and  grouped  in  su(di  a  wa}' 
as  l»fst  to  hold  the  attention  and  impress  the  mcuiory. 

We  have  attempted  to  e([ua]ize  the  ti-ealment  of  every  part 
of  t!ie  State,  and  not  to  make  ]U'ouiinent  any  one  ]»ortion  at  the 
e\|)ense  of  the  others.  Still  some  may  com]ilain  that  too  mucli 
"iiist(u-y"  has  beeu  made  of  the  territory  li(do\v  the  Harlem 
K'i\ci'."  It  will  have  to  be  co!iceded.  ho\v(n'er,  by  these  critics, 
that,  a.^  jtopidation  by  civilized  men  first  occurred  in  this  vi(dnity, 
natiiiaily  earlier  tinu's  would  tine]  events  for  rec(U'<l  to  be  hap- 
i"  ninu-  maiidy  there  l>efore  the  wilderness  of  nuddle,  northern, 
and  western  New  York"  was  peojiled  by  the  whites,  not  much  can 
be  di<ro\rred  that  \\-ill    point  a  moi'al  or  a<h>rn  a  tal(\" 

dnst  before  we  went  to  press,  a]>peared  Prof.  John  Fiske's 
twi.  volniiM's  on  "The  Dutch  and  (Quaker  T'olonies."  We  were 
startle<I  to  I'ead  in  his  jiaues  a  circumstantial  account  of  a 
rreiirh  fort,  or  villa.ue,  or  city,  called  Xoruud)e-a,  on  the  tongue 
of  iaml  juftim;-  out  into  the  now  mui-evistent  Collect  Pond,  on 
Maidiattan  Island.  Tt  seenu'd  at  fii'st  as  if  we  would  have  to 
re\\  rite  oiu'  of  our  chapters.  P.iit  as  we  read  this  |>assa!2,e  with 
;^'reater  cai-e,  we  came  to  the  c(Uiclusion  that  the  aruumentat ion 
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was  nioi'o  iiiironious  and  fa*;cina1  iiiu'  (as  are  all  Professor  Fiskc's 
writini^s )  than  conN  int  in,^.  lie  builds  Ids  ari;uni<Mil  w  irli  too 
niucji  confidence  en  the  iiia])s  n{  ancient  <'X]doi-ers.  Tlie  hew  i Id<'r- 
injj^  and  aniazinu  inaccuracies  of  these  maps,  e\'en  under  Pi-ofes- 
sor  I'Mslce's  handlini;-,  wifli  a  li'tle  touidi  of  sjiecial  ph-adiii.u'  in  it. 
do  not  fnrnisli  a  sutlit  ient  aruuuieni  foi'  setting  aside  w  liat  seems 
to  be  a  hard  fact — tliat  Ilenrv  Hudson  \\as  tlie  first  l-^nronean 
explorer  to  sail  up  the  ri\  er  name<l  after  him,  and  to  set  his  eyes 
on  the  beautiful  island  called  Mannahatta  by  the  Indians,  and 
Manhattan  by  the  Dutch  and  English. 
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CJIAJ^TER  I. 

THE  BKGINXIXGS  OF  lOMPIRE. 

■M<_)X(  5  the  iiioiiilH'i'.s  of  the  Union  constitui  ing  the  l\e- 
publie  of  the  United  ^States  of  Aniei-ica.  the  title  of 
Empire  State  lias  h)ng-  been  accorded  to  New  York. 
Perhaps  it  can  be  iraced  to  no  less  a  source  tlian  the 
hand  of  "Washington  liiniself,  "when,  acknowledging  tlie  receipt 
of  tlie  !-'ree(loni  of  Xew  York  City,  in  December,  178-1,  he  alluded 
to  our  State  as    at  present  tlie  seat  of  the  Empire." 

No  longer  tlie  i»olitical  center  as  in  the  days  of  the  C<jntinental 
Congress  and  the  beginning  of  l'\'deral  flovernment,  she  has 
attained  Em])ire  in  another  sense,  Avhicli  the  accidents  and  in- 
trigues of  politics  can  never  take  away  from  her.  Yet  though 
she  leads  the  Union  to-day  in  population,  in  wealth,  ii»  commerce, 
|>ei-Iia])s,  also,  iu  manufactures  a.nd  industries  of  many  sorts, 
hei'  j»eop]e  can  not  claim  all  tlie  credit  of  this  circumstance  for 
Ihemsehcs.  It  is  <lue,  also,  largely  to  circumstances  over  which 
tliey  liad  no  control.  They  simply  fouml  a  matchless  combina- 
tion of  natni-al  features  of  immense  benefit  to  them,  if  disposed 
to  imi»ro\e  tln'm  diligently. 

.The  sitmiti(Ui  of  her  metroj)o1is  at  tlu'  mouth  of  the  Hudson 
was  m)t  nuire  favorable  to  its  becomiug  the  Queen  of  American 
Coniniei-ce  than  the  entire  configuration  of  the  interior  of  the 
State  was  calculated  to  give  later  populations  a  gr<^at  advantage 
in  tlie  race  for  commercial  and  industrial  suprcunacy  upon  which 
the  Thirl  ecu  Coloni(^s  started  Avhen  they  had  b(M'onie  independent 
States,  and  lunl  begun  to  bid  for  the  business  of  the  world  as 
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one  of  tlic  f;uiiil,\'  of  luitiniis.  Her  iii;iiiy  uic;i(  riv<'i-s,  tlow  iiiL;  in 
every  diroetioii,  ;il  ti  iidcd  h_\  coiix  ciiionl  \  ;illo\  s,  and  iiiakiiiL; 
passau'cw  a.v  s  tIiroUL;!i  iiioiinfaiu  raii.!4<'S,  o( lioi-wisr  foi  liiddiiiL;- 
or  iiisiiriiiouii  I  a  Idc,  Ikinc  always  iiiadi'  New  Ynvk  the  natural, 
iuvitiii.u,  iiK'vil  aide  Iduhw  ay  (d' t  raiVir  lid  w  ciai  the  Xorl  li  and  I  lie 
8oiitli,  l)e(\\(M'n  (lie  farther  ^^'es(  and  the  scal)i>r<lcriii!4  I^last, 
at  every  sla;j,r  in  the  cxolniion  of  trade,  from  the  ru<l<'si  forms 
of  it  in  prijnit  days  to  the  highly  comiilicatcd  cliararicr  and 
vast  V(dnnu'  it  has  assumed  in  <»tir  day  of  steam  and  elect  rieity. 

It  lias  becouH'  abumlantly  nianif(  st  l»y  tlie  e\en[  that  ICmpiro 
in  the  sense  of  sn[iremary  o\-er  her  sister  ^Stales,  in  many  i>artie- 
nlars  altariies  to  New  Yorlc.  It  is  inf erestini;,  t lu  i-efore,  to  note 
also  the  enrious  pi'oniise  (d'  precedence  that  may  he  read  in  the 
recoi'ds  of  ]»eriods  far  antedating;  hiimati  history.  In  the  dim 
rei;ions  of  a  i;eoloi:ic  past,  incalculably  distaid,  we  b(di(dd  the 
territory  of  Xew  "^'oi-k  rising  to  the  sni-face  of  the  alnmst  nni- 
versal  waters,  to  become  "land"  as  <lisi  inuuisheil  frnm  "  s<^a,"' 
bef(ji-e  that  <d'  any  other  portion  of  th<"  Union.  This  constitutes 
the  roclsS  of  New  York,  ;is  some  oiu'  has  ajitly  said,  "the  Ohl 
Testament  of  ^(Mllo^y,"  at  least  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

When  Azoic  ''I'inie.  with  its  lifeless,  or  perhai>s  only  comjjara- 
ti\  ely  lifeless,  rocks  had  passed  aA\  ay,  ami  I'aleozoic  Time  beuan 
to  v.rite  its  I'ecords  of  anci<'rd  and  \anished  forms  of  life  in 
layers  of  stone,  the  most  ])rimitiv<'  forms  of  all  made  up  the 
Silurian  Aiic  m-  Aiic  uf  Mollusks,  auU  the  Devoniau  A^^e,  or 
A<i,e  of  TTslies.  Iteuinnin^  at  a  distance  in  time  whose  liuures 
AVould  make  ns  dizzy,  the  lowest  (or  eai-Iiesi  )  American  division 
of  the  Silurian  A-e  is  called  the  INdsdam  Period,""  liecause 
the  sandstone  rocks  lound  at  Potsdam,  in  St.  Lawrence^  County, 
are  traced  to  that  early  dat(.'  in  the  <-arlirs  history.  So  other 
divisions  in  ]ii-imordial  au'e  are  the  'J'renton  Period,  named  so 
after  tlie  ro(dvS  about  Trenton  I'alls,  north  (d'  Plica;  the  Htnlsou 
Period,  unmistakably  deri\eil  from  a  New  York  locality;  as  is 
also  the  Niagara  I'eriotl,  whose  ro(d<;s  ha\t'  been  revealed  to  the 
eye  bv  the  erosions  of  the  mauinticent  cataract. 
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'I'lie  l•or]^s  of  tlie  iioxt  [ht'kmI,  the  Salina,  arc  tliose  the  salt- 
bi'ai'iu.u'  Ix'ds  of  Cfiilral  Xcw  ^'orl<,  near  Syracuse;  while  llic 
latest  di\'isioii  of  tbis  loii^- a:j,()  a^c,  tli<'  Lo\\  (  r  I fclderltcri;  Period, 
reveals  its  I'oilcs  in  tlie  ]|eldcrlier,u  ^loinilaiiis,  not  far  soiitli  of 
Albany.  .\s  A\e  i;d  n[)  tlie  scale  of  tiinc  tliroui;li  the  next  la(<'r  or 
Devonian  A_i;e,  we  conic  across  the  names  of  Oi'iskany,  fajiions 
in  I{ev(dnl ionary  annals,  and  of  the  "  Sidmharie  .li'rit  "  in  tho 
Corniferons  Period;  Ifaniillitn,  ('lieniiiui:,  and  Catskill  Periods 
aj^ain  remind  us  of  well  known  loealitios  within  tlie  bor<lers  of 
the  r]mpire  State,  wliere  rocks  tell  the  st(»ry  of  the  building-  up 
of  tlio  continent. 

And  what  is  the  story  these  names  tell?  ^^'hat  is  the  mean- 
ing of  this  nomenclature 
in  geology?  As  we  read 
these  names  we  seem  to 
see  the  huge  continent 
lying  Iteneath  the  circnm- 
incunibent  ocean,  lifting- 
its  Titanic  shoulder  above 
the  watery  surface.  A  lit- 
tle farther  northward, 
where  now  we  call  the 
country  Canada,  even 
Azoic  time  had  not  been  able  to  suppress  the  rising  land.  The 
nucleus  of  Xortli  America  must  be  traced  here.  ]>ut  when  Life 
Time  first  succeeded  Lifeless  Time,  a  lyoini  of  the  Pepublic  near 
the  St.  Lawrence  came  also  to  the  surface  near  Potsdam. 

The  good  work  begun  extended  soulliward  toward  Utica,  then 
westward  to  the  upper  Hudson;  next  as  a  pioneer  toward  the 
Western  hori/on  arose  a  bit  of  New  York  along  the  Niagara, 
followed  np  by  the  intervening  territory  around  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  salty  lake  ne:ir  Syi'acuse,  and  with  an  excursion 
toward  the  high  ground  below  Albany  at  the  end  of  the  Silurian 
Age.  Tlie  l)e\'onian  Age  saw  still  more  conrplete  resurrections 
fi'om  the  sea  for  New  York  Stare,  until  tlu.'  Catskill  Mountains 
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had  polvcd  their  Infty  proiiioul oiics  ;il>n\('  the  \\jit('i',  and  at  the 
tdosc  (d'  the  of  I'ishcs  tin-  (nulioii  (d'  the  Slate  al)(»\('  tlie 

Hi^lihmds  of  the  Hudson  had  inctty  nearly  enier;;ed  as  j»er- 
inanent  hind.  1"he  hurstin^  of  ihe  lliuldands  bari'ier,  and  tlie 
lU>\v  (d'  the  Ihidson  to  tlie  ocean  as  now,  eariie  later.  " 'i'he 
raising;  (»f  New  Vorl;  State  onl  of  w  alei-,  at  llie  elose  of  the  J  )evo- 
num,"  remarlss  !*r(d"essor  Dana,  "snu^ests  tliat  from  that  tinn' 
tlie  Hndson  N'alley  \\  ;is  a  stream  of  li'esli  water." 

The  valley  itself,  and  its  cont  in na I  ion  n(trl]i  as  the  ('hani[)lain 
Valle}',  date  from  the  (dose  of  the  lowei-  Silnriaii.  (_)ne  more  a^e 
intervened  before  we  ]tass  from  the  J'aleozoic  or  Olddife  Time, 
t<»  the  Mesozoic  oi'  Mi<hlledife  Time,  and  dni'inu  tins  the  I'ali- 
sade.s  alony  the  lower  Hudson  were  shot  np  as  nndten  fire-rot  l<s 
tlirou^;h  the  layei's  of  de[>osited  or  sand-roclcs.  Then  wheu  the 
Cenozoic  or  New-life  Time  had  hnally  eoine,  and  anima.ls,  some- 
what m<»re  lik<'  su(  h  as  we  know  them  now,  and  men,  had  come 
upon  the  scene,  in  the  I'artiest  or  ( !  lacial  l']])orh  of  this  Time,  it  is 
sui>posed  the  at  tion  of  ihe  movinij,  ^laeieis  opened  a  wa}'  for  the 
great  fresh-water  lake  (d'  the  Hudson  and  Champlain  \alleys 
tlirouj^h  till'  IliL;hland.-~,  (  lianuinu  the  lake  into  a  narrower,  llow- 
inL'  ri\er,  holding  a  majestic  course  past  the  I'alisades  to  tho 
southward  sea. 

Now,  A\  hen  w  as  all  this?  Shall  we  compiit<'  the  years  and  cen- 
turies? AVhaf  A\ill  he  the  L^ood  of  it.  W'e  shall  neither  lie  able 
to  coiu])reliend  nor  to  remember.  Take  the  (juite  recent  (ilaeial 
Epoch  "when  oiu-  noble  Hudson  became  the  (h'lifiht  which  it 
now  is  to  adniirin;^  tourists.  Astronomical  experts,  ])\ittin;j,  their 
heads  toi;(dher  w  ith  mastt'rs  (d'  Lieido^y,  t(dl  ns  that  "  the  (ilacial 
I'>po(di  was  coim  ident  w  ith  the  last  jteriod  of  liii^h  eccentricity  of 
the  earth's  orbit."  Now  astronomy  has  tiie  (hita  f(U'  measuiing 
time,  and  it  says  that  this  period,  wheii  the  earth's  orliit  a\  as  most 
eccentric,  or  least  like  a  iiei-fect  circle,  began  240,000  yeai's  ag<^ 
and  ended  Stl,000  years  ago.  Star!  back.  then,  friuii  this  latest 
scene  in  the  transformation  of  New  Vork's  mi>st  prominent  geo- 
graidiical  feature,  at  least  SO, 000  years  ago,  and  imagine,  if  yuu 
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c;ni,  how  far  back  it  must  Iw  to  Ihc  rotsdam  IN'i  iod  of  the  tellu- 
rian A^o,  in  Paleozoic  'rime,  wiien  New  Yorlc.  tirsl  of  all  the 
States  of  the  j;epii!)lic,  ai>iie;ire(l  al>ove  the  surface  of  the  ocean 
and  begau  its  care<'r  as  a  [tart  of  I  he  Xorih  American  Continent. 
We  need  not  calculate  the  ]necise  date  in  i;(M)loi."ic  histoT-y  when 
otliei'  p(trtions  of  the  Union  came  to  the  to]t,  (o  be  sure  that  the 
l']mi)ire  .State  had  precedence  in  tiiis  j'espt'ct  also  by  a  con- 
siderable figure. 

Another  ]iromise,  or  prophecy,  of  later  conditions  for  New 
York,  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  earliest  human  occupati(jn 
of  New  York  territory.  In  a  past  riiuch  less  remote  than  the  one 
we  liave  beeji  trying  to  calculate,  but  still  nnudi  antedaling-  dis- 
covery ami  settlement  by  civilized  men,  man  in  the  savage  or 
barbarous  stage  had  already  made  the  soil  of  New  York  the 
seat  of  Empiie  in  a  most  remarkable  and  undeniable  manner. 
I'or  it  was  liere  that  was  formed  and  developed  the  "League 
of  the  Ti'oquois,"  or  the  confedei-acy  of  the  "  ]'^ive  Nations." 

"The  immiMliate  dominion  of  the  lro(juois,'''  says  liancroft, 
"stretched  from  the  bordei's  of  \'ermont  to  western  New  York; 
from  the  laices  to  the  h«\ndwaters  of  tlie  Ohio,  the  Susquelianna, 
and  the  Delaware.  .  .  .  Their  political  importance  was  in- 
creased by  their  conquests.  Not  only  di<1  they  claim  some  su- 
premacy in  nortlieru  New  JOngland  as  far  as  Die  Ivennebec,  and 
to  the  south  as  far  as  New  HaNcii — the  peninsula  of  Upi)er 
Canada  Mas  their  hunting-held  by  right  of  war;  they  liad  ex- 
terminated or  reduced  tlie  Eries,  d\\elling  to  the  south  of  Lake 
I'-rie;  .  .  .  they  had  trium]diantly  inva(h'<l  the  tribes  of  the 
west  as  far  as  Illinois;  lli<'ir  '\\arriors  had  rea(died  the  soil  of 
Kentucky  and  western  ^'irginia."  Surely  a  dominion  so  vast 
is  a  plienomenon  \\-orlhy  of  study,  especially  Avhen  the  seat  of 
this  I'hupire,  as  of  a  later  one  alhuh^I  to  in  NYashington's  letter, 
was  clearly  within  the  boi^h'rs  of  jhe  Stale  of  New  York,  where 
^\•ere  th(^  (h\elling  jibu-es,  the  villages,  an<l  council  hres  of  the 
Vlvv  Nations  (afterward  Six)  who  achieved  so  extende<l  a  sii- 
Jireuiacy  over  tlieii-  fellow-natives. 
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or  the  six  great  jj.i'inips  or  families  of  Indians,  tribes  re])resent- 
ing  the  AluoiKiuins  and  tlie  Iroquois  (K-eu]iie(l  tiie  tei'j'itory  of  the 
State. of  New  ^'ork,  as  as  ('ana<hi,  to  the  north  of  it.  'I'he 

Iro(iuois  were  originallv  only  one  nation,  and  but  few  in  TiunibeT 
at  that.  The}'  \[\v<\  near  Montreal,  on  the  north  baid<  o!  the  t^t. 
Lawi-ence  ]{i\er,  and  they  wvvo  in  snbj(  rtifni  to  the  trilx'  of  the 
Adirondacs,  a  branrh  of  the  Ali;onqiiin  family.  They  learned 
the  art  of  husbandry,  rude  as  it  Mas  in  those  days,  from  their 
masters.  But  as  instruction  of  so  useful  a  nature  was  offset 
by  cruelty  and  oppression,  the  Iroijuois  finally  rose  in  rebellion 
to  the  rule  of  the  .Vdirondacs,  seeking  to  throw  it  off.  Failing 
in  this,  for  in  strange  contrast:  with  their  later  irresistible 
prowess,  they  were  but  a  feeble  folk  then,  they  determiiK.'d  to 
escape  their  troiUjles  by  emigration.  Thus  they  put  their  belong- 
ings in  canoes,  worked  their  way  up  the  St.  Lawrence  IJiver 
till  the  shores  widentnl  into  the  blue  lake  of  Ontario.  They 
risked  the  perils  of  the  deep,  crossed  the  lake,  and  paddled  their 
way  up  the  Oswego  lki\er  into  the  interior  of  our  })resent  State. 

They  no^v  divided  themselves  into  separate  bands.  One  band 
went  eastward  atid  established  its  village  at  Ganegahaga,  or 
Utica,  becoming  known  later  as  the  tribe  of  the  ]\[<diawks,  often 
a  synonym  in  later  days  not  only  for  the  whole  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, but  for  all  that  A\  as  savage  and  cru<d  among  Indians.  The 
tribes  ^ifterward  distinguished  as  the  Oneidas  an<l  the  Onon- 
dagas  remaiuetl  one  band  for  some  years;  then  they  broke  up 
into  two,  one  settling  at  Ganoahdiale,  east  of  Oneida  Lake, 
the  other  in  the  Onondaga  V^alley.  The  later  Cayugas  ami 
Senecas  also  were  one  baud  at  tirst,  then  separated  and  devel- 
oped each  into  an  inde[iendent  trilte,  one  near  Cayuga  Lak(^,  the 
other  on  the  vSeneca  lli\'er.  At  tirst  the  five  tribes  thus  gradually 
formed  out  of  the  single  Iro(juois  nation,  remaine(I  <livided.  Not 
only  was  there  no  league  as  yet,  in  s](ite  of  this  common  famil\ 
origin,  but  they  were  even  hostile  to\vard  ea<di  other,  and  more 
than  once  entered  njion  the  warpath  with  its  att<'ndant  horrors 
of  depredation  and  torture. 
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lUit  the  ]»i'c"<snr('  of  ('(uniiioii  enemies  of  the  Al.i;(>n(|uin  race 
reniiiKled  them  •>{  the  rh-iims  (tf  hrntherhiMid,  and  taught  thcui 
the  advantai;es  (>f  union,  ft  is  uncertain  w  hen  llu'  l.eai;u('  of  the 
V\y<'  Nations  Avas  tirst  formed.  I-ewis  ^Morgan  puts  it  as  ea,rly  as 
Ix't ween  1  100  and  14.~iO,  w  iuh'  rarl^cman  ,i;i\'es  as  its  <late  about 
a  ceninry  l»efort'  the  Dutch  came  into  contact  with  the  Con- 
fedt  racy,  (»r  bel  ween  loK)  and  l.")]  !.  'I'liere  did  not  fail  to  enter 
h'gcndary  or  mythical  (dements  into  the  account  of  its  orij^in, 
as  tohl  by  the  Indians  themsehcs.  Tliey  attributed  tlu^  scheme 
tliat  had  such  tremendous  and  sutdi  lasting  consequences  to  one 
Ilayo-wentha,  in  A\hom  we 
may,  without  nimdi  diriicnlly, 
reco.mii/.e  the  n\ore  familiar 
liiiiire  of  Iliawallia,  imm(U'tal- 
ized  l»y  our  Loniift'llow.  .Vt  any 
rate,  tlie  h_'ai;iie  was  formed, 
and  for  the  })ur]M»se  representa- 
tives of  tlie  live  tribes  met  in 
council  at  tlu'  seat  of  the  (Juon- 
dagas,  near  Syracuse,  the  cen- 
tral tril)e. 

It  is  well  to  stop  right  here 
and  get  a  gortd  \  iew  of  the  peo- 
jtle  we  are  dealing  with.  What 
stage  did  they  occupy  in  the  evoluti(tn  of  civilization?  A  Avord 
as  to  this  is  not  only  interesting  in  its(df,  as  placing  in  the 
right  light  b<'foi'e  us  the  nations  of  nu'n  avIio  dwelt  in  America 
before  ever  it  bei'ame  the  a<loj)ted  "'habitat  of  imported  races 
fi'om  Ivarope:  l)ni  it  will  ser\'e  a  iiseftd  puri»ese  in  making  some- 
whiit  more  creilible  the  formation  of  this  remarkaole  confedera- 
tion among  men  wlnun  we  should  hardly  ha\"e  thought  ca[)able 
of  it.  It  so  happens  that  the  uiost  careful  and  painstaking  histo- 
rians of  Th(-  L(  ague  of  the  lro(piois,"  has  also  given  in  a  later 
bo(/k  "  Am-ient  Society."  A\  hat  is  c(>nsidered  as  the  most  sci(Mi- 
lilic  analysis  of  t  he  progress  of  ci\  ilizat  ion. 


if.  V      -^^l^J     f  \ 
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Mr.  I^ow  is  II.  .M(»i\:;;iM  (li\  i(]('.s  the  history  of  ion  info 

the  three  j^euernlly  accojil cd  stages  of  savagery,  barharism,  and 
civilization  i)ro[K'r.  The  stai;e  of  savagery  he  (livi<l<'s  again  into 
tliree  steps  or  j>eriods:  the  lower,  ^\•hen  men  subsist  on  nuts  and 
fruits,  re(jnii'ing  no  siciil  oi'  labor  to  obtain;  the  middlo,  whi-u 
men  have  learm'd  to  catcli  tish,  and  the  use  of  lire  to  eook  them; 
the  higher,  when  the  b(»\v  and  arrow  have  been  inv('uti'd,  and 
men  extend  their  I'angc  of  jirovisions  and  tlit-ir  })ossibility  of 
sustaining  life  for  larger  numbers  by  giving  themselves  to  the 
museular  and  mental  exertions  of  the  chase.  All  of  the  Indians 
on  the  Amei'iean  Continent  had  j-eacdicd  this  higher  or  last  step 
in  the  stage  of  savagei-y.  It  is  said  that  some  tribes  in  Austral- 
asia are  as  far  back  in  this  evolution  as  the  middle  or  even  loMcr 
periods,  liaving  no  kiu)wledge  of  the  bow  and  arrow. 

The  next  .stage,  or  barbarism,  may  be  chararterized  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  as  marked  l)y  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  pottery.  Its 
lower  or  fu-st  p<n-iod  reveals  the  practice  of  a  rud(^  agi'iculture, 
the  feeblest  coaxing  of  the  soil  to  3'ield  its  jn-odncts,  without 
as  yet  any  domestication  of  animals.  The  middle  or  second 
period  of  barbarism  sees  animals  domesticated  in  Euroi)e,  but 
not  yet  in  America;  the  people  here  being  entitled  to  be  classed 
as  of  this  stage  or  period,  because  ol'  tin-  use  of  adobe  brick'  and 
stone  f(U'  buildiTig.  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  by  irrigation; 
also  the  use  of  coi)iier  is  now  percei^■ed.  The  higher  or  third 
period  uiuh'r  this  hea<l  is  distinguished  by  the  fact  that  nuui  have 
learned  to  smelt  ir<ui  ore,  and  to  use  the  metal  resulting  there- 
from for  tools  and  weapons.  CUvilization  proper  emerges  from 
bai-barisni  ^\•illl  the  use  of  the  alpliabet.  In  the  Old  Wiudd  t  he 
riKenicians,  I']gvptians,  and  Hebrews  (Occupy  this  ]»osition. 

It  is  not  thouglit  Scientific  to  consider  any  of  tho  ])eoples  in 
Amei'ica  as  thus  far  advanced,  ra  spite  of  the  remarkable  devel- 
o]uuenf  appearing  like  ci\ili/,ation  among  tlie  ^fexicans  ami 
IN'ruvians,  even  though  iu  .Alexico  the  pictvire  writing  was  very 
closely  on  the  track  of  a  real  alphabet.  These  Americans  had 
n<d  even  attained  the  "  iron"  stage,  to  which  must  be  assigned 
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the  (lorman  tvil»cs  of  aiu  iciit  luiropc  Only  tlin-e  of  the  periods 
of  (.'ivili/.al  ion  tlms  cai-cfuily  (litlVrent  ia  led  iiia\  !)<■  fouiul  rejire- 
seuted  amouii'  the  Indians  in  iliis  lieniis^dici'"'.  'J"1k'  higher  sav- 
agery to  wldeh  most  of  tlie  wandering  trilx's  belonged,  the  ]o\\er 
barbarism,  A\iiere  we  may  pbice  our  ^loliawks  and  tlieir  eon- 
fedi'i-ates;  and  thi'  micblle  barluuisia,  no  liigher  tiian  wliieh  may 
\\  v  classify  the  peo[)le  of  i[exie(»  and  J'eru. 

We  have,  then,  ju'eeisely  loeaied  our  friends  of  tln^  Iroquois 
League  in  the  evolution  of  eivilized  existence.  They  were  not 
savages,  seientilically  speaking;  they  were  barl)arians  of  the 
middle  period,  using  pottery,  practicing  agriculture,  but  without 
domestic  animals  of  use  in  ihat  art.  IJut  as  they  were  also 
without  an  alidiabet.  and  thus  with  no  language  but  such  as 
makes  its  fleeting  impression  upon  the  ear,  without  the  power 
of  abstraction  or  generalization,  and  thus  occasioning  no  exer- 
cise of  the  thiidcing  faculties  along  those  lines,  it  seems  ahnost 
beyoud  bidief  that  they  were  capable  of  forming  and  continuing 
for  ceiituries  a  league  so  nicely  articulated  as  we  shall  now 
describe  it,  following  Mi'.  ^lorgan's  account  in  "  Ancient  So- 
ciety," pp.  12S,  129.  It  is  best  t<j  give  it  in  articles,  as  if  we  were 
presenting  our  own  Constitution  : 

1.  There  was  a  union  of  the  I'ive  Tribes,  under  one  govern- 
nu'ut,  on  the  basis  of  enlire  eijuality,  each  tribe  being  indepeiul- 
<'nt  in  its  own  local  goverinnent.  II.  The  government  of  the 
whole  League  was  in  the  hands  of  a  general  council  of  sachems, 
limited  in  its  numbers,  of  equal  rank  and  authority  among  them- 
selves, sujireme  in  all  matters  relatiiig  to  the  confederacy.  III. 
Tlu^-e  wH're  fifty  sachemshiiis  among  the  tribes,  to  "whiidi  men 
were  electee!  eaidi  in  his  own  tribe,  but  investtMl  with  oiVice  by 
the  rjem-ral  Couucik  I  \'.  The  sa(diems  <d*  the  confederacy  were 
also  sachems  in  their  own  tribes,  and  the  chiefs  of  any  tribe 
constituted  a  t-ouncil  for  each  suju'eme  for  such  tribe. 
V.  Unanimity  was  necessary  for  action  in  all  matters  in  the 
Cieneral  (^»uncil  of  tlK^'oufederacy.  VI.  In  the  (leueral  rouncil 
the  vote  went  by  trli>es;  tlu'  representatives  of  each  voted 


10 


THE  EMriKr:  st.vti;  ix  tiii:i:i:  ('i:.\Triui;s. 


as  a  unit.  The  cctuiu  il  of  any  trib<'  conM  convene  tlie 

fJenera]  Couiu-il,  hut  tlie  latier  eonl<l  not  convene  itself.  Vlll. 
At  tlie  (lenerai  Council  any  of  the  ]teople  \vvv(^  ]>ri vile,u*'(l  to 
s])eak  and  luu-aui^ue;  but  tlie  decision  on  any  question  was  re- 
served to  itself.  IX.  The  conb-deracy  h^ad  no  ])ernianent  chief, 
e.xecutive  ina,i;istrat^',  or  oiiicial  head  ^^■hat<'ver;  but  X,  in  case 
of  Avar,  two  p,eneral  in  Hilary  coninianders  were  given  chief 
direction,  A\iih  e(jnal  i»o\\-er  and  authority. 

Tlius  at  Onondaga,  at  the  center  of  our  State,  in  the  fifti^enth 
or  sixteentii  century — while  Europe  had  just  been  burning  its 
PIuss  at  the  stake,  or  just  before  LutlnT  had  nailed  his  thesis 
to  the  church  door — came  together  tliesi,'  ti\e  primitive  bai  l)aric 
nations,  the  chihlren  of  the  forest,  to  establish  this  remarkable 
form  of  government,  AAliich,  in  its  provisions  and  details,  was 
not  very  unlike  the  confederacy  of  the  United  Xetlierland 
]'rovini-es,  with  its  States-(  ieiiei-al,  or  (hat  of  rhe  thirteen  rnited 
States  of  America  umler  the  Continental  Congress.  The  League 
liad  two  names  f<tr  its  combined  existence.  The  one  smacke<l 
of  the  unlimited  self-esteem  which  is  ai»t  to  possess  tlie  untutored 
breast  of  the  "  wild  man."  They  f(dl  tliat  they  were,  and  did 
not  hesitate  to  say  so,  the  "  Ongwehonwe  — "  the  men  sur[)ass- 
ing  all  others." 

The  other  name  was  descriptive  oi'  figurative,  rather  than 
boastful,  "  1  [odenosannee,"  or  "the  })eoplo  of  the  hnig  house." 
This  was  really  a  pictures(jiie  and  ai)t  a[)i)ellation.  It  had  refer- 
ence to  the  hut  or  cal»in  of  birch  bark,  v.  hich  Mas  the  abode 
usually  of  live  or  six  dilVerent  families,  bestowed  in  as  many 
sections  of  it  under  one  long  roof,  familiar  to  those  wln^  have 
done  any  reading  in  Indian  lore.  So  was  ihis  confederacy  like 
one  long  house  stretching  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Hudson  Ki\'er 
to  near  Niagara,  tlir{)Ugli  the  very  heart  and  center  of  Xew  York- 
State.  What  we  now  know  as  Schenectady  was  truly  named 
thus,  "  the  |)]ace  outside  the  door  of  the  Long  House,"  eastward, 
but  was  at  All)any,  or  the  shores  of  the  Hudson,  before  the  ar- 
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rival  of  tlic  white  men  oausod  "  the  place"'  t(»  rc'tire  to  tlie  city 
tlius  designated  to-<lay. 

The  first  family  of  the  Loiit^  House,  as  we  trace  its  dwellers 
in  a  westerly  direction,  were  the  Mohawks,  ''  the  ])eo]»le  pos- 
sessors of  the  {lint  ni-xt  came  (he  ()neidas,  tlie  L;ranit('  ])eo- 
ple";  these  were  followed  by  the  (Jnomlagas,  "tlie  people  on 


the  hills'";  next  after  them  were  the  Ca_yn,L;as,  ''the  pi^o])le  at 
the  mucky  land"";  lastly,  facini;-  the  westei-n  hoii/.on,  were  the 
Senecas,  "  the  ereat  hill  i)eo])le."  As  we  shall  se*^  later,  the  Five 
Nations  became  the  Six  Nations  in  ITl.j,  when  the  related  'J'us- 
cai'oras  ("the  shirt-wearini:  ]ieo))le"")  were  driven  from  their 
hunting,  fiehls  in  the  South,  and  added  one  meml>er  to  the  con- 
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fc'dei'acy,  tlicii*  iiaiuc  iiidirat ini;  that  ciuitact  with  tlie  cdhjiiists 
from  abroad  had  had  a  iimdifv  in,u  cITcrt  upoii  tlicir  ap^iard. 

I'he  ItcagiU'  of  the  Five  Nations  liaviiii;  been  formed,  as  in- 
dicated, tliey  went  forth  in  the  stren<;th  of  Tlieir  union  and  con- 
quered their  enemies  near  and  far.  'I'hey  almost  justified  tlie 
chiim  of  tlie  boastful  tiiU'  tliey  ,ua\e  tliemselves,  sur[)assiii^  all 
the  men  they  canu'  in  contact  w  ith  in  i)i-o\\"oss  and  intollii;ence. 
Their  con(]uerin^-  arms  s]>read  o\'er  the  vast  territory  descrilx'd 
by  JJancroft,  as  we  saw  above.  When  civilized  men  beL;an  to 
e.\[)loi-e  the  interior  for  purposes  of  settlement,  they  found,  as 
I'arlcman  says,  that  "  foremost  in  war,  foremost  in  eloquence, 
foremost  in  their  sa\a,ue  arts  of  i)olit'y,  stood  the  fierce  people 
called  by  themselves  llodenosaunee,  and  ijy  the  French  the 
Iroquois."  Tiiey  reigned  from  Quebec  to  the  Carolinas,  from 
the  western  prairies  to  Maine,  but  the  seat  of  Empire  was  wlu're 
the  Long-  House  was  set  u]>,  where  the  live  luitions  dwelt  in 
their  villages,  where  the  coun<  il  fires  burned — the  heart  and 
center  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  fairness  to  tlie  other  tribes,  as  well  as  to  complete  the 
picture  of  human  occupation  that  here  met  the  eyes  of  the  pio- 
neers of  civilization,  Ave  must  brietly  indicate  the  names  and 
localities  of  the  various  Indian  nations  that  dwelt  in  othei'  por- 
tions of  Xew  York  State  bebu-e  the  advent  of  the  white  num. 
''I'heir  names  variously  spelh^'d,  and  positions  variously  marked, 
are  found  upon  early  maps  of  tlies(.'  regions,  notably  u})on  the 
"  I'igui-at ive  3Iap"  of  1(>I-1.  Hut  we  can  )U)t  say  that  this  in- 
fornuition  i-an  be  greatly  reli<Ml  on.  These  early  nuip  makers 
deitended  mainly  upon  hearsay,  and  such  ti-ibes  as  we  can  more 
01'  less  faintly  recognize  by  the  spelling  given  are  gen<'rally  jmt 
in  the  w]'(uig  jdace  geograi)hically. 

We  turn  with  much  uu)re  confidence  to  van  der  Donck's  map 
of  Xew  Xetherlaud  of  KioO.  He  w  as  a  scliolar  of  eminence,  and 
besides  by  that  time  several  decades  of  actual  cf)lonizati(ni  had 
enal)led  students  to  ascertain  deliinte  data  on  the  subject.  It 
is  from  such  and  other  sources  that  experts  in  Indian  lore  have 
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learned  suniciciit  to  tell  us  Avilli  eoiifidciicc  that  cast  of  the 
Ii'ixjuois  League,  about  the  headwaters  of  the  Hudson  Kiver, 
dwelt  tlie  M(dueans  or  ;j,ans,  A\  hile  <lo\\  ii  towj'.rd  Albany 

and  below  on  the  east  side  of  tlie  river  wen,'  the  Wiekagjocdcs 
aiul  the  .Ateehkentowoons.  (.'ontinuiii<;  southwurd  on  the  east 
side  we  nieet  in  succession  witli  the  A\'a))pi niters  in  Columbia 
and  Dut(diess  Counties,  the  Xoclqieeius  in  Putnam,  and  the 
Siid-siidxS  and  Wech(iuaesue(d<s  in  W'estidiester.  "West  of  the 
Hudson  Nve  sliall,  of  course,  lind  tlie  way  cleared  of  all  other  than 
the  five  Iro(|uois  nations,  in  the  tiers  of  counties  aloni:'  the  I'enn- 
syh  ania  borrler. 

Nearer  iho  Hudson  and  b<'h)W  the  Mohawk,  reaclnni;-  into  the 
triangular  })ocket  with  its  a]>ex  at  Tai)])an  in  IJocklaud  County, 
W(.'  shall  llnd  first  tlu^  Kal skill  Indians,  nauu'd  after  the  Dutch 
desi};nation  of  the  nu)untains,  near  which  they  (h\elt.  Next 
bcdow  in  the  ^■icinity  of  Kin,i;st<ui  wouhl  be  foun<l  the  AN'arran- 
av^'onkonys,  A\-ith  the  AA'aoranecks  about  the  fastnesses  of  West 
Point  and  Stony  I'oint.  We  \\ould  expect  to  lind  the  Haver- 
slraws  and  tlie  ''J'ai)])ans  in  the  vicinity  of  the  localities  now  thus 
known.  On  ^Manhattan  Jslaml  W(^  would  hardly  lind  the  ilan- 
hattes,  or  IManuadiattas,  or  ^fanhattans,  as  they  are  variously 
calhxl,  for  tln^  safest  authorities  give  grave  reasons  for  doubt 
as  to  there  having  been  su*  h  a  ti'ibe  at  all,  the  mnne  originating 
merely  frojii  an  ex(daniation  wlndi  Hudson  and  his  crew  heard. 
Put  the  Peckga^'a wancks  d^^■elt  on  this  island. 

Some  of  the  Pairitans  of  New  Yoi'lc  du'elt  or  I'oamed  on  Staten 
Island.  Long  Island,  with  its  hundred  miles  of  eastern  reach, 
boi-e  many  ti'ibes.  At  the  western  I'xti-enuty,  \\here  Prooklyn 
.came  to  be  later,  the  Carnarse<'s  (or  Canarsics)  ruled  supremo; 
the  Potdcaways  (sometimes  with  a  less  Anglicized  sjielliug)  oc- 
cupied Queens  County,  while  Massai)e<|uas,  ^Matinecocks,  Nesa- 
quakes,  an<l  others  filled  out  the  space  toward  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity, the  one  name  co\"<'ring  them  all  on  \  an  der  Donck's  map, 
being  ^Matouwacs.    It  need  not  be  repeated  here  that  all  these 
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tribes  bclonLicil  to  tlic  Al!;iiii(niiii  family,  as  (list  iiimiislicd  finm 
the  lr(»(|U(tis,  and  w cic  at  any  nioiiiciit  subject  to  hostile  atlarks 
from  tlie  lattei'. 

T!ie  history  of  tlie  occnjjaf ion  of  New  Yoi'k  by  civilized  nn'ii 
begins,  of  eour<e,  with  the  discoNci'v  and  <'.\i)loi'at  ion  of  tin- 
Hudson  Kiver  in  liW).  Yvi  tin-  foot  of  the  white  man  had  Iteeii 
set  upon  Xe\v  Vork  soil  Ixd'ore  tlu'  arrival  of  Jleni'y  Hudson.  W'e 
do  not  nee<l  to  cdaim  this  prec  edence  for  J<'an  \'erra/.ano,  in  loi!!, 
\\liose  boatful  of  saihus  Just  passed  ihrouuh  the  Xari-ows  and 
then  hurried  bacdc  auain  f(n'  fear  of  a  storm;  uor  fov  Stejdieii 
Gomez,  ^vho  cauuht  a  mere  glimpse  (»f  the  lieadhiiids  se[)aratiui; 
the  Up]K'r  and  T.owei*  llaAS,  in  ]:')2~),  ]»laeiii.u-  a  river  of  San 
Antoiuo  on  the  ma})  of  Chartres  in  J5o0  by  mere  conjecture.  The 
honor  b(d((n!js  beyond  ()uestion  to  that  able  exphjrer  and  coh>- 
nizer  of  France,  Samuel  de  Champlain.  Acttuited  by  the  thirst 
for  glory  rather  than  for  gain,  his  aim  Avas  to  elTeci  a  jiei  inauent 
colon}',  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Stat*;  in  the  New  AN'oild.  In 
IGOS  he  fotnnh'd  (Juebec,  and  his  desire  to  keep  on  good  terms 
with  his  Indian  neighbors  led  him  to  mi.K  himself  up  in  one  of 
their  hereditary  (imirrels. 

The  Hurons  and  Algonquins  of  Canada  lunl  felt  the  ]>ower 
of  their  oin;-e  subjt'ct  Iro(iuois,  and  despairing  of  successful  re- 
sistance with  the  ordinary  means  of  warfare  at  their  command, 
they  begged  Cliani])Iain  to  acconipany  them  on  the  "warpath, 
armed  with  the  formidable  tirearms  of  the  white  man.  The 
Governor  of  fanada  consented  to  go,  taking  only  two  com- 
panions Avith  him.  The  expedition  started  on  its  hostile  errand 
in  ^fay,  IdOl),  Avhen  Huds<ni  had  Ikm^u  about  a  month  at  sea,  and 
Avas  ])erhaiis  only  just  then  ttirning  hixck  from  the  North  Cape 
toward  America.  The  Huron  and  Algomptin  braves  iji  large 
numbers  conveye(l  the  small  ])arty  of  their  allies  up  the  St. 
LaAvrence  in  their  camx's.  They  turned  iido  the  Sorel  Kiver, 
and  so  by  paddling  and  occasi<»ual  marches  across  portages,  they 
reaidied  the  lake  of  New  York,  nanu'd  ever  since  after  the 
great  I'reiKdiman  A\he  A\-as  with  thein.     As  they  penetrated 
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f:n( her  iiit'i  11u'  roniitiy  of  tli<'  t'lioiiiv,  tlic  days  were  spent  iu 
hiding  and  t  he  iiiglif  s  in  si<'alt]iy  i  i-avcl. 

At  last,  on  Jnly  L'lt,  KiOlK  ihc  Indian  sc()uts  assured  tlieir  elnefs 
that  they  had  eoine  upon  a  war  ])aiiy  of  the  Inxiuois,  and  tliat 
these,  too,  \\-ere  aware  of  tlieir  ]u-eseiice  and  were  ready  for  tlie 
fi-ay.  Tlie  spot  reach<Ml  \\  as  the  \  i(  inity  of  Crow  n  t'oiiit,  a.nd, 
aeeordin_u'  t(»  Indian  tactics,  al  Id  o'cloc]<  at  ui.uht,  hy  a  !)i'i;j,ht 
moon,  tlie  battle  was  o]>ene(].  The  tribe  fioui  the  Xoi  th  did  not 
at  once  disi)lay  their  auxiliary  f(.»rce.    They  let  the  encounter 


open  w  ith  the  usual  lligh!  of  arrows,  then  the  ranks  i>arted  and 
Chaniplain  and  his  two  conipaniiuis-in  arnis  ste[)})ed  forward 
and  ojx'ned  lire.  The  forest  resoinnlcd  wiili  a  strange  i-ejxu't 
as  (d'  thunder  low  by  tlie  uround;  and  as  the  invisible  missiles 
felled  s<'\<'ral  warriors,  the  Intherio  in\incible  Ir(Hpn)is  tied 
from  the  mysterious  enemy,  whose  destiaictive  possibilities  they 
had  had  no  means  of  fathonnni^. 

Content  with  theii'  easily  bought  victory,  the  Aludn(|uins  re- 
tired tow"ard  (\ju('bec,  and  (]v  ('hamplain  did  not  bdlow  up  the 
exTihu-ation  hitherward  with  any  attempts  at  settlement  or  even 
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trade.  He  laicw  not  that  the  dischaiLic  of  his  thn-c  jiicccs  had 
foi'evei' set  up  a  l»an  icr  a^aiiist  I'^j'ciu-Ii  [losscssioii  and  i ii  11  iwikm' 
in  Novlh  AiiK  I'ira,  and  liually  rcsidted  in  the  su]»r('niacy  there 
of  tlie  Dulcli  and  l^iglish  allies  of  the  Iroquois,  who  h;Hl  Iteen 
forovei'  alienated  froTu  I'^rauce  by  this  art  id"  her  pioneer  in  New 
York  State. 

I'recisely  tl\e  weeks  to  a  day  after  this  episode  in  the  history  of 
Frenrli  exploration  of  New  ^'or]•c,  (ui  A\'<'dnesday,  Sej)! ember  2, 
ir»00,  at  li\e  o'clock  in  the  afteriioou  (so  miinite  is  the  record), 
Henry  Iludsou  dro])])ed  the  aiu:dior  of  tlie  Half  Moon  "  into  the 
waters  of  the  ]*>ay  just  around  the  corner  of  Sandy  Ilo(d<:.  Sent 
by  the  l)utch  l^ast  India  Coni])any  to  find  a  passage  to  China 
and  India  tliroui;h  .\rctic  s(nis,  past  Nova  Zenibla  and  Silioi'ia, 
lie  had  turned  about  to  find  a  river  or  strait  su,uuested  to  him 
liy  maps  or  conversations  willi  Captain  John  Smitli  soniewliero 
about  the  fortieth  de.uree  of  northern  latitude,  >vhicli  mi<j,lit 
afford  a  ])assape  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  lilce  ^raL^(dlan's  strait 
fui-idshed  at  the  soutlnn-n  extremity  of  the  New  Hemisphere. 
From  his  amli(»ra,L'e  near  Sandy  Hook  Hudson  could  see  the 
tides  rushiiii:  out  between  A'errazano's  "little  hills,"  the  head- 
lands of  the  Nari'ows.  V>ut  when  he  sa^^■  the  tides  rnshiny,  in  as 
well,  the  conclusion  as  to  a  ]towerful  river  beinjj,'  there  must  have 
seemed  ei  roneous,  and  the  illusion  as  to  a  convenient  and  hoped- 
for  strait  confirmed. 

Ten  days  of  cauti<tus  circumspection  Avere  followed  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  by  the  actual  entrance  of  the  "  Half  Moon  "  throu^^h 
the  mysteri(tns  ]ional,  an.d  thus  bei;an  the  exploration  of  the 
Hudso]i.  Hay  by  day  the  tides  wwc  permitted  to  carry  the  ship 
bit  by  bit  up  the  bioad  (  hanmd,  by  no  means  discouiauinu'  Hud- 
son's theory  of  another  ]\[ai;('llan  strait.  The  sails  were  sjn'cad 
to  assist  till'  tide  when  mt-ater  contidence  had  been  conceived, 
and  a  stretch  (d'  twenty  leagues  on  Sejilembcr  l-"*  carried  the  ex- 
plorers throuuh  the  titfnl  passages  of  the  HiL;hlands.  As  they 
A\-ere  ])assinu  by  hi'j,h  mouniains,"  the  Catskills  on  theii'  left, 
friendly  nati\es  appi'oached  in  their  canoes,  and  "Indian  corn 
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and  ]»()iiiiti(»iis,"  as  well  as  tisli,  I'lcshly  caught,  were  mad*'  lo 
inci'casc  and  variegate  ihc  ci-cw's  laic 

On  September  IS,  when  ilie  "  Hall  Moon  "  was  porliaps  oppo- 
site Hudson  City,  the  ronlidence  inspired  by  the  friendly  con- 
duct of  tiie  nati\'es,  cmiyoidciK  (I  the  ca|itain  lo  make  a  landiuLi'. 
lie  was  enlerlai!icd  in  la\ish  >lylc  by  a  chief,  i-esidini;  in  a  cii'- 
c\dar  hut,  its  ar(  Ikm!  roiif  and  sides  coNci'ed  w  ith  strips  of  bari<. 
The  feast  s[»read  bclore  tlie  Indian's  unest  consisted  of  pigeons, 
tlaidced  (h)ubtless  with  toolhsonn'  dishes  of  succotash,  canasli, 
or  })unipkins;  Init  the  iiicrr  <]r  i-csi.shnicr  y\i\>i  "  a  fat  do_u'.''  As  in  the 
most  authentic  accounts  of  our  Indian  pi'e<h'cessors,  their  tirst 
view  of  the  European's  (h)!4S  arouse<l  mingled  fe(din,us  of  tei-ror 
and  astonisliment,  (hmbtless  "  the  fat  doi;  "  was  a  well-fed  coon, 
or  other  iudi!j,enous  ainmal  wliose  carcass  resembled  a  do!j,'s  to 
lIuiLson's  eyes.  On  Septemijer  TJ  the  ship's  com})any  were  made 
accjuainted  with  the  ])ossibilities  of  a  profitable  trade  by  the  view 
of  beaver  and  other  sl<:ins,  surrendered  to  them  for  a  trilling 
barter.  On  th(^  L'Otli  tin-  increasing  sludlowness  of  the  "  strait" 
induced  tlie  Captain  to  send  a  boat  ahead  to  see  if  there  ^^■as  to  be 
no  repetition  of  the  broad  and  dee])  passages  below. 

Idle  reconnoitering  ])arty  liad  to  report  that  the  signs  of  a  river 
apjn-oac  liing  its  liead  watt-rs  were  unmistakable,  and  thai  the 
Iheiu-y  and  hope  of  a  strait  would  have  to  be  abamhmed.  I'er- 
liaps  this  advance  party  liad  gone  up  some  consiih^rable  distance 
beyond  Albany;  and  thus,  unconsciously,  (dianiidain  for  France, 
and  Hudson  for  Holland,  liad  touched  in  their  e.vplorations 
jioints  A\ithiu  Xew  'N'ovk  State  at  only  ;i  few  scor<'  miles  from 
ea(di  other,  and  within  less  than  two  niontiis  of  time.  Disap- 
pointed i)i  Ins  (juest  for  a  i»assage  to  the  l\icilic,  Hudson  turne(l 
his  ])r'ow  southward  on  Seplenil)e!  2.">,  and  on  (October  4  cleared 
the  Nai-rows  for  Europe,  freighted  with  news  of  discovery  and 
c-xplorati(Ui  ^^dli(dl  lias  bm-ne  mar\(dous  fruit  lliroughout  tlie 
three  centuries  that  have  sinc<'  [massed  away.  The  waA'  to  the 
very  heai't  of  Xew  York  State  had  been  o])ened;  tlie  magniliceiit 
ri\er,  like  an  arm  of  the  sea,  held  wide  ojkui  a  direct  and  inviting 
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]);itli  Cor  the  civilization  oi'  tlic  <  to  coiiu'  and  transroi  ni 

the  i-ii<l('  I»ut  tccniiiiu  w  ildi 'i-iicss  oT  I  lie  New. 

Hivlson,  the  cTt'W,  and  tlu'  "  llall  .Moon"  on  tlicir  airival  at 
Dartniout  li,  lOn^iand,  in  Xo\  ('ndicr,  KiOl),  wci-c  .ill  detained 
tlio  l']ni:!is!i  ant'noritics  for  the  (dTensc  of  Iia\"inL;  trailed  in  re- 
ii'ions  lieldiii^in^-  to  r^nuland.  Ilndson  hiins(df  was  n(»t  allowed  to 
ti'o  to  llidland  at  all.  His  ]»a[)eis,  reporting  to  liis  eni{dovers, 
the  l)nt(  li  l^asl  In<lia  ('oiujianv,  w  hat  he  had  disco\ci-ed  and  ex- 
plored, >\ ci'e  perinitte(l  to  i;<)  during  the  winter,  an<l  the  crew" 
Avitli  their  ship  were  released  and  returned  to  .Vmsterdani  in  the 
sjn-in,:^  (d'  KilO.  The  paix-rs  of  Hudson  had  alreadv  had  a  decided 
el'fect  anionu  a  jteojih'  kecidv  ali\'e  to  opportunities  for  coninier- 
cial  entei-piise  and  the  extension  of  trade.  iMcn  before  the 
"  Half  Afoon's  ■■  return,  a  conipan\-  of  a  few  merchants  had  beeji 
ori;aiu/eil  and  weic  ready  to  send  a  vess(d  to  the  new  ^veixi  ri\er 
in  Air.erica.  a  ]>ari  of  Hudson's  (•re\\-  being'  engaged  for  the  jour- 
ney, and  iludson's  i)iilc]i  mate  being  made  captain. 

'I'his  ship  cauie  back  loaded  willi  skins  of  beaver  an<l  other 
fur-bearing  anima's,  for  winch  a.  good  price  could  be  obtaine<l 
in  the  markets  of  northern  l']uro})e.  The  profits  were  satisfactory 
to  a  degree.  Ax-heads,  sho\els,  tin  ]>ans,  beads,  mirrors,  not 
very  expensi\-e  commoililies  in  Iloilaml,  Avere  regarded  as  ex- 
]»ensiA'e  luxtiries  in  the  A\-ilds  :tbotif  the  Hudson.  The  \Vap]tin- 
gers,  or  AN'arrati.i wonkongs,  or  ^[oha^\•ks,  or  Notdipeems  set  upon 
them  the  ^alue  of  ornaments,  'i'hey  hung  ax-)ieads  and  shining 
hoe-blaih  s  altout  their  necks,  and  were  glad  enough  to  give  a 
sliii)Ioad  of  bea\er  and  other  skins  in  exchange  fiu-  sucli  jewelry. 
Hence  slill  othi  f  shi[is  follow'd  in  the  wake  of  the  one  sent  in 
KilO,  more  than  we  lia\e  any  record  of.  I'riuu  year  to  year  they 
A\'ent  out  in  the  spiing  and  relttrned  in  the  auttimn,  just  as  the 
"  Half  .AIooii  ■■  had  done. 

In  lt!12  we  ciaiie  upon  the  names  of  two  nnui  prominent  in 
these  eai'ly  eiit erjiriscs,  Henry  ( Mirist  iaeiisen  and  Adriaeu  lUock. 
They  cliarteii  d  a  vess(  1  together,  and  went  otit  in  her  umb-r  a 
C.-iptain  llyser.    Tlii-ir  experienc(  s  and  (d>servatious  led  them  to 


Tirio  i:.M I'll;!-:  statk  ix  'riii;i;i:  ckx'i'i  i:ii:s. 


19 


■Xn'fi  ■^r:i 


untl('rtak<'  an  cxixMlit  ion  011  (iiiiic  a  di ITcrciil  jilau  in  KIi:!.  Tlicx- 
\\'('i't'  tliciiischcs  sea  caitlaiiis  l»v  jii-dlrssidii.  sd  llicv  tilted  oiii 
twi)  vessels,  i)!'  w  liicii  tliey  took  (  (HiiiiiaiKl  llieinselves,  < 'lii  is- 
tiaeiiseii  of  tlie  •■  I'orniiie,"  and  IIIik  U  <>l'  tlie  " 'I'i^ei'."'  It  must 
be  owned  that  it  is  iku  easy  to  disenta iiule  a  \  ery  clear  account 
of  their  doings  and  tlie  t  liin^s  t  liat  ha]i]>en<M]  totlieni.  It  seems 
to  have  Iteeii  their  ](Ui])ose  n<it  to  return  to  Holland  in  the 
autumn.  ( 'lirist  iaenscn  went  u\>  to  the  liead  ot  iia\i,uat  ion  on 
tlie  Hudson,  ami  est  a  1)1  isheil  a  sort  of  rude  trade-]»ost  there  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  UW'A. 

P.lock  was  left  to  do  the  sarno  on  Manhattan  Island  and  its 
vicinity.  But  the  lat- 
ter liad  the  niisfor- 
tnne  to  lose  Ids  s]ii[), 
tlie  Tiger,"  by  tire, 
;ind  so  A\'hether  or 
not  they  had  ]»nr- 
posed  to  winter  in 
America  or  net,  this 
mis(duince  deter- 
ntined  the  adven- 
tnrers  to  stay  here. 
It  would  seem  as  if 
they  miglit  all  ha\  e  gone  ab(Xird  of  ( Mirist  iaensen's  ship  w<dl 
enongh  if  they  had  \\  ished  to  return  to  the  I'at heiland.  W  any 
rat<\  they  passed  the  wiiiier  on  ^Manhattan  Ishnul,  pntting  n]) 
s<tme  bark  huts  after  the  style  of  architecture  picvailing  on  thai 
island  then,  and  sni-rounding  Ihemsehis  donbth'ss  with  a  sto(d<- 
ade  or  wall  of  i)alisades.  Thus  it  came  lo  be  reported  several 
years  later  that  a  fort  had  been  built  on  Manhaltan  in  Itll.-).  The 
site  of  this  interesting  assemblage  of  huts,  an<l  the  beginidng 
of  white  men's  habitation  within  the  bounds  of  the  v^tate  of  New 
^'ork  has  been  duly  markeil  b\  a  tablet  of  bronze,  and  may  be 
seen  at      Broadway  in  New  ^Ork  CWy  to-day. 

Having  aided  Block's  crew  in  constructing  a  small  yacht  or 
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slmlhtp  to  tal<o  tlu'  ])lac('  of  (lie  "Ti^er,"  Clivistiaensen  left  liiiu 
to  tiuisli  and  lainu-li  it,  and  sailed  np  liic  Hudson  IJivtn-  in  the 
spi'ini;  of  1(>14  to  sco  w  hat  the  Indians  had  collect<,M.l  for  him  in 
llio  way  of  ])('lti'ics  at  tlio  head  of  navigation.  To  invite  a  re^nhir 
How  <d"  tra<h'  aioiiii'  tli*'  a\('nu<'S  wliitli  nature  had  pro\ide(l 
alouj^  the  ^([(jhawk  from  tlie  AW'st,  ami  ahmi;'  the  lakes  Champlain 
and  Geor^ie  from  the  North,  at  the  point  where  these  tra<le-routes 
converged,  the  Dutch  ea[)taiu-merehant  resolved  to  ])rovide  a 
permanent  station. 

On  an  island  in  the  center  (^f  the  river,  a  little  below  the  junc- 
tion with  the  M(diawk,  lie  l)uilt  what  may  with  some  reason  be 
diunilied  witli  the  name  of  fort.  First  there  was  a  magazine  or 
storidiouse,  thii  ty-six  feet  long  by  twenty-six  wide.  At  a  distance 
of  sixteen  feet  fi-om  either  side  of  the  building,  an<l  of  eleven  feet 
from  either  end  of  it, he  erected  a  line  of  breastworks  of  ])alisades, 
clos(dy  set  together  so  as  to  form  a  soli<l  wall  im]»ervious  to  the 
Indian's  aia-ows.  The  cjuadrangle  of  the  "fort"  thus  measured 
fifty-eight  feet  s(iuare  w  ithin  the  ^^•alls.  As  a  further  protection, 
he  dug  a  moat  all  around  it  no  less  than  eighteen  feet  wide. 
Two  cannon  ond  (de\-en  swivel  guns  were  taken  fiom  the  hold 
of  the  I'ortuiie  and  mounted  at  proi)er  intervals,  and  thus  was 
the  fort  com]>lete. 

The  nanie  gi\en  to  it  A\as  Fort  Nassau,  in  honor  of  the  Stad- 
hoh.U'r  or  Chief  3fagistraie  ^f  the  Dutch  Piepublic,  Maurice,  Count 
of  Nassau,  after  whom  also  tln^  Hudson  Tiiver  received  for  a 
while  the  name  of  ]\r.iuritius.  Christiaensen  left  for  Manhattan 
Island  soon  after  achie\iiig  this  bit  of  im])ortant  history  for  the 
vicinity  of  Alliany  an<l  Troy,  lea\  ing  in  command  of  the  station 
to  serve  in  e\;ig''ni'ies  of  trade  and  war  combined,  om^  Jacob 
Eelkens.  Sad  to  say,  the  foumler  of  Foi  l  Nassau  was  killed  on  his 
wa}-  down  the  river  by  one  or  two  Indians  he  had  taken  lo  Hol- 
land in  1(112,  whi(di  doubtless  argues  a  not  very  kindly  treatment 
of  these  aboriginal  specimens. 

^Leanwhih'  I'dock  had  not  been  idle  down  about  the  month  of 
the  Hudson,  and  had  made  some  rather  important  history  for 


THE  K.Mi'iiti:  siA'i'K  IX  tiii;i:k  c'i;.\TrKii;s. 


21 


Loiii;-  Islaixl.  The  sloDp  tn-  sliallo])  wliirli  lie  and  his  iih-u  had 
buiU,  was  naiiH-d  tlic  "  Onrust  "  (  Kcsth-ss  or  riiirsii.  li  was 
just  small  ciKPUuh  to  iiial^c  ii  possihh'  [o  pusli  its  litlh'  prow  into 
hitlicrto  uiK'X'idorcM]  bays  or  iidets  or  straits,  A\hieh  had  Ixh'u 
siisiK'ctc'd  of  insuHicicnr  dcjiihs. 

'J'tius  tlic  iii(jiiisiti\ ('  mariiu  rs  first  vonturod  to  trust  tlu'iii- 
scdvc's  to  the  boistt-rous  f<Idi('s  and  boiling  enrrouts  of  ndlpato. 
Safoly  out  of  th<'se  beyond  the  AMiilcstono  h'diic,  or  the 

})re.sent  ^\''ilh'tt's  I'oint,  tliorc  oiKMird  before  them  an  unexpected 
body  of  water,  the  Loni;'  IsL-ind  Sound.  It  liad  iiot  liitlierto  been 
sui)posed  that  there  was  any  sueh  water  back  of  tlie  line  of  coast 
we  know  now  as  Loni;'  Island,  or  that  therefore  this  lonj.;-  stretch 
of  level  surface,  with  its  backf^round  of  hills,  was  an  island  at 
all.  (loinj^  on  farther  east,  and  hxdcinu  into  the  ri\'ers  and  bays 
of  Connecticut,  imniinu  these  and  the  ishnnls  in  their  course^  by 
L:,ood,  round  l)\itrh  ap])ellarions,  of  which  lilock  Island  alone 
I'emains,  IJlock  came  across  a  shi))  of  ilu-  I'atherland.  exchanii,<'d 
l)laces  with  its  cai>tain  (})erha]»s  a  son  of  Christiaensen ) ,  and 
^\-ent  to  Holland,  arrivini;  there  on  October  1,  l(il4. 

He  had  made  some  new  disco\eries.  ()thers  hail  mendy  ^duo 
over  the  ti-ack  marked  out  by  Ilinlson.  Loni;-  Island  Soun<l  was 
something  new.  X(^w,  in  ^lardi,  KiH,  the  States  General,  (U- 
Coniiressof  the  Kepublic  of  the  Tnited  Provinces,  had  promised 
a  (diarter  of  incor]»oralion  for  excluslAe  navii^ation  and  trade 
to  any  company  of  nu'ridiants  who  could  show  any  new  countries, 
rivers,  bays,  what  mit,  which  they  had  discoveicd. 

On  October  11,  Kill,  Tdock  was  before  the  States  (ienei'al  witli 
his  "  I'^ij^urative  .Map,"  showinu  how  he  had  fulhlled  the  condi- 
tions of  the  i)romised  (diarter,  and,  accordingly,  ther(  was  issued 
then  and  there  the  insti'ument  creating  the  "New  >;etherland 
Conii>any,'"  the  oriuinal  docunu-nr  beint;'  still  preserved  amoni; 
the  national  archives  at  'i'he  llauue.  'i'he  mono|i(dy  of  trade  and 
navigation  was  granted  to  about  f(»urteen  merchants  and  sea 
captains,  of  the  cities  of  Amsterdam  an<l  Iloorn,  then  close  com- 
mercial rivals,  the  list  beiuii  headed  by  no  less  a  pcn'son  than  a 
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foi'inor  P>ui\n()iii;is1('r  of  tlio  Dutrli  iiid  lopulis.  It  w;is  to  l;o  into 
efTcvt  on  .Taini;u-y  1,  KU."),  iind  lo  he  in  furcc  tlirco  Ncars. 

I'^ncoiiraucd  liy  the  udVfi-iiiiKMit  in  llic  \\;iy  tliat  all  iiicrclia nt s 
covet,  ('\('M  (loA\'n  to  our  own  and  in  oiir  own  onli^lit<'no(l 

r('])nl)lic,  bccanso  it  assnirs  (|ui(lv  and  meat  profits  tor  a  tiin<', 
and  puts  oft  jsn  ('\il  <lay  of  reckoning  to  roin ciiicnt  distanco, 
the  New  Xctliorlaud  ('onip.iny  diliucntly  cxploitod  tin-  rouions 
of  tlio  Xc'W  "\\'or]<l,  to  wldrli  tlicy  alone  had  access.  Still  their 
only  ]>ernianent  station,  oi-  factory,  remained  the  one  at  the  head 
of  luiviuation,  or  I'ort  Nassau.  The  situalion  had  been  \\ell 
cliosen  to  invite  tra<le,  and  also  for  its  security  from  atta(  Ic  by 
liostilo  Indians. 

r>ut  it  Avas  not  i>roof  against  the  nioi'e  formidable  assaults 
directed  by  Xaiui-e  at  the  br<'akinu  u]t  of  winter.  It  sutfered 
severely  each  sj>rin.u,  but  linally,  in  Kill,  the  swollen  flood  and 
rnshini;-  icelloes  made  a  clean  s^\■ee]»  of  all  man's  handiwork, 
carryiuL;,-  away  magazine  and  stockade,  and  obliteratin.u  the 
moat,  'i'hen  dacob  iM-lkens  sought  a  less  exposed  jxisition  on  the 
Avest  bank  of  the  rivei-,  on  a  lo\\-  hill  in  the  anule  fornn'd  by  the 
influx  of  Xorman's  Kill  into  the  Huilson.  about  four  miles  south 
of  Albany.  I'^ort  Nassau  was  transferred  to  this  hill  on  the 
mainland. 

Unconsciously,  \\(»  have  eiiti-red  into  Ih"  realm  of  legend  and 
poetry,  ami  at  the  same  time  come  ujion  a  crucial  event  in  tin- 
lustorv  of  the  conta(  t  of  Xew  \'oi'k  colonization  A\  itli  the  aborii;- 
inal  Indians.  I'lain,  pros;iic  Xorman's  Kill  was  the  Imlian's 
"vale  <d'  Tauasent  ha,"  that  "  i;reen  and  silent  valley,"  whei-e 
Loni;f<dlow  tells  us  •■dwelt  th"  sinuer  Xawadalia,"  made  sacred 
also  by  the  footste[>s  ol'  Hiawatha,  'i'he  rise  (d'  ground  on  which 
the  second  I'ort  Xassau  was  built  was  called  'I'awassnunshee  " 
by  the  Indiatis,  and  here,  in  KlIS,  a  memor;ible  excnt  took  place. 
It  w  as  now  nine  years  since  t  lie  ( 'aral)ines  of  ( 'hanqilaiii  ami  his 
two  companions  had  spread  death  and  consternation  amonn  the 
ranks  of  the  Five  Xarions.  'I'hey  ha<l  tlrd  abashed  b(d'ore  a  mys- 
tery too  great  for  them  then,    llui  they  were  shrewd  obser\ers. 
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They  had  learned  lliat  (lieic  was  nolIiiiiL;,  supernatural  about 
a  niusk(H,  and  [M)\\der,  ;ni<I  halls,  alilmu^li  exceeding;  elToetive 
in  warfare  hevctnd  anything  that  arrows  oi-  halchets  couM  <h). 
Had  they  l>ut  these  wx'aiions  of  tlie  while  luen  in  their  own 
hands,  nothing  eoul<l  stay  tlieir  i'(>n(juesr.    Tlie  ad\ent  of  the 


TflK  "FIGU1:ATIVE  mat,"   laid  liKKORK  TUP.  STATKS-OFNERAi,  IN'  1014. 

traders  iido  their  \'eiy  territory,  and  their  eagerness  to  obtain 
peltries,  seemed  to  offer  tlie  ehance  they  so  i;reatly  (h'sired.  The 
(Jeneral  (.'ouneil  of  all  the  I'ive  Xaiions  A\as  railed  together  to 
meet  on  the  hill  of  '■rawassnunshe<\  lU'ar  the  new  I'orL  Nassau, 
whenee  came  forth  Couiiuander  I]<dkens  and  his  othcei-s.  The 
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(•(luiiril  lii'cs  wt'Vi'  tlic  ralnuict  of  iicaci'  duly  siii(ikc(l  ],y 

all  ])ai'tics,  and  tlu'  l(i!ii;-dra\vii  fl().|!U'iicc  of  tlic  Indian  oiaims 
was  let  loose,  'idu^'c  were  jn'cscnt  uronjis  of  natives  also  of 
oilier  tribes,  rlie  Al;4(>n(|uins  of  t  lie  iiei^hhorliood,  Lenni  I.enajies, 
.MoIieL;ans,  .Min(|nas,  sometliinu  al'lei;  the  fashion  of  the  idd 
lioniaii  lriunii»hs,  to  uive  e\  idence  liy  their  [tresenre  of  the  eon- 
querin,u  nui^hl  of  llie  ]»eople  n{'  the  Lonu  House. 

The  u[ishot  (d'  the  orations  on  the  one  side,  and  the  more 
biisinessdike  i-einarks  of  the  ])nt(di  olli(<'rs,  ^\•as  that  the  Five 
Nations  shoidd  furnisli  the  Duteh  ti-aders  eX(dnsiv(dy  A\ith  the 
furs  that  fetched  smdi  hi.^h  ]>i-ires  in  I^urojio;  while  these  in 
turn  should  gixc  in  exelianu*'  only  to  tlio  tribes  of  tho  IriKinois 
Leajiue  the  muskets,  carabines,  with  |M»\\'dev  and  shot.  ui)on 
which  they  set  so  hii;h  a  price  foj-  political  i-easons.  It  was  the 
rude  ]iolitical  economy  of  the  forest,  not  quite  outiirown  in 
lireat  cities  that  shotdd  be  more  cosmoixilitan — mono]i<dy  and 
protection  c(unbined.  Tlori'ilied  h.istoi-ians,  in  recouutini;  inroads 
with  pillai;*'  and  murder  tipon  the  settlemeids  uf  ci\ ili/a t ion  in 
tlie  later  Xew  lOnulaud  and  even  New  "N'oi-k,  have  no  mild  tei-ms 
of  cond<'mnatiou  for  the  Dutch  in  thus  Te<dclessly  armini;'  the 
Indians,  and  placiuu  them  so  mn<  h  tu-arer  on  a  i)ar  with  the 
white  nu'U  in  warfare.  15ut  yet  th"  main  result  of  this  treaty  n{ 
Tawasentha  was  benefu-ial  and  far-rea(dnnn  for  the  jiro^ress  of 
civilizatiiui  in  North  America,  especially  if  we  hold  the  notion 
that  ci\ili/ation  was  assured  its  lt<'st  jn-o^ri'ss  by  the  occuiiati(ui 
of  America  by  the  A nulo-Saxou  tyjie  of  it. 

As  one  authority'  ]<'marks  :  The  comi»act  thus  s(demnly  and 
(H'renioniously  iorme(l  was  never  seriously  \  iolate(l.  It  was  the 
basis  of  a  last  inLi  frieiidshij)  bet  ween  t  he  Ii  oquois  and  th<'  l>ut(di. 
to  whi(di  the  ]{;ni;lish  succee(hMl,  and  which  raised  a  |)erpetual 
bari-ier  to  the  encroachments  of  the  French  from  the  North." 
There  was  seriotis  (piestion  for  many  <lecades.  if  not  nearly  a 
century,  whether  domination  and  development  of  North  AiiK^rica 
should  be  by  a  I.atiu  or  a  Teuton  race.  The  Latin  race  has  cer- 
tainly uot  done  mm  h  for  South  America,  and  it  is  at  least  oi)eu 
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to  (l()ul)<  wiict  lici-  the  bi-aiich  of  it  uiiec  Ik-UI  Canada  would 

liavc  done  iiiurli  Ix'ttiT  for  North  Aiiicrica. 

And  tlio  sctllciiicnt  of  (hat  "  most  inonicntous  and  far-i-ca(dniii;' 
(|U<'stiou  ('v<'r  l)rou_i;ht  to  an  issnc  on  tins  continent,"  as  Dr. 
(Jri'lis  calls  ii,  depended  ;ilnio^l  entirely  on  tijis  othei'  (jnes- 
tion,  as  he  continues,  "  which  sid<'  shouhl  win  and  hold  the 
friendship  of  that  j>o)vei-fnl  ( 'onfe(lera t  ion  of  Ked  Men  who  over- 
awed or  ho]<\  in  ti-ibute  the  Indians  from  the  Mississip]>i  to  the 
Atlantic,  and  fi'oni  Lake  ('hamplaiu  to  the  Chesapeake."  There- 
fore was  the  cai-abine's  dischari;e  on  July  2!»,  KiOO,  of  such  por- 
tentous consequence  to  I'rance,  whose  soldiers  <lealt  death 
thereby  anion^-  the  Iroquois.  And,  therefoi-e,  avus  the  treaty  of 
Tawaseiitlia,  in  1018,  establishini;  inviidate  friendship  betAA'een 
the  Iroiiuois  and  the  Dutch,  of  such  gr<'at  nujineut  to  the  history 
of  civilization  in  America. 

On  January  1,  KUS,  had  ex])ired  the  thi-ee  years  of  exclusive 
privileiie  for  the  New  Xetherland  Coni])any.  They  naturally 
desired  an  extension  of  tinu'.  Dut  otln-r  coni])anies  <u'  imlividuals 
had  contrived  to  (dude  their  chart<'red  nionoj.oly,  producinu  end- 
less complaint  s  befoi'e  the  States-Ceneral.  'I'hat  body  w  as,  there- 
fore, inclined  to  i^ive  ear  at  this  time  to  a  scheme  whit  h  had 
been  b(^fore  the  country  for  some  time.  In  1002  had  been  erected 
the  Dutch  I'^ast  India  Coni])any,  with  \"ast  ex(  lusive  privileiics 
f(U-  ti-ad<'  and  com]uest  in  the  Ivist  Indies,  with  millions  of  nnniey 
in\'estt'd,  uiion  whiidi  hiuh  ]>ercentaues  were  })ai<l  in  dividends, 
so  that  in  Kid'.),  A\-lien  it  senr  out  IJudson  as  a  bye-experin)ent  in 
the  "Half  .Moon,""  it  had  disbursed  to  its  shareholders  the  com- 
fortable dividend  of  I't  jx'r  cent.  In  It'iOI  (tne  NA'illiam  L'sselinx 
boj^an  to  a!i,itate  the  erectiou  of  a  similar  com])any  t(»  exploit 
the  ^\'este)'n  I  lemisi>hei-e;  or,  rather,  as  the  result  <d'  his  a.uita- 
tion,  bei.'un  several  years  before,  he  was  asked  to  elaborate  on 
paper  a  precise  plan  for  the  ent<'r[irise.  I'his  went  before  various 
legislative  bodies,  the  Tlur^oiuasters  of  Amsterdam  and  the 
Provincial  Leuislat  ure  of  lltdlamk 

Just  when  the  discoveries  of  Hudson  and  P>lo(d-c  occurred  to 
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give  a  i;rear  stiiiiuhis  to  such  a  schciiie,  tlici'e  was  iriicc  bi't  wccii 
tlie  Dutrli  K('i»ublic  and  Si)aiii,  lasting  from  KiOl)  to  A  (  (uu- 

paiiy,  siu-li  as  Fssclinx  e()iit('iii])lai(Ml,  cdald  oulv  Ihc  l»y  (lf[>r<'(la- 
tious  oil  Spaiiisii  fict'ts  and  territoi-ics  in  Anicrica.  The  New 
Xetlu'i'land  ( "<inii>an,\-  was  fnniu'd,  as.  w  e  saw;  but  u  ht'u  its 
charter  expirt'd  the  end  of  tlie  truce  was  near,  and  alter  various 
discussions  and  uioditi(  ati(»ns  of  Tsselinx's  ])hin,  in  June,  KiiM, 
the  cluirter  (tf  tlie  Dutch  West  India  Conii)any  was  sijuned.  Yet 
tlie  full  capital  of  o\'er  seven  niillion  guilders  was  not  fully  c(d- 
lected  until  KiL*;!  To  this  coni])any,  anions  numy  other,  and  to 
itself  much  more  imi)ortant  things,  was  committed  the  duty  of 
colonizing-  the  rei^ions  about  the  Hudson,  which  had  a]rea<ly 
been  desiji,nated  as  New  Xethei'land  in  the  charter  of  lOli. 

The  A\'est  India  Con)pany  was  dominated  by  the  commertdal 
spirit,  and  had  vei-y  little  concern  with  ideas  of  statesmanship. 
Quick  and  enornn)Us  profits  there  were  in  capttiriuii'  treasure 
fleets;  only  the  fai'-olT  future  could  make  returns  for  coloniza- 
tion. IJesides  this  I'eluctance  to  ])erform  a  stipulated  duty,  there 
was  the  ditliculty  of  tindinj;-  colordsts.  The  natives  of  the  Dutch 
provinces  were  willinu'  enoui;li  to  <^o  by  the  thousands  to  every 
part  of  the  earth,  on  voyai^es  in  the  interest  of  trade  or  <liscovery. 
They  had  no  reason  for  leaving  their  free  and  prosperous  Ifepub- 
lic  to  encounter  the  hardships  of  the  wilderness  and  build  up 
prospective  States. 

I>ut  Holland  was  full  of  refugees  from  the  religious  pers(M'U- 
tions  of  other  countries:  the  Pilgrims  from  taigland,  the  Hugue- 
nots from  r'rance,  the  Walhtons  from  I'clgium  or  the  Spanish 
Netherlands.  The  I'ilgrims  asked  to  be  sent  to  New  Xetherland 
early  in  ](I20;  but  for  certain  reasons  theii-  petition  was  not 
granted.  Then  a  company  of  Walloons,  composed  of  some  fifty 
or  sixty  families,  made  a  similar  a]*plication,  in  1(!2'2.  and  as  the 
West  India  Compjiny  was  now  forme<l,  allliough  not  fully  ca})- 
itali/.cd,  this  petition  met  with  better  siu-cess.  A  ship,  largi'  for 
that  day,  ol  two  hundi-ed  and  sixty  tons,  or  over  three  times  the 
tonnage  of  the  "  Half  Moon,"  was  set  aside  by  the  company  to 
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convey  tlieso  Walloons  to  Aniei-ica.  It  was  ai)pi'oi)i'iat('ly  named 
the  "New  Nt'tbei'land,"'  and  k-ft  Anislcrdam  in  March,  KlL':!.  Il 
had  a  nu'asuialdy  prosperous  passage,  reaehin<j,  the  month  of 
the  1  Indson  in  'Sli\\. 

A  deposition,  by  one  of  ihe  ])ass(Mi!j,-ers,  made. as  late  as  KlSf!, 
informs  ns  that  sonie  eiuht  or  Ion  of  the  Walhions  were  left 
on  Staten  Island;  bnt  il  sconis  hardly  crodiljle  that  so  small 
a  company  should  Innc  been  left  defenseless  anntni;'  the  nntrnst- 
Avorthy  savages,  unless  as  jiunishment  for  some  offense.  I'he 
"New  Xetheriainl  "■  jii-oteeded  up  the  river,  l)Ut  its  unusual  size 
was  against  it.  ^^'hen  al»out  ojjposite  Eso]>us  Creek  no  further 
progress  could  be  inade  until  her  cargo  had  been  transfei-i'e(l  to 
boats.    No  oiR'  was  left  oji  shore  here,  however,  whi(di  shows 

that  tlie  settlement  of  Kingston  iuid  not 

yet  begun.    AVitli  her  cargo  lightened, 

she  was  able  to  reach  Ta'w  aseid  ha.  or 

Norman's  Kill.   Here  was  still  the  small 

redoubt  called  Fort  Nassau. 

Greater  things,  however,  were  con- 
templated noA\-.   A  few  miles  further  up, 

on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson,  the 

engineers   and   soldiers  accompanying 

the  expedition  marked  (uit  the  lim-s  of  a  regular  ion.  it  was 
])rovided  scientiiically  with  four  angles,  trenches  were  dug,  and 
walls  of  earth  tlirowii  up.  The  t^tadholder  of  the  rU'iud)lic  hail 
now  become  I'rince  of  Oi'ange  (by  an  ehler  l)r(»ther"s  death),  as 
A\'ell  as  Count  iif  Nassau,  and.  cliosing  now  the  more  loi-dly  nani(\ 
the  stronghold  A\as  called  I'oit  Orange.  About  this  (  lung  the 
settlement  of  tlu'  sanu'  name.  l']ighte(Ui  of  the  ^^'alh^on  families 
were  set  ajiart  to  constitute  the  c(d(Uiy,  and,  while  soldiers  made 
their  fort  and  traders  trami)e(l  the  forest,  thes(^  AN'alloons  ]iut 
spade  or  ]dow  iiit(»  the  virgin  earth,  and  tlie  fei'tile  soil  readil\' 
responded. 

Captain  Alay  and  the  "  New  Netherland     sailei]  away  with 
the  remaining  families  to  commence  a  settlement  (Ui  the  Dela- 
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"ware  IJivcr.    lliit  tlic  history  <i('  sctnenicTit  of  a  riNilly 

])('niiaii('iit  cliaractcr  Iiad  bcmiii  for  New  Vovk  State,  jind  All)aiiy 
may  claim  the  ^iory  of  (  he  cxpcriuiciil .  It  was  frauuiif  with  tro- 
]n('ii(h)us  results,  (lcstiiit'<l  to  reach  the  ((nidit ion  of  l]iiii)ire  in 
this  (leN'elojiiiieiit  also,  w  hich  had  alreaily  been  jiresautMl  for  oiii' 
State  hy  ;^('olo.uic  format  ion  and  the  supremacy  of  ua1i\'e  tril)es, 
•w  hose  seat  of  govenim(.'nt  w  as  here  hjcated. 


CHAPTE]^  II. 


Tin:  FOOIi  DT'TCII  niUIX'TOKS. 

T  \va>;  not  till  tlirfo  yoars  after  the  fonndinji'  of  l'^)i't 
Oranuc,  or  Al))aiiy,  that  roi;n1ar  colonial  ^ovci-innent 
for  >s\*w  Xetlicrlaiid  was  initiated.  ('a]itaiu  Corueliiiis 
.laeobseii  ^lay,  of  Mie  "  New  Nctliei-laiid,"  had  also 
been  invested  witli  the  oflice  of  Director  of  the  Colonies  to  be 
established  by  him.  ]Uit  he  was  1o  hold  olVice  only  for  one  yeai". 
In  lt;24  A\'illiani  ^'('rhnlst  was  ^iven  the  oflice,  also  for  only  one 
year.  Three  ships  had  followed  the  ex[)edition  of  1023,  with 
nioi'e  Walloon  families  on  board,  who  M'ere  dislribnted  aiuonij,' 
the  two  settlements  at  Fort  (>i-ani;e  ami  on  the  Delaware.  Yet 
colonists  had  also  boeii  added  to  the  number  of  the  traders  on 
^fanhattan  Island,  and  in  1024  one  of  the  i^overninii'  board  of 
the  ^Vest  India  Company  had  sent  a  linndred  head  of  cattle, 
horses,  and  lioi^s  lo  aid  the  worl^  of  a_ui'icult  are  there.  Tims  a 
small  settlement  preceded  the  coming;  of  the  first  Directoi'  CJen- 
eral,  I'etcr  Minnit,  in  l('»2t). 

The  foi'iii  of  ;4()\-ernment  at  the  head  of  which  Minnit  stood, 
was  simpU-  enom:]i.  Associated  with  him  was  a  coimcil  consist- 
ing of  five  nieml)ei's.  with  a  secretary  and  a  scIkihI  fisnuiJ,  or  treas- 
urer. In  the  course  of  the  yeai'  lti2r)  this  n<'W  system  of  regular 
and  perimnuuit  c(donial  i^oNcrnment  had  been  determined  on, 
the  a})pro\'al  of  the  States  <len(i'al,  or  Kepublican  Parliament, 
bein^-  netu'ssary  for  its  institution,  and  the  nomination  of  the 
various  incumbents  to  the  ofiices  ne<'di]ii;  to  be  contirnu'd  by  the 
same  liiiih  autlioritv.    The  lirst  Direct(U'  (Jenei-al  has  iienerallv 
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hi'vn  called  a  (  icnnaii,  because'  he  w  as  a  native  «it  \\'<'sel,  a  I  ow  n 
<»n  the  borders  bet.\\een  (lerinany  and  II(dlaiid.  IIul  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  he  hehl  I  he  olhce  <>{'  (h'acon  in  tiie  t  iiurch  of  J)utch 
IJefornied  refugees,  establislied  theie  a  lialf  centtiry  before  to 
escape  tlie  fui-y  of  Al\a"s  ]>ersecuth)ns  in  tlie  Netherlands,  lie 
must,  therefore,  ha\e  been  of  Ibdland  ])arent am' or  descent. 

Peter  Minuit  and  his  ("ouncil  of  V'wc  en)l)arked  in  the  good 
sliij*  the  "Sea  .Mew,""  and  on  J)eceniber  1*.),  1025,  s(M  sail  front 
Amsterdam.  It  was  a  severe  winter,  and  the  ic('  was  tliick  in  llu' 
broad  Y  immediaiely  in  front  of  the  city,  and  also  mu(  h  impelled 
tlie  passa,ue  over  the  Ziiyder  Zee.  Hence  the  "Sea  ]Mew did 
not  clear  the  chann(d  of  Texel  until  January  t),  IC.l'C.  Jt  was  a 
bad  time  of  the  year  for  crossing  the  ocean,  es])ecially  in  vessels 
s(j  small  and  frail  as  e\-en  the  largest  of  that  (hiy.  The  lirst 
colonial  goN'oiiiment  of  New  York  was  within  tive  days  of  four 
months  in  making  its  wa}'  across  to  its  seat  of  authority,  arriving 
op}Hjsite  the  Island  of  Manhattan  on  May  i,  U\'2i'>.  'rhere  was 
scant  A^'elconle  there  for  so  distinguished  a  company,  and  no 
lodgnu'id  to  he  comj»ared  Avitli  the  quarters  on  board  shij);  hence, 
doubtless,  ^linuit  and  the  cinincil  made  no  move  at  first  to  leave 
it.  There  were  some  settlers  on  the  island,  agriculturists  A\ho 
had  begun  to  test  tlie  soil  to  see  how  it  would  yield  to  methods 
of  cnltivati(Ui  w  hich  had  already  made  Holland  the  garden  of 
]']uroi)e.  and  her  fai'ne'is  the  instructors  of  that  century. 

'inhere,  too,  were  the  men  pursuing  the  ti-allic  i»'V  barter  with 
the  natives.  I'or  their  accommoilat ion  .some  primitive  huts  had 
already  [)een  erected  amid  tic  uncleared  forest,  or  on  the  open 
S]»ace  near  the  son  them  exiremity  of  the  island  at  the  contluence 
of  the  North  and  l-'ast  l>'ivers.  J)u\  whether  in  agricult tire  or 
trade,  much  more  ])roiiounced  advances  had  been  made  at  Fort 
Orange  up  the  river,  and  more  at  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country. 
Now,  howcNcr,  that  upon  agricultural  settlement  and  the  ]»ur- 
suit  of  trade  was  to  l)e  su])erim posed  for  the  Ix'uetit,  (h'Velopmeiil , 
and  i»roteciion  of  both,  a  civil  ailmiiiistration,  tliere  was  ob- 
viously but  one  place  to  be  selected  for  the  seat  of  that.  The 
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rlidicc  fell  ui)(>n  ^huiliatuin  Island,  iiiarl<f<l  bv  nature  as  tlic  spot 
lura  I'oinnicrcial  (•('nt<']-.  imirinu  tlic  roninicrcc  dt'  the  world  with 
its  wido-opcii  arms  of  bay  and  ri\»'rs. 

J'crniaiU'nt  occupation  and  the  tilling;  of  the  soil  inxolvcd  also 
a  manner  of  deallTi^-  with  the  Imlians  not  hitherto  ])ursue<l  in 
New  Net  lierlan<].  The  Dutch  had  occnided  stali(>ns  far  up  the 
Hudson,  on  the  l>ehn\are,  and  on  .Manhattan  itsidf,  and  had 
not  jniindiased  any  land 
from  tln^  aboriuinal  oavu- 
ers.  Tlic  reason  was  that 
only  a  transient  traffic 
Av  a  s  contemi)lated,  as 
mu(di  to  the  interest  of 
the  natives  as  to  that  of 
the  traders;  forts  being- 
only  ])ut  up  to  guard 
against  untoAA'ard  attacks 
of  the  uncertain  Avild 
men,  and  tlie  cultivation 
of  the  soil  being  meant 
inaiidy  as  an  accessory  to 
trading,  to  provide  food 
for  the  agents  of  th(^  com- 
pany. 

A  difTerent  policy  was  --^ y 

noAV    being   inaugurated.     "        '  ~ 

TIIF.   "  NEW  NKTIIKIU.AND." 

and  the  natives  Avere  ap- 

pi'oa(du'd  on  an  entirely  differc-nt  i»rinci]de.  I'or  the  country 
now  detinitely  to  be  taken  into  possession  as  the  nuch'us  of  a 
Settlement,  perlia])s  a  ^r^tate,  a  new  nation,  the  am  luu  ities  in 
Holland  dete]-miiu'd  to  make  honoral)le  terms  with  the  nati\t' 
pi'oprietors  in  pui'chase.  And  so  we  lind  Miiiuit  and  his  couiui! 
summoning  the  (diiefs  of  ihe  tribe  of  the  Keckgawa  w  anks.  a\  ho 
owne(l  these  parts,  and  olTering  to  buy  the  Island  of  ^lanhat  tan. 
The  tei-ms  were  easily  ari'auLicd.   The  rwentv-two  thousand  acres 
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of  island,  with  liill  ainl  plain  and  foicsi  and  .stream,  could 
easily  bo  spaicd  iiy  tin-  Indian  nomads.  And  when  it  was  jiro- 
jiosed  to  i;i\o  tlicm  in  cxi  liani;o  si.vty  ^nildors'  worth  ( (■«jui\  ah-nt 
to  one  hiuulred  (if  our  dolhirs  in  mo(h'rn  \  alues)  of  ]»()ts  and  cans 
and  kettles  and  axdioaiis  and  clot  lis  (ir  blankets  of  L;ay  colors, 
tlie  natives  wej-e  an.xious  to  close  tiie  bar,i;ain,  and  tliouulit  them- 
selves ratlu'r  the  .gainers  over  the  sinijjle  Dutchmen,  who  did 
not  appret'iate  the  ylamour  and  ;.'dojy  of  beads,  and  mii-i  (U-s,  and 
gleamini;  tin  ])ans. 

Tliis,  then,  was  the  aus]»icious  founding  of  the  Einpii'O  Sr^tate  as 
a  colonial  pro\  ince.  The  ac(juisition  of  the  territory  Avas  pr(nn])t, 
folloAved  up  by  acts  of  occupation,  of  whicdi  Ave  can  connt 
three.  I'irst,  there  was  the  construction  of  a  fort,  growing'  out 
of  the  military  necessities  of  the  sit  tuition.  Its  lines  were  laid 
out  with  scientilic  ])recision  by  an  engineer  acconi])anying  the 
expedition,  and  u.i)on  the  site,  familiar  to  later  generaticnis, 
ahuost  dow  n  to  the  nineteenth  century,  and  still  easily  identified 
by  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  City.  It  is  pleasant  io  note, 
liowever,  that  ])eace  w  ith  the  Indians  was  a  matter  of  constant 
assurance,  inasmmdi  as  the  foi-t  was  left  in  a  very  incomplete 
state,  with  walls  only  half  uj),  ami  without  ordinance,  during  the 
entire  term  of  the  first  Director. 

A  second  atd,  imlicating  a  jiermanent  inirjiose  of  occupation, 
was  oiu'  demanded  by  the  necessities  of  trade.  A  warcdnnise  of 
stone  lor  biick  )  was  erected  ab(»ut  two  hundred  feet  east  of  the 
east  wall  of  the  fort,  before  which  stood  a  llagpole  flying  the 
West  India  Comiiany's  Hag  of  orange,  A\'hite,  and  blue,  and  a 
small  gun  on  a  carriage,  for  the  signaling  of  sunrise  and  sunset. 
Here  gathered  the  Indians  of  the  neighboi'hood  with  their 
]>elti-ies,  and  hei-e,  loo,  wei'C  stored,  for  later  shipment,  the 
cargoes  of  raw  hides,  bidught  down  the  river  frtun  I'ori  ()range 
in  boiits.  The  third  act  (d'  occupation  was  in  tlie  line  of  in- 
dustiy:  a  mill  was  built  to  the  n(U-theast  (d'  the  fort,  not  a  thou- 
sand feet  away  from  it.    It  was  operated  by  means  of  a  horse, 
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tlie  lnii;c  millstone  I'olliiii;  around  in  a  troui;h  and  thus  crushing 
I  he  grain. 

The  Secretary  of  the  rroN  inre,  Isaac  de  llasiei-es,  had  not  em--' 
barked  \\ith  the  othors  on  the  "  S;'a  ,Me\v."  lie  arrived  during 
tlie  suniiiier,  in  A!ii;usl.  in  tlie  "  Ai'uis  of  Amsterdam."  The 
good  siiip  was  loaded  with  tlio  jteliries  tliat  had  accumulated 
on  the  island,  and  sailed  home  in  Septendjcr,  Ki^U,  beai-ing 
neai-ly  eight  thousand  beaver  skins,  more  than  eiulif  hundred 
otter  skins,  and  an  assortment  of  nnnlc,  muskrat,  and  lynx,  or 
wildcat,  skins,  numbering  n«'arly  one  hundred  and  fifty.  It  had 
also  a  cargo  of  logs  of  oak  and  nutwood,  liy  that  time  the  liar- 
vest  ha<l  been  gathered  in,  and  samples  were  sent  to  Holland  of 
■svheat,  rye,  barley,  oats.  bu(d-; wheat,  canary  seed,  beans,  ilax — 
surely  an  encoui  aging  variety. 

The  arrival  of  a  I )irect(n--( ieneral  on  Manhattan  had  already 
had  the  effect  of  drawing  jteople  from  the  upper  settlement,  and 
it  must  ha^'e  been  before  or  after  June,  1020,  that  Joris  (George) 
dansen  d("  lfa]iallo  had  couu'  dow  n  fi-oni  Fort  Grange  with  Gate- 
Una  Trico,  his  wife  If  befoi-e  June,  their  baby  Sarah  had  been 
born  on  ^Manhattan  Island  and  in  that  month;  if  after,  it  may 
have  been  born  at  I'^ort  Grange.  At  an}'  rate,  in  Septeml)er,  be- 
fore the  "  Arms  of  Amsterdam  sailed,  the  interesting  event  had 
taken  [)lace.  and  was  duly  reported  at  Amsterdam  on  its  arrival 
there  in  Xo^cndier. 

The  dilliculties  of  the  enterprise  -were  many,  and  it  A\as  neces- 
sarily attended  with  hardshi]»s.  ^^'llen  next  we  get  a  clear 
glimpse  of  affaii  s,  iu  lOL'S,  calamity  lias  ah-eady  come  to  increase 
di>;cour;igem<'ut.  Dining  the  winter,  far  iiku'o  se\ei-e  than  <Mthor 
iMitcliMien  or  "Walloons  were  accustomed  to,  the  tierce  cold  leil 
t(»  I'cid^less  ex]>enditun'  of  fiu  l,  not  too  carefully  guarded.  The 
people  li\'ed  mostly  in  huts  of  bai'k',  sides  and  roof  both  con- 
sti'ucted  of  this  frail  mntcri.il.  A  too  L:,reat  accumulation  of 
tin' lojLis  in  one  of  the  inits  h;id  its  ine\  ifab]c  effect,  and  soon  a 
\\  hole  successi(ui  of  cabins  (  liistering  u]t  against  the  half-risen 
wall  of  the  f<U't  were  consumed  by  the  coutlagralion. 
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In  that  year,  too,  tlicro  w  as  a  threat  of  Imliaii  Iiost  ililios,  w  hi(  h 
caused  tlie  faniiei's  to  liurry  in  from  the  seattere<l  })huitalioiis, 
to  hud(Ue  together  within  the  ine<iiii]»U'te  fortitica tiou.  W  hen 
thus  all  eoliected  together,  the  i)oi)uhUioii  c-ouuted  two  huiiilicd 
and  seventy  souls.  This  was  ijot  so  l»;i.d  a  showing  lor  nuiiihers, 
periia}>s.  but  as  yel  ilier<'  was  not  prexah'id  a  I'eeliui.;  (iT  jkt- 
inanence  in  the  setth  iiient.  ^lany  of  tliese  uk'u  had  enlen/d  into 
tlio  service  of  tiie  A\'esi  India  <  '(;ni]ian\'  lor  delinitt-  terms  of  yeai-s, 
which  were  constaidly  expirini;.  Even  the  \\'alh>on  lamilies 
seem  to  have  ha<l  lliou.uhts  of  ret urnin^i;,-,  siiowint;  tliat  neither 
Lad  they  sti[»uhited  for  a  (  (aitinuous  abo<le. 

]Minuit.  howcwer,  a  man  of  excidlent  cliaiactv'r,  honestly  de- 
voted to  the  interest  (»f  his  masters,  the  West  India  Company,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  c(donists  subject  to  his  rnle,  was  doing 
evi'ryt hiuL;'  in  his  iio\\-er  to  develop  the  resources  of  tlie  sur- 
rounding; country,  and  l»y  the  ho])e  of  successful  intlustry  to  en- 
couj'ag-e  the  coh>nists  ti;  remain.  N'ai  ious  ex}»erim<'ids  at  manu- 
factures Avere  made  under  tlie  slimulatini;  iutluence  of  the  Direc- 
tor's liojieful  enery  \'.  A  wimlnull  \\  as  put  u[)  for  sawing  wood,  in 
addiiion  to  tiie  gristmill  already  in  operation. 

He  set  some  parties  to  <lig  into  the  clay  banks  and  try  to  make 
bricks,  but  the  results  wei-e  not  goc^d,  as  comiiared  wiih  these 
obtained  in  lloliaud.  IMenty  <d'  material  lay  around  in  the  shape 
of  oyster  shells  for  bui'idng  lime  for  nn)rtar.  One  man,  who 
understood  that  bnsint'ss,  was  ]ilaced  over  several  assistants, 
in  hoi)e  that  potash  might  be  obtained;  but  tin,'  exj)t'rimenf  did 
not  succeed.  The  making  (d"  salt  by  e\aporation  of  the  si'a 
water  sui-i-ouniling  the  island  \\as  ]iursue<l  A\ith  diligence,  and 
the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  summer  was  of  great  assistance, 
^linint  was  carelnl  to  point  out  to  the  settlers  the  abiiiHl.mt 
SU[i]ilios  that  nalurc  ]>ro\  id<'d  in  the  way  of  forest  game,  as  well 
as  its  fruits,  roots,  horlis,  ser\'ing  for  food  and  medicine  both; 
ami  !)ut(di  skill  at  gathering  supjilies  of  ilsh  from  the  briny  deep 
was  abumlantly  i-ewa.rdetl. 

lUit  we  must  not  dw(.dl  ti»o  long  upon  events  and  ccnnlitions 
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in  OIK'  <»{'  tlK'  two  places  in  tin-  later  l''niiiii'e  State,  although  chief 
interest  naturally  (•(•nter.s  upon  tlie  point  of  largest  anil  most 
wonderful  (le\'elopni<'nt.  Not  much  liiat  can  claim  recording 
was  occurring  elsewhere,  exi  ejit,  of  course,  at  that  other  nucleus 
of  State  (le\ elojuneiit — A!l>au\.  And  for  this  s.eclion  an  (.'Vi-nt 
of  tin'  greatest  importance  took  i)hice  in  ItiL".),  the  so-called 
granting  of  the  "Charter  of  Prixileges  and  I'l\em]it ions."  It 
was  this  insti'ument  which  created  the  l'atro(uiships,  and  b(U-e 
lasting  and  useful  fruit  only  in  the  c(donization  of  t h(_'  country 
about  the  head  of  navigatinii  on  the  J  ludsoii. 

Something  had  to  he  ihuie  to  em-ourage  colonization.  This 
was  still  the  uupoptilar.  Itecause  the  imnuMliately  unprofitable 
part  of  the  ^^'est  India  ('ompany's  work.  There  was  much  more 
excitement,  as  well  as  divi- 
demls,  in  tiie  capture  of 
stndi  lleets  of  the  Spaniards 
as  the  Silver  Fleet,  take]] 
with  the  greatest  ease  bv 
the  company's  Ih'ct  umh'r 
Admiral  Tlet  Ueiu,  in  tlu- 
harbor  of  Matauzas,  Cuba, 
in  1G2S,  when  some  fifteen 
million  guilders"  worth  i  si;,m)0,000 )  \\cre  taken  at  once,  and  a 
dividend  of  oO  ]k'V  cent,  was  declared  and  i»aid  out  to  share- 
hohh-rs.  ^"et  there  was  the  prosaic  and  commonjilace  province 
of  New  Xetheiland,  and  noihiug  but  colonization  wiuild  do  hero. 

In  order  to  encourage  this,  the  charter  just  mentioned  was 
issued  in  KiLM).  Jly  its  jirovislons  each  shareholder  of  the  coni- 
pany  who  would,  within  four  years  after  making  known  his  in- 
tention, fouiul  a  colony  in  ^se^\•  Xellierland  consisting  of  fifty 
]tei-sons  above  the  ag<^  of  tifK^ju  years,  cotild  secure  thereby  the 
title  of  ralnx'n  (patron)  (d'  the  land  that  would  be  granted  him, 
\\hi(di  might  measure  fotir  miles  along  any  mivigable  str<nim, 
and  an  indefinite  distance  back  therefrom.  This  land  would  have 
to  be  purchased  from  the  natives.    The  ratro(m  was  intrusted 
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"witli  the  ^ovcnmieiit  over  his  colonists,  in  rivil  and  judicial 
matters,  tlio  rij^lit  of  a]»i>eal  to  the  conij)any  beinu'  Icfl  open  to 
llieni.  Colonists  eoininLi,'  over  at  th<_'ir  own  ex[)ensc  wonld  re- 
ceive as  nuicli  land  in  possession  as  they  could  cultivate,  and 
were  to  be  exeni[>l  from  taxes  for  ten  y^'ars.  Uut  the  J'atroons 
and  free  colonists  were  shut  out  fmni  th<'  i)rivilei;e  of  trade  in 
peltries  witii  the  natives,  ex(.'ept  where  the  company  had  no 
factories,  and  then  the  hides  must  be  se'ut  to  Manhattan  Island,, 
and  an  imi»ost  be  paid  of  one  .i;uiid<:'r  for  each  skin. 

As  the  result  of  this  idiarler,  various  pxirtions  in  the  nei,i;hbor- 
hood  of  ^Manhattan  Island  were  taken  uj)  by  the  would-be 
Patroons.  These  were  all  directors  of  the  com])any,  and  in  antic- 
il>atiou  of  the  charter,  which  they  knew  would  be  issued,  had 
sent  agents  t(j  America  to  select  good  spots.  It  was  the  modei'u 
staking  of  claims  ou  government  land,  and  the  trick  of  connng  in 
on  th<^  ground  lioor  t)f  cor])iU'at i(tns,  coinbiiK'd.  It  caused  great 
disgust  and  indignatien  among  the  rest  of  the  Directors,  who 
had  not  been  (|uite  set  (piick;  and  iMiuuit  was  blamed  unjustly  as 
a  party  to  these  })roee(-dings,  with  which  he  had  notlnng  to  do. 
The  Island  of  .Maidiattan  had  been  exempted  from  tlu^se  })rom- 
ised  grants,  but  nuiny  sm-tions  in  the  \ieinity,  ou  Stateu  Island, 
in  ^^'est(dlester  County,  in  New  Jersey,  were  erected  into 
Patroonships.  r>u!  the  enterprise  of  colonization  was  not  vig- 
orously fidlowed  uji  in  these,  and  soon  came  to  an  end,  the  lands 
being  repurchased  by  the  West  India  (/ompauy. 

Only  one  of  the  Pat roonsliips  ]»ro\"ed  a  success,  and  that  was 
the  one  established  by  Kiliaen  van  Pensselaer,  also  one  of  the 
.Amsterdam  I>irectors  of  tli<'  \\'est  India  Com[»any.  lie  took  uj) 
large  territory  on  both  baidcs  of  the  Iludj-on,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  (>rang<',  reaching  far  back  into  the  interior.  I'rom  the 
first  he  acteil  on  the  sensible  principle  that  colonization  can  ludy 
be  made  iiermanent  and  i)rolitable  through  agi'icult ure.  He 
built  along  the  banks  of  tUo  river  substantial  dwelling-houses, 
barns,  and  stables.  s[)ending  his  money  liberally  to  furinsh  these 
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with  lioi'sos,  cattle,  sIkh-]),  aiiil  the  i('((iiisite  iiiijdonu'ni s  for  cul- 
tivating 111*'  ^rA\. 

Tlic  land  was 'also  laid  out  in  con\  t'nit'nr  farms,  and  these 
were  rented  at  a  reasonaldc  tigui-e;  the  liai-vest  was  to  he  offered 
for  sale  first  to  tlie  I'alrooii.  and  the  grain  was  to  ho  ground  at 
his  niills;  but  these  conditions  were  so  nianagod  as  to  he  con- 
veniences and  advantages  for  the  cohtnist,  rather  than  hin- 
drances in  the  \\"ay  of  his  ijrosjxu'it y.  judicious  iicriuission  of 
trade  in  jtcllries  als(j  scr\f<l  to  attiiict  and  beiudit  settlers  on  his 
ground,  althotigh  it  i>roduced  occasi(Uial  conllicts  with  the  c(do- 
nial  authorities  down  the  river. 

Perliai>s  the  ^'an  Keussidaer  l*atrooushi]t  would  not  have 
been  the  exception  among  all  the  others,  had  not  the  proprietor 
been  fortunate  in  the  selectittn  of  his  agent  or  factor.  This  was 
Areud  A'an  Curlaer,  a  tirst  cousin  of  \'an  Kenss<daer  himself, 
who  was  sent  over  to  take  charge  of  affairs  in  l(i:!0.  His  vig- 
orou.s  management  of  .ifT;drs  for  the  colonists  endeared  him  to 
them;  but  his  wise,  kind,  and  honorable  dealings  with  the  sur- 
rounding Indians  has  actually  made  his  name  immortal.  So 
deep  an  im])ression  did  he  make  uiton  these  children  of  the  forest 
that  they  adojded  his  nanu^  as  a  generic  term  for  governors 
and  kings.  The  IJoyal  (ioveruoi-s  (»f  New  York  in  cidoinal  times, 
and  those  of  Canada  today,  go  by  the  title  of  Kora  in  their  lan- 
guage, a.nd  (^ueen  ^'ictoria  is  to  them  the  Kora  h'oira,  or  great 
Kora. 

lu  consequ(-nce,  mainly-  of  the  uiipleasant ness  connected  with 
the  too  hasty  ap[iropriat ion  of  I'atroon  lan«ls.  Peter  Minuit  was 
recalled  in  and  kdt  his  st.uion  in  the  shij)  the  j'^emlracht." 

accompanied  }>y  the  Schouthscaal,  an<l  jierhaiis.  also,  by  the  first 
and  only  clergyman  of  the  settlement,  ot  whom  more  anon.  His 
successor  A\as  Walter  Van  Twiller.  There  is  every  reason  to 
suppose  be  was  a  near  relative  of  the  A'an  Pensselaer  family. 
The  Patroon's  sister,  Alaria,  married  oi^e  Tlykert  Van  Twiller; 
while  Johannes,  \\h(f  succcede<l  his  father  as  Patroon,  married 
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his  cousin,  J^lisiibcl  li  \'aii  Twillcr,  pci-hajis  thi'  sister  of  tlio  nc^v 
])iiH'(.ioi'-(  I(  iici-al. 

coiuii-cl (■<!  though  lio  was,  \'an  'rwillor  was  but  a  <iuis- 
lioiiahlc  six'ciimii  of  a  man  ainl  ollicor.  The  Irustwori  hy  liisloi-v 
of  Piodriili  K  nirkci-liockci-  disi  inmiisln's  him  as  tlic  lir.-^l  of  New- 
Net  Ik  tI  a  i  id's  L:,o\criioi-s,  w  liicli  ma  ni  ft'si  s  a  la  iiu'iil  a l)io  woakiioss 
in  Ml.  1  )iiMliir li's  kiio w  icd of  hisi  ( HW-,  and  somcwliat  in  \  alithi  los 
otiiei'  l•('nla^l^ald(■  statements  in  his  ouiortainim;  annals.  Jlut 
some  of  \'an  Tw  illoi's  w  idl  ant  licnl  icatcd  acts  almost  l  ob  the 
l»ietni-e  h  Knickerbocker  draws  of  him  id'  tlje  elements  of  a 

caricature.  'I'liere  were  rumoi-s  tliat  Ids  jirivate  life  \vas  not  free 
from  \  ices;  as  ,i  iud)lic  man  he  w  as  ^uilI  \  of  ads  of  sid f-ai;.L!,ran- 
dizeuMMit,  wlui  h  finally  wrought  him  dismissal  in  disgrace. 

Jn  A[iril,  Itio-"!.  more  than  a  yeai-  after  J'eter  Miuuit  liad  left 
the  colony,  the  new  I  >irecloi'-(  Jeneral  ai  i  i\  ed  at  ^Manhattan 
Island.  'I'lie  oidy  olticial  a\  ho  had  In-en  lel  l  io  reitresent  the  ^^'est 
Iiulia  Comjiany  was  tiie  secretary,  .John  ^'an  Kemund,  who  had 
snperse(led  Seiridary  (h'  Kasieres  escn  Ixd'ore  3Iinuil"s  recall, 
lie  was  I'elained  by  \'aii  Tw  iller,  w  hose  council  consisted  of  four 
members.  The  same  ship  that  brought  these  hii^h  ollicials  car- 
]'ie<l  to  these  i'ei;ions  also  two  very  im|>ortant  fumdionaries  of 
anotlier  sort -  -a  cleriiynian,  the  llew  r'vei-ai'dus  ]'.oi;aiilus  (or 
jilain  I'^vart  lh>L;aei  i).  and  a  s(dioolmastei-,  Mr.  .Vdam  IJoeland- 
seji. 

lentil  ISoS  it  was  suiqx.sed  that  Mr.  I'.o^ardus  AAas  entitled  to 
tlie  (listinction  of  havinu  been  the  lirst  riiinisier  of  the  L:,(is])el 
to  arri\e  ami  settle  in  New  York  Tity  aiid  State.  Hut  in  the 
above  yeai-  there  was  nneai-ihed  in  Ibdiand  the  actual  oriuinal 
maimscri])!  h  Itei-  of  a  Ke\'.  .buias  .Mi(  hardius,  dated  August  11, 
ir>2S,  and  wriiien  on  Manhaiian  Island.  I'nuu  this  most  valua- 
ble document  we  leai  n  rliat  eai-lier  in  that  ;\'ear  this  (  leruynuin 
had  arriv<'(l,  and  that  lie  had  organized  a  tdiunh.  two  (dders 
having  been  tdiosen,  one  of  whom  was  no  less  a  ])erson  than 
Director  ^linuit  hims(df.  Ser\  i<  es  wcM-e  ludd  during  all  his  min- 
istry in  the  loft  al)ove  the  horsemill;  indeed,  even  before  his 
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coining"  twn  lay-rcndcis,  also  oflicoi-s  of  tlio  (•()Uii)an_v,  liad  hcvu 
wont  to  hoM  roliiiions  services  in  tiial  same  ])l;ice  fidiii  the  time 
llie  mill  was  i)nilt.  Somelliini;  hi'tl(M-  was  pioN  ideil  on  tlie  ar- 
rival of  this  second  clergyman.  An  nii])i ch'nl  ions  cliiuMdi  huiid- 
in.u  was  erectei]  on  wlial  is  ni)W  I'earl  Street,  seme  distajuM' 
soutlu-ast  of  the  fort,  and  directly  on  i  lie  shore  of  t  he  hay. 


1,  ;:Aa.-.ti,'<: 


THE  M'RCHASE  OF  MAXHATTAN'  ISLAND. 


Peace  had  i)revailed  dnrinn  Minuit's  term. 
alihoiiL^h  once  there  had  been  a  threat  of  war, 
hut  it  was  I'ather  amoni;'  the  Indian  tribes 
{  hemsehcs  t  ban  bet  ween  these  aiid  t  he  (  (donists.  ^  el  now  came 
the  second  Director,  attended  by  a  fornii<laba'  military  array,  a 
company  of  soldiers,  nuiidx'i-inu  one  hundre(l  and  fonr  privates 
and  officers.  In  keei)inu  A\itli  this  si^idticant  provision,  \'an 
Twiller  vip,()roiisly  pushed  the  completion  of  the  fort,  whose 
walls  soon  rose  to  sutlicieid  heiuht.  L;rass-i;rown  banks  on  the 
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outside  ilaiikcd  ^\■itll  <iuui'i'v-st(nio  witliiu.  The  era  of  building 
was  marked  also  l)y  tlie  erection  id"  ;i  i-oomy  <  J(»vern()r's  Mansion 
aloni.',  *t  he  cast  si(h'  (d"  the  fort's  (|uadran;4h',  and  Inunbler  l>ar- 
ra(d<s  for  tlie  soldi(  i's  on  the  west  si(h'. 

l>y  all  these  means,  the  ajiitcaraiu c  aud  condition  of  tho  s'dtle- 
ment  must  \\:i\o  been  greatly  iminovod,  and  \'an  Twillci-'s 
energy  in  cai'ryini;'  out  tlu'se  buildin^•  enterprises,  doubt  loss 
\  under  instruction  from  his  cm ployci  s.  deserves  to  be  commended. 
Vtut  his  (diai'acter  broke  down  tinder  the  tem])tation  to  a]»pro- 
priato  land  for  himself,  fur  which  his  jiosition  alVorded  him  anijde 
O])]iorl unities.  Tiy  a  I'oundabout  method,  \\hereby  his  own  share 
in  the  transaction  was  at  first  concealed,  sonu'  sixteen  thousand 
aei'es  of  fine,  level  land  canu^  ItUo  his  ])ossessiou  at  Flatlands,  on 
I^onij;-  Iskuul.  This  ti'ansact ion  took  ]dace  in  Iti.'jd,  and  marks  the 
be,uinnin;j,-  of  settlement  for  that  jtoi'tion  of  New  Xetherland. 
Soon  after  ^'an  Twilk-r  added  Governor's  (then  called  yootrn, 
or  Nut)  Island  to  his  })rivate  domain,  while,  pej-liaps  foi'  the  sake 
of  symmetry,  I'lack well's  and  other  islands  in  the  East  Ixivor 
were  likewise  ;.;athered  into  the  Director's  possession. 

His  term  is  noted  f(U'  the  be_uinning  of  comi)lications  and  dis- 
l)ntes  with  the  English  cohnnsts  as  to  the  ri^ht  to  occupy  certain 
tei'ritories.    In  by  dii'eciion  of  the  eomjtany,  Van  T\\  iller 

boutiht  a  lar'jc  ti-act  of  land  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Conni'Cticut 
iJivei-.  lUock  had  discovered  this  noble  stream,  and  thus  there 
was  the  ri^ht  of  disco\('i  v  on  the  sifk'  of  the  l)ut(di  Keimblic,  but 
it  A\as  deeuuMl  safer  to  fortify  this  ( laim  by  one  of  ])ur*diase  from 
the  native  ]»ro[)riet ors.  The  tract  inchnled  the  site  of  the  })resent 
city  of  1  lart  ford. 

Not  loiiu  aftei-  a  nnndx'r  of  families  from  AYatertown,  Eox- 
bury,  Dorchester,  and  Xewto\\"n,  in  IMassaclius^d  t s,  encouraged 
by  the  ;^i»vernors  of  .Alassachusetts  and  IMyniouth  C'ldoiiies,  de- 
liberately set  out  for  this  tract,  carryin-j  a  house,  constructed  in 
sections,  tak<'n  apart.  They  sailed  up  The  ("'(uinecticut,  past  I'ort 
flood  Hope,  statione(]  on  its  banks  by  the  Duttdi.  The  house  was 
f;Ot  up  w  heic  the  town  (d'  Windsor  is  now,  and  Snybrook  was  at 
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(liOi^aino  time  fouiuk-d  at  ihc  mouth  of  the  I'ncr.  In  view  of  all 
ilii'se  circuiustanct'S,"  says  oiu-,  one  act  of  \'an  Twillcr's  stands 
out  in  stroui;'  contrast  with  whatever  features  of  a  h-ss  favorable 
kind  may  bo  discovered  in  his  character.  A\  hen,  a  few  years 
later,  the  c(»lony  at  ►"^aybrook  Mas  massai:ied  by.  1  he  l*e(iuods, 
ami  two  I']nL;lish  ^irls  were  cai-ried  away  cajilives.  I  he  liirector 
at  om  e  s(_'ut  an  e.\pe<lition  to  recov<'r  them.  Uy  the  jtromptness 
and  address  of  the  Dutch  the  captives  were  restored  to  their 
mourning'  count rynu'n." 

At  quite  the  o])posite  extremity  of  his  ]H'ovince,  Directoi-  Yaw 
Twiller  Avas  also  annoyed  by  encroachments  of  the  l'hi.i;lish.  A 
numlter  of  ad\  entu:'ers  from  ^'ir^inia  came  u]»  the  1  )<'la\\'ai'e  and 
took  possessioji  of  the  abandoned  Fort  Nassau  there.  The  lea<h'r 
of  the  party  was  f)eori;e  Holmes,  and  Thomas  Hall,  an  imh^u- 
tured  servant  of  l)is,  took  this  opportunity  (o  escajie,  and  carried 
the  noAAS  of  this  incursion  to  the  head(|uarters  of  the  Dutch 
('(donial  Government.  Uj)on  this  Vixu  TN\iller  acted  with  A  litor, 
sent  a  boatload  of  soldiers  to  Fort  Nassau,  avIio  easily  captured 
the  unsuspectinj;'  (x'cupants,  and  brought  them  back  Avith  them 
to  ^Manhattan  Island.  They  were  sent  l)ack  to  'S'irginia  in  a 
Dutch  A'essel;  but  the  names  of  (ieorge  Holmt^s  an<l  Thomas 
Hall  are  found  later  among  those  of  the  Avell-to-do  settlers 
about  Fort  New  Amsterdam.  It  se<>ms  that  they  had  IxM-n  in- 
duced, on  the  promise  of  a  tract  of  land,  to  introduce  the  culture 
of  t(»]jacco  in  Noav  Netherlarid. 

An  intrusion  of  a  still  bohh-r  kind  occurred  in  the  same  month 
of  ^'an  Twillei-'s  arrival.  Oji  Ajuil  IS,  Ki:!:;,  an  Jaiglish  shi]i 
("nlered  the  bay  above  the  Narrows,  and  anchored  off  the  foi  t.  A 
boat  i)ulled  away  for  the  shore,  and  a  c<uiference  Avas  asked  Avith 
the  authorities.  II  \\as  learned  that  the  slii))  Avas  1h<'  ^\'illiam," 
in  the  service  of  a  company  of  London  merchants.  Theii'  agent, 
who  came  ashore,  Avas  m)ne  othei-  than  Jacob  I'^elkens.  the  com- 
mander of  the  (dd  Fort  Nassau  on  Ta wassgunshee  hill,  and  the 
liei-o  of  the  famous  trt^aty  A\  itli  the  Indian  Five  Nati()ns  in  KVIS. 
He  iiad  been  disniissed  from  the  service  of  the  I)utch  ^Vest  India 
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('•(iiipaiiy  in  \V>'2'-\,  b<M-auso  of  an  act  oT  troadiory  (owaid  an 
Indian  chief  on  t  he  Connect  icut  Kiv<'i',  \\  lii(  li  had  ma^h'  l  he  li  ilie 
thei'e  snsjiiciiMis  of  tlie  Dnich,  and  inlei-feied  sadly  with  ihe  fin- 
trade.  He  w.is,  therefore,  now  ilio  more  dilii^ent  in  tlie  service 
of  the  l  ival  lai^Iish  eonijiany. 

J^dkens,  in  the  name  id'  his  new"  masleis,  aslcei]  no  favors  of 
tlie  Dutch  J)ii'ector.  They  (daimed  tlial  llenry  Hudson's  nati<ni- 
ality  confi'ri-eil  on  lOn^hmd  all  th<'  riulils  lo  occupation  and  trade 
in  these  regions  \\  hi<  h  were  ded ncilde  from  his  discovery.  Hence 
Ihe  \\'illiam  woidd  jiroceed  to  the  head  of  navii;ation  and 
trade  at  ^^■\]\  w  ith  tlx'  nati\es.  Accordingly,  l'>(dkens  retnrned  to 
his  ship,  the  ]']n^lish  ensign  was  run  up,  and  the  amdioi-  heini:' 
weiuiK'd,  \\ind  and  tide  soon  carried  the  iiUruih-rs  out  (d  si^ht. 
\'an  Twillei-'s  actioi^  in  response  to  this  astounding  (hdiam-e  was 
much  of  the  nature  of  o/ir  /vy  com iijiic.  He  snminoned  all  the  deni- 
zens of  the  st'llleineni  aliout  the  fort  to  coiiu'  to  the  river's  ed;L;(' 
and  driidv  a  Iiunijier  to  the  i^loiy  and  autliority  of  the  Trince  of 
Oran,ue  and  tlie  Kepuldic.  'JMie  appeal  was  not  lost  ui)on  the 
l)eoi)le,  but  it  had  ^■ery  little  (d'fect  iii)on  the  [troiiress  of  the 
William. ■• 

Captain  David  Pietersen  <le  Yries  iiad  just  come  to  Manhattan 
on  his  lirst  visit  in  command  of  a  vess(d  in  the  interests  of  ono 
or  two  direi  [ors  of  tln^  ^\'est  India  Com])any,  who  wished  to 
secure  a  ratroonship.  (>n  his  ad\"ice.  A'an  'rwiller  ^\■as  leil  to 
take  more  <lecisive  measui-es  against  the  intruding;  stran.uer. 
A  ]tinnaco,  a  caravtd,  and  a  •'  hoy,"  manned  by  a  ])aid  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  come  oyer  in  the  governor's  ship  were  sent 
after  till' ^\dlliam."  They  found  t  hai  Ij'llvens  had  lost  no  time 
re-establishiuL;'  his  former  ridai  ions  with  tlie  .M(diawdvS,  establisli- 
ing  an  imi)romptn  mai:azine  on  an  islaml  oi)i)osite  Fort  Orange. 
In  spite  of  tlie  op]>osition  (d"  the  colonists  there,  a  laruc  rpiantity 
of  jHdtries  had  Immmi  si'cnrely  stored  u]»on  lliis  island.  '!'he  r)utch 
soldiers  conniellod  the  laiL;lisIi  saih>rs  to  load  the  '■William" 
witli  the  ri(  li  booty,  wdiich  A\as  promjdly  unloaded  ap,"ain  at  the 
West  India  Comjiany's  stor«diouse  at  Matihattan.  and  the  "  ^Vill- 
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iani  "  sout  alxnit  iis  biisiiirss  miniis  a  (-ai-uo.  ICiidloss  coiiti-D- 
vt'i'.sy  and  rccriin'ma  t  ion  l»ct\Vfcn  llic  l^n^lish  ami  Dulcli  u(iv<-iii- 
nieiits  i;i'ew  out  <il'  tlic  ••William"  iiuidciit.  Il  l>iit  i)rcsa,u<'(l 
the  inevitable  icsult  of  l^iii^lainTs  iiiiscnipiiltnis  claims. 

In  view  of  tli('-;('  troulilcs  wiili  the  i;;i4L;lish  ncii;lil)oi-s,  it  seems 
ineredible  that  \'aii  'I'willer  sliuiild  ha\-e  been  L;uilty  of  (he  ]tiece 
of  du]di(  iiy  which  caiist'd  Ids  remo\  al.  Still  w  as  coloin/.a  I  ion 
by  agrieuitnral  settlemeid  tlie  bane  (d"  the  West  India  {'om|iany. 
A  recent  I)nt<-]i  authority  states  plainly:  •' .\..i;ricuUure  yielde(l 
too  little  to  save  the  coleidsis  i  \v\i  from  starvation,  and  tli<'  c(«m- 
pany,  obliged  to  ]iro\ide  tliem  without  cost  witli  food  and  other 
necessities,  was  less  tlian  ever  iiudined  to  put  into  operation  new 
effoi-ts  to  increase  their  numlier."  This  would  hardly  comj>ort 
Avilh  a  very  tlioi-ouuh  attention  t(»  the  interests  of  the  cohmy. 
But  there  were  woi-se  things  than  tliat.  Tlie  articles  of  food  and 
requisites  for  agriculture,  winch  the  comjKiny  was  forced  to  shi]> 
to  America  and  distribute  to  the  ^'olonists  williont  cost,  were 
sold  to  the  ])e(ij)le  of  the  neighboring  Ivaglisli  colonies.  Tliis 
statement  is  <hdiber;itely  niad('  liy  rhe  sanu^  Dutch  authority: 
"•It  (the  company!  began  also  to  ]iroA'ide  the  neighboring  Eng- 
lish cohmit's  with  o.xen,  horses,  and  sheeji  from  Holland,  and 
with  tobacco  and  salt  from  the  Wc^st  Indies.'' 

Tiiis  was  coiigeiual  a\  oi-k  foi'  the  dishone  st  A'an  Twillei'.  Hut 
it  disgusted  a  less  exalted  ollicer  of  ihi'  com])any,  the  Schout- 
fiscaal  Lubei  tus  van  I>inc]vlage.  He  charged  the  Dii'cctor  with 
this  breai  h  of  faith  with  tiie  company's  own  peoi)le,  and  was 
dismissed  for  his  jtains  and  setit  to  Holland  A\ilhout  [layment  of 
the  salary  overdue.  This  banishment  ])ro\ed  a  Itoomei-ang,  how- 
ever, for  Van  Twiller.  ^''an  Dinclvlage  (dnained  the  ear  of  the 
Btates-t  leneral,  and  he  made  nu I  so  clear  a  case  that  t  hi'  com]iany 
was  roundly  rebuked,  and  aflei-  r<'peated  demands  to  dd  so  they 
reluctantly  dismissed  the  unworthy  ^'an  Twiller,  who  had  served 
them  too  well  in  this  nefarious  business. 

I'erliaps  in  spiteful  emphasis  of  this  rcdnctance  to  remove  an 
oflicer  \\ho  had  m)t  scrupled  to  carry  out  their  unfaithful  policy. 
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the  \N'i'st  India  ('()iii]>aiiy  noiiiinntcd  a  man  as  his  snctM'ssor  of 
most  unsavoi-y  antocedonts.  \\'i![iam  Kicft  liad  been  (lorlai-('<i 
;i  iiankrupt  in  biKsincss  at  one  lime,  b\'  no  moans  si>  noariy  nni- 
vcisally  inotTcnsiw  a  niattoi'  then  as  now.  \\'hotlior  as  t  lio  rc- 
siill  of  t  Ilis  (1  isL;rac<',  of  borausc  of  t  ho  chai -^o  mado  by  soino  t  hat 
Kicfi  liad  api>i-o])riatiM!  money  inlinstod  to  iiim  I'lii-  the  [.aymout 
of  the  ransom  of  Chrisrian  piisonovs  in  tlio  hands  of  Tnrks,  his 
|iortiait  had  boon  nailed  to  tlu'  ualbj-ws  in  La  Ko(  helk',  l  Aaiu-e. 
Ho  ai'i-i\'e(l  at  his  post  on  ^lai-^  h  2S,  KioS.  W  hat  was  to  be  ex- 
]»eeted  from  Ids  rnle  was  soon  evinced  by  tlie  remark  lie  made 
to  the  colonists  who  came  to  \\elconu*  his  a<lvent  anmug  them, 
that  lie  ])0sse8sed  nnjre  anihority  there  than  the  I'rince  of  Orange 
in  llollaml,  because  ho  was  in(h-]M.'ndent  of  the  States-General. 

Instead  of  beini;  ]ir<i\ido<l  with  a  council  of  live  members  like 
Minuit,  or  of  four  like  his  immediate  [>redec<^ss(n-,  the  AN'est  India 
Company'  a])i)ointed  no  council  at  all,  but  hd't  its  choice  to  him- 
s(df.  His  arran^onu'iits  on  this  score  uere  sii^nilicanl  of  much, 
lie  chose  a  single  menilx'i-  (udy,  and  lest  even  lie  nui;lit  not  be 
pliable  em)up,h,  and  should  plact'  some  ol)struction  in  the  way  of 
the  \\(»rkinL;  of  the  Diiector's  own  swi-et  A\'ill,  he  granted  this 
single  conucil  member  one  vote,  and  arro;j,at<'d  two  V(»tes  to 
himself!  Thus  eijuippiMl  for  L^overnment,  t he  coloinst s  must  have 
]<toked  forward  to  iinmense  comfort  and  ]>i-osj»erity  umh'r  the 
new  admiiust  i-at  ion. 

As  the  result  of  the  exjxisure  (d'  the  ruinous  ]Mdicy  of  the  West 
India.  Comiiany,  the  States-ticnoral  id'  the  Dutch  Ifepublic  had 
insisted  on  certain  radical  extensions  of  [u  ivilege  to  the  colonists 
in  New  Xothei'land.  TIk'  company  souuhi  to  avert  the  changes 
<leemed  so  ])oi-ilous  to  tlc-ir  iniorosts  by  ])roposinp,'  S(une  insig- 
nificant nmdilicai ions  in  tlie  charter  of  1020,  establishing  the 
Patroonships.  The  States-GoncM'al  r<'ji.'ctod  these  as  wholly  un- 
satisfactory. Then,  at  last,  in  ld:>'^,  they  ^^X'VO  com])el]ed  to  throw 
open  to  all  tho  colonists  tlio  trade  betwr-e]i  New  Xetherland  and 
Hie  neigliboring  settlemeids  all  the  way  along  the  Atlantic  coast 
frou)  Newfoundland  to  Florida.   They  had  to  relinquish  even  the 
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nionoi»(»ly  in  pclli'ies.  Trade  bd  wcuii  the  mother  cniiiUry  anil 
the  coh)iiy,  h()We\er,  was  lu  b(.'  earried  on  hi  the  shi[»s  of  llie 
company. 

iMlich  as  was  eoncf'ded  by  tliese  new  reguhitions,  tlie  Stah'S- 
(ieueral  were  not  yet  satisfied.  As  stajesiiien,  i-ather  than  nicr- 
eliants,  tliey  were  able  to  ^i;ras])  I  lie  faj'-rcariiiiej,  interests  of  all 
the  eitizens  of  tlu'  IJe]tnI)lic  and  of  the  cuhjnists  in  AnK'iica, 
rather  than  exclusi\ely  contemida le  the  (jUi-stion  of  qiuidc  [>iolii.^ 
for  a  fe\\'  sharehol<lei-s,  with  no  ro'^ard  for  the  eulunists  at  all. 
]5ent  on  making;  trade  as  unrestricted  as  i)0ssib]e,  and  to  en- 
conra^i;e  c(donization  by  malcini;'  its  returns  available  for  as  many 
as  ])ossible,  there  was  tinally  issued  tlie  famous  (diarter  of  Kill). 
By  this,  in  the  lirst  phu-e,  the  ])rivile^e  of  becoming  a  I'atioon 
was  extended  to  other  persons  tlian  tlie  directors  or  sharehohlers 
of  the  West  India  Com]>any  ex<dusively ;  it  being'  open  to  any  one. 
wlio,  within  three  years,  should  populate  the  district  ac(iuired 
with  permanent  seltlei-s.  Xo^\■,  too,  any  [)erson  might  undertake 
the  voyage  between  Holland  and  America  in  his  own  shijis,  [)ro- 
vided  the  trip  \\as  made  directly  and  the  cargo  be  not  broken 
under  way.  To  encoui-age  a<lventurei's  of  smaller  means,  a  tract 
of  four  hundred  acres  of  huid  A\as  [U'omised  to  any  one  who 
would  ti'ans])oi't  to  America  and  settle  there  live  persons,  besides 
himself,  above  the  age  of  fifteen,  hunting  and  hshiug  privileges 
being  also  accorded. 

A  still  more  radical  concession  was  tln^  right  io  numufactuie 
woolen,  linen,  cotton.,  or  any  other  su«di  like  goods.  Should  the 
nund»er  of  the  colonists,  by  these  ami)le  inducements,  be  so  in- 
creased that  Aillages  oi'  towns  couhl  be  foi'uied,  these  wi>nld  be 
allowed  to  have  (heir  own  govei-jiment,  il.e  magistrates  being 
chosen  out  of  a  double  number  laid  Ind'iU'e  the  1  )ii-ect or-( ieneral. 
Moreover,  the  ctunpany  ftfl'ered  1o  give  free  transportation  to 
farming  ]KM*ple  who  wishe(l  to  emigrate  thither  \\ith  their  fam- 
ilies: and  promised  smdi  a  faTin,  furnished  with  agricultural  im- 
plemeids,  iiorses,  and  cattle,  at  the  yearly  rental  (d'  a  bundled 
guilders  and  eighty  pounds  of  butter.    Indeed,  the  company  ^\•as 
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j)i'()iiiisinL;  inoiv  than  it  could  (or  perhaps  iutended  to)  perf(.)ria; 
ami  its  \'i'ry  lihci  alit  v  iiiala's  oik,'  somew  hat  suspicious  of  its  sin- 
cerity, as  the  secjuel  ahundaiil  ly  juslilied. 

"^'et  the  fair  and  tine  words  thai  butter  no  [)arsnips,  now,  as 
always,  had  some  elTect  upon  sanuuiue  naturi's.  During;'  Kiefl's 
administration  Die  eonnti-y  aiouiid  .Manhattan  IsUind  \\as  bein^ 
tliliuently  settled.  In  ^^'est<dlester  County,  just  aci-oss  the  Har- 
lem JJivei',  Jonas  IJronck  located  himself  on  a  plantation,  his 
name  immortali/.ed  to-day  by  the  Kiver  lironx,  Mhich,  in  turn, 
has  !.;i\en  an  ai>pellation  to  one  of  the  Boi'ouulis  of  the  Greater 
New  York.  lie  loaded  a 
ship  at  Amsterdam  with 
bricks  and  other  building 
materials,  ajj;ricultui'al  im- 
plements, horses,  cattle, 
and  carried  over  a  suflicient 
number  of  farmliands,  be- 
sides his  own  family,  to  en- 
title him  to  the  j^rant  i>f 
four  hundred  acres.  Oili- 
cers  of  the  colony,  council 
niembei-s,  secretaries,  and 
such  took  u\)  similar  claims 
ahuii;  the  llai  leni. 

]{eli!j;ious  bigotry  in  New  England  sent  refu;j,-ees  for  asylum 
to  the  ctdon}  of  the  J)utch  Kei»ublie,  and  tlies<'  people  were 
ea;;(.'rly  welcomed,  and  were  let  in  cheeilully  under  the  condi- 
ti<uis  and  priN  ile^cs  of  land  pr(>prietorshi]i  so  recently  extended. 
Tlins  Anne  I[ntihin.son  and  her  adherents  settled  in  the  ex- 
t!-enie  (  (jrner  of  A\'esi(diester,  just  over  the  present  Connecticut 
i>on!idaiy,  and  John  'riiroL^morton.  with  an(»thei'  band  of  un- 
ortho(lox  reli;^ionists,  occu}»ied  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
'I'hi'oLi's  neck. 

This,  too.  was  the  day  foi'  the  beiiinninus  of  actual  settlement 
on  Lon^-  Island,  a  by  m>  means  unimportant  ai>[)endage  of  the 
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Empire  t^tatc  A  llcv.  Mr.  I'r;uicis  ]>(mi;Iity,  I'atlicr  loose  in  his 
vioMS  of  tlic  CoiuiiMiiiioii  or  IJaplisiii,  ami,  t  lu-ri'l'oro,  soinrt  iiiics 
erroneously  made  out  t(t  lie  a  <2";'l^''''i  a(  (iiiir(Ml  a  larui-  liari  la 
"vvhat  is  now  the  town  of  XeA\  town,  in  (Jiiccns  Couiit  w  Ami  cncii 
a  little  before  that  Kiiius  ("oiiuty  had  I'eceiNcd  a  hody  of  [x-i- 
Diauent  denizens  at  ( i  raxesend,  the  ad  m  iieis  and  f('llo\\' I)»di(,'\  crs 
of  the  Lady  .Aloody,  w  ho  had  sacrilired  a  hue  farm  neai-  Salem, 
Mass.,  for  differini;  some  few  hair-l)reail  t  lis  from  the  Puritan 
authorities  as  to  the  virtues  of  ba[>tism. 

A  few  yeai'S  later,  after  the  Indian  \\  ars,  a  b<"i;innin.i;'  ^\■as  made 
in  the  settlement  of  I'.i-ooklyn,  the  eity  that  did  since  eutirely 
absorb  Kin,L',s  County.  In  KMG  two  or  three  colonists  from  ]Man- 
liatlan  Island  took  up  ground  there,  instituting  the  town  of 
Breutdclen,  soon  after  to  develop  into  a  scattering  hamlet,  on  the 
spot  where  thousands  pass  and  rei»ass  in  the  eagei-  [)ursuit  of  the 
commoditie  s  of  a  luxurious  ciA  ilizat ion. 

The  influx  of  emigration  has  always  paid  its  tribute  to  ^lan- 
hattan  Island,  in  the  way  of  a  generous  percentage  of  inhabitants 
dei)osited  there.  It  was  so  under  Kieft's  rule.  Material  improve- 
ments were  soon  visiljle  lu-re.  The  fice<lom  of  intercourse  with 
neighboring  c(d)»nies,  up  an<l  down  tlu^  Atlantic  coast,  made 
visits  of  im])orlant  meridianls  so  fre(!uent  that  the  (ioveiauu' 
could  no  lojiger  undertake  to  extend  to  them  the  free  hospitali- 
ties of  his  own  mansion.  A  fine,  large  inn  was  therefore  put  up. 
dignified  with  the  name  of  Sladr.s  Ilii-hcr'j  (Town  Tavern)  a 
monumeid  to  the  increasing  commercial  iuiixu'tance  of  the 
nascent  Ne'w  York,  and  later  converted  into  its  first  City  Hall. 

^fade  ashamed  of  the  poor  barn-like  structure  on  Tear  Street, 
which  was  the  colony's  oidy  church.  th<'  l>'rector,  in  generous 
rivalry  \\'ith  ("aptain  l)e  A'ries,  subscribed  liberally  toward  a 
building  more  worthy  of  th<'  growing  prosjterity,  and  a  con- 
venient 'wedding  cereimmy  calling  the  I'lilr  of  the  seitlenieiit 
together  to  see  the  dauL:liter  of  the  sinc<'  famous  Aniiek<'  -laus 
married  to  tlu^  first  ])hysiciau  or  surgeon,  gave  the  shrewd 
chief  magistrate  a  clnuue  to  securt^  liberal  subscriptions  from 
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festive  guests,  mellowed  by  fi-equeut  ]H)t;itioiis.  Thus,  in  1G12, 
arose  tlie  Cluircli-in-tlie-Fort,  at  a  cost  of  tAventy-five  liuudrt'd 
jiuildei'S  (sl,000),  coiistruc-ted  of  stouo  or  brick,  and  standing: 
for  nearly  a  ccutury,  until  (k-stro^'ed  by  lire  iu  ITil. 

.^fcan^\ililo  mat  tors  lun!  lirogresscd  so  well  at  I'ort  Oran<;e, 
undci'  the  fostering  care  of  I'alroon  \'aii  Ikonssclacr,  that  the  city 
of  Albany  can  boast  of  beinj;  but  one  ycai'  behind  N(M\'  ^'ork  iu 
the  erection  of  its  first  church.  At  a  point  on  his  lauds  where  a 
number  of  jieople  i^radually  found  it  convenient  to  jait  up  their 
dwellings  iu  closer  ]»roxiniiiy,  tlier(>  insensibly  grew  up  u  sort  of 
conunujiity  like  a  town,  w  hich  received  the  name  of  "  Bevers- 
wyck  "  (Ihe  resoi-t  (d"  beaversj,  a  i-eniinder  that  even  anioug 
these  cultivators  of  the  soil  the  fur  tiade  occu])ie(l  a  }>ronuueut 
place  in  their  thonghts.  Tlie  date  for  this  begiiiuing  of  Albany's 
municipal  history  is  given  as  1G34. 

Three  years  later,  it  is  stated  on  somewhat  doubtful  anthority, 
^Tynhee]'  A'an  lleusselaer  visited  liis  colunie  iu  person.  But 
he  need  not  have  doue  so,  for  his  affairs  AAcre  safe  in  the  hands 
of  Commissary  A'an  Ctirler.  He  stood  like  a  rock  for  the  interests 
of  his  employer,  while  doing  everything  he  could  for  the  colo- 
nists, o])posing  them  only  when  they  yicdded  to  the  temptations 
of  the  peltry  trad(%  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Patroou.  In  this  ad- 
herence to  duty  he  found  it  needfnl  even  to  place  himself  iu  an- 
tagonism to  Adriaen  A'an  der  Donck,  sent  out  as  Schontfiscaal, 
or  Sheriff,  or  Attorney,  ])y  the  proprietor. 

The  latter  did  not  like  to  brave  unpo])Tdarity  l)y  forbi(hling  the 
fur  trade  to  those  anIio  weie  not  licensed  to  i)ursiie  it.  Driven 
from  the  C(dony,  he  cont<'niiilated  starting  a  rival  ratroonship  at 
ivatskill;  but,  fiustrated  in  this,  he  tinally  settled  neai-  Mau- 
ha'ttau  Island,  and  became  I'atioon  (d'  the  region  where  the 
city  of  Yonk(U's  is  now,  m\med  after  him  as  Jouker,  ov  Knight. 
In  1(542  the  Bev.  John  Megapolensis  (  in  plain  Dutch  Van  ^Fech- 
«'len;  or,  pei'ha}>s,  Groolstadt  ),  A\'as  sent  by  Van  Keusselaer  to 
be  the  first  minister  of  the  settlement  at  Beaverwyck,  and  in 
l<'>4;>  a  church  was  built  thirty-four  feet  long  and  nineteen  feet 
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\\i(U',  funiislicd  witli  ]>iili»it  iiiid  S(iuii(liiiL:,-l)<)ar<l,  [icws  for  the 
dij;iut;ii-i('S  of  cliurcli  and  Slat<',  and  all  (d'  jiin<'  Ix-nclirs  (  u  it  Ikiiii 
baclcs)  for  the  conmionaK y. 

Tile  li'ood  domino,  noi  loiii;  aftor  )lio  opening  of  his  niiiiisti\v, 
Jiad  an  oppoil  II  nil  y  to  sliow  1 1x' s[»i  ri  i  uluioid'  Iio  was.  I'atlioi's 
fI()(liU's  and  lli-ossani,  of  iliai  dovoicd  hand  <d'  .{csnii  mission- 
aries, had  hccn  (•ai>tiir<'d  hy  .MohaA\]<  A\aiiiors  on  tho  SI.  Law- 
rt'iH-e  as  th('_\-  rctnrnod  from  iho  fai-  W'osi.  In  Ifif."*.  lu'ws  came 
to  IJevci'Swyci;  tliat  leather  .hxpios  was  al  one  of  the  .Mohawk 
villaLics  with  l\vo  Indian  convciis,  and  tlial  lie  was  sul»jc<-tod  to 
horrible  tortnres  and  tlireaten<'(l  \\ith  deaih.  Uri;ed  by  l)omine 
j\rei:,ai»olensis,  and  his  o\\  n  ^enerons  inteicsl,  Vnn  Curler  went 
lo]'th  and  called  a  r(.nn(  il  of  the  .^b)ha\vks,  to  intercede  for  the 
captives.  Xo  ])e]-suasions  conld  move  them  to  s[»are  the  Indians, 
but  tliey  consented  to  ^rant  ihe  lif(,'  of  Father  do(|Ues,  yet  they 
would  not  sui-rendei'  him,  e\<  n  for  a  ransom  of  six  hundred 
guilders'  worth  (d'  j^oods.  Ho  was  i;iven  his  libe]-ty  and  he  used 
it  to  about  the  foi-est  and  from  village  to  villaL;e  seekini;-  to 
make  converts  to  his  faith.  I'ersmnh'd  at  last  by  ]>utch  Iraib'rs 
to  make  his  escaiM'  to  ISeverswyck,  the  Mohawks'  demand  for 
the  return  (d"  their  iirisoner  was  e\ade»l  by  the  oll'er  aue\\'  of  a 
vansom,  w  hi<  h  was  n(e,\-  acce])ted.  Father  .To(jues  was  sent  t(» 
I'l-auce,  free  of  charge,  in  one  (d'  th<'  shiiis  (d"  the  company.  The 
iie.vt  year  leather  IJres^aui  was  also  rescm'd  oi-  ransomed  from 
the  Indians,  and  likewise  sent  home. 

jMade  dauntless  by  reliu;ioiis  zeal,  I'ather  Jixpu's  returne<l  to 
Caua(bi  in  Kitt;.  His  sojouiai  aniom:  the  ^Mohawks  pointe<l  him 
out  as  a  fit  amliassad(;r  to  1m-  sent  to  the  council  of  the  l"'i\"e 
Nations,  to  (di'ect  Ih  it  often  attemjded,  but  never  attainable, 
aim  of  the  Frenc  h — jieace  an<]  friends1ii]>  willi  the  Iroipiois.  The 
disc-riminatiui!,  sa\a^es  respected  the  sacreil  (diaracter  of  the 
an\bassa<lo]'.  and  ]>erhaps  dec<'i\cd  by  tlieir  treatment  id'  him  at 
this  time,  I'atiii.'r  .To(|nes  resohcd  to  ^o  amon^■  them  once  iiHU-e 
and  establish  a  ])ermanent  mission  amoiiii  thc'  Vivo  Nations, 
lint  lU)  sooner  <lid  he  auain  come  anions  them  in  rhis  ]trivate 
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(•apacit V,  (lian  lie  A\'as  seized  as  tlieiv  retiii-iied  jirisuiiei-  by  tlie 
M.iIkiw  ks.  Il  was  in  \aiii  t!ii'  (-(mncils  of  the  otlier  nations  re- 
niuii-^t  rate(l ;  tlie  tribe  clainied  its  barbaric  rii^lits,  and  torture 
and  death  became  the  portion  of  tlie  de\o|ed  [(i-eacIuM"  ttf  the 
<  i-o>s,  before  the  bene\(>h  iil  JMilt  li  couhl  interfere  or  had  even 
h'arned  of  his  im]>endin^'  fate. 

'I'lirouuh  all  the  neai-ly  thii-ty  years  of  intercourse  ]»ei  ween  the 
I)nlcli  tra(h  rs  and  setth-is  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Indians  on 
I  lie  other,  from  U\\'>  to  Kill,  no  disasters  of  sa\;!;j,('  raid  or  massa- 
cre had  ever  Ixd'allen  the  juMiph'  id'  New  Xetlierland.  It  was  a 
i-ecoi'd  which  scarcely  one,  if  niiy.  other  colony  in  America  could 
siiow.  It  was  destined  to 
In-  broken  under  the  t  bird 
hutch  Director,  and,  as 
miL;li t  be  sui)])osed,  it  w  as 
in  lar^<-  ]»art  due  to  his 
mean  ami  \iudi(  tive  tem- 
per. In  I  he  early  summer 
of  Hi  10,  a  party  of  sailors 
fiiim  a  shi])  bound  for  the 
I  >chi  ware,  la  !id(  d,  as  w  as 
tusiomary,  on  Staten 
Island,  near  the  present, 
'rom]dvins\ille,  in  order 
to  take  in  their  sujtply  of 
water,  'idiey  found  sonn^ 
exci-lh'iit  young  pii^s  runidni:  alioiit  the  shore,  and  could  not 
resist  the  temptaticui  of  calchinu  tlieiii,  with  a  \  iew  of  ha\  ini;'  on 
lioard  a  few  ijuarfers  of  appeiizinii  bacon  or  fiesh  juM  k'.  Sailiiii^' 
away  on  t  iieii-  vi >yai:(\  The  < | nest  ion  arose  who  had  st  <den  the  ]iiiiS. 
Tlie  owners  too  readily  accused  the  Indians,  and  complained  to 

I  Iiat  elTect  to  t  he  1  )ireclor. 

Hastily  coiicludiiiL;  that  the  Iiidiaus  A\"ere  uuilty,  Ivieft  sent 
<'\er  a  force  of  men,  under  his  secretary,  \'an  'rienlio\en,  who 
ujion  the  nnsnspectiiii;  K'aritans  dwcdliui;-  on  the  island. 
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buiiiiiii;'  their  (•(O'liticlds  and  iii t Iilcsslv  killiiiu,  scvci-al  of  flic 
bi-jivcs.  Kict't  (l('clinc(l  he  had  i;i\t'ii  orders  not  to  ])i()cct'd  to 
extrcniit-ics  lu-cdk'ssly,  hut  {>o^sihl\  liis  men  ])rott_v  coricctlv  in- 
tcv]»i*('t('d  till'  Sjdrit  and  tonipcr  of  thoir  master.  It  was  the  lii'st 
thi'<nv  of  the  tirehrand,  and  a  conihitira  I  ion  was  sure  to  folhiw. 

The  next  year,  l(i41,  occurred  tlie  murder  nt'  (daes  Sniils,  who 
fell  the  \  ic(ini  of  re\ent:('  for  a  wntii^  d(»ne  tifteen  \cars  hefoie. 
The  nuii'deri-r  ^\■as  a  youn^  Indian  of  the  \\'eck(iuaes_i;e(  1;  tribe, 
dwelling;  in  \\'est(  hester  County,  w  ho  had  sec^i  his  uncle  killed 
by  three  iie^ro  sla^■es  heloiiuinu  to  Directoi-  Minnit  in  1(;2(1,  and 
of  which  no  one  ever  knew  till  this  act  of  retaliation,  performed 
as  a  duty  accordinu  to  tiie  Indian  code.  Xevert Indess,  the  cul- 
prit was  demanded  fi-om  the  tribe,  ^\'h(t  icfused  to  (hdiver  hiui. 
A  force  of  eijihty  uien,  under  lCnsii;ii  \'an  l)y(dc,  were  sent  into 
the  woods  of  Westchester,  losing,  theii-  way  and  tindinj;  no 
Indians.  r>uT  a\\ed  by  tliis  (iemonstration,  they  w<'r<'  induced 
to  make  peace  on  the  condition  of  suri'ench'rini;  the  offending 
youth,  which  ^\■as  jiever  done. 

Jsow,  for  some  time  ])etty  and  is(dated  acts  of  h«istility  toidc 
place,  giving  evidence  of  tlu'  miscdiief  that  was  brewing,  until 
Kieft  was  precipitated  lieadlong  into  an  ad  of  inexcusable  and 
iin])ardonable  atrocity.  In  the  month  of  I'ebruary,  HU;j,  the 
Mohawks  and  confedei'ates  were  on  the  warjiath,  driving,  as 
usual,  eviM'vthing  .Mgon(|uin  before  them.  Two  fugitive  tiibes 
ho]»ed  for  ])rotection  from  the  l)ut(di  government,  and  11(m1  down 
toward  ^lanhattan  Island.  One  party  sto])])ed  at  Paulns  Ilook, 
or  I'avonia,  on  the  Jersey  shoi'e  ()])]»osite;  but  a  S(M-ond  crijssed 
tlie  river  and  lodged  in  the  woo<1s  cleai'  across  the  island 
at  Corh'ar's  Hook,  o])posite  the  ])resent  lirooklyn  shore.  Kieft 
determined  to  seize  this  o})portiinity  of  thoroughly  ])unishing  the 
Indians  for  their  recent  assaults  on  the  colonists.  He  sent  an 
ex])edition  against  each  of  these  cowering  tribes,  on  the  nights 
of  l'\d»rnary  27  and  2S,  and  a  wholesab^  slaughter  was  the  result, 
only  a  few  escajiing,  and  neither  women  iu)r  <-hildren  b(M'ng 
sj  tared. 
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Now  the  war  ^\■as  on  with  a  vcii^caiicrs  a  liowi  of  iii(lii;iiation 
went  up  from  all  the  f^urrouiulinj;-  tribes,  ami  tlie  I'urv  of  bhjod 
aiul  (U'N'astation  tlUed  ev<'ry  sa\ai;»'  breast  aiitl  l>amle"l  all  the 
Indians  to!J;Otlier  in  one  common  cause.  Tlie  set  t  b'liients  in  West- 
chester were  ^\■ij^e(l  out,  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  Jolni  Thiojj.niorton, 
and-Tonas  i'.ronck,  wit h  a  score  of  1  heii- (h^jxMHh'nts  anil  followei  s 
were  killed.  On  l^oni;  Island,  Francis  l)oui;lit_v  was  dri\en  from 
NewtoAvn  and  his  plantation  <lestro\cd.  Lady  ]\Ioi)d_v  was  at- 
tacked, and  only  her  extraordinary  precautions  and  stroni:,  de- 
fenses enabled  lier  to  resist  the  foe  till  relief  could  come. 

In  Kill  tliere  Avas  a  eonferenc(,'  for  }>eace  with  the  Indians  on 
Lon<4-  Island,  whicdi  Captaiji  De  A'ries,  who  had  won  the  con- 
tidt'uce  of  the  Indians,  attended.  l?ul  the  Loul:,  Island  Indians 
could  not  conlrcd  the  i-iver  tribes,  and  not  until  a  formidable  w  ar 
party  had  invaded  Westchester  and  defeated  an  intremdied  party 
of  Indians  th'M-e,  was  peace  linally  established  on  a  permanent 
basis,  iu  Au.nu.st,  ir>ir>.  'i'lic  coloinsts  drew  a  lon,u-  breath  of 
relief,  and  celebrated  a  Thanksni\  inu  Day  on  September  o.  Kil."), 
iu  .lii'atitude  to  a  kind  Providence. 

A  feature  of  the  Imliau  war  of  unudi  ]»olitical  importance  in 
(he  iiistory  of  the  State,  a\  as  that  it  ^ave  occasion  for  the  l»<-i;in- 
niuj4S  of  i)0]Milar  re)>resentatiou  in  affairs  of  ^()\'ernment.  Tuder 
t  lie  stress  of  the  calamit  ies  he  had  bi'ouLiht  dow  n  u])on  the  colony, 
Kieft  could  elTect  nothiiii;'  A\  ith  his  council  of  one  member,  with 
a  d(tuble  vote  foi'  hims(df.  Twice  he  called  to^clhei-  the  body  of 
ctdonists,  and  aske(l  them  to  select  "  Eiiiht  ]\Ien  "  ta  feature  of 
hutch  muincipalities )  goo<l  and  true,  who  mi^ht  advise  him 
as  to  the  courst'  to  be  taken,  and  tlii-on!L;li  whom  necessary  funds 
might  be  raised,  l.ul  avIh'U  these  representatives  asked  bu* 
reforms  of  a  geueial  nature,  ihey  wei-e  disregarded  or  dismissed, 
or  (lie  pi'fjnsises  made  to  them  were  not  kejtt. 

As  a  T'csult  of  his  conduct  iu  the  Indian  complications,  Kieft 
was  i-ecalled  in  iru*!,  and  in  May,  III  17,  his  successor  arrived, 
the  redoubted  and  familiar  figure,  INder  Stuyvesaut.  Like  the 
(irst  Direct(^r,  he  was  a  thoroughly  respectable  and  honorable 


54 


Till::  KMriiii;  sta'I'i;  in   rnuKi:  cKXTruiKS. 


mail.  A  soldier  by  jn'ofi'ssioii,  lie  IkkI  been  the  ('(uiijcniy's  I)iicr- 
tor  on  (lie  Island  of  ( 'inarao.  in  r  he  ^\'(■st  I  ndics,  si  i  1 1  in  t  lie  jios- 
session  of  Ibdhind.  In  an  aciion  auainst  anotlici'  AN'csl  In<Iia 
isbnnl.  in  the  scr\i(('  of  tlic  coniijaiiy,  Slny\('sant  had  been 
wonndrd  in  (lie  leu.  ncccssiial  inu  Ircaturcnt  and  snbsiMpicni  am- 
putation in  Uollaiid.  and  wliib'  IJifrc  tlir  api»oinl  nienl  to  Nov, 
Netlicrjaml  canic  to  liini.  lint  witli  all  liis  slnidy  honesty  as  a 
ma.uisti'ato  and  cxcclloncc  as  a  nia)i.  liis  soldierly  ti'ainin.u  was 
no  guaranty  tliat  ho  A\'ould  be  any  nioro  successful  in  ,u(>\"erninL;- 
freeuu'n  than  those  w  ho  had  ij,oiie  befdi'e  hiin. 

His  esfiuuiti(ui  of  iio])ular  rights  A\as  soon  inade  manifest.  On 
liis  arrival  he  said  that  he  had  come  to  be  as  a  father  among  his 
children,  bnt  this  relai ion  did  not  augur  mm  h  attention  to  tlie  ex- 
pressed wants  or  wishes  of  the  jieople.  if  they  were  h>oked  upon 
as  mere  irresponsible  and  immatnre  beings,  "whose  father  natur- 
ally laiew  better  w  hat  tin  y  nee(h'd  than  they  did.  His  acts  car- 
ried out  tlie  ominous  ])romise  of  this  spoken  seiitiineut.  Two 
]»atroons  -who  had  also  be*'(uiie  residents  of  the  cohuiy,  biought 
suit  against  the  retiring  Kieft,  finding  abundant  ground  f(U'  com- 
])laint  in  that  ex-Directiir's  many  acts  of  injustice. 

The  snit  came  before  the  new  Director,  who  at  once  ended  the 
{)roceedings  by  condemning  the  two  i»laiuti!rs  to  a  heavy  fine 
and  banishment  from  ilu'  cidony,  on  the  simjde  grouml  tliat  it 
was  treachei-y  fnv  a  subject  to  ])rosecute  a  magistrate,  no  mattei" 
how  great  an  olfemler  lie  might  be.  This  contention  was  a  gro- 
t<'sqne  om\  especially  among  the  citiz(Mis  of  a  I'ejuiblic.  The 
]>buntirfs,  of  conrse,  recei\"e(l  immediate  redrt'ss  in  ir(dland,  and 
kStuyv(  sanl  was  rebuked  for  his  absurd  ruling. 

As  the  years  went  on  mat  t ei  s  di<l  not  im]>rove.  T'omplaiuts  of 
arbiti'ary  and  autocratic  measures,  in  ntler  (bsregard  i»r  the  will 
of  the  jX'ople  under  his  care,  wore  l'epeate(]|y  S(Uit  to  the  States- 
<ieneral.  At  one  lime  Stny\i'sant  was  summoned  to  Ilolh-nuk 
but  he  sfuit  the  cohuiial  secretary.  A'.in  Tieuhoven.  to  (b'fend 
him.  As  the  om^  thing  he  could  not  foi'ct^  from  the  ]^eople  was 
their  money.  e\ce])t  with  their  consent,  his  nee(l  (^f  funds  c(un- 
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Iiitii  at  last  ttt  call  a  lucctinu  of  lli<'  cdloiiists.  lie  rr- 
qiicsti'il  tiu'iu  to  noiiiiiiatc  ci^litccii  rcincscut  a  I  i  \'<'S,  from  \\iios(,' 
iniiiihcf  lie  sflcrtcd  iiiiie  iiicii,  as  was  wont  to  bo  done  in  eoiimiu- 
iiilirs  in  tlie  fatheilaiul.  Tliese  were  to  cotisidci-  a  scheme  of  tax- 
ation, w  liicli  was  to  he  imposed  w  illi  theif  consent.  J^nt  S(nyv<'- 
sant  did  not  S'  i-!i]de  to  o\('rii(h'  the  docisi<m  of  (his  Ixxlv  wlieii 
ii  suited  him,  or  w  hen  tliey  sl(iod  to(»  incoiiveident  ly  in  tlie  w  ay 
tit'  ids  own  ineastii'es. 

The  frictioii  of  antlioiit  ies  intlame»l  liearts  on  both  sides. 
Adfiaen  Van  <lei'  Donck  was  now  a  resident  on  Manhattan 
Ishind,  and  his  ability  as  a  lawyer  made  him  a  ^■aluabie  leader 
of  the  ()]>position.  IL^ 
was  pre})arinti'  an  elab- 
orat<'  complaint  ai^ainst 
Stnyvesant,  to  be  sent  to 
I  iollaiid.  w  Ih'H.  w  it  lioiit  a 
shado\\  (d'  ri.uht,  Stny- 
\esanl  ordered  a  search 
of  his  hotisc  and  seized  his 
pajiers.  The  nine  men 
now  delei:ated  throe  of 
I  heir  nunil>er,  headed  by 
\'aii  dor  J)on(d<,  t(»  j^o  to 
ibilhiiKl  ill  ]iers()n  and  uel  tho  ear  of  the  St ates-( JeiH'i-a  1.  This 
i>o(ly  linally  (h'teriidneil  ujioii  a  measure  whereby  the  authority 
of  Stnyvesant,  as  Director  of  the  l'ro\iiic<',  mii;ht  be  se[iarated 
!  roni  I  ha  t  as  a  mai;ist  ra te  uo  \  (M-iuni;  his  i  uimedia  I  e  neighbors. 

'I'iiat  is,  they  i;raiited  incorporation  as  a  city  to  the  s«'ttlemeiit 
abuul  I'lUt  Amsterihim,  \\  hi(  h  was  to  be  Kiio\\ii  h  ■iicefdrth  as 
New  Amsterdam.  The  measure  weui  into  effect  on  I'ebruary  L', 
l''"'"'>.  It  had  been  su])[M»sed  that  the  people  WMudd  be  p<'i'- 
nniled  to  choose  the  municipal  ot'licers.  J'.ut  in  this  tliey  wero 
di->a]tpoint<'d.  The  two  1  biruomasters  ami  the  live  Schepens  (a 
sort  of  Aldei-men  with  judiciary  fum-tions)  were  appointe<l  by 
the  ]>irect<u-  himself.    Tin'  Sclninl  or  Sheriff  ^\•as  appointed  by 
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the  States-( k-iii'i-al  tlu'iusclvcs,  and  they  sclcetcd  Joachim  Ku}- 
ter,  out-  of  the  aeeusers  of  Jvieft,  w  lioiu  Sliiyvesaut  had  baiiishc(L 
But  Kuyter  was  .soon  (.hereaftci'  kilk-d  by  an  ludiaii,  and  tljeii 
the  autocrat  appointed  ona  of  his  own  creatures  to  tli(.'  place. 

It  was  about  tliis  same  time  tiiat  liie  various  settlements  on 
Long'  Islaiul  \\-ere  organized  into  toM  uships.  Ureuckelen  and 
Flatlands  and  Flatbush  had  had  for  several  years  one  oflicial 
between  them,  a  sort  of  town  clerk  and  sheritt  combined.  Now 
to  these  and  (jther  towns  were  given  separate  clerks  and  sheriffs 
and  schepens,  or  judiciary  oflicers.  And  thereafter  when  Xew 
Utrecht  and  Bushwick  were  first  occupied,  provisions  for  town 
government  were  made  from  the  beginning.  It  was  the  same 
with  Ni'\\  to\\n,  r^lusliing,  Jamaica,  and  Hempstead,  in  Queens 
County,  'fhese  privileges  fostered  a  spirit  of  self-assertion  in 
these  rural  communities,  "s^'hich  dared  to  measure  itself  with 
Stuyvesant's  autoci'atic  tem]ier  itself.  In  Novendjer,  and  again 
in  December,  IGoC,  delegates  to  the  nuuiber  of  two  or  three  from 
each  of  these  country  towns  met  at  the  City  Hall  with  the  two 
Burgomasters  and  one  Sche})eu  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  di<l  not 
hesitate  to  pwi  ori  record  what  they  thought  of  Stuyvesant,  and  to 
forward  the  same  to  the  home  go's  ernment. 

Affairs  at  h'ort  Orange,  or  Beverswyck,  do  not  call  for  nuu  li 
notice  from  the  historian  at  this  time.  There  were  a  successi(Ui 
of  dis}!utes  between  the  Director  an<l  the  I'atroon's  officers,  as  to 
rights  of  ti-ade  and  matters  of  jurisdiction.  Occasionally  a  strain 
occurred  in  tlie  relations  with  the  Indians,  but  peace  was  main- 
tained by  ri'])eate<l  coiu-essions  on  both  sides.  An  event  of  note, 
however,  was  the  founding  of  Scheneclady  in  IGGl.  Some  of 
denizens  wii  bin  the  Patr(j()nship  disliked  the  system  of  feudalism 
to  which  they  wcn-e  subject(^d.  Xo  less  a  person  than  Arend 
van  Curler  himself  symi)atliized  with  them,  and  a  com|)any  und(n- 
his  leadership  went  forth  westward,  and,  jturchasing  from  the 
Indians  a  tract  of  land  on  the  '•  Great  Flat  "  on  the  Mohawk 
Biver,  they  settled  at  the  Schenectady,  or  open  door  of  the  "  Long 
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Jlouse,"  drawn  a.  liltle  fuitiici-  wcslwavd  before  this  earliest 
march  of  (.•ivilizati(ju  aloiii;  the  .Niohau  ic. 

]jut  now,  also,  the  loiii;  ini('r\al  lier\\e<Mi  Nt-w  Amsterdam  and 
Fort  Oranjj,e  began  to  be  oeen])ic(I  at  a  ])oint  aliiKjst  midway  be- 
tween the  two.  Yan  dt.T  Donck's  atK'nipl  to  settle  at  Katskill 
liad  been  follow t'd  by  a  grant  ot  the  tei-riiory  th<;'re  to  a  IJreueke- 
len  eolonist,  who  liad  remU'i-ed  some  ser\  ice  to  the  government; 
and  since  that  ^'an  JJenssehier's  agent  !ia<l  bought  it  as  an  aj)- 
]>endage  to  the  "  colonic. No  regular  settlement  was  begun 
there,  ho^^■ever,  as  there  was  at  Konduit,""  now  Kondont,  or  a 
jiart  of  Kingston.  The  nanu^  A\  as  sh'i-ived  fr(uu  a  redoubt  built 
here  in  1014.  Xo  further  or(  iipntiou  took  ])la(  e,  nor  was  even 
the  strijnghohl  funnslieil  w  it'.i  a  garris(ui.  A{  hist,  about  the 
year  ](;52,  a  nuud)er  of  families  es('a[»iiig  from  the  fetnlalism  of 
liensselaerswyck,  took  up  land  here  on  a  ti-act  called  Atkar- 
karton  by  the  Indians,  on  the  I']soi)US  IJiver. 

The  Indian  raids  whicli  trouiiied  rNlaniiattan  again  iu  1{>~>~>. 
interfered  with  j)rogress  also  up  here,  nntil  Stuyvesant's  lirm 
liand  restored  order.  Again,  ihire  years  later,  the  iiatives  be- 
came troiddesome,  and  Stuyvesant  came  u])  \v\\\\  hfty  sohliers, 
an<l  soon  made  terms  with  the  natives,  lie  demanded  that  the 
coh)nists  concentrate  their  dwellings  within  a  i)alisaded  village. 
It  was  scarcely  tinished  when  the  thoroughly'  rccouciletl  Intlians 
made  the  ])eople  a  ]u-esent  of  the  whole  tract.  Hence  the  place 
was  called  "  W'iit  w  yck  "  (willing,  (U'  free-A\  i!l  to\\  nl,  which  ob- 
tained a  cliarter  oi'  patmt  in  lOCI.  A  shiM  itT  was  appointed.  In 
KiflO  a  chiu'ch  liad  been  oiganize(l,  and  the  K(!V.  Hermanns  Ulom 
bccanu'  its  hrst  ]»astor. 

.  It  was  on  Long  Island  thai  tli<^  first  intiniaii(Uis  of  the  storm 
that  buisl  in  hhiglish  con(]Uesl  over  Xew  XrtlK'rland  began  to 
appear,  llumblings  of  the  a]iproa(diing  catastro]die  to  l^utch 
rule  had  been  heard  tinif'  ami  again.  Encroarhments  on  the  Del- 
awai-e  and  the  Connecticut  had  been  scarcely  held  baclc,  and  th(^ 
frnsti-ation  of  the  AVilliam's  errand  only  made  the  English 
nnu'i'  determined  to  press  the  claim  which  bade  her  owners  defy 
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Van  Tw'ilk'i-.  On  I.oii.u  Ishmd  tlic  pcojilc  of  New  r]ny,land  de- 
scended at  w  ill,  and  oiuaiiizcd  lowii  a  t  ier  t<i\\  ii. 

Already,  in  KI.'M,  Cliai-les  J.  Iiad  )n-(H  iircd  a  i^raut  <if  tlic  wiiolt 
island  to  tlie  ICarl  of  Siirlinu,  and  altlioa^h  ai^cnts  of  the  llarl, 
who  oecasionally  visited  New  Anist  eidinn,  were  dismissed  willi 
contempt  or  sent  as  i)i-isoners  to  Holland.  ])ions  coni^reuat  ions, 
under  tlu'  ^iiidam;'e  ol'  ]»astors,  kept  ci-osslnu  tlie  Sonnd  and  fixing 
their  aboile  on  the  island  on  the  strcnutli  of  ]tatents  ami  grants 
made  on  the  authoi-ity  of  >it  ii  lini^  and  his  countess.  Tints  a  ])art y 
of  emigrants,  recently  arri^■ed  from  Norfolk  at  New  na\('n,  set- 
tled at  Southold  in  1(110.  In  tlie  same  year  Soutliami»ton  was 
settled  by  a  conniany  from  Lynn.  ^fass..  who  had  first  ma<le  an 
attempt  to  seize  land  on  Cow  Uay.  TJeitig  reimlsed  thence  by  the 
Dutch,  they  rounded  ^Monrank  Point  and  organizc^d  a  town  ami 
church  simultaneously,  fortilied  by  a  ]>atent  given  by  an  agent  of 
Lord  Stirling.  In  K!:]!)  Lyon  (Jardner  bought  from  this  same 
agent  tiie  island  of  that  name,  and  to<d;  up  his  residence  on  it. 

Thus  gradually  tlie  variotis  townships  in  Ruflolk  County  were 
found<Ml,  and  A\ilhin  the  bounds  of  New  Xelherland.  in  Queens 
County,  English  towns  existed  under  the  rule  of  the  r>utcli 
Directors.  These  Luritau  towns  of  Long  Island  gave  Kieft,  and 
especially  Stuy\esant,  <'ndl(^ss  trouble,  and  prepai'ed  the  ^vny 
very  materially  for  iIk,^  final  ccnupiest.  Thoy  formed  at  one  time  a 
sort  (^f  ('«uif<'deiat ion.  of  A\'1ii(h  one  Cajdain  Scott  was  electe<l 

Presidout."  In  the  early  ]>art  of  KKU  this  doughty  Ca]ttain- 
President  rodo  on  a  raid  thr(!ni;li  the  (owns  of  Kings  County, 
without  doiiig  much  b(Mlil_\-  harm  to  anybody.  Thcv  were  in  collu- 
sion with  the  ex  pod  ii  ion  of  Colonel  yic(dls,  whi(di  came  in  August. 
Kit!  I.  to  donunid  the  surrender  of  Xe^\'  "Xethcrland.  tin'  story  of 
wlii(di  is  familiar.  Pro(dam:itions  A\'ere  dated  from  ]daces  in 
Long  Island,  and  when  Sjny\esant  reluctantly  yitdded.  one 
stipulation  A\"as  that  the  army  of  Long  Island(u-s.  roady  to  cross 
the  East  i;i\-er,  should  not  b(^  ]>crmitted  to  aiil  in  the  reduction 
of  New  Amsterdam,  norland  on  .Manhattan  Island. 

"We  have  thus  come  to  the  end  of  l)ntch  rnh'  over  tlu^  teri  itory 
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<if  llic  I'^nipirc  v^lntc  'I'liat  f  he  colonist s  \  icl<lc(l  w  itliuni  a  blow, 
fvi'ii  (liouuli  aiiiiiiahMl  to  stoiiK-st  i(sist a iicc  by  their  uallaiit 
tlioiiuli  imiiopubii-  com  ma  iidi'i',  \\  as  not  so  iiiiicli  tbc  result  of  tin' 
liojx'li'ssiicss  of  resistance,  or  a  laclc  of  resolution  in  the  hour  of 
dauber.  It  was  ow  iuLi' to  the  persistent  mismauav,<'ment  ami  l)a(l 
fait  h  of  the  uiercaut  i h'  corjiora  I  iou  to  w  hose  I  ender  mercies  their 
fate  had  Ijeen  committed  for  over  forty  yc^ars.  A  careful  review 
of  the  exasjicral  iui;  situation  of  the  colonies  throui^liouf  those 
years  is  made  by  a  1  )utcli  historical  s(diolar  of  eminent  authority, 
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and  may,  therefore,  \\  (dl  claim  the  merit  of  imparl  ia  lily.  It  w  ill, 
I  herclore,  be  i n I ( 'f 'sl  i ii ^  as  W  ''il  as  i nst  rtid i \  e  to  observe  what 
In-  says,  and  we  \\ill  rc|)rod  lu.'  his  scutimciils  in  almost  his  own 
\\or<ls,  transferred,  of  course,  to  ;ni  lOuulish  d.ress. 

\\  e  ha\'e  already  seen  how  plainly  he  speaks  of  the  conduct  of 
the  company  in  seliinL;  pro\isi(Uis  and  cattle  and  horses  to  ri\al 
c(donies  al  a  i»i-(dit,  which  it  \\as  luuind  to  c(Ui\'ey  to  the  colo- 
nists for  nothing,  \\hile  they  were  star\inu  b»r  the  lack  td'  these 
necessities.  Speakitiu  (d'  the  Colonial  i  lo\  crnmenl ,  it  is  ri.Lihtly 
leinarked  as  a  teri-ible  disad \aul  a^e  that  life  and  property  and 
lioii.ir  and  libertv  were  umonditiiuialh'  at  (he  mercy  of  council 
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iiu'iubei-s — ilic  creaturi's  uf  the  I )ii'CM-t( )!•-('! (Mu-ral.  Tli<>  deercL'  of 
1G39  Avas  calculated  to  dotci"  vwvy  one  from  rcpaii-iii;:,  to  a  coun- 
try where  he  A\'as  hanijtcrcd  in  the  clioice  of  a  trade,  and  was  not 
free  to  disi)ose  at  will  (tf  the  fruits  of  his  labor. 

3Iuch  r(dief  seemed  to  he  j:,ranted  bvthe  liberal  [irovisions  of 
1G40.  15nt,  as  we  intimated,  the. excessive  liberality  raised  sns- 
jsicions  of  sineei-ity.  The  company  had  granted  tlir'sc  ])rivileues, 
perforre,  at  the  urgent  denian<ls  for  imi)ro\einent  on  the  part  of 
the  !r>tates-(  Jeneral ;  and  m)  sooner  had  t-ompliance  quiete<l  tluit 
body,  and  it  ha<l  withdrawn  its  attention  to  other  affairs,  than 
the  company  returned  to  its  old  oppressions  and  restrictions. 
The  otter  of  free  transportation  was  taken  back  even  in  the  case 
of  cattle.  Deeds  for  lands  transferred  to  cohuusts  who  fulfilled 
the  sti]»ulated  comlitions,  yvwe  2,iven  to  such  as  would  a^i^ree  to 
sulunit  to  all  tlie  former  imposts  and  exactions.  Xonc  of  tlie 
liberties  of  citizenship  and  s(df-j;()\'<'rnment  which  Dutchmen 
"were  accustonu'd  to  exercise  at  home  were  permitted  in  the 
colony.  And  wIk'u  the  States-(  Jeneral,  repeatedly  ai)pealed  to 
for  I'cdress,  sou.uht  to  interfere  for  the  nuiintenance  of  ri,uht,  it 
found  itself  hindered  by  the  banefid  inlluence  of  the  comi)any, 
e\en  ui)on  the  delilterat ions  of  this  highest  lei^islature  of  the 
l{e])ublic.  The  States  of  Holland,  throu,i;h  its  representatives, 
enjoy<Ml  th<-  greatest  poA\er  here  because  it  ])ai<l  57  p<u'  cent,  of 
all  1  he  i'X])enses  of  t  lie  ( "omnionwealt  li ;  and  the  Amsterdam  mer- 
chants who  were  in  the  West  India  ('om])any  knew  ho^-  to  kee}) 
this  ]>o\\«'rfid  delegation  jtartial  to  their  interests  as  a^^ainst 
t  liose  of  t  he  colonists. 

"'i'hus,"  concludes  our  author,  'Mhe  coloiues  remaiue(l  undi'r 
the  rule  of  merchants,  M'liose  conduct  was  a  perjietual  illustra- 
tion of  the  simple  truth,  flo^vinu'  even  from  the  very  nature  of 
man.  that  i^ovei'ument  ami  business  »h>  not  u'o  top,ether.  3[uch 
profit  and  little  ou.tlay  was  ever  the  motto  of  persons  to  whom 
was  intrusted  the  nianai^cment  of  States  across  the  seas.  Hence 
their  defense's  ^vere  neL;lected,  emiuration  rather  opposed  than 
encouraged,   mitives   oppressed,   the   colonists   regarded  and 
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iic;it<'(l  :is  fiviils.  TIk'  a<lvci!siri('S  A\itli  wliicli  tlicsi.'  liad  to  eon- 
I.-ikI  everywhere,  place  in  the  elearesi  li^ht  that,  Iri'edoui  of 
labor  aii<l  of  tra<Je  are  a  vital  coiHlition  of  cohinial  jirosperity, 
;iii<l  that  the  luolher  coiintiy  in  the  end  does  injury  to  its(dl'  in 
l»fin^  intent  only  upon  its  owti  proHt,  and  to  withlndd  from  pri- 
\  ale  enterprise  important  branches  of  indnst  ry."  • 

It  can  not  be  said  for  a  moment  that  l']n^lamrs  statesmen  and 
Ilnuland's  nier(  hants  were  any  the  less  at  fault  in  the  api»lication 
of  these  [>rinci[iles.  It  was,  indeed,  the  obstinate  refusal  to  recog- 
nize these  that  led  finally  to  the  Kevolution.  ]?nt  the  Dutch 
colonists  had  before  them  an  impressive  example  of  greater 
[•olitical  freedom  among  the  coloiues  dependent  njxtn  England. 
In  1(143  the  four  cohmi<'s  of  3Iassachiisetts,  IM\inonth,  Connoct- 
icnr,  and  New  Haven  had  fnrme(l  themsidves  into  a  league, 
railing  itself  "The  United  Colonies  of  New  England."  Su(di 
union  was,  a.s  I'rofessor  I'iske  remarks,  •*  a  tacit  assum}ition  of 
sovereignty  on  the  part  of  the  f<iur  coloiues.'' 

It  argued  a  degree  of  ])olilical  autonomy  which  u'as  ama?;itigly 
in  atlvance  of  that  enjoyed  by  the  colonists  in  Xew  Xetlierland. 
if  I'ngland  could  j)ermit  such  a  state  of  things  among  her  colo- 
idsts,  what  miglit  not  be  expected  from  her  rule  over  their  own 
benighted  and  oppressed  province?  Ilence  tliey  rejoiced  at  the 
chance  of  repudiating  the  autocratic  l^^tuyvesant,  an<l  casting  olT 
tin-  intolerabh-  yoke  of  tlie  West  Imlia  Company.  It  Avas  yet  to 
be  seen  whether  in  changing  masters  so  eagerly  they  lia<l  not 
jumped  from  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire. 


DK  PKV6TER  ARMS. 
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Tin:  cirAxci:  to  rfmtisii  domixion. 


\ KpnoB^^ II I']  iiM'ii  wlio  ]\a\i-  siiceossivcl V  been  ili<'  cliiof  ina^is- 
ti'atcs  of  the  tirriTuiy  now  known  as  the  l%ni]>iro 
State,  are  natin-ally  ol'  nioi'c  than  a  })assin!4-  intores! 
to  those  anxious  to  beconie  acqnainte*]  with  iis 
annals.  ^Ve  sliall  do  well,  thei-efore,  in  eacli  instance  to  [»ause, 
ho\\e\'er  biielly,  to  uct  a  glimpse  of  llieii'  t-areer,  both  l»efore  ami 
after  their  ocrnj)an(y  of  IIk'  jtosition  which  brin^^s  their  names 
before  ns. 

Colonel  IJiehard  Nicolls  had  been  born  in  and  A\as  thus 

just  forty  years  (dd  w  hen  he  seized  Xe^^■  Xetherlainh  lie  was  the 
son  of  a  barrister,  but  on  his  mother's  side  \\'as  descended  from 
the  ICarl  of  ]']iL;iii.  He  A\as  a  student  at  th<'  uni\-ersity  wlien  the 
Civil  War  bi"<ds;e  out,  and  h'ft  his  studies  to  take  command  of  a 
troop  (d'  liorse  on  th(-  siih-  (d'  tiie  Kinu.  He  ftecame  attaidieil  to 
James  Smart  ami  f(dh>wed  him  throuuh  his  exile  on  the  Conti- 
nent, sei'vini;-  with  him  nndei-  'rui-eiiiie  and  Cond(''  in  the  armies 
of  France.  At  the  Restoration  such  loyal  attachment  did  not 
fail  of  its  rewar(L  >.'ic(dls  obtaini'<l  a  (-(donelcy,  held  an  ollice 
in  the  iCoyal  household,  and  ^\heu  Charles  11.  l)esto\\'eil  New 
Xetherland  ui^on  his  brother  -Tames,  now  iMike  of  York,  Xicolls 
was  selectt'd  to  carry  out  tlie  scheme  of  con(|Uest,  and  was  mad(^ 
Covernor  td'  the  territory.  Jf  must  be  owned  thai  he  i)roved  a 
faithful  and  ellicienl  si'rvant.  so  far  as  his  master's  iiderests  were 
concerned. 

The  city  of  New  Amsterd.am,  and  the  province  of  New  Nether- 


THE    K.AIFMRi:    STATE    L\    TIIUEE  CENTURIES. 


03 


1:111(1,  Avcro  at  once  pivon  a  coTiiinoii  iiaiuc,  tlint  of  New  Vorlc,  in 
hdiior  (tf  their  pi-iiuely  propi'lrtor.  'I'lir  ii-.-w  title  a.s  applied  te 
the  city  has  proved  to  bo  a  sa<l  misiioiuei'.  I'or  although  New  "^'ovk 
City  is  HOW"  and  has  been  for  nearly  a  century  a  ii<ir  Auister- 
daiii,  another  nielrojiolis  and  (iuecii  of  coninieiTc  in  another 
republic,  it  ne\'er  attained  anyllimu  of  the  (diaracter  of  anotliei' 
York,  a  (luiet,  iinconiniercial.  (  (■(  lesi.-ist ic;i  1  cai>iial.  Itut  for  tin' 
province,  the  name  New  York  did  as  well  as  any  other. 

Es]>ecially  about  Manhattan  Island  liie  reproduction  of  con- 
ditions in  ^'orkshire  was  dilii^eiii  ly  atteiniited.  As  in  the  English 
county,  there  were  Kidings  ( /.r.,  'I'hrit hings,  ThiiMls),  or  the 
three  divisions,  ]']ast,  ^\'esr.  and  North  Hidings;  s()  there  was 
an  East  Kiding.  e(|ni^'alent  to  the  later  Suffolk  County  on  Long 
Island;  a  West  liiding,  including  a  part  of  \\'est chester  (^'ounty, 
Newtown  township  of  (>ueens,  all  of  Kings  ('(uiiily  and  all  of 
Staten  Island;  while  tin-  North  Hiding  to(d^  in  the  four  remaining 
towns  of  Queens  County.  The  rest  of  the  pro\i uce  was  pre- 
sumably not  stitficienily  populated  to  be  gi\en  any  further  civil 
distinctions.  Nicolls  ^\.^s  to  ruh-  it  as  gd\erii(»r,  wilh  the  assist- 
ance of  a  cotmcil,  c(^nsisting  of  live  members.  .Matthias  Nicolls. 
possil)ly  a  relative  of  the  goAcrnor,  was  apj)ointed  s<M-retary  of 
the  lu'ovince,  and  Tlnunas  iJebnall,  Collector  and  J{ecei ver-(_len- 
erai.   These  ollicer.s  were  among  the  five  members  of  the  Council. 

Almost  inime(iiately  after  the  stirrender  of  New  Amsterdam, 
a  force  \\'as  sent  up  the  river  to  take  formal  [lossession  of  tlu'  set- 
tlements there.  No  resistance  was,  of  course,  made,  and  in  re- 
turn peaceful  ])ossessi(m  was  taken.  I'^)rt  Orange  and  its  neigh- 
boring r.everswyck  were  renamed  Albany,  a  subsidiary  tith'  of 
the  Duke  of  "*»'ork.  .\  garrison  was  placed  in  the  fort;  the  van 
Kenss(daer  I'atroonsliip  was  not  disturbed,  but  a  new  title  was 
rcipiircd  to  be  taken  out  for  It  at  New  A'ork.  At  lOsopus  n<'W 
olhcials  \vere  ai>pointed,  and  a  gairis(ui  left  at  the  fort  under 
Captain  P.rodhead,  the  ancestor  (d'  a  noted  historian  of  the  State. 
The  cajtfaiirs  sevei-iiy  led  to  a  rev<dt  id'  the  seiilers  here  a  year 
or  two  later.    The  Nitlai'c  brewer,  much  esteemeil  b\-  his  nei"h- 
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bors,  and  a  ser;;eant  of  militia,  was  arrested  for  some  tri\i;il 
offense.  The  people  became  very  iiidiuiiant,  aiul  in  their  at  tempi 
to  rescue  their  townsman  one  of  them  was  killed  by  a  s(ddier. 
Nicells  had  to  interfere  to  restore  (]uiet,  but  while  he  censnred 
lIi'odhea<l  he  did  not  remove  him. 

But  while  everytliing  moNcd  (piiei  ly  njion  the  scene  of  the  con- 
quest itstdf,  the  oiitrai;e  was  viuorously  resente(l  by  the  Dutch 
]\epub1ic,  and  s<'A'eral  years  of  wdv  follow<'d.  These  were  the 
days  of  the  ^yreat  <lrawii  battles  on  the  sea  between  the  I'^n^lish 
and  the  Dutch  under  De  lUntcn-.    At  one  suprenu'  moment,  in 


nam  was  ^iveii  in  exclian^(.'  to  th(}  Dutch  Republic,  and  botli 
in  England  and  Holland  it  was  Ihon-ht  that  the  latter  had  the 
best  of  the  bargain. 

The  Peace  of  IJreda  gave  an  opportunity  for  return  to  America 
to  the  late  Director  Sluyvesant.  who  had  been  snmmom^d  to 
Holland  by  the  ^^'est  India  (,'oiu])any  to  answer  charges  of  trea- 
son and  cuwardice  befor<,'  the  States-(jeneral.  With  such  a 
record  as  we  have  sho\vi\  th<'  A\'est  India  ('omp;in\-  had,  in  its 
niismauagement  of  Xew  Nethei  laud,  it  A\  as  not  dilhcult  to  i>rove 
that  these  (diarges  were  ridiculous  on  the  ])art  of  sncli  accusers, 


THE  DAMKX  HOLSE. 


IGGf.,  the  great  Admiral 
sailed  with  a  fleet  up 
the  Thames,  destroying 
the  ICnglish  shipping  at 
Chatham,  and  the  booiu 
of  the  invader's  cannon 
was  heard  in  Lomlon. 
At  last  negotiations  for 
peace  were  entered 
upon  at  lire(bi,  in  ]bd- 
land,  in  lUiu,  and  by 
the  tonus  of  the  treaty 
England  Mas  contirmefl 
in  the  possession  of 
New   York,   and  Snri- 
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;iinl  Sliiyvesant  was  fully  ('xoiicratcd  by  tlu^  ^states-General,  lie 
rcnirued  in  1(I<>7  by  \vay  of  I'^nulaml.  and  on  liis  passage  did  a 
last  n'ood  turn  ft)i'  his  e-onntry  by  obtaining  from  the  easy  Charles 
(hf  privilege  of  <lirrrt  trade  between  Holland  and  its  foiaiier 
depen<Iency,  three  ships  being  allowed  to  sail  thither  ann\ially 
for  the  s[)ate  <d"  st-ven  years.  (Jnee  more  at  home,  Stuyvesant 
spent  several  peaceful  yeai'S  in  the  bos(»m  of  his  family,  de\-eloi>- 
ing  his  extensive  plantations,  an<l  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years 
in  l''ebi-nary,  1072,  being  buried  on  his  own  estate. 

Jn  October,  lOtii,  (»r  little  o\(']-  a  month  affer  the  surrender, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  late  New  Amsterdam  were  railed  u[»on 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  England.  There  was 
at  first  some  objection,  as  it  ^\  as  (daimed  that  in  this  there  was 
a  violation  of  the  articles  of  surrender,  which  had  stipulated  to 
leave  the  jit'ople  nndistnrbed  in  their  rights  and  piivileges,  and 
here  was  a  disturbance  of  a  most  radical  n;iture  in  their  r<dations 
to  their  mother  country.  Bnt  it  ^^'as  ol)vions  that  the  surren<ler 
liad,  by  their  own  act,  already  made  this  change  in  allegiance, 
and  they  could  not  be  subjects  (d  the  crown  in  fact  without  also 
exi)ressing  their  allegiance  in  explicit  form.  Xo  one  saw  this 
more  clearly  than  Stuyvesant  himself,  and  he  h^d  the  citizens  in 
th<>  act,  folloAved  by  the  two  ministers  <d'  the  Dutch  congrega- 
tion, until  soon  all  of  the  two  htmdi-ed  and  fifty  or  nntre  of  land- 
holders and  substantial  citizens  had  complied  with  the  <lemand. 

A  more  (juestionable  proceeding  ^^■as  a  decree  of  Xicolls  that 
all  those  holding  lands  under  titles  from  the  previous  l)utch 
colunia!  government,  must  renew  them  as  issuing  from  the  l)nke 
of  York  Ixd'ore  a  certain  date,  under  penalty  of  b(dng  forfeited 
otherwise.  A  fee  was  to  be  ])aid  for  the  renewal  of  th  title,  ami 
Nicolls  neede<l  the  money  that  ^^■ould  be  derived  thence.  There 
was  considerable  ojiposition  to  this  decree,  and  it  was  \\  ith  sonu' 
justict'  claimed  that  here,  imleeil,  was  a  violation  of  the  Arti(des 
of  Surrender,  lint  Xicolls  cari'ied  out  the  ])roject  in  spite  of  the 
threatened  rebellion. 

The  opposition  had  been  most  determined  on  Long  Island,  and 
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these  t<>\\iis  of  IMiiitiin  or  New  I'lsulaiHl  oii^iii  l^cpt  \i]>  their 
reput at  ion  t'tir  t  iii  hiiU'iicc  ami  iiK Ii'Ix'ikN'iici'  of  spirit  ii ii(h'i'  ii  v 
i;()Vfi'Hors.  IvcconniziiiL:,-  tlicir  s('i-\iccs  ia  effectiiiu  the  coii- 
qiU'st  of  New  Net  hci-laiid.  Xicoll.s  iiiNitcd  all  tho  sixteen  towns 
on  the  island  to  send  two  dele^ateri  t'ach  to  a  conference  ;it 
Hein[)stead,  to  \\hi(di  Wesirhester  also  was  asked  to  send  two 
rei)i'esentat  i\('S.  llelore  this  hod_\-  (d'  thiriy  foui-  i;()od  men  and 
true,  immensely  tlatt<'red  l>y  this  formal  snnimons  on  the  jiai-t  of 
tlie  Koyal  (ioNcrnor,  Xicolls  submitted  a  code  of  laws,  known  as 
tlie  Dulce's  Laws."  These  ])i  ovi(h'd  t  he  estal)lishment  of  higher 
and  lo\wr  courts  in  ]u-oi)cr  gradation:  first  and  loAvest,  the 
" 'J'own  Court";  next  in  order,  the  ''Court  Sessions,''  con- 
stituted by  the  justic<'s  of  the  ]»eace  of  tin-  various  towns;  an<l 
highest  of  all,  the  "  C(uii-t  of  Assize,"  comi)osed  of  the  governor, 
council,  and  the  town  magisrrates.  There  was  assigned  a  high 
shevil'f  for  "  \'orkshii\',"  of  v,  hich  these  sixteen  towjis  and  the 
one  of  ^^'estchester  forme*]  a  part,  with  a  deputy  for  each  of  the 
three  r  idings. 

'The  code  of  "  Dulce's  Laws,"  besides,  embraced  a  prctt}'  exten- 
sive range  of  subjects:  It  regulated  the  conduct  of  neighbors 
toward  each  other,  jjroviding  imnislinients  for  angry  or  vitupera- 
tive terms.  .  .  .  The  marking  of  hogs,  brewing,  and  bui-ying, 
])u]dic  woi'ship,  t^abbatli  keeping,  divination,  medical  attend- 
ance, times  foi"  execution,  mai-ital  indations,  marking  horses, 
selling  liijuor  ro  Indians,  and  a  thousand  and  one  other  things 
Aveie  jumbled  logether,  and  received  imi)artial  attention  in  these 
Duke's  Tiaws." 

The  bucolic  delegates  were  so  ]>leased  at  having  been  called 
together,  and  ha\ing  these  laws  so  ceremoidously  sulunitted  to 
them  by  Colonel  Xicolls.  that  they  seenn-d  to  have  missed  their 
real  import,  and  thought  oidy  (d'  the  honor  ]iut  upon  them.  An 
address  dated  ^faridi  1,  Ifib."),  and  signed  by  eatdi  of  tho  thirty- 
four  d(degates.  was  drawn  uji,  tcdling  the  l)uke  (d"  "^'oi'k  liow 
mu<di  the\'  ap]»reciated  the  honor  and  how  satistie(l  they  were  ii> 
I>e  tlependenl   on  his  L'oyal    llighness.  aihling  tlu-se  fatuous 
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words:  ^^'('  <lo  fartlier  boseecli  your  Kuynl  Iligliiiess  (o  accept 
of  ihis  address,  as  llu'  lirst  friiiis  in  this  L;ciieral  nioctlug,  for  a 
iiit'iiii»rial  and  record  a^ainsi  ns,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  \vlien 
we,  or  any  of  them,  sliall  fail  in  our  duties."  This  was  reckoning 
a  III  ih'  w  it  hour  1  heir  liost. 

On  caliu'v-r  exaniination,  w  heu  tliey  ^\■el■e  lioiiie  again  auiong 
their  h'Vel-lieaded  eonst i tueii Is,  they  found  tiiat  in  these  DulvC's 
Laws  there  ^\■ere  no  provisions  wlialever  tor  either  llie  expres- 
sion or  tlie  o]teratiou  of  tlie  ])opuhir  with  Olhcers  of  tlie  t(jwiis 
wei-"  to  be  appointed  at  Xew  York  by  tlie  governor,  as  they  had 
been  at  Xew  .Vuisterdani  by  ilie  director.  There  seemed  not 
much  satisfaction  in  the  ehange  of  names,  '^i'lie  }ieoph.^  found 
that  Yorksiiire,  witli  its  picturesque  ridings,  was  not  to  be  at 
all  like  the  Xevv'  England  Confederacy.  And  so  there  was  con- 
siderable excitement  in  the  excitable  Long  Island  toA\  ns,  and 
things  were  made  none  too  pleasant  f<jr  the  obsequious  signers 
of  the  a.(hlvess  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

So  shaiqi  was  the  criticism  of  them  by  tlu'ir  neighb(>rs  that  the 
("oui  t  of  Assize  issued  a  decree  threatening  prosecutioii  against 
I  host'  who  spoke  detractingly  of  the  deputies  who  had  signed  the 
paper.  The  east  en<l  people,  hailing  from  across  the  Sound, 
wer<'  most  rei-aK  il  rant.  Sout  ham [)toii,  I\]ast  liampton,  and  South- 
<'i<l  M  I'nsed  to  rereive  the  ol1irei-s  ap]toiiit (^'d  for  their  towns,  and 
v^iild!ehl  tiieir  taxes.  They  elamoi'ed  for  their  free  town-meet- 
ings, .b.hn  I'nderliill,  the  ;ippointe<l  dejmiy  sheriff  for  the 
North  Kiding.  derhired  that  the  people  were  slaves.  hTnes  and 
imi)ris(uimeiit  were  inllieied  in  i '.rookha veii  and  ITushing. 

l"or  an  uim  <Miini(rnly  long  [»eriod  alter  the  orcupatioti  of  New 
^'ol•k  <'it_\  by  its  l^nglish  rulers,  the  aspects  of  affairs,  so  far  as 
the  miiiiici[i;il  go\ci-ntiifnt  was  conceiiied,  remaincil  without  a 
cliange.  At  the  ('ity  Hall,  on  Coentie^  Sli[),  the  chief  direction 
f)f  city  business  was  still  in  the  hands  of  two  burgomasters,  five 
sidiepens,  and  a  sellout.  If  on<'  could  have  stood  outside  by  the 
open  w  itidow  s  of  the  "  Durgi  i  ineestery  "  (»n  the  pleasant  days 
of  the  Indiati  summer  of  K;!',!,  lie  would  base  heard  the  sturdy 
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toiK's  of  ollicial  Diitcli  w  irli  nil  its  mittci-nl  ascciKlciicv.  Xici)lls 
was  cci-tainl y  coiisidt  rule  of  rlif  feelings  of  his  rccoitiy  suhjoctcW 
colonists  ill  this  particnlar. 

Not  cvon  when  the  lorm  of  the  I'lilcli  oniccrs  cxpiicd,  on  I'ch- 
ruai'V  2,  KKi."),  was  the  chaiiiic  to  l']ii.i:Iis|.i  forms  or  names  effected. 
It  was  June,  1(;(;5,  wiien  this  was  first  done.  Then  a  mayor  to(dx 
the  place  of  the  two  buri.;(»masters;  li\c  aldermen  were  ap- 
I)ointed  in  the  p!ac<'  of  the  li\'e  scIk  pens,  and  a  sheriff  was  snl)- 
stituted  foi-  tlie  sclionl.  And  Nicolls  was  ha^tpy  in  his  choice 
of  mayor.    The  first  Mayor  of  New  \'ork  was  Thomas  WilleU, 
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an  En,nlisliman,  indeed.  I)Ut  he  had  come  to  I'lymonfh  with  the 
Pil'^rims  from  Leyden,  in  Holland,  and  for  at  least  t\venty-thi'ee 
years  he  had  been,  a  resident  ann)ni;  the  ll(dlandeis  on  Man- 
hattan Island,  so  that  he  was  iiearlily  one  with  them,  and  thor- 
oni^hly  con\ersanf  with  their  )i(do\ed  mot  hei'-toni;ni'.  The  city 
had  attained  a  jiopnlation  of  about  lifteen  hnndre(l  souls,  atid 
was  still  contini'd  to  the  territory  south  of  the  ]>resent  ^Vall 
^^treet.  V*>v  several  (b'cades  after  tlu"  coiuiuest  that  sti'eet  was 
far  ui»-town, 

Charh's  II.  had  )iot  only  done  injustice  to  the  Dulidi  in  his 
liberal  urant  id'  Ann  rican  teri'itory  to  his  bi-olher  and  lu-ir,  Iho 


THE  sta  i  i:  in  tiiukk  cknti  uiks. 


|)iik«'  <»f  Voi-lc,  li<'  liu"!  (Hiit'llv  ^r;iiit<Ml  a\\a\'  the  lainl  of  his  own 
coloiiisls.  TIm'  tonus  (»f  the  donation  indndod  a  lar_i;c  portion 
of  Connecticut,  in  fact,  more  tlian  lialf,  as  tlie  l)oun(hiry  line  of 
.James's  ]»ro]K'rly  was  extended  to  the  Connecticut  K'iver,  and 
included  ali  of  I.oul;  Ishind.  lly  the  ('(uivent  ion  of  llaitford 
of  \{'>M),  tlie  dispute  between  Sluy\esant  and  the  J^iiulisli  as  to 
(lie  l.on^  Island  towns  liad  been  settled  by  drawing  a  line  aloni*; 
the  east  bovnnlary  of  Oyster  Bay,  conceding  all  east  ni'  that  to 
Connecticut.  Nicolls  fortunately  to(dv  the  i)art  of  the  hitter 
c(dony,  and  althouuh  he  could  not  restore  her  l.onu  Isbmd  de- 
pemlencies,  the  r)uke  consente(I  to  limit  his  claims  to  her  teiri- 
loi-y  on  the  maiidaiid  by  a  lino  di-awn  twenty  miles  east  (d"  the 
I Itidson  JJiver. 

Another  territorial  decision  of  im])ortance  A\  as  one  separatini; 
Xew  Jersey  from  Xew  York.  New  X(dherland  had  at  one  time 
extended  (031  ]»a]>er,  (d"  course)  fr(»m  the  ConiuH-t icut  I{i\er  to 
the  ])(.'laware.  l''ollo\\  inu  the  example  of  his  royal  brotlwr, 
Charles,  in  iii\ini.!:  away  w  hat  was  not  his,  Jam<'S,  even  in  Jun(\ 
Kltll,  b(d'ore  New  Xetherland  had  been  taken,  ;;ave  away  the  i)art 
now  known  as  Xew  Jersey  to  two  court  favorites,  Sir  Cicoi-^e 
Carteret  and  I>ord  Jierkeley.  Of  a  sudden,  rhili]>  Cai-teret,  as 
cousin  of  Sir  (bMrr^e,  a]>peared  at  Xew  Ycu-k,  ])resentinL;  a  letter 
from  James  to  Xicolls,  directing'  him  to  se|»arate  Xew  Jersey 
from  Xew  ^'ork,  and  transfer  the  L^oveinment  to  the  beai-er  of 
the  letter.  The  incident  is  important  only  as  markiiiu  the  ()riiiin 
of  the  distinction  bet  wetai  the  two  proxinces,  and  the  prouress 
toward  the  detiiule  delimitation  of  what  we  now  know  as  the 
l-^nndre  State. 

A  5j,lance  toward  a  ]i(U'tion  of  the  State  far  dislaui  from  the 
pai'ts  we  liave  jtist  been  cmisiderinu,  and  w  hich  (daim  sn(  h  ]>re- 
ponderat inii'  attention  because  of  their  earlier  settb-nient,  will 
lniiii;-  to  nund  some  interesting  transactions  on  the  soil  of  Xew 
"^'ork  on  the  part  of  another  iM'.ropean  nation.  The  French,  w  ho 
^^■ere  the  first  to  Set  foot  in  (Uir  Stale,  couhl  not  refi-ain  from 
uiakini;  frei[uent  attempts  to  reuaiu  that  impoi-taid  fi'i<'ndship 
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of  till'  IrtH|ii(iis  wiiicli  tlicii-  |»inii<  <'r.  rii;un]il;iiii,  had  unwii  I  v 
lOi-fi'i'iod.  Wi-  have  scfii  iliat  l'at!i<'r  Jociucs  went  as  an  cinuN 
among  tlieni  in  1()JC.,  and  tlicii  i<'t iniicd  as  a  missionary,  only 
to  be  massaciT'd.  'J'li.-it  luarl  \  rdnin  was  only  scomiiigiy  fruitless. 
What  Fatlier  Joqncs  ;ind  r.icssani  and  oUicrs  had  lohl  of  ihcs.' 
Indians,  ^vhih'  it"  itnlccd  appalh-d  priests  an<l  laymen  alik<',  diii 
at  least  interest  them  and  a(  (|naiiu  them  ([u'lit'  fnliy  with  theii' 
manners  and  snrronndings. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  gdddness  and  gentleness  and  mys- 
terions  self-saerifiee  of  the  missionaries  they  ]ia<l  canght  and 
tortured  and  massaci-ed,  had  left  an  imi»ression  ni)on  the  w  ild 
men.  So,  strangely  enongh,  a  reiiuest  came  to  the  Canadian 
authorities  from  the  Onondaga  Jiation,  among  whom  -Toques  lia<l 
sought  to  begin  his  ^V()rlv-,  that  a  Jesuit  father  nuglit  be  sent  to 
live  among  them.  Simon  Le  INfoyia^  i)romptly  relurnecl  witli  tli*- 
deputation  eonveying  the  reipiest.  ITe  arrived  in  ilieir  eonntrv 
in  July,  1053,  and  incidentally  he  soon  made  know  n  to  his  eonii- 
trymen  the  existenre  of  the  salt  springs  in  r)nondaga  ('onnty.  A 
few  months  later,  vith  an  amnsing  (duldish  jealousy  that  a 
neighboring  na.tion  had  Avhat  they  had  not,  the  ^Ioha"W'ks  also 
asked  for  a  missionary,  aiid  "were  given  a  share  in  Le  ^foyne's 
pastoi'al  care.  A  few  moi-e  missionaries  came  in  ACt"),  and  then 
in  'H'k>C>  the  I'reiMdi  gave  evidence  (d"  the  real  reason  why  they 
em-ouraged  the  leligious  enterprises. 

A  company  of  fifty  I'remdimen,  under  the  lead  of  one  ■nn])uys, 
accompanied  leather  ^Fercier.  in  Jnly  of  that  year,  cai-rving  ti\<' 
])ieces  of  cannon,  which  they  jilaced  w  ithin  a  reihoibl  built  on  an 
eminence  o\-ei-looking  the  salt  lake.  I'.nt  the  occupation  did 
md  lasi  long.  The  I'^ive  >s'ations  \.ere  not  to  be  hood \\iid;ed  in 
this  way.  IMots  to  exterr.iinate  the  garrison  of  the  fort  w<M-e 
formed,  and  came  to  the  comnmiider's  ears  throngh  friendly 
convei'ts.  He  did  !iot  await  t  heir  execut  ion ;  at  a  feast  which  he 
gav(-  the  Onondaga s,  the  liberal  llow  of  ]i(|Uoi'  reilnced  the  braves 
to  a  iK'ljdess  condition,  and  ^\lien  i-e\(dry  wa.s  at  its  highest  tlw 
Frenchmen  sallied  forili  and  hurried  aA\ay  fi-oiu  the  ])erilous 


TiiH  H.Mrim;  stati:  ix  TiUiKK  ci:xti  kii;s. 


71 


spot,  lu-;iviiin'  a  journey  in  canoes  anioni:  icctloos  on  lalccs  and 
rivers  in  liieii'  eai;er]iess  to  retrace  their  all  loo  foi'ward  s(e[is. 
'I'iie  mission,  as  wvW  as  the  fort,  weic  thus  aban<lonetlj  for  it  was 
not  sal'o  for  e\en  priests  to  remain  behind. 

Jn  Kird  l.e  ]Mo.vne  ventured  to  siart  the  mission  once  more,  but 
(lie  Indians  were  now  much  less  im]tressioiiabh',  and  allhoULjh 
t  hey  did  ]dni  no  bodily  liariii,  lu'  found  it  a  hoindess  task  and  ^a\  e 
it  n[t  the  folhnvin;^- year.  Now  the  I'rent  h  cast  aside  the  niasix  (»f 
frieudshiit.  In  KKi.")  the  Kinu',  in  his  instructions  to  the  (loNci-nor 
of  Canada,  (b.'clared  that  the  Five  Nations  were  per^ietnal  and 
irr<'concilible  enemies,  against  wlioui  war  was  to  be  waged  to 
iheir  very  tiresides.  in  order  to  exterminate  them."  A  fort  was 
bnilt  at  tlic  month  of  the  Sorel  ]M\er.  aumhei-  at  its  i-apids,  a 
third  near  ].ake  Cinini|)Iain,  a  fourth  on  an  island  in  the  lake. 
l''oiir  of  the  l-'ive  Nations  weakened  and  Avere  ready  to  treat 
with  tiie  French,  but  the  ^[(diaw  ks  remained  firm. 

In  ir.r.C.  General  Courcelles  made  an  iiH;nrsi(m  with  five  luiie 
died  men  into  the  ^[oha^\lv  country,  and  ajiproaidied  almost  to 
Schenectady.  r>nt  the  Mohawks  drew  him  into  an  and)US(ade, 
and  several  I'^renidimen  were  kilK'd.  Curiously  euongli,  Conr- 
celles,  when  he  rearlied  the  ])ntch  settleiuent  at  Schenectady, 
was  kindly  cared  for  and  i-efrt  shed;  for  although  he  ha<l  come  to 
make  war  on  their  fvien<!s  and  allies,  the  .Aloha wks,  yet  there 
conld  not  but  be  a  tie  of  common  hunianily  to  bind  them  together 
in  tln^  ]»i'esence  of  the  cruel  sa\ages.  A\'Iien  Nicolis  heard  of  tlu' 
in.rursion,  lie  sent  a  serious  remonstrance  to  the  (Governor  of 
Canada,  who  r<']ilie(l  \\  itli  profuse  ajiidogies,  saying  he  ];ne\\'  in>t 
the  lOnglisli  were  now  in  j^ossession  there.  I'nt  that  kuowle(li;c 
uia.h-  no  dilfereiiee  ir.  his  altitud*'  tiie  yeai'  after.  A  larger  force 
t!i;tn  l)ef(ire  in\aded  the  Mohawlc  country  ag.ain,  and  Xi(^olls, 
nnalile  to  send  an  army  to  their  su|)port,  fnitified  them  by  tIk^ 
assurance  that  they  "were  Ids  allies  and  were  tightiug  the  battles 
of  I  hel-aiu^lisli  King  in  I'esisting  the  in\  asion.  In  1 1;(>7  Xicolls  wcnit 
np  to  Albany  in  peison,  and  nuuh'  the  .MtdiawdxS  and  their  con- 
fedei-ates  understan.d  that  he  relied  upon  them  to  act  as  a  barrier 
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apiiiist  the  i'lM'iicl)  aldii^  llic  wiiulc  liiK'  of  their  "  House." 

The  life  at  a  frontier  post  in  tlie  \\i](lerness  \\as  losing  its 
trac'tions  for  (lovernor  Xirolls.  He  liad  served  his  master  well; 
lie  had  been  tiiiii  in  carrying'  out  tlie  arbitrary  lueasures  con- 
tained in  his  i ust  rurl  iou'^,  yet  lie  lia<1  l»oeii  (•()nsiderate  and  Idnd 
A\'here  he  could.  He  asked  to  be  relieved,  and  in  KliIS  he  returnefl 
to  the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  court  lite.  Hut  in  1(;72  he  was 
Avith  the  lleet  lii^htin^  the  Dutch  a,L;ain,  and  lie  nu't  his  death  in 
the  battle  of  Solesbay.  He  had  never  married,  and  no  descend- 
ants reiu-esent  him  to-day. 

The  next  ^()vern(^r  under  the  Eniilish  rule  was  Francis  Love- 
lace. -\nother  goveriuir  of  that  name  came  to  Xe\\'  York  in  tlu' 
lu'xt  centui-y.  and  it  1ms  been  variously  stated  that  Ford  Love- 
lace was  the  nephew  or  i;raiulson  of 
I'raucis.  P»ut  as  Francis  Lovelace,  lik<'  his 
])i'edecessor,  was  a  badudoi',  the  latter 
theory  will  have  to  be  i^iven  tip.  Tlu're 
w;)s  a  Lancelot  l^ovelace  in  the  days  of 
Henry  XL,  to  which  both  these  gov- 
ern(»rs  couhl  trace  their  pedigree.  Lancelot 
luul  two  sons  who  had  descendants,  Will- 
iam and  .John.  From  William  descended 
(iovernor  I'rancis  hovidace;  from  Jolm,  (ioveruor  Lord  Lovelace. 
An  elder  bioi  her  of  Ih-auris  was  the  itoel  Lichard  Lovelace,  made 
faun)us  Ijy  the  song  containing  tlie  lines  : 

"  I  could  not  \i>\v  tlice,  dear,  so  iinieli, 
Loved  I  not  honor  luort'." 

'I'wo  younger  brotliers,  Thomas  and  Dudley,  accompanied  him 
to  .\nierica. 

The  new  uovei-iioi-  was  not  a  stranger  to  the  New  "World.  It 
is  said  that  in  KIo'J  he  had  i)rocured  a  ])ass  fr(»m  Cromwell,  \\\\]\ 
which  he  had  travtded  through  the  Ihiglish  townshi]is  on  Long 
Island,  and  had  thence  gone  to  N'irginia,  but  with  A\hat  oltject 
it  does  not  app(>ar.  He  could  not  have  beiui  anything  but  a 
l{ovalist  duriuu  the  Civil  ^^'ar,  oi'  he  wotild  not  now  have  ob- 


SKAL  OF  NKW  AMSTKKD.^M 


TIIL'    EMriKi;    STATI']    IN    TIIIM;!':  CKXTrUIKS. 


73 


taiiK  fl  a  (listiiimiisheil  ]ii)siti(»ii  fioni  the  Duke  ol'  York.  Bcfoi'c 
hr  t'ii(»'r<'(l  minii  liis  (inties,  an  ()]>p()i't  unity  was  ;j;iveJi  liiiii  t<> 
litToinc  still  riitiie  wiiicly  anjuaintcd  with  the  territory  luiiler 
his  (■oiiiiiiaiid.  Nieolls  had  been  aslced  to  reiiiaiii  at  his  post  till 
(he  ariival  ol'  his  siiceessor,  and  the  t\\o  sailed  to,:;elher  n}i  the 
Hudson.  They  slopped  at.  JCsopus  and  made  an  exeursioii  into 
the  rounlry  bark  of  the  ri\er,  \vhi(di  bore  fruit  later  in  the  fonii<l- 
in;;'  of  a  new  town  in  tliat  vicinity,  as  we  shall  see.  At  .Vlbany 
I  lie  tw(»  dii;nitai'ies  left  their  shi}),  or  shalloj).  and  rode  on  horse- 
ba(d;  into  Connecticut,  to  Ilartford  and  New  Haven,  callinj;  on 
(Jovernor  John  \\'inthro}».  Crossing  tlie  ^^ound,  a  second  visit 
was  inach.'  by  LoV(dace  to  Loni;  Island,  taking-  in  now  also  the 
jtortion  formerly  a  part  of  New  Xetherland. 

The  caidtal  of  the  ])rovince  ^^•as  not  yet  a  town  of  great  ini- 
l»ortance.  The  I'opuhition  had  not  .greatly  increased  during  the 
term  of  Xirolls,  an<l  commerce  certainly  had  lud  yet  begun  to 
nlilize  the  sjdendid  opjiortunities  that  lay  awaiting  its  use.  In 
that  great  harbor  a  vess(d  ■'.sas  a  rare  sight.  <  >nce  in  a  while  came 
one  (d'  the  three  Dutch  ships,  }>rivileged  to  trade  here;  but  they 
wci-e  never  here  at  oju'  tim(%  and  of  English  vessels  there  were 
seen  not  more.  If  nine  or  ten  sloops  or  s(diooners,  j)lying  between 
New  York  or  r.oston,  or  the  Southern  coloines,  or  the  AYest 
Indies,  were  in  ]»ori  at  once,  it  \\as  a  sight  to  be  noteil  in  hdters 
or  diaries.  \'et  Lo\-(dace  numaged  to  derive  ])leasure  from  tin- 
meager  circle  of  inhabitants.  JTe  was  of  a  genial  and  sociable 
natui-e.  a  jx-i-son  of  polite  culture,  with  some  poetic  taste  and 
ability.  In  nMn-ling  Avitli  the  limited  sotdety  of  the  town  to 
which  faudlies  of  Hutch,  Hrenidi,  and  Englisli  extraction  ciui- 
tributed  about  {'((ual  sliares,  he  was  astonished  to  find,  as  he 
wrote  to  King  nuules  in  Itif.S,  that  ''some  of  these  peo[de  lune 
thr'  breeding  of  courts,  and  I  can  not  conceive  how  such  is  ac- 
quire(l." 

This  congenial  conijiany  he  gathered  into  a.  cl\d)  of  ten  Fr<'ucli 
and  Hutch  and  six  iCnglish  fannlit'S.  which  met  twice  a.  weelc 
during  the  winter  of  ICfCS-lGOO.    He  gratilied  the  Hutcdi  element 


74 


TIIK    KMI'IUi;    STATi:    IN    TIIRKE  CEXTIRIES. 


by  malaiii;'  and  cont i nniii'^-  as  mayor  diii'hi^'  tlivee  terms  Coi- 
neliiis  kSt<'('ii\\  \k,  Avlm  liad  (  (nuo  to  New  Amsterdam  from  Ilaai- 
lem,  in  lltdlund,  in  l(i.")2.  TIk,'  mcidion  of  this  Ifaiulem  !i\ids 
the  tliouji'lit  to  its  iiam('sa];e  <:>n  ^faidiattan  Island,  and  thus  (o 
an  illustration  of  the  \ast  concci-ns  wUi^di  in  these  early  days 
came  before  the  honoi'al)le  and  exaJtod  coiiiiril  of  the  province. 
''It  seems  almost  lu<lierons  to  read,"  justly  obser^■es  one  his- 
torian, '"how,  on  the  22d  of  I'ebrnary,  Ki'lO,  (Jo\'i'rnor  ].o\"ehice 
and  his  tMnincil,  with  others  of  the  bench  at  Xew  ^'orlc,  ludd  a 
court  at  Harlem  to  consider  tirst  and  princii»aHy  '  the  laying  out 
of  a  ^^•a,^•on  road,  ^^'hich  hath  heretofore  beeii  ordered,  but  nevei- 
as  yel  -was  pi-osecnte<l  to  effect,  thou.uli  very  necessar*y  to  the 
mntual  commerce  A\"ith  on*?  another,'  of  New  York  and  Harlem."' 

The  slowly  }»rosecuted  "  road  to  Harlem  was  finishe(l  the 
latter  part  of  l(i72,  and  then  Lovelace  was  ready  with  a  scheme 
Avhich  has  maih'  his  name  AN  orthy  to  be  remembered  above  many 
ii  Govei-iKU-  of  our  Statt^  This  an  us  the  e.^tablishment  of  a  i^.ostal 
route  and  service  between  New  York  and  ]>ost(»n.  He  wrote  to 
GoA'ernor  A\'inthro]t,  at  Hartford,  ex]>lainin;4  his  ]>lan  and  the  ad- 
vantages thereof  for  all  concerned,  requestini;  his  cooperation 
to  the  extent  that  he  would  "discourse  with  s(une  of  the  most 
able  Avo(»dmen  to  r,ial<e  out  the  best  and  most  facile  Avay  for  a 
}(Ost,  Avhich,  in  ^iroccss  of  time,  A\'ould  l»e  the  kind's  best  hiuh- 
Avay;  as  likewise  jtassaucs  and  accommodation  at  i-ivers,  fords, 
and  other  necessary  places."'  AN'iien  sin-h  facilities  had  beeii  pro- 
cured all  ahuiL-  the  i'ont<\  to  an  extent  tiuit  made  practicable  a 
horseback  joui  iie_\-,  it  was  announced  that  a  m<uithly  mail  would 
start  f(»r  l^oslou  on  I  an  nary  1, 1G73. 

Durini;-  the  monlli  hdters  miulit  be  left  at  the  oltice  of  the  Sec- 
retary (dthe  I'ro\  iuce  at  the  fori,  "who  carefully  deposited  them 
in  a  b(^x,  of  which  he  h(d<l  tlu'  key.  On  the  api»ointed  day  the 
I)ostman,  '"actiNe,  stout,  and  iiulefa t liable,''  as  he  is  described, 
and  "sworn  to  tidelity,"'  mounted  his  steady  bur  not  swift  sIcmmI 
and  rode  away,  his  sa<ldle-ba,us  hUed  with  the  monthly  accumu- 
lation of  the  secretarv's  box.    The  road  to  Harlem  stood  him  in 
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sk'ail  for  six  miles  on  tlic  sl;ii-|;  hut  lie  cduld  not  have  had 
a  jdeasanl  or  aitom-l  her  saiV'  i  i<le  heyoiid  i  he  Harlem  JJi\'er  and 
on  to  Hartford.  He  here  miulil  ehauue  hoises  and  he  sent  on  tlie 
remainder  of  liis  route  hy  tin'  authorities  there,  fain  to  folhiw 
Hidian  trails,  and  re(luced  in  many  [dares  tci  blaziui;  Ids  way 
throu,i;li  the  forest.  On  his  ]-eturu  tlie  .letters  he'  hroii^ht  were 
laid  niion  the  talde  of  some  c(>rfeediouse  or  ta\eiii,  and  handed 
to  the  ]»arties  addresse(l  on  the  payment  of  tlie  re(juired  postaue 
tdiarj;es. 

The  libcrtydo\ iiiiLi   to\\-ns  <»n   Lon^   fsland   naturally  tried 
whether  they  eouhl  make  more  of  the  easy  ],ovelace  than  of  the 
strenuous  Xicolls  in  the  rero\-erv  of  their  suppressed  })ri\'ileii('S. 
In  \o\-eniher,   J()(iO,  eiL^lit  towns    (incdudinu'  Jvist  and  West 
Chester  on  rhe  mainland)  tool;  advaniai^c  of  the  annual  meet- 
in!:;'  of  tlu'  Court  of  Assize  tn  ])resent  a  list  of  urievances.  Hi 
addition  to  this  ]tresentation  «(f  the  lihertit-s  of  Ihii^lishmen,  of 
wdiirii  iliey  had  been  (h'privedi.  iln-y  clamiunM]  for  the  ereutiou 
of  a  body  of  dei)uf ies  tdiosen  ainmally  by  the  freeholders  of  every 
town  and  parish.    H  was  nrLi'.Ml  thai  the  ]ii-omis<'  of  tlie  institu- 
tion of  sucli  jiopular  assembly  had  been  i;iven  them  by  Nic(dls. 
This  ^\•as  denie(h  and  no  assembly  was  (•reate(h    Tn  spite  of  this 
Lovelace  imjiosed  ta.ves  for  the  r^'jiair  of  the  lort  an<l  tlie  niain- 
teuan<-e  of  the-  ui'Vi'rnment.    Soutludd,  Southampton,  and  h^ast- 
hanijiton  a^aiu  led  in  the  re\'ilt  against  this  injustiee.  'Idiey 
would  })ay  ta.xes  on  condition  that  they  niiuht  <'njoy  the  privi- 
h'l^cs  (d"  the  Xe'w  ]']m;land   colonies.     They  did  not   ^et  the 
l>rivi!e;4('s;  but  neitliei-  liid  t  he  l:,o\ crnoi-  ^ei  his  taxes. 

Slaten  Island  has  md  hitherto  enierucd  to  any  p,reat  extent 
from  its  ]u-(diist oric  state.  ( )m'  or  t  w  ( >  adNcnt  iii  ers  t ried  to  ex])loi r 
i!  as  a  Patroonshij)  in  the  days  of  the  iMiiidi  Director,  ami  Kieft 
contrived  to  commit  an  (Uitrau(^  auainsi  the  Indians  on  il,  \\hi(di 
was  one  of  tln^  early  causes  oi'  the  wars.  ho\(dace,  in  ItlTO.  |>ur- 
(diased  the  entire  island  fr(Uu  the  liuliaii  proprietors.  A  rather 
idioice  part  of  if  he  boULihr  back  from  his  royal  master  as  a  farm 
for  himself,  w  hi(,di  lli;ured  later  as  a  consi(h'rable  item  in  the  list 
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of  tlfbts  w  liirh  lie  owed  to  J;uiics.  Tliis  farm  was  wIktc  tlie 
i|Uaraiit  iiH-'  ;j;n)Uii(ls  ai-c  now  (  altlH»UL;li  not  used  ior  ([uara  iit  i ne 
purposes  any  iiioi'c) .  'I'lici-c  was  a  watcr-inill  iipoi!  il,  and  it  was 
com  fori  al)l\'  stocked  with  sheep  and  cattk'. 

J  lis  eye  for  ad\  anl;i^eous  spots  [of  ['arms  or  jihintat  ions,  aided 
in  t  he  (h'\"eloiiinenl  ol'  anoi  her  portion  of  llie  ]iro\  inre.  W'e  liave 
tohl  of  ]iis  tri[)  up  to  All)any  and  his  sto[tpin^  at;  Ksopus.  JSael: 
from  the  ri\'er  lie  sa\\'  tiie  tract  of  hind  Jiow  ]N:n(»\\  n  as  tiie  town  of 
llurh'y.  This  name,  given  by  Lo\ehiee,  lias  ser\ed  to  eoiineet 
him  with  llie  hiter  governor  in  closer  family  relationshi[)  than 
the  facts  w  arj-ant.  The  family  in  the  line  from  the  John  J.o\elace 
of  the  times  of  the  llenrys,  became  JJarons  JLnrley  of  lJerkshi]-e, 
under  Charles  1.,  but  Francis  Lovelace's  branch  of  the  family 
had  no  part  in  this  i)atrimony.  The  name  may  have  been  selected 
merely  as  a  ctnnpliment  to  the  branch  Avhicli  had  attained  the 
jieerage.  He  made  an  attempt  to  settle  a  large  number  of  emi- 
gi-ants  from  Scotland  on  this  territory,  but  it  failed  through  the 
restrictions  npon  na^igation  to  the  colonies. 

I'rance  still  k'ept  its  eye  on  New  '^'ork,  and  its  statesmen  at  one 
lime  entertained  the  idea  of  getting  the  cession  of  all  that  had 
once  been  !se\\-  Xetlierland  from  I'^ngland  and  Holland.  This 
p<-aceful  jiroject  was  stibstituted  in  the  minds  of  the  aggressive 
and  alile  governors  of  Camtda  by  a  more  drastic  measure.  It 
seemed  jiracticable  to  them  to  organize  an  expediti<»n  U)  seize 
I'ort  Orange,  and  ^vith  this  as  a  base  (»f  supplies  to  go  on  and 
con(iue!-  .Manhattan  Island  ami  its  A\(dl-po})ulatcd  stirronnd- 
ings.  in  Kill  this  S(  heme  ap[»eared  to  be  actually  in  process  of 
exet-ution.  An  expe(liiion,  nnder  Governcn*  Courcelles,  passed 
up  the  St.  hawrem-e  to  attack  the  I'ive  Nations,  ].o^•elace  fully 
exiK'cted  that  a  descent  \v(  nld  be  made  on  New  Yorlc,  and  great 
alarm  was  felt.  I'.iit  the  d;uiger  ]);issed  a\\ay,  and  no  eneniies 
appi-o;iched  fi-om  this  (|uarter. 

Lo\ela(  e  was  destined  to  ex]H'ri<  nee  a  more  sr-rions  attack, 
however,  from  amttlier  (luarter,  and  a  (|uite  <lifl'ei'ent  nationality. 
Tln-re  was  again  war  between  l']ngland  and  Holland.  Charles 
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II.  li;ul  bast'ly  fouj^ciiled  to  Tall  in  with  Louis  Xl\'.  and  hL'l[.  him 
cnisli  foiL'\ei-  the  brave  IJepiiblic  which  was  an  oycsorc  id 
(IcspoJs.  It  was  a  poor  n.'tnru  lor  liosiiilalily,  safcl  N',  ami  cncii 
finaiu-ial  siiiiport  riijoyod  by  Cliai  lcs  w  hra  a  lii-ilivc  from  his 
own  (-011111  ry,  to  dtlibcratelj*  rob  tlio  iMiicdi  [>co[)h'  of  tlieir  ])os- 
SL'Ssioiis  in  .N'ortli  Aiucrieu  in  llKil.  J  i,  w  as  a  still  baser  ingrai  i- 
tiide  to  join  in  a  scliemc  lor  their  deliberate  ruin  in  KITL'.  J'.ul  ii 
was  not  I'asy  tu  crusli  a  lil)<'rly-lo\inL;  peojde.  Louis's  armies 
crossed  the  borders  of  Jbdland  an(i  penetrated  to  within  u  few 
miles  of  Amsterdam  and  The  lla,nii<  .  Then  the  nation  turned  al 
bay.  Louis  was  eomjielled  to  retire,  and  U[iun  the  seas  ]»e  Ku^  ler 
swept  the  eneinies  of  liis  country  from  lier  shores. 

Jb'  was  enabled  to  do  more  tlian  that:  lie  sent  lleets  liitlier 
and  thitliei-  to  distant  points  to  retaliaie  on  I'rance  and  England, 
ami  a  squadron  under  Admiral  Lveris('n  w  as  dispatched  to  cross 
tlie  Atlantic  to  ravage  the  shores  of  Virginia.  Iii  a  New  Yoidc 
libi-ary  to-<]ay  are  the  oi'igiual  secret  instriietious  which  wei'e 
given  to  lAei  tsen  by  iJe  Kuyter.  >so.  1,  dated  Xovember,  1(172, 
directed  the  taldng  of  the  Island  of  t5t.  Helena.  This  was  to  l)e 
done  before  June  J,  l(i73,  when  the  squadron  was  to  leave  ^t. 
Helena,  and  No.  '2  to  be  opened  when  again  u[)on  tlie  high  seas. 
Articles  1  to  .5  order  in  detail  how  to  proceed  with  r(\gard  to 
Mrginia.  Article  G  orders  Evertsen  to  recajdure  Xew  Xether- 
iand  if  he  could,  orhcrwise  to  deNaslate  the  coast.  Tlie  })rovinc<' 
is  not  mentioned  by  name,  but  a  cipher-key  in  an<dlier  pa]»er 
among  Ihese  interesting  original  documents  explains  that  "  1<).'> 
in  Article  G  means  New  Netherland. 

As  a  result  (d'  these  orders.  i)romptly  carried  out,  Admiral 
I'^vertsen  euteriMl  tlie  I'pper  P.ay  of  N\mv  Yoriv  on  .July  2'.),  1(!T3, 
conv(»ying  no  less  tlian  sixieen  prizes  w  ith  his  s(jua<lr(»u  of  sev(>u 
vessels.  As  Lo\(dace  afterward  wrote,  a  descent  was  made  on 
his  convenient  farm  on  Siaten  Island,  and  the  foe  breakfasted  " 
on  iiis  beeves  and  sheeji.  The  go\"ernor  himself  was  away  fri>m 
ttnvn,  seeing  to  some  of  the  details  of  liis  postal  route,  and  ("a])- 
tain  .James  Manning  was  in  command  at  the  fort.    He  sent  to 
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the  ih'rt  iiKiuiiiiii;  what  tlicy  had  rouie  I'd-.  JCveiiscii  replii^'d 
tliat  they  had  conic  for  their  own,  and  that  ihcv  wouhl  have  it, 
t(i(),  di.'iaauding  tin,'  iiiiiiicdiatL'  .-iiiiciHh'i-  (iT  the  foii,  town,  and 
])r(»\inc('.  MaiuiinL;  ask<'d  lor  lhiri,\-six  liours  in  \\hi(  ii  to  dc- 
lihcraU'.  J'^vcj'tsrn  uavi'  hini  ahoiil  I  hirt y-six  minnics,  at  I  ho  end 
ol'  which  he  was  oil  llic  IJattery  road_\'  to  jtour  liroadsi(h's  from 
his  ships  iiitc*  l''(!J  t  -James.  .Manninu  lired  one  shoi,  and  it  was 
repaid  with  inlerest. 

J!ul  meantime  a  forci'  of  t'onr  liiindre(l  sailors  an<l  marines, 
iindei'  Captain  ("ohc,  had  landed  at  tlie  foot  of  JJector  Street. 
Jt  was  but  a  siioi't  run  llie  grassy  slope  to  l»roadway  at  tliat 
time,  and  here,  turjuni;  to  the  ri,i;lit,  tliey  mari  IkmI  down  toward 
the  I'.owling  (ireen.  At  the  turn  of  tlie  hill  an  oflicer  with  a  tlag' 
t)f  truce  met  the  attacking  j)ai-ty,  and  th<-  i)lace  cai>itulated.  .\s 
]^^al^ung  afterward  showed,  ■when  he  was  tried  for  treason  and 
(■(twardice,  there  were  btit  fotir  sponges  and  rammers;  only  six 
^uns  were  available,  for  lack  of  plarforms  and  carriages.  It  was 
impossilde  to  withstand  a  sipi.-idron  (d'  in\incible  Dntch  sailors 
Avith  stich  inadequate  nu-ans  of  d<d"ense.  .Viid  so  the  Hag  of  the 
llepublic  was  run  up  over  the  fort  otu-e  more,  and  the  Dutch  had 
their  own  again.  It  was  a  stUlicient  compensation  ft»r  the  humil- 
iating experience  of  iiine  years  ago. 

A  government  for  the  reca[it ni'e<l  pro\ ince  Avas  hastily  ar- 
ranged on  board  of  Adnui-al  l^ls  ert sen's  flagship,  the  i^^wanen- 
burgh.*'  Cai)tain  Antiiony  Col'.e  was  made  governor.  lie  at 
om-e  restored  the  form  of  a  I)ut(  h  miiiucipality.  Three  burgo- 
masters took  the  place  of  the  one  mayor,  and  scliepens  and 
sellout  once  more  reigned  at  the  ('it\'  Uall.  .Military  considera- 
tions predonnnaled  o\ er  e\'ei-y  oilier,  and  in  the  interests  of  de- 
fense su}ier!luous  buildings  were  cleared  away  from  around  the 
fort  to  give  free  range  to  the  guns;  a  Lutheran  (dinrtdi  being 
am(uig  the  things  condemned.  < 'oh'e  acted  A\  itli  ;i  hand  more 
free  than  his  soldierly  ]»redecessor.  Stuyx'osant,  for  New  Nether- 
laiul  was  tak'en  by  the  Xational  forces  and  was  the  nation's 
ju'o]ierty  now,  and  nut  that  of  a  trading  ciuujtany.    Xew  Y(U-k 
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was  iiaiiH.'d  Xcmv  Oruuj^e,  aud,  as  the  sailoi'-con(|iierors  peiic- 
ti'atcd  into  the  iiilcrioi-,  ILsopus  had  its  iiaiue  changed  1(» 
"  S\\aiie]d)urj;/*  in  lionor  of  tlu'  Adiiiiral's  llagsliip,  and  Albanv 
became  Wilk-nist a.l t,  al'ter  I'rinee  William  Heui-}'  of  Oi-ani^e, 
who  hail  Ikmmi  made  Stadhuhler  of  the  lie[)uhlie  in  IGTl',  in  the 
very  honr  of  tlie  riisis,  and  whose  tirm  [latriotisni  had  Ie<l  ids 
connt i'\ men  baek  to  safety  and  free<h3ni. 

Alarm  s[)read  anntng  the  iieii;ld)0rin;4  JM)i;lish  et)lonies,  for 
they  knew  not  h(jw  far  the  Dutch  tieet  nuiiht  be  encourai;ed  ti> 
l^o  on  by  its  success  in  New  "^'ork.  ])Ui  the  admiral  remained 
<-ontent  with  the  reco\ery  of  the  ancient  colony  of  the  father- 
land, and  soon  took  his  s({nadron  and  lus  pri/>t/s  back  to  Holland, 
h'aviuL;'  C(dve  iu  suiireiue  c(.inimand.  ''Jdien  some  (d'  his  lunglish 
neij;hl»ors  prepared  to  dis})Ute  his  possession,  and  Connecticut 
made  some  warlike  denn)nsiration.  But  C<d\  e  had  been  trained 
in  an  excellent  school,  ami  was  so  evidently  (jualilied  to  carry  on 
war  with  success,  that  Connecticut  prudently  quieted  <1own. 
The  Loni;-  Island  towns  likewise  found  that  C(dve  ha<l  Ixdh  tht^ 
nnnd  and  the  power  to  enforce  obedience. 

If  the  })atriotic  hearts  of  the  Dutch  inhabitants  had  been  .grat- 
ified at  the  turn  things  had  takeii  (it  is  a  thousand  [»ities  that 
sturdy  old  Director  i^tuyvesant  had  died  only  the  year  beforiO, 
their  pride  and  joy  at  tlie  triumph  of  tlu'ir  beloved  Ke]iublic 
was  to  lie  of  shoi-t  duration.  The  l-lnglish  ]ieople  were  ashamed 
of  the  war  against  Jlttlhunl,  if  their  king  ^\'as  not,  and  they 
compelled  him  to  break  off  his  unholy  allianre  (bought  with 
mercenary  g(ddi  ^\ith  Touis  XI\'.  A  separate  ]ieace  with  the 
Dutch  was  etVected  at  AN'est minster  iu  1(;74,  by  the  terms  of  which 
all  comima-ed  tei  ritories  on  either  side  A\ere  to  be  resto'  ed.  Thus 
New  X(dherland  was  again  to  bec(uue  Xew  ^'orlc,  and  it  Mas 
sti[)tilated  that  the  formal  trar.sf<'r  be  nmde  in  November  of  the 
same  year.  In  ani  icipation  id'  this  eveid,  lest  it  ndght  be  claimed 
that  the  temjtorary  loss  had  invalidated  the  Didce  of  York's  title 
to  the  ])rovince,  the  king  reatlirmed  the  grant  by  issuing  a  new 
patent  in  June,  1074. 
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I'liere  could  be  no  (iiiestion  of  icaitiioinliiii;'  the  discrrdi jcd 
Lovelace,  who  had  been  aua.y  Iroiii  ids  post  with  a  threat:  of 
attack  in  the  aii',  and  utterly  unpi-epan'd  for  resistiui;  it,  <.'V<'ii 
if  he  had  been  on  hand,  'i'he  duke,  thcrcfoic.  appointod  a  ni-w 
{^■ovei-nor,  JMlninnd  Andros,  who  airivi'U  at  New  York  with  two 
fri<4ate,s  and  anchored  inside  the  Xaia-ows  on  (Jctol)er  22. 
He  receive<l  a  (hdeuation  of  iMitcli  citizens  on  board  his  sliip,  who 
asked  and  received  i^uaranteos  from  him  that  their  ri!j,hts  and 
]U'ivilei;es  should  not  suffer  from  the  ti'ansfer  of  authority.  On 
Xo\einber  i),  (iovernor  ('(d\-e  met  the  burgomasters,  sche]»ens. 
ami  scdiout  at  the  City  Hall,  and  lornially  <lischarj2,ed  them  of 
their  oath  to  the  Prince  of  Oraniie.  On  the  next  da}',  Xovenibei- 
10,  lt')74  (about  tifteen  months  after  the  reca]>ture),  Colve,  with 
much  ceremony,  handed  over  the  command  of  the  ])rovince  and 
tlie  keys  of  its  caj)ital  city  to  Oovernor  Andros. 

To  emphasize  the  c(»rdiality  of  the  transfer,  the  Dutch  captain 
ju-esented  his  J']n!j,lish  successor  witli  his  coach  and  three  horses, 
an  incident  ^\•hich  is  duly  and  fondly  i-elaled  by  all  the  lustorians. 
Colve  retuinod  to  Uidland,  and  is  heard  of  in  history  no  more. 
Admii'al  iMeiisen  distini;\iished  himself  in  the  service  of  liia 
country  in  subse<|uent  years,  and  it  w  as  he  whose  ships  convoyed 
J'rinct'  "William  of  Oi-a!i!.:e  when  he  went  to  J']n^land  in  IHSS  on 
the  ex[)edition  w  hitdi  ri  sullcd  in  the  overthrow  of  James  IT.  and 
the  elevation  of  hiiiiseli'  and  (^Juecn  ^lary  to  the  throne  of  I<]n.u- 
land, 

r]dmund  Andros  was  boi  n  in  London  in  l(i;57,  ami  had  mai'ri<'d 
the  daughter  of  an  r]n,i:.lisli  baronet.  His  father  was  ]5aililf  of 
t  he  Islainl  id'  ( 1  iiornsey,  and  in  the  same  year  of  his  ai>]K)int  ment 
as  <  bncrjioi'  of  New  York,  he  was  jx'rndttoo  to  su<'ceed  to  the 
olVice  of  bailiff  on  his  father's  decease.  Ife  Avas  also  a  major  in 
1 1  is  Majesty's  t roo]is,  and  had  commanded  t he  fori-es  in  the  Island 
of  I'.arbadoes  in  1()T2.  lb'  was  ]»eculiarly  fitted  for  his  present 
)>rcf('rnM'nt  by  liis  linguistic  abilities.  He  spoko  I''rcn(di  ibnuitly, 
but  what  was  not  so  common  anionu'  lui^lish  t^oidlemen,  he  was 
equal  !y  con\rrsant  with  the  Hatch  lani^nau'c    This  was  liecause. 
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wliiic  ijiiid'  a  voutli,  he  had  hccu  made  f^entlemaii-in  ordinai y  to 
llli/.alifl  ji  Siuart,  <laiiulit(  r  of  James  I.,  and  wil'e  of  tlie  uiifoftu- 
iiaic  Iv'iii;:,  of  I'.o'licinia,  w  hose  I'oyalty  was  mainly  supported  by 
-ciii-rous  I>iil(di  ^uihl(  IS  during  llie  years  of  his  refuse  in  Hol- 
land, w  h'Mi  (lri\'en  from  his  l;in;;(l<nn  and  refuseil  p^'oteetiou  l)y  ids 
i-.i\al  falherdndaw  of  l']n_uhtnd.  It  is  oljvious  tliat  Ins  aetinaint- 
;tu«f  witii  I  he  J)ntcli  vernacnlar  must  iiave  endeared  liim,  espe- 
cially to       n<'i,ulibors  in  tiie  eapital. 

I*ei-ha|is  it  'was  this  Icindly  reci])roeal  feelini;  wlneh  nnide 
Andi'os  tal.:e  a  peculiar  interest  in  the  \velfare  and  imi)rovemeJit 
of  the  little  elly.  His  name  stands  e-ons[>icuous  above  that  of  all 
other  ^(iN'ernors  of  the  pro'/ince,  in  the  partieular  care  he  be- 
stowed in  [irovidini;-  for  the  comfort,  health,  and  prosperity  of 
.\<-w  \'ork,  instituting  tneasures  of  immediate  as  \\ell  as  lasting 
iM'tii'tit.  He  gratified  the  majority  of  the  towiispeojile  by  ap- 
pointing as  mayors  the  JUitch  citizens,  Xichcdas  ])e  ]N[eyer  ami 
i'oi'iioiins  Stcenw  y<-k.  Finding  that  the  records  of  th<'  tow  n  were 
1«  pt  at  the  jirivate  house  of  the  clerk  or  secretary,  Xi(diolas 
r.a_\afd,  Andros  at  once  ordered  that  they  be  renmved  to  safer 
•  piaricrs  in  the  City  Hall. 

Till-  sainiaiion  of  titles  in  those  <Iays  was  very  slightly  at- 
i<  iidi-d  to,  if  at  all,  and  for  many  a  decade  thereafter,  especially 
as  i.opnlat  ioii  became  larger  in  tho  next  century,  fevers  ami 
pla-^nes  r«'p(  a  I  ed  ly  visited  the  town  on  ^laidiattatt  Island.  The 
fiiidi-  conipeHed  the  denizens  1o  keei>  the  frolds  of  their  own 
houses  and  yarils  (dean,  and  ap}>oinied  ins])ectors  to  see  that  it 
was  done,  and  that  pid)lii-  cartiiioii  I'emoNcd  the  rtibbish  heajXMl 
up  by  liie  hoiisehoMers.  .Markets  were  estal)lished  at  ronvenient 
points  und(  1-  his  supi'r\ision.  ami  evei'ything  to  facilitate  trallic 
th'M-.-.  The  canal  in  I'.road  Stre(H,  a  fe(d)le  imitation  <if  comli- 
lion^  in  (dd  Amsterdam,  and  altogether  tfto  malodorous,  was 
<>!<i'-red  tilled  wyi  in  ICTtl.  The  citizens  were  bati<l(>(l  into  five 
•■onipanies  of  militia,  eaidi  \\  ith  its  captain,  and  Nicholas  Hayard 
as  t  heir  colonel. 

A  tine  w  liarf  was  constructed,  strelrhing  in  semi-(  ircular  form 
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from  tlio  souiliei'ii  j)niTit  of  tlu^  island  In  a  point  o[>posito  ihc 
City  Hall,  aH'oivliii^  a  rooip.;.  liasiii  fov  the  ir.ooriiif;-  of  v('ss».-ls, 
lar.ii'o  ;rn(l  small,  umlisturbcd  by  the  tiiihuU'iit  tides  and  A\aves 
iMisliiuii'  past  just  outside.  At  the  ex[»ense,  and  to  the  dismast  of 
the  sunonmrniii'  eommunities  on  T^oiii;-  Ts;land  and  in  New  -leisey, 
Andros  established  for  New  York  City  th(^  J'oltint;  ]Mono])oly," 
which  lastetl  for  seNcnteen  years,  cansf'd  tliree  hundred  houses 
to  be  built  to  aceonimodare  the  increasing  po})ulation,  and  ran 
up  the  number  iif  \  essels  eni;a,ued  in  New  ^'oi'k's  carrying;'  tra<le 
from  three  to  sixty  annually. 

Audi'os.  however,  with  ail  his  <;dod  feidinii'  toAvard  th<'  peojile 

^  --^--^ir-^i:':.:-^-^-.^--;^^^       uiider    his    rule,    luid  to 
iC "cC^ - ~^^^^^^Ss£^    carry  out  the  same  luoas- 
—  .  ."'^^y?;-  :.---.S'^:7''^'^^^:z:z^^^^\    lire    which    aroused  such 
V^v/;£  o]U)ositioii     to  Governor 

s      -:"'V^^J:»^?JL \^ 'vl.^  ^icolls.      The    circu  m- 

- .  "         stances   of   the   two  gov- 

':'f7\  eruors  wore  somewhat 
similar,  iu  that  the  admiu- 
x^-'  istration  of  each  com- 
ujenced  with  a  transfer  of 
allegiance  from  cue  sov- 
ereign uation  to  another. 
On  March  13,  ItjiT),  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city  and  prov- 
ince were  oi(h-rc(l  to  appear  bef'oi'c  the  pro})er  olTicials  and  take 
the  oath  of  tidclity  to  the  king.  The  chief  citizens  objected, 
but  without  goiid  ground,  for  C(dve  had  made  tluMu  s^vear 
]M'rfectl_\"  ])lain  lUUch  oaths,  abjuring  the  king  and  de- 
voting life  and  goods  lo  the  service  of  tin-  States-(  ieneral  and 
the  I'rince  of  Oiaiige.  Tlie  mnnicipal  othcers  had  been  dis- 
charged (if  these  oaths  by  tlie  retiring  goveiiior,  but  that  A\as 
only  in  tiieir  capacity  as  such.  'I'hey,  A\itl)  the  whole  bndy  of 
citizens,  were  as  yet  bound  by  the  previous  pledge,  uidess  it 
were  neutrali'/e(l  b\-  the  ojith  now  d.enianded  of  them. 


THK  WATKR  GATK,  KOOT  OF  PKF.SKNT  W.M.I, 
STKKt.T,  Nl W  VOKK,  .VUOCT  IG'IO. 
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Xf\«'rtli('l('ss,  about  ciuht  ])i'(»iiiiin'iit  nicii,  wlio  Iiad  cxcrcisiMl 
such  functions  as  bui^udiuasleis  aiul  schcix'iis,  Cornrlius  Stccu- 
wvfU  anion;^'  tlicni,  sii^ned  a  petition  asiviui;  to  be  exempted  li'oni 
ilif  oath,  autl  requostini;'  to  be  permitted  to  dispose  of  tlieiv 
|ii'o|ierty  and  leave  the  C(dony,  in  ease  the  ^'overnov  could  not 
;_'iaiit  them  tlie  exem]>tion.  .\.ndros  rej^arded  this  attitude  as 
(ine  snuicUing  of  sedition  or  treason,  and  ])r(Mnptlv  committed  all 
the  ('i.i^ht  to  prison.  The  first  man  to  couie  to  his  senses  was 
«'x-! Juru'oniaster  Johannes  De  Peyster,  Avho  took  the  oath  before 
the  trial  came  on;  the  other  seven,  tliouiili  convicted,  were  re- 
leased on  bail,  but  after  a  while  followed  the  example  of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

The  governor  Avas  not  so  lenient  Avith  a  more  respectable  show 
<»f  opposition  on  Long  Island.  Xot  quite  a  Aveek  after  the  prov- 
ince liad  been  turned  OA'er  to  him  by  Coh  e,  on  November  1(>,  1074, 
.\ndros  I'eceived  a  pa])er  from  John  Burroughs,  the  tOAvn  clerk  of 
Newtown.  It  Avas  a  reply  to  his  order  reinstatiug  the  town 
olTu'crs  on  the  English  plan,  and  in  it  the  grievances  complained 
of  under  Xicolls  Avere  recounted  in  quite  nnmistakable  terms. 
.\ndros  Sent  back  to  know  Avhether  llie  people  backed  iheir  clerk, 
or  wlieiher  lu  alone  Avas  responsible  for  the  sentiments.  The 
I'lw  It's  Nofeoii  lhat  query  Avas  so  non-committal  that  the  governor 
assumed  that  r.tirruughs  AAas  the  responsible  parly. 

lie  \\as.  therefore,  brought  1o  NoAV  York,  cast  into  prison 
fiiim  j'riday  to  Monday,  and  condemne<l  to  be  fastened  to  the 
w  lii|ipiiig-]iost  for  an  hour,  although  he  was  spared  tlie  indignity 
of  a  whi|i]uug.  It  only  liad  the  effect  of  making  tlie  (dironic 
tuibuieiice  of  l.ong  Island  more  troublesonu'.  Meetings  were 
calltMl  in  every  toAvnship  at  the  easjern  end  of  the  islatid,  and  the 
people  voted  unanimously-  that  they  owed  no  allegiam-e  to  NeA\' 
^  oi  lc,  that  bu'iuer  conventions  recognized  by  England  had 
assitiued  them  as  a  part  of  Connectit'iit,  and  tliat  their  allegiance 
behmged  there,  'iliis  did  not  hel[)  them  much,  liowevtu'.  for 
Andi-o.s  had  been  instructed  to  reass(U't  the  old  claim  to  all  the 
country  west  of  the  Connecticut,  S(^  that  the  latter  colony  had 
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its  hands  full  t  hw  ai  l  in.u  dcsimis  on  ils  main  territory,     lu  ih. 
eouisc  of  tilt'  disjtuti'  Aiidrus  did  not  licsitatc  tn  sail  with  an 
armed  force  auainsi  the  sister  e(»Ioiiy,  iiiteiidiiii;'  to  annex  lii.' 
whole  of  it  to  his  own  ]»rovince. 

When  he  land(-d  at  Sayhrocdv  he  fouiid  the  fori  there  occupied 
by  tAvo  coiMiianies  of  ('ouneclicul  mililia,  wlio  had  c(une  iIh'ic 
to  put  down  the  Indians.  'I'he  lMii;lish  llai^  ^was  llyini;  from  the 
walls,  and  Audros  dai-ed  not  open  lire.  'J'hus  the  attempt  against 
Connecticut  failed,  but  it  could  not  retain  its  jui'isdiction  o\(  i- 
tlie  Lon,;:;'  Island  towns.  Somewliat  in  contradiction  of  this  n-- 
pressive  attitude  of  Amlros  is  the  contention  of  some  authorities 
that  Andros  >\  as  in  favor  of  grantini;'  tlie  jieople  of  the  pro\-int  c- 
popular  I'epresental ion.  A  petition  to  be  allowed  to  choose  depu 
ties  from  the  towns  to  sit  in  an  Assembly,  to  whom  the  niakini;- 
of  laws  should  be  granted  conjointly  with  the  council  appointed 
by  the  Icinu,  had  been  sent  to  ITis  ]Majesty,  address«-<l  to  him 
throni:h  the  Duke  of  Yorlc.  The  royal  brothers  had  no  likir.^  for 
such  a  body,  and  declined  it  Avith  ])rornptness  and  fervor.  Yet 
it  is  claimed  by  some,  in  opposition  to  many,  whose  conclusion-^ 
are  more  in  aceoi'd  with  Amlros's  ti'eatment  of  John  Burroughs, 
that  Amlros  actually  advised  the  kino,'  to  firant  this  assembly. 
It  was  not  to  be  yet,  but  it  was  coniinp:,  and  was  due  soon. 

Nine  days  aftor  Andros  had  taken  over  the  government  of 
the  ]>i-o\  i7n-e  at  New  Yoidc,  or  on  November  10,  1074,  there  was 
a  transfer  of  authorih'  from  Dutcli  to  Enulisli  officers  at  Albany, 
which  I'eu'ained  its  ju'exious  iiame.  The  old  town  enjoys  the 
happiness  of  not  Inning-  many  ''annals"  at  that  time  to  invift^ 
the  ]M'n  of  the  hist<»i'ian.  It  is  a  pity,  therefor<',  that  it  must 
emiM-^e  from  this  innocuous  ob1i\-ion  by  I'eason  of  religious  dis- 
putes having  a  thnor  of  persecniion.  In  this  connection  fliere 
comes  to  the  foreu;i'()und  a  cnrions  personality,  the  TJev.  Ni*diolas 
van  KenssehuM'.  His  naim^  indicates  a  close  connt^ction  w  itli  the 
Patroo!!  family,  he  beinu  the  uvea  t-i^  rami  son  of  the  first  Kilia<'n. 
He  studied  foi'  the  ministry  and  was  ordained  by  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam.  ,  ^ 


THE    IhMI'IRH    STATK    I.\    TIlUi:i-:  CllXTriMHS. 


87 


1  )urin_i:  tlu'  exile  of  Cliarlcs  IF.  lie  si^-iit  sonic  I  iiiic  at  the  house 
of  the  van  Keiissclacr  family  in  Ainstri'djiiii,  and  llnis  lie  Ix'- 
fiiiiie  intimate  with  the  youni;'  divini'.  Tho  latlo-  must  have 
been  something'  of  a  dreamer,  and  claimed  ho  possesse*]  the 
]»ower  of  foretelli]i:4  the  future.  Charles  ashed  lum  wlKMlicr  he 
rould  forecast  his  fortunes,  and  the  Kev.  Ni(diolas  pi-ompfiy 
<lid  so,  and  assui-ed  him  he  would  ere  long  be  called  to  occupy 
his  throne.  It  was  natural  that  after  the  event  the  kinj;'  felt  in- 
clined to  favor  the  prophet,  and  after  the  Restoration  tlie  Dntc-h 
domine  was  made  Chaidain  of  St.  ^lartiaret's,  ^Vestminster.  Tn 
1074  lie  felt  inclined  to  go  to  America  and  set  lie  near  or  on  his 
father's  estates,  and  the  kin^;,-  or  the  duke  .gavc^  him  a  letter  to 
Andres,  askini;'  him  to  procure  him  a  livin.u  in  Xew  York. 
Andros,  tlierefore,  recommended  to  the  authorities  of  Albany 
that  he  be  niade  a  pastor  in  the  Butch  church  of  Albany,  as 
collea,gue  to  the  one  already  there,  Domine  Gi(hMin  Schaats. 

He  was  so  accepted,  l>ut  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  latter.  He 
called  in  question  his  rij^ht  to  such  position  as  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  and  he  was  forbidden  to  administer  the  communion 
or  to  baptizo  children.  The  nu)re  moderate  lay  officers  of  the 
church  pointed  out,  hoAvever,  that  van  Tvensselaer  was  a  Duich 
domine  before  he  became  an  English  ])riest,  Avlierei)y  his  ordi- 
nation -was  made  valid.  A  year  oi'  two  later,  the  civil  authorities 
imjii  isoiKHl  van  llensselaor  for  somo  "  dul>ious  \vor(ls  "  ho  had 
uttered  in  the  ]udpit;  but  it  was  dangerous  to  touch  the  king's 
fav(u-ite,  and  the  magistrates  of  Alljauy  barely  escaped  ini]»rison- 
ment  themselves  on  Andros's  part  for  the  act,  Axiiich  surely  A\'as 
of  somew  hat  doubtful  ](ro]»i-iety  in  a  free  lan<l  iu  the  case  of  any 
jueacher.  These  incidents  seem  of  slight  imjiortance,  e.xcept  as 
giving  a  glimjise  of  life  in  the  jirimitive  days  of  colonial  exist- 
ence. 

There  was  more  serious  business  for  Oo'vei'nor  Andros  u]>  at 
AlbaTiy  w  ith  the  Tndiaiis  of  the  ITve  Nations.  They  had  indeed 
nuiiained  true  to  theii'  iraditional  hatr(-d  of  the  I'rencdi,  in  si)ite 
of  the  sojourn  of  Jesuit  missionaries  among  them;  and  yet  it 
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.seciiK'd  ]i(»liry  (o  stilTcii  tlioiv  opposit \)y  a  itioi'c  (I<Ti(l<-(l 

sliow  of  fricjidship  by  the  J']!iulisli  succeeding  io  llie  [lositiun  of 
the  Dutcli.  l.('a\  ini;'  Ins  c()Ui]>ai'at ively  conifoi-table  and  ilizcd 
(piai  ters  at  New  Voi  k,  Andros  uiidertoolc  a  trip  up  tlie  Hudson, 
stop])iiig  at  Esojius  on  the  \va\'.  Froui^Mbany  he  went  to  Sche- 
nectady, and  tlicu  sta.rtcd  boldly  int(j  tho  untracked  wilderness, 
penetratinii  into  it  a  distance  of  ii  hundred  miles  from  Sidn/nee- 
tady,  as  far  as  L'lica,  and  t-ven  to  the  sources  of  the  [Nbdiawk 
IJiver. 

It  must  have  been  an  ex])erience  never  to  be  forgotten.  No 
wonder  the  reo]de  of  the  League  were  liratified.  A  general 
council  of  all  the  tribes  was  called,  for  it  was  near  the  center 

of  their  confederacy. 
All  the  pomp  and 
ceremoniousness  o  f 
the  Indian  nature 
was  appealed  to  by  nr. 
august  an  (K-casion. 
The  sachems  of  the 
Oeneral  Council  sat 
about  in  a  circle,  the 
council-fire  being  lit 
in  the  midst.  The 
great  calumet  of 
peace,  which  ^\'as  in 
charge  of  the  J^c  neeas,  was  brought  forth,  and  being  lit  at  the 
sacred  fire,  it  ^\as  handed  hist  to  the  governor,  the  supreme 
sachem  of  the  white  men,  and  then  a  whilf  of  it  was  taken  by 
(.'ach  of  the  ehief  smdiems  of  the  League. 

Andros  tlien  rose  and  thanked  the  Five  Nations  for  theii-  faitli 
and  loyalty  in  driving  away  from  among  them  the  I'rem  li.  wlio 
liad  come  in  the  walce  of  the  missionaries  ro  occupy  their  couniiy. 
This  opened  the  th»o<l  gates  of  Indian  talk,  and  (ov  several  days 
('<tnferences  were  held  to  accommodate  the  endless  succession 
of  braves  who  could  als<^  ]>alavej'.    The  Five  Nations  renewed 
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their  \'<>\vs  of  alloiiianco,  staiulinu  ujioii  llic  Iniiis  of  tlio  treaty 
made  at  Tawasciit lia,  and  assuriiiu  tlie  Eii^Iisli  that  they  re- 
j^ardcd  them  as  having-  come  into  the  ])hi(  e  of  the  Dutch  in  tliat 
cttmpact. 

A  sii;nifieant  incident  of  this  conference  ^\•as  tiie  formal  be- 
stowal upon  Andros  of  the  title  of  "  ("oi-laer.'"  In  this  M'ay  <lid 
these  liumble  Indian  friends  re\"ere  the  memory  of  a  nu\n  ^^■ho 
had  always  been  to  them  the  model  of  intei^i'ity  and  unshaken 
truth;  Avho  had  often  i-emonsti-ated  with  them  for  their  cruellies, 
and  fearlessly  told  them  of  am'ouil;'  done:  but  \\ho  had  always 
manifested  a  true  interest  for  their  welfare,  while  utilizing:,  them 
in  the  ]nirsuit  of  a  profitable  ti  ade.  Seven  years  before,  in  1GG7, 
Arendt  Van  Corlaer  had  Ixevi  drowin^d  in  Lake  fhaniplain  on 
his  way  to  \  isit,  1)\'  invitation,  the  Governor  of  Canada  on  some 
business  i-elatin^  to  the  Indians.  The  lake  was  called  Corlaer 
by  the  ]\roliawks  e^'er  since. 

To  j^ive  more  ])ermanent  effect  to  the  alliance  ^vith  the  Five 
Nations  thus  hapjaly  made,  rJo\;'rnor  Andros  instituted  a  new 
measure  on  his  return  to  Albany.  He  orp,anized  a  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs.*'  As  secretary  of  this  board 
he  appointed  TJobert  Livin^st<ui,  town  clerk  of  xVlbany.  This 
name  at  once  arrests  onr  attf^ntion,  and  i'(M|uires  ns  to  panse, 
because  it  introiluces  us  to  a  man  who  foun<li'd  a  family  whose 
membevs  ^^■ere  prominently  identihed  with  llie  ]n'oiiress  of  tlie 
State  of  New  York  throughout  the  colonial  pei'iod.  and  far  into 
the  days  of  Statehood. 

liobert  Livinusfou  had  come  to  America  in  Hill,  and  was  the 
son  of  tlie  Kev.  John  Liviiii^ston,  ^\■ho  was  for  nine  years 
(J<;r.;M(;T2)  the  pastor  of  the  Srotch  church  in  the  Jacobs  Sd'aat, 
at  liotterdam,  Holland,  where  he  alsr>  mariicd  a  Dutch  lady. 
Robert,  tlun'ofore,  must  have  bi'en  thoi'ouiildy  conversaTit  Avith 
the  Dutch  vernacular.  lie  had  studied  sur\'i'yinii',  ;nid  was 
vei'sed  in  both  Dut(di  and  l^nulish  bn\"  It  did  not  take  him  lonii' 
to  become  a  man  of  mark  in  tli<^  new  <  (iuntry.  Lan<l  Avas  easily 
obtained,  and  with  such  qualities  and  kno\\  ledii('  as  he  possesse<T 
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he  could  soon  iimkc  it  jiroti I ;i hie,  niid  lie  hcciiuic  a  man  of  suh- 
staiicc  ill  tlic  colmiv  of  Kciissclaoi-w vcl;.  TIk'  iioxt  stcj)  way. 
onice-li6ldiii_ii-,  and  none  so  well  lillcd  to  he  clei-lc  of  the  tow  n  of 
Albany  as  he.  lh\  t<.o,  was  ilic  man  lo  he  [loiutod  out  to  Andi-os 
for  .secretary  of  his  new  boai-d.  as  he  liajl  soon  foUowcd  u])  ( 'oi'- 
iaer's  policy  of  makin.L;-  friends  with  the  Indians,  and  understood 
how  to  (h'al  Avitli  theiii. 

At  this  time  he  A\"as  still  unniarriod;  ]»ut  a  f<'W  years  latei-  he 
took  unto  himself  as  wife  the  widow  of  l)omine  van  Kensselaer. 
And  liei-e  a^ain  \\e  come  into  contact  with  a  race  of  New  York 
men,  to  a\  horn  tln^  coh)r,y  an<l  t>tate  have  been  much  indebt<'d  for 
lives  of  noblest  In^nor  and  most  far-i-eachin^  usefulness  to  the 
community.  The  Rev.  Nicholas  vari  lJ<Missolaer,  after  his  arri\  al 
in  tliis  country,  had  married  Alida  S(diiiyler,  the  daui;hter  of 
Philip  Pietersen  Scluiyler,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Schuylei' 
family,  none  the  less  noted  in  ilu^  annals  of  their  State  than  the 
Livinp,stons.  The  original  Sdmyler  had  emigrated  to  America 
at  the  request  of  Patroon  van  Kensselaer.  ITis  native  province 
was  that  of  Gelderland.  After  his  settlement  in  the  '•  Coh^iie," 
he  married  the  daughter  of  ronimissary  A'an  Schleclitenhorst, 
who  had  succeeded  Xiui  Corlaer  in  the  manaiiiement  of  tlie 
Patroon  ship. 

Thus,  by  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  land,  and  the 
brini^int;'  thither  of  men  of  brain  and  stamina,  shrewd  aiid  braAc 
and  honorable,  fit  to  Ije  patriarclis  and  founders  of  "houses" 
of  a  better  nobility  than  Euro](ean  aristocracies  can  boast,  the 
preparations  were  ma(h^  for  the  adva.nce  of  New  York  amonp: 
her  sister  colonies,  till  she  should  stand  in  their  midst  witli  the 
crown  of  Ihnjiire  readily  yielded  to  her  as  her  due.  The  poet 
A^ell  has  said. 

"Ill  fares  the  lanrl.  tu  li.isti'ning-  ills  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  aeeuiimlate^,  and  iiieii  de(?av." 

P>ut  it  was  tlie  (h'stiny  of  "N'ew  York"  that  her  ^\•ealth  shouhl  accn- 
Truilate  because  of  the  fine  quality  of  the  men  that  were  to  lead 
her  in  the  race  to  industrial  ami  civil  supremacy. 

The  most  annoyinp,'  matter  that  came  up  to  sprinkle  the  thorns 
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upon  Ci()\('nii>i-  Aiulios's  i);if]i.  wci-c  the  comiilie;! lions  ui'owiiiii' 
out  of  the  s('\H'i;in«  ('  of  X<'\v  .Icrscv  from  Now  York.  The  duko, 
liis  niastf  I-,  luid  iiHlced  granted  that  <-oloii_v  to  his  two  favorites, 
as  we  saw,  and  liad  witlidi^n\  n  its  territory,  allliouuli  foi-nicriy 
a  i>art  of  Xe\\'  Xoi  licrland,  from  the  jurisdici  ij  >n  of  <Iovcriior 
Nicnlls.  l^ut  wlieii  it  came  to  exercising  certain  natuial  riglits 
and  ]iri\iloges  Ixdongini;'  to  a  se]iara<e  and  i iHle[)endeiil  pro- 
])riet orslii])  and  i-oloiiial  antononiy,  Avliieli  interfered  ■\vitli  James 
Stuart's  revenues,  he  very  unreasoiutbly  put  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  tliat  exercise. 

Governor  Pliili[»  Carteret  established  l"Ji/,al)i't]i  as  a  port  of 
entry  for  shi]»s  from  aln'oail.  'idie  duke  orderrd  Andros  to  seize 
all  vessels  that  paid  duties  there.  He  was  told  that  His  Koyal 
Highness  was  not  at  all  imdined  to  let  go  any  part  of  his  priM'og- 
ative,  for  favors  of  that  kind,  if  in>w  confei'red,  might  re<l(»und 
too  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  Noa^'  York.  It  may  be  imagineil 
how  Gov  ernor  Carl"ret  regardi'd  the  seizure  of  vessids  int(uidi'd 
t(»  land  ar  his  porl  of  entry.  Tie  indignantly  denied  the  right  of 
Andros  to  act  thus,  urging  tli<'  nature  of  the  grant  to  his  brother. 
Tie  declar('d  in  a  letter  to  him  that  if  he  should  use  any  force  it 
w<nild  be  resisted  lo  the  rdmost.  "With  the  duke's  orders  in  his 
hand,  this  A\'as  tantamount  to  r<'1)elliou  or  treason,  and  Andros 
sent  an  expedition  lo  l%lizal)etlitown.  A\  lio  ioolc  Garteret  ju-isoner. 

The  trial  took  place  before  a  special  meeting  of  the  Gourt  of 
Assize,  of  A\hicli  tln'  governor  A\as  himself  the  |)residing  f)tricer. 
'I'he  letters  ])roduc(Ml  so  evid.ently  sliowed  tlie  grant  made  by 
James  to  be  a  definite  separation  from  New  Y(Mk"s  or  his  own 
jurisdiction,  that  Garlerefs  action  in  ojiening  a  jiort  was  entirely 
justitlabic,  and  the  vcrdici  aai'.s  an  ac<itnttal.  Wlien  complaint 
M'as  made  against  Ar.di-os  before  the  Icing,  he  \\  as  not  sustained 
by  the  Puke  of  ^'oi'k,  at  whose  beck  i  he  A\  rong  had  been  done, 
for  it  is  the  jirivilege  of  royalty  to  abaialon  fa\oriir's  i-n  theii' 
fate  when  it  becomes  inconvenient  to  assume  res]»onsibiIity  f(M- 
their  discredited  C'onduct.  So  th(>  New  J<'rsey  embroilment  led  to 
the  recall  of  Andros.    At  home  he  had  an  oitportunity  of  stating 
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the  c;iso  exactly  as  it  was,  and  Cliaiies  II.  had  sense  of  justice 
enoui;h  to  porccive  lliai  Andios  liad  only  dom'  wlint  liis  niash'P 
had  pt-i-eiuptoiily  demanded.  Lie  was,  therefoiH',  vindicated  and 
was  kniglited  for  his  sei  viees. 


VAN  RENSSK.r,.\ER  ARMS. 


CJlAPTEPt  IV. 


THE  GRAXTIXG  OF  A  POITLAU  ASSILMBLY. 

[']1{E  outers  imw  upon  llic  list  of  govci'iioi-s  a  iiamo 
Avliirli  desorvos  <'spocial  honor  for  the  charaetcr  of  tlio 
man  who  boro  it,  for  the  iiii])ortaut  measures  initiated 
under  him,  and  for  arts  of  administration  in  various 
particulars  which  showed  ability  and  firmness,  and  conduced  to 
the  lastinj^'  benellt  of  the  i)ro\  ince. 

Thomas  Dongan  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  service 
of  France,  under  the  famous  uem*rals  who  carrie<l  vict(»ry  and 
conquest  far  and  wide  for  Louis  XIV.  lie  was  the  younger  son 
of  an  Irish  baronet,  ami  Avas  forty-eii;ht  years  old  when  he  was 
appointed  Ciovernor  of  New  York.  This  distinction  came  to  him 
as  a  persona]  friend  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  as  a  compensation 
for  losses  he  had  incurn.^d  in  heedini;-  the  commands  of  the  royal 
brotliers.  Having  supported  Charles  I.  during-  the  Civil  War, 
he  went  into  exile  Avilh  a  number  of  Irish  royalists,  and  a  regi- 
ment having  been  fornu-d  of  these,  Dongau  became  an  ofticer  in  it 
and  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel. 

The  peace  of  Xywegen  having  finally  detached  ]']ngland  from 
I'rance,  subjects  of  tli<'  Triiish  crow  n  were  ordered  t  )  leave  the 
hitter's  armies.  Louis  olT^'red  ti»  ad\auco  Doiigau  if  he  would 
remain  in  his  service,  but  li<'  I'efused  to  <1()  so,  and  then  he  was 
ordered  to  (juit  I'l-ance  within  forty-eight  houi-s,  and  the  king  i'e- 
fused to  pay  him  a  debt  of  sixty-five  t housand  livres.  The  King  of 
I'iHgland  pi-ocured  him  a  i)ension  of  £r>00  ]ier  annum,  and  in  1('»S(), 
as  an  additional  com  [>en  sat  ion,  he  was  made  Lieut<'nant  -<  iovernoi' 
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of  'r;in,i;i('r  in  Afi'ica.  It  umy  br  lli;it  this  rather  shal»l»y  tr(>at- 
luciit  of  him  tlic  (ii'aiid  [Monarch  made  Ddiinaii  all  the  iiK-i-r 
U»yal  t<»  tlic  iiitrrcsis  of  New   \'ork  as  a^aiusl  tlic  I'rciu  h  of 
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('anaila,  w  hen  his  masicr.  .lames,  was  rather  iiicline<l  to  sarriiice 
tliem.  hoii'^an  \'.as  ailaehed  to  ihe  Uoinish  faith,  as  was  the 
]  )n  ke  of  'S'orlv,  la  it  it  did  iioi  ma  k<'  him,  as  i  i  male  his  mast  er.  the 
enemy  of  the  peoide"s  liberties. 
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Doni^nirs  ( oiiiiiiissidii  was  dated  Scptciubei'  oO,  KiSii,  but  he- 
did  not  ai-ii\c  in  America  until  August.  10,  Kis;!.  lie  landed  on 
that  day  at  Xanlasket,  .Mass.  Crossin^^-  the  ^eund  to  Lony,'  Island 
at  its  eastt'rn  e.\treni  it y,  Ik-  t  rav(ded  t  hrou^li  most  of  t  hose  towns 
that  had  ever  (damoi  ( d  most  ]>ersist eiit  ly  for  ]M>])ulai"  lil»erties, 
and  tlius  tliey  reeei\'ed  from  liim  at  tirst  hand  the  news  of  the 
_i;reat  i)rivilejj,('  in  store  for  New  York,  tliat  no  laws  \V(Uild  there- 
after be  im])ose<l  n])ou  tlnMu  e\e<'i»t  ^\•ith  the  ronst-nt  of  a  body 
they  ha<l  been  askini;  for  for  a  Ion;.;  tinu'. 

It  was  on  l^^atiirday,  August  25,  IGSo,  that  <':)loiu4  Don.uan 
ari'ived  at  the  seat  of  t;()vernment  in  New  York  City.  It  was  too 
late  in  the  day  for  othcial  business,  and  the  t^uiulay  was  too 
sacred  for  secular  alfairs.  e\'en  of  this  hii;h  (u-der.  Therefore,  on 
Monday,  Anj.;ust:  27,  the  nuiiiistrates  (-(uiveiied  at  the  City  Hall 
on  Coeuties  Slii»,  and  tlu^  new  governor  read  his  oommissiou  and 
instructions.  The  corixtratiou  ,ua\e  ]>ra(  tical  [)r<M)r  of  its  esteem 
by  tendei-ini;'  him  a  banqiu't  at  the  rity  Hall  on  the  next  day, 
at  whi(di  an  opportunity  was  i^iveu  for  the  g■o^■e^nor  to  bectjme 
acqiuiinted  with  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  little  city,  as  well 
as  M  ith  its  olYicials. 

Tlie  chief  item  in  Doni^an's  instructions  Avas  the  comnumd  oi- 
authority  to  establish  a  representative  assembly,  whiidi  should 
have  a  share  in  the  l<\uislati(ui  (d'  tlie  jirovince.  ]\[ore  than  once 
durini;-  tlse  administration  of  ])reviotis  governors  the  ^allinu,  ]>res- 
sure  of  autocratic  proc-eedin^us,  and  the  total  <lisregard  of  the 
popular  will,  had  qnickened  in  the  pt^ople  the  desire  to  have  a 
share  in  their  own  goAcrnment.  Tlie  desire  could  hardly  enforce 
itself  in  the  form  of  a  demand,  in  flieir  Indpless  condition  as  a 
colony.  But  it  had  at  Ir-t  taken  the  shape  of  a  petition,  ad- 
di-essed  on  June  2it,  ICiSl,  to  James  directly,  and  signed  by  the 
coum-il  of  the  [Uo\ince.  (he  aldermen  (d'  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  the  justice's  of  tlie  }>eace  of  the  various  t<iwns  in  tlie  A  icinity. 
Bancroft  (»bser\'es  in  regard  to  this  tliat  "])rompted  l)y  an  ex- 
alted instinct  they  denmnded  power  to  govern  t  hems(d  ves." 

I'ut  there  \\as  lui  exalted  nmtix'e  to  apju-al  to  in  him  whom 
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thoy  wished  to  grant  this  to  them.  Jaiiies  was  induced  to  liccd 
the  request  en  niueh  mure  material  umunds.  The-  disalTected 
l)eo]jleheld  the  power  of  the  purse.  TIicn  cduM  not  e.xercise  it  in 
withholding  revenues  altogetin'r,  as  rouhl  be  (Ujne  at  home  in 
l-aigland  or  in  Holland.  JJut  disaU'eclivii  eould  at  least  mala'  the 
tlow  of  treasure  less  abundant,  ;ind  the  Duke  ot  Voik  began  to 
feel  the  pressnie  of  a  lark  of  funds.  'J'hen  it  was  that  he-  was  led 
to  risk  the  "  dangerous  conse(iuenees.'"  as  he  regarded  them,  of  a 
po]»ular  assembly,  but  it  was  distinctly  on  the  eon<litiou  that 
'*  tin;  inhabitants  will  agree  to  rais(_'  money  i<)  discharge  the 
]>ublic  debts,  and  to  settle  such  a  fuiul  for  the  future  as  may  be 
sutlicient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  garrison  and  government." 
With  the  nsual  hypocrisy  of  crowned  heads  he  declared  that 
"  the  common  good  and  protection  of  the  colony  and  the  inci'ease 
of  its  trade,"  were  his  main  object,  while  any  benefits  to  himself 
were  only  a  secondary  consideration. 

Thns  it  came  about  that  Governor  Dungan  v/as  instructed  to 
call  for  the  election  of  a  General  Assembly  "  of  all  the  Free- 
hohlers  by  the  ]!ersons  whom  they  shall  choose  to  represent 
tliem.''  ]  lis  instructions  read  further,  in  dehinng  the  jiowers  and 
privileges  of  these  representatives,  as  folloAvs :  And  when 
the  said  Assembly  so  elected  shall  be  met  at  the  time  and  j)lace 
directed,  you  shall  let  them  know  that  for  the  future  it  is  my 
i-esolutioii  that  the  said  Gener;il  Assembly  shall  ha\-e  free  liberty 
to  consult  and  debate  ann)ng  iliemsehes  ;ill  matters  as  shnll  be 
a]iprehende<l  ])roper  to  be  established  for  hiws  for  the  good  gov- 
ernmenl  of  tlie  said  colony  of  New  York  and  its  de[)endencies, 
and  that  if  su(di  laws  shall  be  i)ro])onnded  as  shall  a}>pear  to  me 
to  bo  for  the  manifest  good  of  the  country  in  general,  and  not 
prejudicial  to  me,  I  will  assent  unto  and  conlirm  them." 

The  Assembly  was  to  be  a  sort  of  Lower  House  as  compared 
with  the  IJoyal  Gouncil,  whose  members,  to  the  number  of  ten, 
were  to  be  a])pointe<l  by  tin'  governoi'.  When  an  ad  \\as  ]»;issed 
in  the  .\s.semi»ly,  it  was  yet  a  long  before  it  could  (daim  the 
name  or  force  of  a  law.    I'irsl  it  had  to  b('  contirmed  \>\  the  uo\  - 
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criior,  \vh<>s<'  poNNcr  nl  tlic  ncIc  scciikmI  lo  Ix'  iiiii'csl  l  iciod.  Aii<l 
tlici'<'  was  a  sccdiid  \  ct()  ]i(i\\er  Ix-voiid.  An  act  <il'  tlic  Asscuihlv 
lui^tilil  be  ai»i>i'()\-('(l  liy  rlic  lioNcinor ;  hut  if  ii  did  not  suit  iIm' 
duke,  his  d isa i»i>i'( p\a  1  iiia(h'  it  null  ajid  \<ii(h  yet  it  luii^hl  he 
carried  into  (-ITcct  durini;  I  ho  ijiici\al  liiat  uiiisr  occiii-  until  llic 
duke's  d<'cisi()n  couhl  he  h'ai  iicij.  It  w  as  popuhir  rcitrescidal  ion 
in  a  \  ery  lialt  in,u  form  inch'ed  ;  hul  1  hen  it  w  as  iiopuhir  repi-escn- 
tation.  So  much  was  gained  at  iea?;l.  In  the  Assenddy  (d'  New 
^'ork  "  the  peoph'  ""  met  and  couhl  s;i  \  that  I  hey  did  so,  and  thai 
"  the  peoph'  "  enacted  htw  s  for  I  lieir  ow  n  ruh'.  Thai  fact,  as  w  ell 
as  statement,  were  ina(h'  sullicieiilly  e\i(h'nt  to  ahtini  the  roya! 
brothei's,  who  comjilained  that  suth  a  term  was  '"not  use<l  in 
any  ot  her  const  it  u  t  imi  in  A  merica." 

The  number  of  the  Assemldy  meml»ers  was  sel  at  a  limit  of 
eighteen.  Imperfectly  districted  as  the  province  of  New  ^'orlv 
was  at  this  time,  the  dist  riltui  ion  of  representatives  was  on  the 
following'  plan:  To  ea(di  of  ihe  tiiree  ridings  on  i.oni;  Island 
were  assigueij  two;  to  Sta.ti-n  Island,  one;  to  Kso])us,  two;  to  Al- 
bany and  Kensselaerwy(dc,  two;  to  S(dienectady.  one;  to  Tema- 
qiiid  (in  Maine),  one;  to  ^Martha's  A'ineyai'(l  ami  Nantmdcel,  one; 
to  New  York,  incdudinu  Harlem,  four.  \\'rits  for  the  (dection 
of  these  re])res(>ntati\<'S  were  duly  isstu'd  iiy  order  of  Donuan 
and  his  cotmcil,  and  when  (he  meml)ers  were  returned  it  a]»- 
peared  that  a  majoriiy  were  of  I)ut(h  ariiliaii(ni  or  na.tion- 
ality.  This  was  to  be  expected,  for  there  were  only  the  two  rid- 
iu*;s  on  Lon.i;  Island  and  the  half  (d'  New  ^'ork  to  weii;h  njt 
af;ainst  the  ])i-epomieratinu  I)ut(di  (dement  in  the  other  dislricts. 

It  was  an  event  frau^lit  with  ureal  co!ise(|uem-es  for  (he  future 
of  New  ^'ork  and  <d'  America,  when  this  lirst  reitres(>ntal  ive  As- 
sembly niet.  Its  date  should  not  be  loru<»tt<'ir  -^^'e(l n<'sday,  ( )ido- 
ber  17,  l(iS3.  Seventeen  (hdei^ates  made  their  appearance  at  the 
,U<»vernor's  resid(>nce  in  the  f(*rt.  and  a  room  there  was  assigned 
for  their  sessions.  Ther('  is  no  I'ecord  of  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly,  btlt  those  nf  the  othcers  haxc  been  rescued 
from  oblivion.    ^latthia.s  Nieidls,  who,  under  tln^  ^overnoi-  of 
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(Itat  naiiic,  was  uuuli'  sceict aiy  of  ihc  coiinril,  and  ulio  icin-c- 
scntcd  Xi'W  "^'ork  <'it_v,  was  clcctc*!  s]»cakiT.  and  .I(diii  Sjnai^i;, 
\vli()  was  scci'ct arv  of  I  he  proviucf  now,  w  as  made  cli'i  l^.  'I'lic 
Assembly  sat  I'm"  t  lircc  wccl.s,  and  lliry  passed  t'niirtei'ii  nets. 

'Idle  first  (d'  tlii'se  was  the  (diartei'  <'st a Idisldiiu  the  Asseiiddy 
itstdf,  an<l  l)y  w  liicdi  it  was  de(  lare(l  '-'jdial  t  he  Siijii'iMiic  LeL^ishi- 
tive  authdiity,  niuh'r  His  .Majesty  and  Koyal  1 1  ii^lin<'ss,  danu's. 
Duke  (if  \'oi'ke,  Albany,  ete.,L<n  (l  ri'tprietoi'  of  the  said  rr(i\  ince, 
shall  f()i'e\('!-  l>ee  and  reside  in  a  (bjvernour  Conncill,  and  Th'- 
l'eni>le.  niert  in  a  (ienerall  Assembh."    It  then  went  en  ti>  add 

'"that  every  free- 
holder an<l  free- 
man shonld  be  al- 
lowed to  V(de  for 
r  o  p  r  e  s  o  ntatives 
withont  restraint; 
that  no  freeman 
shonld  suffer  but 
by  the  judunient  of 
his  peers;  that  all 
trials  should  be  by 
a  jury  of  tw(dve 
meu;  that  uo  tax 
should  bo  assessed, 
on  any  pretense 
whatever,  but  by  the  ronsent  of  the  Assend)iy;  that  no  seaumn 
or  soldier  should  bi-  <iuartered  on  the  inhabitants  against  their 
will;  that  no  martial  law  should  exist;  and  that  mi  person  ])ro- 
fessiuii'  faith  in  Cod,  by  desns  ( 'hrist,  should  at  any  time  be  any- 
wise dis(|uiiMed  or  ijtiestioneil  f<ir  any  difl'crem  *'  of  opinion." 

This,  Ihi'ii,  in  snmmary  form,  was  the  faimnis  *•  Cliarter  of 
Libert i<'S  and  i'l'i viledi^cs."  1 1 s  ena<  t  nient  \\-ell  desfr\"ed  a  ]>nblie 
ci'remony.  On  the  l^»Oth  of  ( )(t  ( dx 'r  I  he  last  (  la  usi-  had  been  acted 
on  and  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  sii;iH'd  by  (bivernor  l)on;L;au, 
niakinn;  it  a  law  at  least  until  the  duke  conld  be  lu-ai'd  from.  The 
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next  <I;iy,  ()ct(tlM'r  ill,  KiS.'J,  the  people  were  suininonod  by  the 
li\<'l_v  bhire  of  lniiii[)('(s  to  ;i[ip(';ir  on  tlic  o]i('ii  spncc  between  tlio 
("il  v  Hall  on  ("oeiities  Slip  and  the  river.  They  must  have  stood 
on  that  jtoi-tion  (or  ]»art  of  the  portion  )  of  the  slip  between  I'earl 
Street  and  the  little  ri\eiside  park,  for  all  tht'  rest  has  been  re- 
claimed from  the  ri\er  since.  W'hib'  thns  assembleil  the 
charter  was  read  in  their  iiearin^,  and  they  learned  that  they, 
"  the  i»eople,*'  had  at  last  been  recognized  as  an  intei;ral  jtart  of 
the  i;<)\'ernnient ;  that  henceforth  il  was  to  be  not  only  of  the 
peo])le,  hfi  otln'is,  and  for  the  Snpienu'  I'roprietor;  I»nt  also  /;// 
the  pe()i»Ie  and  for  the  people,  in  sonu'  real  and  api>r('ciable, 
althon^h  linuted  ami  ini])ei'fect,  de;L!,ree. 

A  week  of  session  i-emained,  and  other  atds  of  importam-e  were 
passed.  One  establishe(l  conrts,  of  wliich  tluMe  were  fonr  in 
re^nlar  ,ura<bition:  town  conrts  to  be  held  monthly;  conrts  of 
sessions,  or  connty  conrts,  nieetinjj,  every  quarter,  or  half  yearly; 
a  _L;('n<'ral  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  to  sit  tw  ice  a  year  in  each 
county;  ami  a  court  of  chaiu-ery  to  be  the  supreme  court  of  the 
l»ro\  ince,  composed  of  ^overncu'  and  cotincil.  On  November  1  an 
act  was  passed  for  nat  nralizinii  "all  tliose  of  foreign  uatious  at 
present  inhabitin,ij;  ^s■ithin  this  ]>rovince,  ami  prob^ssin^  Chris- 
tianity, and  for  the  enc(turauement  of  others  t(»  come  and  settle 
w  ithin  the  sann'."' 

Xew  arrivals  could  rea<lily  obtain  citizenship  by  swearinii' 
allcL^iance  to  cro^vn  and  {>ro])ii<'tor.  Subjects  of  the  kiiii;  did 
not  take  naturally  to  enii;j,fat ion,  and  hence  the  law  was  a  timely 
one  to  make  subjects  of  those  who  were  coniinu  in  lar^ucr  num- 
bei-s  from  other  lands.  Durin;^  ail  of  (lovernoi'  l>on,2au's  teini 
not  more  than  twenty  families  canu'  fi-om  I'^u^ia  ml.  Scot  land,  and 
Ireland;  while  a  i^i-eat  number  came  from  I'rance  or  the  I'rench 
^\  est  I  nd ies  on  accon nt  of  t  he  persecnt  ions  precedin;^  and  attend- 
in!4  the  IJevocaiion  of  the  Indict  of  Nantes  in  KIS."!.  Even  the 
!bil(  h  peojtle  ke])t  cominu  over  in  goodly  numbers,  drawn  ]>er- 
Iiaps  by  relativs  already  Iiere.  It  is  certain  that  in  Holland 
New  ^'ol•k  was  habitually  leferred  to  as  New  Netherland,  even 
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in  the  i  ()ri'cs[»(iiii|cn(  c  of  crclcsiast ica I  bodies,  as  far  down  as  Ihc 
days  (d"  the  Kcvolui  ion. 

A  niosi  inijioitant  act  ol  this  tiist  Asscnildy  for  tiic  iiistoiv 
and  d('Vclo|)nM'nt  <d'  tlif  llnipirc  Siato.  was  llic  di\isioii  oi'  iis 
territory  ai  fliat  early  dale  "  into  sliiics'and  eounlies."  It  was 
divided  into  twehc  (•ounti<'s,  onl\'  ten  (d'  \vln(  li  ronrern  ns  nou". 
'I'wo,  I)uke"s  ('onnl\  and  ('oriiwali  ('onnty.  inrludei]  respect- 
ividy  tin'  islands  (iff  ilic  .Massarlmsetts  coast,  and  a  portion  ol 
.Main*'  ad  jidninu  tlie  St.  ("roix  ITiNer,  w  lii(d!  were  iImmi  "  dejiciid- 
eueies  "  of  New  \'oi  k.  jdaced  nnder  !)ont;an"s  jurisdiction,  ami 
eniitled  to  representat  i\'(  s  in  tlie  Assi-mhly.  'Idieso  connties  weic 
detatdied  from  New  Vm-k  w  lien  this  iiro\in<-e  and  New  l^nuland 
were  jdaccd  niid'M'  oiie  ^()\'ernment  with  Andros  as  \'ice  K<iy, 
and  therefore  nxc  disnnss  tliem  fiom  onr  acconnt  jnst  here.  Unt 
ii  earcd'nl  st  ndy  of  the  ten  con  id  ies  iido  whi(  h  tlie  New  "^'ork  t  er- 
ritory  pro[ier  was  divided  will  he  interesting  and  instrm-tive  as 
a  prospecTiis  in  hrief  of  onr  State's  snhse(|uent  deve!o[)nient. 

Tiiese  ten  counties  were:  X<'W  York,  ^^'est(dlester,  Ki(dimond, 
Kini;s,  (Jueens,  Sutloik.  I  )n  I  t  i  (diess,  ( )rani;e,  Tlster,  and  Albany. 
The  iionu'iiclat lire  was  intended  to  coniplim'  nt  \arious  nn-mbers 
(d"  the  royal  lions(d!old;  the  Kir.u  and  <^>ne(ai;  ('hailes  II. 's  favtn-- 
ite  thon^li  illeuitimate  son,  the  l»nke  ed'  Kicdiniond,  who  later 
started  a  small  reb  'llii.n  ai;ainst  his  nnide,  dames;  the  I'rince  of 
( )ran,ue,  w  ho  had  marrie(l  dames's  dan^hler,  .Mary,  and  w  ho  witli 
her  afterward  occnpi-d  the  throne;  while  the  rest  of  the  names 
wer<'  a|>])lied  in  hon.M-  of  the  duke  and  his  dmdiess,  ])nt  nnfoi-- 
tuiiately  her  title  w;is  spelleil  with  a  ••  t  "  nidil  Sanimd  .Tohnson's 
d;iy,  and  it  has  not  (piit<'  decidedly  uot  ont  id'  the  name  of  the 
county  to  this  day.  making  e\ ery  conscientious  writer  hesitaie 
lietween  his  dut\-  to  orihouiaphy  and  the  demands  of  ^eo^raidiy. 
as  repicsented  b\  soiiio  f\r]\  \iMv  recent  maps.  I'lster  and 
.\ll)any  wei-e  sui^uested  by  the  I)nke  ■  '  ^'(:rk's  addiiional  lilhs 

ami  possessions  as  an  Irish  and  Scolii>h  ]  r.    .\  slieiiff  was 

appointed  to  scr\'e  one  \-ear  in  ea(  h  of  the  counties. 

The  six  counties  immedial'd\-  about  the  s<'at  of  L:<»verinin'Ut 
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rriiiaincd  uii<li;i nucd  until  New  \'nj-k,  liicliiiiniid, 

\\'cstcli('st('i-.  Kinus,  (^)ii<'ciis,  SiilTdlk,  l;iiiiili;ir  .-is  tlicy  aic  to 
us  I  low,  i-('c»'i\(Ml  1  liri  1  I  i  111  i  I  at  ioiis  a1  (iiicc  as  1 1  icy  ha\('  <'\ cr  been ; 
niilcss  \\r  ('.\c<'|it  (Jiicciis  ("(iiii'iy,  a  |>art  of  w  liicli  was  aiiiicxcil 
to  New  Voi  k  ( 'ity  ill  ISDS  as  t  Ik-  I  toioii^li  ot  ( Jucciis,  w  liidi  uiadc 
it  cxpt'diciil  I o  ('!■(•(•!  t  lie  rcuiaiiiih  i-  into  a  scjiai'atc  coiiiity  appro- 
jd'iatoly  iiaiii('<l  Xass.m,  in  inciiKriy  o!  ilic  iiaim-  onirially  aiipli<'il 
to  LoiiL'  Isiainl  ill  Kill;!,  in  lionor  of  l\iiiL;  W'iiliani  III.,  who  was 
also  I'l  iiicc  <if  (  M-aniic  and  ( 'oiint  of  Nassau,  but  w  liit  !i  w  as  iiovc!- 
ratified  by  |>opiilar  iisauc  and  fatlcd  away  loni;  a,i:o.  ISul  wlioii 
j^ct  north  of  ^^'rst(■lH'stc'r,  the  old  counties  in  ilieir  di\isioii 
into  later  oiii's  lell  an  inlercsrinn  story.  i)ii(ticlicss  yi<ddcd  a 
|iort  ion  of  i I  S( ■!!■,  w  hich  iM'ca  nic  1  'tit  nam  ( "on n t y  in  ISl i?.  ( )ra im<' 
was  (lra\\  n  u[M)n  earliei',  and  out  of  its  lo\v<'r  li-ian^h'  was  creafe(l 
Rockland  County  in  ITDS.  As  wc  l:,o  hiL:,her  up  more  multiplied 
(levelo])nient  is  niet  with,  and  wc  tind  risiei- yi(ddin_u  a  piece  of 
its(df  t«»  i'oiin  part  (-!'  heiawatc  t'oiinly  in  1T'.>T,  and  another  to 
form  i»arl  of  tJreene  in  ]S()(),  wliile  the  wliole  (d'  Sullivan  was 
severed  fi-om  it  in  IStli). 

The  study  of  the  jtartition  of  tin'  .\lban\'  County  of  1C>S;5  is  es- 
pecial ly  siiu^cst  he.  r.\  follow  ing  iliis  we  ^ei  at  once  a  forecast 
in  outline  of  the  hislmy  of  the  jtro^ress  of  our  State,  w  lii<  li  re- 
mains, of  course.  t(t  l)e  lold  laiei-  more  jiart  icu  larly.  Albany  in 
l(»s:>  will  be  seen  to  lia\'e  co\ered  practically  all  the  remainder 
of  the  Slaf"',  after  cnlliuu  (lUl  the  nine  conn  I  ies  \\  itli  t  heir  Ixtniid- 
ai-ies  as  then  deliiied.  In  ITSi;  ( "oluml>ia  ( "oiinty  was  taken  from 
it;  in  ITIH  llenssehicr  and  Saiatoua  counties;  in  IT'.lo  S(di(diarie; 
in  ISOO  a  pa.rt  of  ( ireeiic;  and  in  ISOll  all  of  S(di<'necta<l  \'  ('oiinty. 
in  1772  tliei-e  was  formed  from  Albany  what  was  (ailed  ("hai'- 
lotte  ('ounty  tln  ii,  bid  whii  Ii  was  reidnistened  Washinutoii 
('ounty  in  17S1.  It  imliided  all  the  ui-eat  northeast  cornei-  of 
tiie  State,  f;ir  out  (d'  it  were  pan-eled  ( "liiilon  ( "ount  \  in  17SS,  ami 
W'ari'eii  ('(Uinty  in  ISI:',  the  former  becomiiiL;  in  turn  l^ssex  in 
17!>!t,  a  par)  of  St.  Lawri'iice  in  isd'j,  and  franklin  County  in  ISOii. 

And  now,  turning  to  the  west,  wc  shall  liiid  that  Albany  had 
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a  very  cxtriisivc  I'cacli.  Anain  in  1772,  then'  was  foniicd  Tiydii 
Comity,  wiiirli,  alHa-  tin-  IJovolutinii,  in  17S4:  A\as  renamed  .Mnnl- 
jiomcry.  I'roiu  this  wcr*'  [lai't  il  ioikmI  successively  ()iit;iriM 
County  in  17st»;  Ilcikinu'V.  Utsc^o,  and  Tiit^a  Counties  in  17!il; 
St.  Lawrence  County  in  1S()2,  Ilanultou  in  1S1(»,  and  I'ult»»n  in 
183S.  l>ut  the  I'uni'  earlier  counties  nn-ant  i\  uood  cU-al  more  at 
first  than  I  heir  names  im[)ly  now.  Herkimer  County  oml)raced 
all  the  great  "  middle  west  "  of  the  vState,  being  le^iulved  subse- 
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quently  int(t  Omindaga  (  lil)4  ),  pari  oC  Clienaugo  (  17!>S  ),  Oneida 
(17!)S),  and  St.  Lawrence  in  jiart  (1SU2);  of  vvidch  Onondaga 
liecame  Cayuga  in  17!)!),  and  ('(U-thmdt  in  ISOS,  wliih'  with 
Oneida  it  helped  to  form  Oswego  in  LSJC;  Oneida  also  furnishing 
Jett'erson  and  Lew  is  in  IS()5. 

Ctoing  bail;  to  the  original  3Iontgomeiy  we  titid  thai  the  ])or- 
titui  set  off  as  Tioga  ('ount\'  in  17!)1  covere(l  what  in  ISIHI  \\-;is 
organized  into  P.roonie  Count  v.  as  well  as  what  in  \s:]{t  became 
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( 'liciiimig'.  F>iit  the  old  Moiit  uoMicry  iiu  hidrd  also  nil  of  t  he  "  far 
west  "  of  tlu'  State;  for  wiiat  was  earliest  sei>arate<l  fioni  it  and 
ralk'd  ()ntari(' < 'ollllt\  ,  hecaiiie  Steul»eii  l  IT'.h;),  (ienesee  (1S(C_>), 
Liviii!;ston  (ISl'l),  .Monroe  (ISlM),  Wayne  (1S2;'.),  and  \'ates 

(1823)  .  Of  these  (ienesee  included  all  the  furthest  western  t<'r- 
ritoi-y  which  has  since  been  di\  ided  into  Allegany  (ISIMI),  ( 'at- 
tarauj4iis  (IS(iS),  ("liautamiua  (1S0^;),  ^■ia.^ara  llSOS),  Orleans 

(1824)  ,  and  W'yoniini;  (ISll)  counties;  of  whi(di  Xiauara 
yielded  iM-ie  in  1821;  while  Steuben  gave  up  a  part  of  Schuyler, 
tlie  youiiuest  county  of  the  State,  in  18.'")4,  which  also  drew  por- 
tions from  riieniuiiL;  and  Toni^tkins.  ^^'hile  we  may  not  have 
taken  the  o]»i)ort nid ty  to  mention  every  one  of  the  Stale's 
counties  in  this  review,  the  above  will  sho\\'  how  the  disintegra- 
tion of  the  original  counties  went  on,  a.nd  that  even  in  KiS;;  a 
pretty  clear  conception  was  entertained  of  the  territoiy  consti- 
tuting the  then  ]>rovince,  and  later  Stale  of  New  York. 

(iovernor  Dongan's  tern!  stands  lorth  as  an  e[)ocli-making  one 
for  another  important  reason.  It  was  under  him,  and  sufiiciently 
tlirough  his  instrumentality  to  rellect  some  credit  u^ion  him, 
that  Ne^^'  York  City  became  a  chartei-ed  c(»r]»oration  after  sev- 
eral previous  decach'S  of  existence  as  a  city,  and  that  Albany 
became  a  city  and  was  chai'tere<l  at  the  same  time.  Among  the 
inslnu'tions  ^^■hich  Do'igan  bon^  with  him  on  his  way  to  the  gov- 
ernorship, was  the  one  retpiiring  him  to  considj-r  and  re])ert  what 
it  would  be  desirable  to  giant  to  the  ('it\'  of  Ne\\'  ^'oi'k  in  the 
way  of  "immunities  and  privileges  b<'yond  what  other  parts  of 
my  territory  doe  (Mij(»y."  The  shrewd  ofiicials  of  New  \'ork  wei-e 
not  slow  to  talce  not<'  of  this  item,  and  saw  t(»  it  that  Dongan 
should  be  abundantly  assisted  in  his  "  considering." 

Foi*  nearly  t\\  enty  yt'ais  now  New  ^'ork  had  been  an  haigiish 
city,  so  far  as  the  form  of  go\-ernment  was  coiu-eiaied,  t  here  beiiej, 
a  mayor  and  aldenuen  and  a  slieriff,  just  as  Nicolls  had  insiiiuted 
that  system  in  1(!(;.">.  I'ut  all  these  otticials  were  apjtointed  ab- 
solutely by  tlie  governor-  witlnmt  any  regai-(l  to  the  wish  of  tln^ 
people,  exc<'pt  as  the  govein(»r  chose  to  (h^fer  t(»  this  um^x- 


101 


Tin;  i;m['Ii;i;  statk  in  tih;i;i;  ('i:.\Truii:s. 


pressed  by  tlic  selection  of  p(>|)iil;ii'  and  ellirient  nia^ist  rales. 
15iU  tlie  jteople  in  llnulaud  nsna  !  I  \  Iiad  sumet  Iiin^  tu  do  w  it  !i  ihc 
(dection  of  tlndr  aldermen;  and  tlie  (ity  nee(led  nioi-e  otlirers 
tiian  those  cited  alxiNc.  llence  tlie  mayor  ami  alderm<'n  in  idlice 
at  tiiat  time  addressed  a  jieiiiion  I o^  ( i<)\crnor  I)(tni:an  tlie  da  v 
after  the  Provincial  Assend)ly  adjonrned,  <»r  on  Xovemlier  li. 
Ids."),  askinu  that  a  (haiter  lie  e.\temle(|  to  tlu'  city,  secnrin;^ 
some  of  these  changes  in  the  administration. 

(loveiaior  Don^an  conhl  not  hasc  been  nnfa\'orable  to  the  i-e 
(|nest,  bnt  (lonl)tless  many  formalities  had  to  intei-vem-,  and  the 
<lnke  neediMl  to  be  coiisnlled,  and  his  consent  (ditnined,  befoi'' 
the  (diarter  conid  into  (dlVct.  At  -Any  I'ate,  it  was  not  nnlil 
A]»i-il  l!7,  l()S(i.  thai  the  docnment,  duly  siL^iied  and  sealed,  was 
haiide<l  over  to  the  city  ant  lioi-it  ies.  It  added  to  the  olUces  of 
mayor  ami  sherilf.  those  of  recorder,  (deid^,  and  chamberlain. 
These  weri'  to  be  ap]>ointed  by  the  ^overnoi":  the  mayor  and 
slu'i-iff  annnally,  the  others  to  hold  (dlice  dnrim;  his  ]ileasnre. 
1dien  it  was  piovided  that  the  (dty  be  divided  into  six  wards, 
in  each  of  whi(  h  the  jieojile  were  to  idect  an  alderman  and  an 
assistant  aldei  nian  annnally. 

At  this  time  New  \'ork  was  bnt  a  little  city  as  yet.  Its  jiopnla- 
tion  nnmbei-ed  scarcely  three  tlionsand.  The  w  hole  of  the  s[iace 
di\ide(l  into  live  of  the  si,\  wards  lay  south  of  Wall  Street,  ami 
the  streets  were  by  no  m<'ans  cro\\<led  with  houses.  The  Sixth 
\\'ard  was  iiideef]  imjiosinii  in  size,  "uibracinu  all  the  rest  of  the 
Island  <d'  .Manhattan;  bnt  the  population  was  extrenndy  liniite<l 
here,  and  no  wIkmc  was  tlieri-  a  c(,IIectioii  of  inhabitants  lai'ue 
enoiiLih  to  be  diuiiitied  with  tlie  name  of  hamlet,  except  at  the 
uortheasiern  exlr(  uiily  w  her.'  Ilarlem  had  ^^rowu  into  a  N  illauc. 
yet  by  the  provisions  of  tlw  (diaiMer  was  even  thus  early  maile  a 
part  (d'  Xew  \'ork  ( 'ity. 

The  commerce  r\'  the  cai>ital  did  not  as  yet  for<'sliadow  the 
jiToat  things  to  come.  Tliei-e  were  only  a  few  i^reat  trading  ships 
thai  visit e<l  the  harlior,  coming  from  England  or  the  ^^'est  Indies, 
otiier  vess(d.^  (d'  larue  burden  and  great  spread  of  camas  might 
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be  occasioiKil  pii \;i tccis  luiiiiiiiL:  iii  I'nr  sii]»i>Iics,  wiiil  then  out 
jiUiiiii  to  ci-ijiiilc  till-  ((iiiiiiM'rc^-  .it'  ()ii|)(isiii^  i)''Hi^('rciits,  I'nf  the 
ii.ifioiis  (tf  ( Muisl  (iidciii  wci-c  ill  a  dirdiiir  stale  of  waii'arc  tlu-u. 
'I'lic  coiiiiucrcc  1hM\V(M'm  tin-  coldiiics  was  rrpicsciilcd  in  New 
^'ork  liailxir  ]»y  less  tliau  a  (iozcii  ncsscIs  of  ll^rcc  masts,  but 
small  toimauc,  not  cxcccdinu ciulity  or  one  lniii(li-c<l  tons.  Sloops 
of  t  wcnty-tlvc  tons  w  ore  most  jilmt  it  nl,  t  licro  bcin^  al»ont  a  score 
of  thom,  of  which  a  ilcct  to  the  nnmlici'  of  tixc  was  cnuai^tMl  in 
tlic  trade  n[)  tlie  Ilndson,  to  Kin^sion  or  l']so]>ns,  and  to  Albany. 

This  place  of  earliest  set  tlement  had  been  ]iasse<l  in  I  he  race 
foi-  munici[ial  Ix'inu  by  the  more  adAanta^consly  located  New 
\'ork.  It  had  been  a  mere  ti'adinLi  post,  then  becanu'  s(tmel  liini;' 
more  of  an  auriciiltiival  center,  and  nnder  the  i;nidance  and  eii- 
c()nrai;ement  of  the  van  llensselaers  had  ad\  aiice(I  from  a  hamlet 
to  the  proportions  of  a  village.  Some  of  the  ]teople,  however, 
(dia  fed  under  t  he  extreme  jia  tenia  I  ism  of  t  he  I'at  roon  system,  and 
so  they  escape(!  to  Scheiieclady,  fonndiiii;  this  under  the  lc;id  of 
\'an  Corlaer.  as  wc  saw;  w  hiU'  oihers  at  a  somewhat  later  period 
^\■ent  down  to  hel])  build  up  the  towns  near  the  Esopus.  Albany 
was  not  mu(di  moi-e  than  a  \illaue  now.  Ten  years  later,  or  in 
Ki*.)."),  it  nnmbei-ed  two  hundred  houses,  which  makes  it  safe  to 
calculate  for  it  about  a  tluuisand  souls  for  a  jiojiulation.  It  musr 
ha\"e  been  considerably  Itelow  this  li^ure  in  KiSt;. 

This  did  not  })i'event  the]»eople  fi-oui  aspiring  to  be  a  city,  and 
surely  New  Voi'k's  itroportions  were  not  smdi  as  to  make  ii  much 
iiKU-e  w<)rth_\'  of  this  diuiiity.  The  as])iration  was  all  the  more 
Justitiable,  because  in  ui\inL:  a  patent  for  Kenssehna'sw  yck  in 
KIS."),  there  had  been  no  care  takeu  l»y  the  uoveruumut  lo  exclmh- 
.\lbauy  from  the  jurisdict iiui  id'  these  pri\'ate  owners.  ^\  com- 
mittee of  the  council  induced  the  patriiou  to  r(diui|uisli  a  striji 
of  territorv'  one  mile  wide,  measurinu  north  and  s(Uitli,  and 
stretchiuL:  sixteen  miles  wesi  from  the  ri\er.  This  land  was 
itow  assitiued  to  the  ((U-porati(m  oi'  Alban\-  in  the  charter  whi*  li 
I>onuan  i:ranted  it  in  KISi;,  and  >.\hi(h  made  a  city  of  the  "an- 
cient town"  <d'  r.everswyck,  (U-  ^^'ilIeulsta;lt. 
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The  sliajx'  of  the  comuioiialty  actually  occupied,  au<l  ^\al^Ml 
or  palisaded,  was  t riaut:ulai',  with  its  base  on  the  i-iver  and  its 
ai>ex  ojteniui;'  towai-d  tlie  ancient  Voii  Orani;e  on  tlie  hill  whci-c 
the  ('ai)i(ol  stands  now,  the  cii-cuniference  nu'asuri n.i;  not  more 
than  six  fui-lon,us.  'Die  streets  were  not  ]>a\cd  all  the  way  aci'oss, 
hut  sidewalks  on  a  lev<d  with  the  central  roadway  extended 
eiii'ht  feet  from  the  line  of  the  houses  on  either  side.  There  \\-eie 
only  two  i)iiiHipal  streets:  Jonkaer.  Jonkhe<'r,  oi'  ^'(uickei- 
Street,  represented  by  State  Street  of  to-day,  and  runuint;-  about 
half  ^^■ay  up  the  steep  hill;  and  llandelaer  (^len  hant  )  Street, 
now  IJroadway.  The  earliest  church,  built  in  ir»I2,  had  been  re- 
placed by  a  new  one  in  1G5G,  ^\hi(dl  in  turn  was  followed  by  a 

nioj-e  ainbiTious  structure  in  ITlo. 
This  stood  until  ISOC.  on  the  old 
sit*.',  in  the  ndddle  of  the  load  at 
the  intersection  of  State  Street 
ami  r'.road\\ay. 

The  chartei-  i;ave  to  the  city  of 
Albany  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  a 
clerk,  a  sheriff,  a  (dianibeidaiu, 
and  a  marshal.  Here,  as  in  New 
York',  these  oflices  were  to  be  a]t- 
pointive,  th<'  mayor  and  sherilV  beini;  appointed  annually,  the 
others  to  hold  durinu  pleasure.  The  city,  like  New  York,  was 
<livided  into  six  wards,  and  each  wai-d  elected  its  alderman  and 
assistant  ahh-rman.  One  of  the  tirst  ^roup  <d"  aldermen  thus 
(dected  is  of  interest  to  all  Americans,  because  he  was  .l(din 
Wendell,  and  th<'  ancestor  mi  the  maternal  side  of  1  )r.  ()Ii\'er 
AN'endell  Holmes.  Tin-  tirst  mayor  was  I'eter  Schuyler,  and  ho 
was  i-i'a]ipointed  for  eiuht  ^tncessive  years.  The  tirst  city  (  lerk, 
as  we  miuht  naturally  expert,  was  Kobeit  Li\in^ston. 

In  follow  ing  his  foi  innes  we  come  u[)on  the  trai  k  of  the  de\el- 
opnieid  of  till'  State  in  th«'  direction  (d'  the  lower  sections,  w  here 
wide  !na]>s  of  unoccu]»ied  counti'v  keeft  stai'lni;  us  in  the  face  lonu' 
after  the  im-orp(U'at  ion  of  these  t^\^n  cities  at  either  end  of  the 
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i.^ahlc  lliidson.  *'(Jiftc<l  with  reniarkabh'  aiMiiiisit ivciK'ss," 
as  nrodlu'ad  puts  it,  "  aiul  en j(>viii;j,  peculiar  nnicial  advauta^cs, 
lie  Icarucd  tluit  tluTe  wo'c  valuable  lauds  ou  tlic  cast  si<U'  of  the 
lluds(Ui,  just  below  those  of  the  vau  Keusselaers,  whieli  had 
iie\('i'  been  j^rauteil  by  the  uoveniUH'iit  of  New  ^'oik."  It  was 
uot  diiUcult  foi-  hiui  to  obtaiu  a  ;L;raut  here,  aud  thus  be^au  the 
history  of  the  famous  Li\  iui;stou  Mau(U-,  w  hich  exteuded  frtuu  a 
point  opposite  (,'atskill  to  a  i»oiut  op]iosite  SauL^erties,  aud  east- 
ward to  the  boundaries  of  ^Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

There  was,  however,  anothei-  [)lace  on  the  way  down  to  New 
^'(»rk  whi(di  douldless  also  iuuii;ined  that  it  uii.uht  soon  lay  claim 
to  beiu,u'  iiu-orporale<l  as  a  city.  In  the  ^■iciuity  of  the  l']sopus 
Creek,  euiiUyiiiL;  into  the  Ilmlson  about  ninety  miles  from  Mau- 
hattuu  and  sixt\'  below  Albany,  three  towns  luul  come  to  be  es- 
tablished since  the  eouquest  by  tlu'  lMij;lish.  In  KKiO  eoiuuiis- 
sioners  were  sent  up  there  aud  ori^auized  the  xilhiL^o  of  Marble- 
lowii,  named  so  from  the  bliu'  liuu'stoiu'  abouudiui;  there;  au<l 
to  a  vilhiiie  or  townshi])  wliicii  the  I)ut(di  ha<l  called  yieuwdoi'[» 
(New  ^'iUaJi■e)  they  L;a\"e  the  name  Hurley,  as  we  sa^v  before,  in 
coni})linu'nt  to  ihe  baronial  seat  belon.uiui;  to  the  bi-auc  h  of  the 
I-o\(dace  family  which  liad  been  raised  to  the  ])eera^('.  At  the 
sauu^  time  they  (diani;(^d  the  nauu'  of  I']so])Us  aud  called  it  KiuL;s- 
t(»u,  in  honor  of  <  iovernor  Lo\'elace's  mother,  whose  family  had  a 
seat  at  Kin,i;ston  in  Berkshire. 

l'i'osj)erity  marked  these  three  villages,  thousands  of  bushels 
of  urain  were  annually  raise(|  and  exjiorted  thence,  aud  i;iioil 
f(uiune  brouuht  increase  of  ])opulMtiou.  As  yet,  howevei'.  no 
t hou^lit  of  incorporation  as  a  city  possessed  1  he  jteople  here.  15ut 
they  did  think  in  tiie  (dd  ]]sopus,  new  Kingston,  that  they 
Were  entitled  to  moi'e  direction  of  their  own  town  alTairs.  So, 
early  in  the  year  ItlSt,  with  so  many  iniio\alions  aud  pri\ile,ues 
.U'liui.'  about,  and  the  County  of  Clsier  just  m-wly  ori:aui/,e<l,  the 
\  il!ai;»'rs  met  together  and  si^neil  a  petili(Mi,  drawn  up  by  some 
of  their  trusted  headers,  liumbly  shewinu  "  tliat  they  would 
like  to  have  the  in-ivile^c  of  electing  their  ow  n  town  oiVicers. 
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It  il(K'S  Hot  look  like  a  xcrv  rc\ dim  ionaiy  (Icniaml.  The  l.oiiu 
Island  tow  IIS,  cxcii  in  Si  ii  \  \  csani  "s  tiav.  Iia'l  (-h-ctrd  a  dniiMc 
miinln'i'  of  ot'li<-ci's,  limii  \\lii)ni  llu-  dirrdor  chose  tlic  iiii  iiin- 
iH'iits.  Vet  tlicsc  jM't  it  ioiK  rs  ii|>  in  I'lsicr  ('oiiiily,  nnd<'i-  ihc 
mild  and  brncticcnt  rciun  (d  1  )oni;aii,,  iM-arini;  in  his  hands  ail 
sorts  of  extensions  oi'  ])i-i\ilei:(',  t'oniid  tiieniselves  incont  ineni  I  \ 
(•lapiie(l  into  jail,  and  tlien  lined  and  hound  omt  to  keep  tiie 
ix'ace.  ^J'lie  uronnd  toi-  tliese  snnini.iry  jivoeeedinus  was  tliat  in 
submitting  their  Imndde  petiiion  they  had  rommitted  "a  i-iot."" 
"  A(d<no\\  leduinu  that  lliey  liad  i)een  '  ill  ad\  ised,' "  says  ]5idd- 
head,  "  they  were  r<dit'Ved  ■";  hnl  whet  lier  IVoni  tlie  jail  oi-  tlie  line 
he  does  not  say.  And,  strannely  enoiiuh,  the  hisioi  ian  makes  no 
eomments,  as  if  he  (piite  a'j,ree(|  tlial  tliese  honest  tow  nfolks,  in 
elndinu  jtossildy  some  of  liis  ow  n  anrestors,  were  nothinu  l)nt  a 
low  rabble  of  "  riot'-rs." 

Another  event  that  mai<es  (ioveinor  noiiuan's  term  jneni- 
orable,  ■was  the  elevation  id'  tlie  pi-oi)i-i<'tor  of  the  ]irovine<'  to 
the  throne  of  laiuhnal,  makini;  considerabie  alti'ration  in  tlie 
[»osition  of  the  colony,  and  rt-nderinu  it  one  not  altoi;etlier  fa\(>r- 
able  to  the  judspeiity  and  hai)piness  nf  the  inhaliitants.  In 
February,  ItiSo,  Charles  II.  dieil,  and,  having  no  leuitimate 
ehildicn,  his  bioiher  -lames,  huke  of  \'ork,  sncceeded  him  as 
kinti.  Thus  at  once  New  ^'oi'k  becann-  a  dependency  (d'  the 
crown,  and  ceased  to  be  a  [>roprietary  i;o\'eiinnenl .  It  was  a 
ma  1 1  er  of  ^ra  1 1  tica  t  ion  to  the  jn'ojjle,  i  he  ijla  nuuir  of  I'oyal  t  \'  bei  nu 
a  very  real  thinu  in  these  days.  It  identitied  them  more  idosidy 
with  the  realm  to  be  a  -  row  n  possession,  rather  than  the  prixate 
pr(»|iei-ty  of  a  subject,  however  exalte(l.  And  if  -lann's  had  been 
so  'gracious  in  ^rantin^  "i>rivileues  and  immunities'"  when  he 
was  but  a  duke,  and  his  w  ill  was  not  snprenu',  bnt  must  be  made 
To  accoid  with  that  of  the  reiuuiiiL;  nnuiarcli,  snrtdy  now  th.it  he 
rei,L!,ned  himself,  the  way  to  the  most  liberal  de\'ices  for  his 
pcoide  beinu  unobstructed,  w(nd(l  be  all  the  nmre  eai^erly  jnir- 
sued  by  him. 

But  the  ])eoplc  of  that  day  had  not  the  .-elv  in*  '  -t!id\  iu!.; 
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.l.iiiii's's  chai-actci-  and  iiiol  i\('s  thai  sulis('(|Ui'iil  ^cnci-al  inns  liaxc 
rnjiivcd.  liis  lilx'ial  views  on  the  suhjccl  of  rcliuions  lolccal  ion 
welt'  the  out  urowt  li  of  I  lis  own  prcca  lions  posi  t  ion  as  In  mi-  oT  t  lie 
irown,  and  an  aillificnl  <d'  tlif  iJoinisli  tailli.  And  lliat  same 
|irccarious  posiiion  as  lo  the  snccossion  (  anscd  Ijini  to  aft-cdc 
to  iiirasnrcs  dcsiicd  iiis  roloidsls  wliirli  lie  a i>lioii('d  in  liis 
scci-ft  lieai'l,  l»ut  llic  ^lant  inu  (d'  \\iii(  li  would  ronccal  from  \if\\ 
ids  n-al  at  I  it  ndc  as  To  popidar  liL^lils.  and  nial-;c  Id  in  inoio  toloia- 
hlc  to  tlic  lai^iisli  nati(ui  as  a  ])ros])(M  i  Inc  kin^. 

il  was  not  loiiu'  1)(  foro  the  dull  and  narrow  nalnrc  of  danu's 
revealed  its  secret  attitude  on  the  (|uesiiou  of  j»o]Milai-  represen- 
tatioii  in  Ids  Aniei  ieaii  pro\  inee.  Soon  after  he  had  lieeonie 
kinu  he  was  jiresent  at  a  meeting  nf  the  IMantalioii  ('oiinnirtee, 
and  il  was  at  tins  time  that  tlie  <diser\ation  was  made  that  the 
jdirase  "  Th*'  I'eoide  met  in  (ieneral  Assemhlv."  was  not  foun<l 
in  an\'  other  r(doidal  (diartei-.  Tlie  "("harter  of  I'ri vileiies," 
It.isse<!  by  tlie  tirst  Assemldy  iiud  signed  by  Don^an,  w  as  now  iij' 
for  api)ro\al.  James  did  not  al>rouate  il  directly,  lie  did  not 
i-epeal  it,  but  he  decliicMl  to  coidirni  it,  and  he  had  no  intcation 
that  it  should  be  a  laslini^  institution.  P.y  some  of  the  instruc- 
tions he  sent  to  1  )onuan,  in  w  hat  amounted  lo  a  new  comnnssiou, 
necessitated  by  the  (  liani^e  in  liis  [losilion  in  the  icalm,  he  really 
made  the  Assemldy  nnuatory,  and  its  enactments  of  small  ac- 
lount.  "As  to  the  !j,(>\-ernmerit  (d'  New  ^'ork.  His  .Majesty  is 
pleased  to  dii'ect  that  it  be  assimilated  io  the  constitution  that 
shall  lie  aL^reed  on  loi-  New  l']m;land.  to  whi(di  it  is  adjoininii." 
Iliit  that  New  I'aii;!and  constitulioii  in  pnwc  jiossessed  no  su(di 
fi-ature  as  a  popular  assembh.  "And  in  the  meantime,"  the 
kinn'  directed  "  ("olomd  l)onuan,  (loNernor  of  New  'S'ork,  to  ]>ur- 
siie  sn(  li  ])owers  and  instructions  as  he  shall  recei\'e  under  His 
-Majesty's  signet  and  siiin  manual,  or  by  oi'der  in  council,  uidil 

fui  t  her  oi'dei'."" 

The  jdain  intent  of  such  ordei-s  Innc  nat  u rally  en.oui;h  le(l  s(Uiie 
authois  t(»  state  that  the  "  Charter  of  Liberties  "  was  re]mdiated 
•nil  of  h;iiid,  and  that  the  .\ssemidy  was  abidislied.    It  miuht  as 


110 


TiiK  i:mi'iki:  si'ati;  ix  t[hm;i:  ckntt  iues. 


well  lia\<'  IxM'ii,  fill-  soon  a  diicrt  tax  was  imposed  witlioiit  tlic 
ti'(tiibl("  (if  askiiii;'  lli<'  Assi-mhly  to  pass  upon  tlic  iin-asiiir. 
AiiioHi:'  other  elia ractei  isiir  ill juiict  ions  sent  out  to  ( lON  ei  imi' 
Don^an,  ^\■as  one  eniirelv  wniiliv  of  the  source  wiience  it  pin 
(•('('(h'd.  It  was  expressly  forliiihleii  liiin  to  aUow  tlie  setting  up 
of  any  ]iriiitinu  press  witliin  the  ]»rovince  of  New  'S'ork.  Igno- 
rance is  not  only  t  he  mot  her  of  (je  vol  ion  ;  ii  is  also  that  of  iini|iies- 
tionim;'  submission  to  despotic  'power.  James  was  far-seeinu 
eiu»UL;'h  to  knou'  how  much  this  ignorance  would  ser\e  the  i)ni- 
poses  he  had  in  view.    Otdy  lie  miscalculated  the  a^c  in  which 

 — — ,   ],,.  ii\(.,l  liA  a  coui)le  of  centuries. 

, -•^--^-''^'^'■^•■^i^.j^:. i^f'^li':^  i      Tlie  (leiieral  Assembly  of  "  The 

People"    was  not   abolished  ai 

^j^f^t-r^^^.^A  once;  it  went  on  by  default  of 

.  ''.v^-'M)iti positive  i>r<»hibition  for  a  while. 

I V -  '     ,5  -  ^_  :•  V'?' 1   '1'Ih'  second  Assouibly  met  in  Oc- 

^^-■/~illLS::'k^Z^  toiler,  1(;S4;  Matthias  Xicolls  was 

^  ^^-l^l^sjil^^  a  pi  in  elected  speaker,  and  thirty- 

ift^^^*^"^' one  acts  were  passed,  and  bt'inj;- 
l"^-^!'-' ■'^^i^l^'fe^^s*^!' v",; ' '  '  / ,  uCr*}   signed  bv  the  liovcrnor,  tliev  be- 
^^V'^r/'-y^;^^   came  laws.    It  adjourned  to  meet 
^fp^-V-'^'^Tr^^f    in  Sei)leml)er,  AW^'i.  in  the 

THE  K.r  j.ousK^'lGTlJ.  Hieantime     lia<l     occurred  the 

(diani;e  in  the  occupants  of  the 
throne.  This  event  seemed  fur  s-c  to  have  been  the  dissolution  of 
the  body  as  ]>re\  iously  constituted.  To  leave  no  doubt  u[)on  iis 
validity,  Don^an,  by  the  advice  (d'  the  council,  dissolved  the 
original  Assembly  by  a  ]iro(  lamat ion  dated  August  lo,  Itisr),  and 
four  days  later  writs  were  issued  for  electing'  new  dele_uates  to 
meet  in  New  ^'oi  k  on  (  )ctober  "JO. 

On  that  day  the  tidrd  Asseaildy  met,  an<l  W'illiatii  rinhoriu' 
was  chosen  speaker.  It  did  not  a(diie\<'  nearly  as  mmdi  business 
as  its  two  predecessors,  and  the  governor's  approval  by  no 
means  covered  all  its  enactments,  as  heretofore.  Only  six  bills 
became  laws.   Three  bills  failed  to  <;ct  the  ^.overnor's  si:j,natnre. 
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Ill 


WIii'ii  it  adjoufiic'l,  it  (lid  so  to  iiiccl  in  S('[»tciiibcr,  liiS(i.  il 
iicvcr  met  a^aiii.  I'rdi-omicd  for  six  mom  lis  tTc  il  assciiihlcW 
at  IIm'  lime  ajipijintrd,  by  prorlaiiiat  ion  of  (iovrinoc  l>oiinaii,  on 
.lauuai'V  L'O.  l*iST,  it  was  dissolNCil  alt ou<-t licf.  and  no  w  iils  tor  a 
iirw  election  issued.  The  old  n'-L^inie  canu'  into  operulioii  aua.in; 
the  udN'ernor  and  council  imposed  the  taxes  and  frame<l  the 
statutes  for  the  ]i(M)]de,  without  asking  alter  their  will  or  wish 
ill  the  ])i'emises.  lUit  there  wer<'  l)etter  days  c(uiiini;.  Po[tnlar 
i-epresenfation  was  not  so  easily  killed.  "Taxation  without  con- 
sent was  not  a  process  und(  r  whi(di  either  Duttdinien  or  I'aii;- 
iishmen  could  rest  (juiet  and  content. 

Turnini;  now  auain  to  a  branch  of  the  histoiy  of  New  ^'ork 
whi(di  must  ha\c  a  lai'trc  share  of  oui-  attentioii  during  these 
e;irlier  periods,  we  shall  find  that  distinction  once  more  bidongs 
to  tlio  <;()vernor  whose  name  is  so  i)r()minent ly  identilied  with 
the  introduction  of  jtopular  re})resentation.  The  historian,  \Vill- 
iani  Smith,  earliest  to  writi'  the  annals  of  the  province,  says  that 
DouiLiau  sui'i>assed  all  his  jiredecessors  in  his  attention  to  Indian 
aiVaii's.  The  tirst  occasion,  to  (h-a!  with  the  (|uesti(ui  of  the  rela- 
tions with  the  Indians  (»ccui'red  in  -iuue,  l(\Si,  when  a  distiu- 
i;uished  visitor  arrived  in  Now  York  City.  It  was  no  less  a 
jterson  than  Lord  Ettinj;ham,  the  fJovernor  of  Mr^inia  and  Mary- 
land, atten(h'd  by  two  m(nnbors  of  his  council.  The  arrival  of  a 
peer  of  l"]n^land  created  (piire  a  stir  in  the  little  cajjital,  and  the 
niajiistrates  were  not  slow  to  oiler  Lord  J]nini;hani  the  free(h>m 
of  the  city  in  the  usual  ceremonious  manner. 

r>ut  the  p,"overnor  of  these  southern  c(donies  came  not  on  a 
\isit  of  ceremony.  He  came  to  propose  unison  of  effort  in  the 
punishment  of  Indian  i-aiders.  to  enter  upon  a  wai'  auainst  the 
iro(]uois.  This  was,  of  coui'se,  out  of  the  (piestion  in  New  York, 
\\liere  the  I\]n^lisli  had  succeeded  to  the  terms  with  ilie  Dutcdi  at 
the  ti'caty  of  Tawasentlia,  and  wlier<'  friendship  and  alliance 
bouml  the  I'ive  Nations  to  the  inhabitants  auainst  the  ever 
pres;'nt  menace  of  IT'euidi  invasion.  Therefore,  l^on^aii  trans- 
formed L(u-d  l>niini:ham"s  warlike  errand  into  a  missi(jn  of  pt'ace. 
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'I'lircc  of  tlir  I'ivc  Xatiniis — the  ( )ii(iii(l;i.i:;ts,  Oncidas,  and  ("avu 
^as — pnibaltly  in  piirsiiil  nl'  sonic  tribes  at  tlic  sontli,  liad  com- 
niit  (('<1  (Icjircdat  i<iiis  npon  t  lie  while  set  i  lenient  s  aioiiu  t  he  n<iri  h 
crii  houndarv  of  X'iiuinia  and  .Maryhin(L  The  (iovcinor  of  New 
Ynvk  invited  Lord  lOtlinLihain  and  his  cotincihtrs  to  'j^o  iiji  tu 
Albany  witii  hini,  and  there  nieet  representatives  fioni  llie  fro- 
quois  i.eaune.  To  this  lie  conscnled,  and  the  confeience  took 
place  (»n  duly  :](),  liiS4. 

Dclci^atcs  were  pi-csent  from  the  thr<'c  nations  who  had  uixcii 
the  tntubic,  and  also  from  the  Mohawks.  The  Senccas  di<l  noi 
arrive  till  after  it  was  over,  becanse  (d'  tlu'  distamc  they  had 
to  travid,  bnl  they  at  once  conJirnied  w  hat  had  been  done.  Terms 
were  aureed  njxm.  and  a  [leace  coniduded,  attende(l  by  the  sym- 
bolic cerenionies  that  the  Indian  nature  loved  so  W(dl.  I'lve 
tomahawks  were  buric-d,  re[»i-esent iui;  \"ii-uinia  and  Alarylaiid 
and  the  three  olfendiiiu  nations;  then  was  suul;'  a  soni;,  and  the 
orators  jnicw  elocjueni  o\('r  the  plant  inu  <d' a  tree  of  peac<',  wliose 
tops  should  rea(  h  tlie  sun,  and  its  bran(  lies  shelter  the  wide 
land. 

It  was  really  a  most  sii;]iifu-ant  meeting,  and  Bancroft,  A\  iili 
justice,  recoiiuizes  in  it  one  of  t  he  first  tendencies  to  union  anions; 
the  colouies.  I'or  lud  oidy  wei'c  here  repi  esentat  i\  es  fi-(»ni  ^'ir- 
iiiiiia,  Maryland,  and  Xew  'Ndi  k,  but  .Massa(  Inisel I s  also  had  had 
trouble  with  the  Lea^ue.  and  l)(»nL;an  had  secui'ed  the  |tresence 
of  an  ai^ent  foi-  thai  colony.  The  ]iacitic  ]»ra)Hlies  did  indeed 
shelter  a  wi(h'  land.  As  I5am-rid't  remarks,  ''The  treaty  ex- 
toiult'd  from  t  he  St .  Croix  to  A  Ibemaile."  No  wondei-  the  Indians 
were  thankful  io  I)oii^aii  f(U-  the  meiliaiion  whic  h  contirnnd 
them  in  their  fi-ieiidship  of  the  whiles,  not  only  (d'  New  V(U'k.  but 
of  tliesi>  other  c(donies.  'i'hey  were  all  the  more  rea<ly  to  staud 
in  the  way  of  I'l-emdi  a.uuression. 

They  i;;ive  man\'  practical  evid(MU'es  of  tludr  iM'^^ard  for  l*on- 
ixan.  r.<'fore  the  conferenc<'  broke  up  they  had  ])ut  upon  white 
di'cssed  deei'skins  thei]-  totemic  signatures  to  the  formal  acknii\\  l- 
edi.:nient  of  Charles  11.  as  theii'  sovereign,  or  ^reat  sachem-iu- 
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rliiff.  And  all  rlir  tcn-ildi-v  iil>i)iir  tlic  li(';ul\\  atcrs  of  tlic  Siis- 
(|U<'lianna  Ilivcr,  altoNC  Wva  lusini;  I'alls,  was  ricdy  granted  lo 
New  'N'orlv  I'i-(»viii(H'.  Tliis  was  of  csix'cial  siuiiiliranct',  lircausc 
upon  his  arrival  in  the  ])rr\i(tiis  year,  Don^an  liad  been  coni- 
pclli'd  to  art  proiiiptly  in  older  to  lioad  off  an.al  tcnijit  on  tlio 
jtail  of  \Villiani  J'cnn  to  sccnro  tlic  njiitcr  Sus(|Uoiinnna  N'allov. 
Tcnn  a  nd  two  a. urn  is  wore  aci  na  1 1_\  at  A  1 1  la  n  y  i  ly  inL;  to  a  irani;(,' 
1  lie  imn  iiasc  (d' t  his  1  ract  w  lion  1  (oni^an  i-oa(dic(l  New  ^'ork('ity. 
lie  r<'iiaii'('d  to  the  saino  place  less  than  two  weeks  after  he  had 
been  indn(  te(l  into  oflice. 

The  Albany  authorities  assured  I)onuan  that  thei-e  was  noth- 
ing; more  picjndirial  to  his  K'oyal  lli;4hness"  interest  and  the  in- 
liabitants  (d'  this  uoNernmeiit  ihaii  this  business  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Ki\-er.  The  I'reiudi,  it  is  true,  ha\e  endea\ored  to  lake 
away  our  trade  by  piecemeal,  but  this  will  cut  it  off  at  once." 
The  i;((\eii!or,  therefore,  hastened  to  inteiruj)!  IN'un's  trans- 
action. Tile  followini;  October  some  of  the  ]\I(diawks  visited 
I)onL:an  at  New  "^'ork  and  they  promis<'d  then  to  ,uive  the  Sus- 
«;uehanna  region  to  the  I  Mike  of  \'ork.  This  promise  was  now 
fullilled  at  the  treaty  of  KlSi;  and  aa  Iiou  Penn  i-enewe<l  his  efforts 
to  ]turchase  tho  tract  he  was  met  m  the  information  that  they 
•  ■ould  no  louLier  dis])ose  of  them.  It  is  asserted  that  I'enn  re- 
ven.ucd  himself  upon  I)on^an  by  usiui:,  his  inlluence  with  dames, 
wheti  he  had  become  kiuL^'.  in  ]»rejndicin'L;  liim  auainst  the  i;ov- 
ernoT'. 

In  order  that  it  nii^ht  be  evident  to  all  couceriu'd  that  tln^ 
Indians  of  the  I'In'o  Nations  iiad  iiiade  lliems(dves  volnnlarily 
snbjects  of  the  I'^ni^lish  kinu,  tlie_\  wished  poniian  to  permit 
.tlieni  to  attatdi  the  arms  (d'  ihe  Duke  of  ^'ork  to  ea(di  otie  of  the 
five  "  cast h^s,"  or  ]>alisade(l  x  illa^es,  -w  here  the  several  nations 
had  their  iH-adquarters.  And  in  the  exiibei-ance  of  friemlshii) 
they  ,ua\'e  the  naine  nf  "sixth  casth'"  to  AlbauA'.  I'or  the 
mutual  ben(dit  of  the  Indians  and  ihe  people  id"  Alliany,  Oonuan 
:idopt«'d  a  liberal  policy  in  rt  uard  to  ti'ade  with  the  Indians. 
He  L^ave  passes  to  youni;'  men  of  coiiraiic  and  enterprise  to  go 
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aiiKinLi  tlic  Indians  near  tin-  >>'iai;aia  ami  induce  tlicni  lo  sen,] 
their  jx'ltrics  to  AI!»any  instead  ol'  to  Canada,  and  as  a  i-esnli 
the  *S<'iieeas  Itiou^lit  ten  tliousan<l  heaver  skins  tliei-e.  And. 
seeini;'  llie  n<'cessiiy  of  lU'eserviiii;  so  vahiahle  a  tra<le,  hy  the 
l»r()tec-tion  (d'  the  Iroijuois  ti'oni  t lie. constant  attacks  td'  their 
hereditary  eiu'mies,  the  I'renrli,  he  son,i;ht  to  make  it  jdain  to 
tliose  hiiili  in  antlioiity  that  foi'ts  should  be  erected,  well  pi'o- 
vided  witli  men  and  ^uns,  at  su(di  ]toiids  as  Ticonderoua,  the 
mouth  of  t he  ( »s\ve:L:<),  and  tlHVshoi'cs  of  the  Nia.uara. 

^faintaininu  fiiend.ly  relations  with  th<-  Iro(|nois  was  tanta- 
mount to  (hd'yinii  the  hostility  of  the  l'ren(di  of  Canaihi.  t"on- 

stantly  wore  th.e  I'^ivo 
Nations  in  collison 
with  the  I'renrh.  War 
pai'ties  of  the  sa\a^es 
would  carry  desolation 
and  death  annmL;'  tlic 
natives  iu  alliance  with 
them,  or  upon  sidtle- 
ments  of  whites  them- 
selves. .\  nd  t  hen  in  re- 
turn a  raid  would  he 
niade  into  the  Ii-o([iiois 
country  in  New  York, 
incursions  I )( mil; an  pro- 
tested, assert  inu  ihat  the  j»eo])|e  of  the  f'ivc  Xaiinns  were  suh- 
jeets  of  the  K'in-  id'  Ihmlami.  and  the  hi-encdi  m»\ciiiois  would 
deny  their  riuht  to  I»e  so  l•e^al•de<l.  I'.y  a  seeniinu  com  radict  ion 
the  a n I  hoi-i I  ies  of  ( 'a  nada  w  ould  pei-sisi  in  sending;  missionaries 
amoni;  the  Inuiuois.  j'.ul  it  was  not  so  much  in  order  to  couNei-i 
their  souls  as  in  oiih-r  to  con\'ert  implacable  and  irrepressi'de 
enemies  into  allies  and  protilahle  li-aders. 

\\'lieu  this  result  did  mU  follow,  the  missionaries  wer(>  <|uite 
as  readily  utilizeil  to  lure  the  Indians  to  theii'  destruction.  Thus 
Goverm)r  Deuon^  ilh%  in  KIST,  employed  Father  Lambervilh^  tQ 
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led  bv  French  soldiers.    Ai;ainst  such 
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(lcc(»y  a  Iai\i;('  iiunilxT  of  Ir(>(|ii()is  saclu-ins  into  a  [lalisMdrd  fort 
;it  Oiioihlai^a  ("asdc,  wlicrcuiioii  !ift_v  of  the  cliiefs  wot  sci/j-d, 
put  in  irons,  and  sent  to  I'l-anc*' 1  o  languish  in  tli''  t  liain-uallt'ys 
;it  ^[arsciilcs.  'J'liis  only  <lroNc  the  Indians  1o  a  inoro  di'spd'ato 
enmity  of  tin-  l^rcindi,  rendering;-  thoni  more  than  ('\('r  a  l)n!\\ark 
a.t;ainst  I'ri'nidi  ;i u^rcssion.  llcforc  tiiis  J)on,uan  had  inlcrrniit»Ml 
tiic  s(dicnio  ttf  the  I'^rcnrli  to  invito  trade  willi  ('anada  by  tlie' 
^ood  w'orl;  of  tlK'ir  nrissionari<'S,  by  subst  itut  inu  l'>ni:lisli  Jesnits 
for  those  sent  out  from  I'ranee. 

A  still  l)ohler  in\asion  of  the  field  whicdi  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties thouuht  peculiarly  tlndr  own,  was  initialed  l»y  the  foresi.uht 
of  I'on^an.  A  Caiutdian  refui^co  named  la  I-'outaine,  familiar 
with  the  trade  routes  of  the  far  West,  wlieiu'e  immense  «|uan- 
tities  of  fui's  were  drawn  to  ^fontreal  and  <Jin-l)ec,  \\as  ^iven  a 
pass  authorizing'  him  to  into  those  regions  and  trade  wilh  the 
Indians  in  (he  intei'cst  of  iMi^land.  r>ut  l)<'nuan  prudently  ar- 
ranged that  the  I'reni  hm.au  should  not  alone.  With  him 
^\•as  sent  CaiUain  Koosebooni,  of  Albany.  The  party  tle  y  organ- 
ized and  led  travided  for  three  months,  n-acdiiuu  the  <)ttawas 
and  Mianiis  at  their  home  villa!j,('S,  and  driviiii;'  most  satis- 
factory bargains.  ifoosebiMini  (whose  name  shonid  lia\'e  been 
lioosev(dt)  A\as  !ii-i;c<l  to  coiiie  e\-ery  year;  and  lie  \\as  assured 
lliat  if  he  would  jiersuade  the  Seiu'cas  to  h'(  them  ])ass  throui^h 
t  heir  <-oiiut  ry  t  lie\'  would  come  to  Albany  t  hem s(d \cs. 

These  various  dealings  ^\•ilh  the  Indians,  so  well  calculated 
to  cement  their  im[>ortaid  and  valuable  friendship,  and  to  im- 
pro\('  trath-  conditions  for  New  ^'(D'k,  were  very  urieNons  to  the 
I'remdi  authorities  (d'  <'anada,  \\Iio  coiujdained  to  their  kinu', 
and  who  in  turn  remonst  ra  I  eil  with  -lames.  The  hitter's  in- 
terests were  so  deeply  in\olved  in  kee]>iiii;  on  ^ood  terms  with 
l.ouis,  that  he  de])recated  the  slraine<|  r(dati<uis  in  America, 
lie  was  cotistanlly  sending'  out  instruciions  to  ]>on^an  wilh 
regard  to  Canada  an<l  missionaries,  whi(  h  would  ha\'e  done 
si-rious  injury  to  the  ])eople  of  Now  York  had  the  i^overnor  ear- 
I'ied  them  out.    lie  proferre(l  to  o^'ade  diem,  and  risk  the  kind's 
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(lisplrjisnrc,  r;it  Imt  than  JropaiMli/c  t  he  li\(,'S  and  i  nicies  Is  uT  i  Ik- 
inliabilauts  ol'  !iis  un\ci-ii incur. 

'I'liis  cdiild  only  result  in  Ponuan's  recall.  It  was  alsd  nec(  ssi 
tated  by  the  new  jilan  of  (l(iiiiini(Mi  Tor  his  colniiies  wliich  had 
taken  pdssession  of  .James's  mind,  in  carrying  out  this  |.hiM 
measures  would  lia  \'e  to  l>e  ins*  it  ut  ed  (  especial  ly  I  he  a  I  tol  i  i  idii  <,'.' 
t  lie  ]  lojiu  lar  ass<-i:d»ly  I  which  wcidd  upset  thinus  wliirh  honi^an 
had  at  tirst  been  made  the  instiiiment  to  brin;j,  about,  and  tm- 
the  establishment  (d  w  hic  h  he  had  jiroNcd  only  too  williuL;  and 
syin])at hct ic  an  instrument.  I'udcr  this  new  arrau^enient ,  there- 
fore, (io\-ernor  hont^-iu  was  siucecded  by  Sir  ]-]dninnd  Andres, 
whom  lie  had  liimself  succeeded  in  ](;82,  the  date  t)f  tlie  latter's 
aj)j)oint  ment  beini;  March  i.'.".,  KjSS. 

Don^iin  did  not  immediately  rcdurn  to  I'^ni^land;  he  remained 
to  improve  various  [lieces  of  ]iroperty  in  dilTerent  paris  (d'  the 
l>rovim  e,  ]»ar1  icularly  on  Manhattan,  Loni;,  and  Stateii  islands. 
Heat  tii-st  retii-ed  to  a  farm  at  Henij.'stead,  on  ivon^  Island,  r.ni 
latci-  he  went  to  icside  in  a  niamu'  house  standing  lUi  a  manoi 
of  twentydl\<'  thousand  aci-es  \\lii(di  he  had  ]un-chased  on  Stalen 
Island,  in  the  town  of  ( 'astleton,  named  after  his  family's  estati's 
in  Irida-nd.  Diiiinu  the  Leisler  troubles  this  [)lace  was  scardie;]. 
and  he  was  comp(dle(l  to  llee  to  iMii^land  in  KlDl  in  a  bri^antine 
<tf  liis  own.  He  made  his  ])eace  with  Ivini;  \\'illiam  111.  and 
became  l'];irl  (d  Limeriid';  on  the  dentil  of  an  older  br(dlier. 
He  died  a  bacheloi-  at  the  au<'  of  ei^;lity-oiie  years  in  ITlo.  'Idie 
property  on  Stateii  island  was  left  to  nei»hews,  and  remained 
in  tlie  possession  of  their  desceinbints  uidil  the  year  1  SIIL\  wdaui 
it  was  sold  to  .\Ie.\amler  Mac<mil),  the  owner  of  tbe  house  on 
r.i-oa<l  w  ay,  New  ^'ork  ( "ity.  w  hit  li  had  been  \\'as]ii n^t  on's  olVn  ial 
residence  w  hile  I'resident. 

Sir  Edmund  .\ndros  occu])ied  a  nnndi  move  exalted  position 
ill  loss  than  the  oiu'  lie  came  to  assume  in  Kill,  lie  had  <  (mie 
to  Boston  as  CoNcrnor  of  X<'W  I{;ni;!and  in  December,  ItiSi". ;  a- 
sncli  it  was  not  enoimh  that  he  should  liovern  ^lassac  liuset  t s; 
CoiuxMdicnt  must  sui  render  hor  charter,  and  on  October  31,  lt?sT;. 
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Aixlros  assumcil  the  uoNcriiUK'nt  nf  tlinl  colony  also.  l>iit  even 
yet  the  sclioiiic  of  L;(i\<'i  iiiiiciit  now  on  ilic  i  ai  ]»cr  was  nol  coiu- 
plctc.  New  ^'oi  k  ami  New  .Jciscy  must  likcw  isc  he  added,  and, 
(his  cITcctf'd,  Sir  IMniund  Andins  w  as  made  ( loNCiaioi--*  Icncral, 
(tr  N'iccroy,  of  a  realm  splendid  at  least  in  its  t'Tfitofial  extent, 
ami  _m-andilo<[U<'nt ly  designated  as  the  Tefiiroi-y  and  Dominion 
of  New  liln^land  in  Aiuei-ica,"*  w  hirh,  iih  Indinu  all  <d'  r.ritish 
North  Amei-ica  north  of  "  otir  rro\  ince  (d'  I'ennsyh  ania  and 
('(»nntry  of  Delaware,"  stretched  clear  across  the  continent  from 
the  Athiiitic  to  the  Pacilic. 

We  are  in  some  danger  of  losing'  si^^ht  r>f  the  identity  of  our 
own  State  in  this  \ast  consolidation  (d'  territory;  and  the  iK'ople 
of  that  da':(^  fidt  about  it  in  \cry  mmh  the  same  way.  "The 
peoi)le  of  New  ^'ork,"  Ih-odhead  tinds  from  the  i-ecords  he  ac- 
cumulated abroad,  "  were  not  i^cnerally  pleased  that  their  ])rov- 
ince  should  lose  its  indi\ idnality.  .  .  .  ( Jco^raphically, 
politically,  and  socially  New  \'ork  was  unlike  any  other  l^vitisli 
})ossession  in  America.  .  .  .  Her  jK'ople  clierislie<l  a  niag- 
nanimotis  State  })ride,  not  surpasse<l  by  that  prof(^ssed  in  any 
of  tlie  coI(mi(»s  by  Avhich  she  was  sun-ounded."  To  use  their  own 
e.vpression,  they  f(dt  their  position  in  the  urand  "  Dominion,"  to 
be  an  "  utuuerited  state  of  degradation,"  and  abumlant  cause  for 
a  "  just  dissatisfaction." 

The  i^overnor  general  was  to  l)i'  su]i]»orted  in  his  admitnstra- 
tion  (»f  so  many  lamls  and  so  few  peojde  by  a  council  of  forty- 
two  members,  a  coml)ination  it  would  sei'iii  of  the  councils  of 
the  various  c(donit.'s.  Aiulros  was  not  restricted  to  any  ou(^ 
l)hi('e  as  liis  capital  or  seat  of  government,  btit  as  h<'  could  not 
be  ])resent  in  all  of  the  cons(didated  priA  inces  at  once,  he  usually 
a|ipoiided  a  lieuteuant-uovernor  in  the  ones  lu'  was  absent 
from  to  repr<'seii(  him  there  in  meetinus  of  the  local  council. 
S((  in  this  way  we  l»euin  to  see  New  ^'oI■k  emerge  once  more  into 
a  sort  id'  faint  and  retlect<'d  intlividaality,  with  t\ih  ii(d  I'^rancis 
Ni(diolson  as  its  lietitenant-u(e,-ernoi .  and  a  council  cmnposed  of 
i'rederick  IMiilipse,  Steiihen  Va\i  Cortlandl,  Nicholas  P.ayard, 
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jiikI  Anthony  I5i(icIdiolls.  As  Andids 
liiniscir  was  r(ini]M'll('d  to  innlvc  liis  li(  ;nl 
(jnarti'i-s  at  r.ostoi;  in  ordci-  to  jm 
ontltrcak  oi'  hidiaii  hostilities  in  .Maine, 
tiiis  ai  raniienienl  went  into  efleet  loi 
New  \'.or]c  on  ()(  toher  1,  KISS. 

At  111  at  \  ei-_\-  t  iine  t  lie  sliijis  of  a  I  Mil  rh 
tleet  and  a  roi'iiiidalile  army  weic  col 
lectiiiL'  on  the  coast  of  the  Xoi-fli  Sea  in 
Holland,  to  coiu'ey  the  I'i  ince  of  ( )i-an^e 
to  l']nL;Ian«l.  m  Ina-e  he  landed  on  Xo\'eiii- 
Im'T  .""),  and  was  cro\\ne<l  kinu.  with 
]\Iai-y,  the  dan,i:li1ei-  of  .Tames  II.,  as 
rei^iiinL^  queen  with  him,  in  I'cdtniary, 
KJSll.  The  news  of  tlw  various  ste])s  in 
this  icvoliitiou  came  to  Anu'i-ica  at 
various  limes  successiv(dy  from  h'ei»- 
ruary  to  A])ril,  nntil  on  April  14,  l(iSl>, 
the  infornuition  i-eacliei]  ]*oston  that 
^Villiam  and  ,Mary  had  been  crowned  in 
tin'  place  of  Mary's  father,  who  had  lied 
to  I'rance,  and  by  the  lli^ht  was  con- 
sidered to  ha\('  alxlirated  the  throne. 
Andros  was  at  om-e  seized  by  the  i)eo]de 
of  l^oston  and  impiisoned  on  the  cdiar^e 
of  tyi'anny  and  maladministration. 

To  New  ^'orlv'  came  the  exciting  news 
from  ]']iiuland.  acconi]>anied  by  the  no 
less  oxcilin^  ac<-ount  of  its  (d'fects  ui)on 
tin'  Iloston  ])eople.  Xiiholsou  had  I'ea- 
son  to  e\]»ect  aTi  equally  sudden  and  un- 
ceremonious deposition.  The  pecq.le  did 
not  know  wliat  to  expect  fi'om  tlu' 
otiicevs  of  tlie  deposed  kini;'.  ^^'ould 
they,  too,  consort  \vith  I'mnce?    If  so, 
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llial  would  1k'  ])('cii!iarl\  perilous  loi-  Ilic  iiroviucc  of  New  \'<)i-Iv-, 
willi  the  Itlack  cIhikI  (if  iii\;isi(»ii  and  ra]»iiic  ever  liaii^iii^  ovci" 
(lie  iinrtlu'i-ii  iMii-dcr.  Xcitlicr  were  tiic  <(tuii(il,  made  up  of 
natives  td"  Duleli  alliiiatioii,  (|ui(e  lo  he  relied  on.  At  llie  an- 
iiounceuieid  of  tlie  biftli  <d'  the  riiiice  of  Wales,  cjaiiiied  to  have 
lieeii  a  deception  practiced  by  .lames  II..  and  which  would  lia\(' 
forever  l>arre(|  the  I'rince  of  <)ranL;e  and  his  wife  and  a  l'rot<'S- 
(aid  succession  fi-oni  the  throne,  unseeniiv  ^lee  was  manifested 
l»y  Councilor  J^teiihanus  \'an  Cortlandt,  whit,  at  a  l)an(|uei  in 
iion'tr  of  the  <'veid,  set  his  hat  and  periwiu,  on  lire,  and  swuiil:, 
them  about  Ids  liead  on  tlie  point  of  his  ra])ier. 

At  this  crisis  tlie  lieutenant -.i!,d\'ernor  showed  tact  and  ^ood 
sense.  lleoifere<l  to  let  the  local  ndlitia  Liuard  the  fort.  There 
were  five  coni]»aiues,  as  w  as  siat<Ml  in  the  preceding  (  hapter,  and 
it  was  arran.^cd  that  the  companies  shouhl  mount  i^iiard  in  turn 
on  successivo  nights.  Thus  all  w<'nt  well  until  Nicholson  u|*set 
what  In'  had  so  jjrudently  secured.  On  the  nii^hl  of  INlay  ."'.l  he 
objected  to  t  he  postini;-  of  a  certain  sentiiu-l,  and  \vislied  to  know 
by  what  authority  lu^  was  jtlaced  Ihei-e.  lie  ie]tlied  that  he  was 
there  l)y  the  aitp<tintiin  nt  of  the  lieutenant  <d"  the  nuliiia  c(un- 
l)aiiy,  whose  turn  it  was  to  keej)  uuard  that  lu^lit.  Xi<dn>lson"s 
tein])er  at  once  i^ot  the  better  of  his  prudence,  and  he  exclaimed 
(hat  he  would  i-atluT  see  the  town  burned  than  submit  to  an 
oHicei'  of  militia. 

lb"  coub!  not  liavo  nsed  a  more  unfortunate  (^\])i'ossion.  A 
rumor,  foolish  and  wildly  im]»robable,  it  is  tnu',  but  of  ureat 
ixdency  b»i-  alarm,  lia<l  it  that  the  "])a])isls'"  in  the  city  (you 
could  count  them  on  the  fin^ci-s  (d'  one  hand)  were  ])lottinu  to 
bi-inii  the  I'reTich  and  Indians  down  from  ("anada  to  burn  the 
town  and  niassaci-e  I  he  inhabitants.  Did  not  yich(dson  threaten 
to  burn  the  town?  Drums  beat,  the  militia  comiianies  b>rmed 
in  front  of  the  captain's  houses  ami  niarche(l  in  haste  to  the  fort. 
Xi(diolson  wa.s  no  loii^er  to  be  trusted,  nor  a  c(^uncil  deV(do  1  to 
•Tames.  A  paper  was  therefore  <1i'awn  u]t,  si^iued  by  the  live 
•'a])tains  of  militia,  in  whi<h  they  assuin<'d  the  direciion  (d 
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alTaii-s,  cadi  ii;  turn  licariiiL;  cniuiiiaiKl  as  "Capiain  of  IIm-  I'oim," 
fi-<»iu  day  tn  (lay.  A  IVw  days  latci-  the  caiitain  whose  I  urn  ii 
was  to  command  t'sat  da\,  scnl  his  lieutenant  to  the  City  liall 
wliei-e  Xi(di(dson  and  his  council  wei'e  in  session,  and  deniandei] 
the  keys  of  the  fort  and  town.  'I'hey  were  ^iven  u]»,  and  Xi(  hol- 
son,  feai-inu'  a  late  like  that  of  Andros,  went  aboard  an  i>n_ulisli 
slii})  in  the  haibor  an<l  sailed  t'oi-  Iaii:land. 

The  cajttains  imw  jointl\-  issueil  a  call  for  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates from  the  sevei-al  counties,  on  the  jilan  of  the  abolished 
Cicneral  .Assembly.  Twidve  (hde^ates  aiipeiu-ed  on  -June  LM;  froui 
all  of  tlio  counties  excei»t  the  fai'  away  Clstoi*  and  Albany;  and 
ten  of  these  constituted  thems(d\es  into  a  Conimittci'  of  Safety, 
to  uuide  the  affairs  of  tlic  iiro\ince.  They  made  some  changes 
ill  the  military  arran^ennMits,  lirst  ajijioint inij,'  as  [x'rmani'iil 
"('a]»lain  of  tlu^  I'oi-t  the  senior  of  tlu'  live  captains  (d'  militia, 
Jacob  Lcislcr,  and  followiniv  this  u])  in  Anuust  by  extending  tlir- 
same  individnaTs  autlnnaty  o\'er  a  wider  ti(dd,  inakin,Li,  him,  ;is 
the^'  termed  it,  "  .Military  Coinmander  of  the  Pi'ovince  all  tiiis, 
be  it  rememl)ered.  to  be  operat ive  oidy  in  a  ])i-ovisional  w.iy,  and 
(id  'nffrrini,  until  the  kinu  and  ([ueen  could  bc'  heard  fr<un  rc- 
.uardini;'  tlndi-  wishes  as  to  the  ^oxci  nment  of  the  province. 

And  thus  we  have  come  tip^ai  the  nanu'  of  Leisler.  "Who  was 
lie?  He  was  the  son  of  a  (der^yman  of  I'ranl^fort,  (Jerniany.  In 
KKiO  he  had  come  to  Ne\\-  Amsiei-d.im  as  one  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  ser\ice  <d'  the  iMitt  li  West  India  (".)iupany.  lie  had  al)an- 
(l(»ned  tlM'  life  (d'  a  soldier  b»r  that  of  a  mertdiant,  and  liad  ac- 
(juire(l  a  comfortable  competence,  sailing  sometimes  in  his  own 
sliijts.  lie  had  mai-ried  a  maiden  of  the  city,  and  thereby  liad 
allicfl  liims(df  more  ei-  less  distantly  with  the  families  of  liayaid 
and  Xixu  ( "(U  t  laiidt .  lie  ^^•as  also  a  deacon  of  the  ])ut(  h  Ke- 
fornu'd  Chui't  h.  ^^d!en  Andros  interested  himself  so  ufeatly  in 
raising  conijianies  of  militia,  or  trainltands,  T.(Msler's  military 
experience  (d'  earlier  days  cjinie  into  <4(»od  stead,  and  he  was  the 
oldest  of  the  fi\-e  ca])iains,  eit  her  in  y<'ars  or  in  service.  It  seem^- 
to  have  been  by  \  irtue  of  this  s(  iiiority  that  he  had  now  beec 
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hroiijilit  into  ])r()iiiin('nr('  alxivc  liis  col Icamics,  and  invested  f'oi- 
the  time  witli  supreme  coniiiiand  in  tiie  piovince. 

This  is  a  studiously  mild  and  (  (doi  less  piw-senta  t  ion  of  tlu' 
events  thai  took  place  at  this  critical  jun<-lui-e.  We  are  aware 
we  are  treadiuu  on  daiiucrous  i^round  w  hen  presuming;  to  treat 
of  tile  jx'riod  (d'  "  tlie  L<Mslei-  troubles."  ll  is  no!  a  ph-asant  sub- 
ject loi'  the  impai'tial  histtu-ian,  and  it  seems  e\cn  ncI  to  be  im- 
possilde  for  any  historian  to  luainlain  a  perfectly  neutral  alti- 
tud<'.  Prejudices  of  the  most  violent  nature  were  awakein'(l 
aiuon*.;'  tlu'  neighbors  and  citizens  of  the  little  ca])ita!,  whi(h 
iiave  been  handed  down  in  the  families  iuNolved  in  the  contro- 
versy of  two  Inmdred  years  a_i;d.  And  accounts  c(doi-e<l  by  these 
)>artisan  feelings  have  mish'd  writers  into  demiuncini;'  I.<'isler 
as  a  brute  and  a  villain  al'  the  woi'st  d\'e,  or  into  exalting  him  as 
a  saint  and  a  martyr. 

IJrodliead  takes  very  strong  ground  a^ainsl  him.  I'.ut  it  must 
bo  rcniembei'ed  that  this  author  based  his  history  almost  en- 
tirely U[)on  the  original  docnments  he  was  sent  to  leather  in 
l']ur()i»e  for  the  State,  ai!d  the  papers  tliat  were  sent  by  the 
olVicials  that  condemned  l.eisler  to  death,  wonhl  not  be  lik(dy 
to  contain  imitartial  statements  of  his  acts  or  motives,  or  to  i^ive 
\erv  accui'ate  Nci'sions  of  the  ])roi  lamat  ions  (ir  otlier  j>apers  he 
issued.  As  it  seems  to  be  impi-acticalde  to  'j^ixlu  a  jierfectly  fair 
estimate  of  the  siiuation  and  i^^  the  man,  we  <]eem  it  best  to  be 
as  brief  as  [»ossible.  The  animosities  w  lii(  h  led  to  so  tragic  an 
endinj;'  of  the  episo(h'  were  mainly  awal-:ened  by  close  pei-sonal 
contact  ami  friction  of  the  princi[>al  actoi'  in  the  drama  within 

the  limits  of  the  city.  \\'e  had  b<'tter  keej)  befoi-e  US,  therefore, 
the  transactions  that  called  for  the  broad<'r  sta.L^e  of  tlu'  State, 
as  more  germane  to  the  scope  of  t  hese  pai^cs. 

Jacob  Leisler  exercised  his  authority  as  "  ( 'nu.mander "  of 
fort  and  province  by  a  cnusisient  r<'co^nition  of  the  rii;h1s  of  the 
people,  at  least  at  the  beL^inninu.  lie  issued  orilefs  foi'  the  elec- 
tion of  (hdenates  to  an  assembly,  to  which  but  a  feelde  r<'sponse 
was  mad",  in  KlS'.l;  but  in  April,  HiHO,  an  asseuibly  met  with 
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representatives  from  all  the  coii lilies  except  Sullolk  and  Qn<-(-iis. 
In  keeping  w  itii  I  lie  rei^n  of  deiiKM-racv  the  t  it  i/.ens  nf  New 
were  invited  to  elert  their  iiiavor  in  Septnnber,  Kjsi),  instead  of 
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reeeivin--  Iniii  ai>j)oiiil  lueiit  at  the  liands  of  the  conniiaiider ; 
and,  the  people  irspondin-,  the  elertion  took  idaco,  an  event  not 
to  bo  re[ieat(Ml  in  New  \'ork  City  till  1S:M. 

On  1  lecMiihei-  1,  ](is!t,  a  letter  came  to  New  ^'ork  which  was  to 
fii;nre  \-ery  largely  in  suI)se(Hient  disi  iissioiis,  and  njion  which  the 
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legitimacy  of  iicccssai-ilN  (ioulitfiil  proccrdini^s  wore  made  to 
liiiiuc  1(  was  I'lom  llieir  jdini  majesti<'s,  and  its  address  was 
peciiiiai',  \et  well  adapted  to  tlie  exigencies  (d'  the  limes.  The 
superscription  ran:  " 'I'o  I'rancis  Xii  lndsnn,  ilsii.,  oui-  Lieiilen- 
ant-(  lON'ernor  and  ( "onimander-in  ( 'liief  in  onr  Trox  ince  nf  Xe\v 
\'ork,  and  in  his  absence  to  such  as  for  the  lime  Ix'im^  take  care 
Cor  preser  \  i  nj4  t  he  peace  a  nd  adm  inist  eri  iiu  the  laws."' 

'i'he  second  ])art  oi'  this  cautious  address  seemed  to  make  it 
eii(ir(dy  justitialde  t(»  open  the  letter  for  w  ]ionisoe\ fi-  was  doini; 
what  those  words  (lescril»e(l  so  fully.  It  can  n<ft  he  denied  that 
the  course  of  exciits  had  placed  the  cares  of  administration  in 
t  he  hands  of  dacoh  Leisler;  and  es'eii  if  t  he  (ha  rue  is  t  rue  that  he 
assumed  all  the  functions  (d'  u()\;a-nn;<'iit  himself,  yet  that  none 
the  less  woitld  ha\('  made  the  terms  of  the  addi-ess  appli<'altle  to 
him.  ft  was  certain  that  I'raucis  Xitdiolsoii  was  "•absent,"'  and 
llieir  majesties  had  shrewdly  sui-mised  that  very  lik(dy  there 
would  be  some  absences  from       crument  positi(»ns  in  America. 

Leisler,  thertd'ore,  accepted  the  letter  as  eiiliridy  applical)h'  to 
liis  situation,  and  on  tin  strength  of  it  assumed  "  for  the  time  be- 
\uiX  "  \ho  title  and  t  he  ftim  tions  ( A\  hi(di  he  had  been  already  exer- 
cisini;-  for  half  a  yari  of  la'(Mitenant-(  ioverinu',  uiuler  this  <iiiusi 
sanction  of  t  he  ki)iu  and  (pieeu.  In  harmony  with  this  somewhat" 
(dui!iuc<l  si'uation,  Leisler  ajipoiuted  ei^ht  of  the  ten  membeis 
of  his  Committee  of  Safety  as  a  provincial  council,  and  thus  was 
secured  in  that  body  thai  which  distiu,miished  the  assembly,  a 
representative  (pialit\";  fm-  the  councilors  were  not  residents  of 
the  capital  oidy,  but  liaile(I  from  Westchester.  Oran.ue,  ()U(.'ens, 
and  Kiniis  counties  as  wcdi. 

.  'i'he  (aist(uii  (d'  ajipoint Iul:'  mayors  and  other  miinici])al  (dlicers. 
as  well  as  conncilois  of  the  ]U'ovince,  had  created  an  otlicial 
<da:-.s  who  to(d<  on  all  the  airs  of  an  aristocracy  .\n<l  lo(d<ed  wil:li 
contempt  u]u)u  the  people  as  ''a  labble."  l,eisler  had  coim^  to 
tlio  fore^i-otiud  maiidy  because  he  was  a  man  of  the  people. 
Although  wealthy  and  allie(l  by  marria.uc  to  the  (dlicial  class, 
lie  was  not  ono  of  tliom.    This  exidains  the  bitlcrness  of  the  op- 
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position  wlicrcwi  I  ii  lie  was  met  hv  those  who  lia<l  been  ousted 
from  power  and  {lositiun  i»_v  his  elevation,  ('hief  anioni;  tlies.- 
oppoiKMits  was  Xichohas  IJayani,  cnhniel  of  I  lie  niiiil  ia,  and  mem- 
ber of  \i(  iMdsdn's  conncil.  After  Nicholson's  (h-pai'lure  i^i\ai(| 
made  himstdf  so  ohnoxidns  I  liai  lie  foiiu'l  ii  safe  to  lea^c  i  he  cil  \ . 
He  Avent  to  Albany,  and  there  fomented  a  spii-it  n\'  ()|>pusitieii 
to  Leisli'i- amonu  t  he  otHcia is.  ^'et  when  Denonville,  of('anada, 
was  re])orted  to  bi'  prepai'inu  to  invade  New  Vorlc,  an  ex[iress 
was  sent  to  Leisler  asldnu,  for  aid. 

Leisler  (lisi)atrlied  .laeolt  .Milboi-ne  (  wlio  was  or  later  be- 

came, his  son-in-law  )  with  three  sloops  tilled  A\  itli  armed  men 
and  animnnil  ion.  lUit,  naturally  emuinh,  he  ordered  .Millioriie 
to  ;^i\e  no  aid  to  All)any  unless  they  recognized  Leisler"s  au- 
thority, and  the  forces  he  sent  up  were  adniilled  to  llie  fort. 
IJayard  and  other  escajx'd  councilors  easily  jiersnaded  .Alayor 
Schuyler  and  IJobert  Li\inuston  to  refuse  to  recei\-e  Milborue 
and  to  atd'Cnowled^e  l.eisler.  A  cnnvention  was  sitting  in  the 
city,  composed  of  (bdeuates  from  each  ward,  and  they  wei-e 
playing  the  part  of  the  ("ommiitc-e  of  Safety  at  the  other  end 
of  the  Hudson,  directinu  affairs  for  the  kini;  and  (|ueen  in  tli<' 
absence  (d'  dudy  constituted  ma^ist  rat<'s.  A  deputation  met 
^lilboriie  and  li"  was  in\ite(|  to  ai>pear  Ixd'ore  the  convention, 
but  the  intlnence  (d'  Schuy lei'  arid  Li\'iuuston  made  his  aruumeids 
of  no  effeid.  A  s]»eech  to  the  [)opidace,  gathered  in  fidid  of  tli<' 
(Mty  Hall,  nu't  with  no  better  success.  Next  a  futile  armed 
demonstration  was  made  against  the  fort  on  the  hill,  duriuu 
which  the  i)uzzled  Indians,  aware  only  that  their  beloved  and 
ti-usted  S<  huylei'  was  t  h:-<'atened,  conc<'i\"ed  a  hatred  of  .Milboruo 
and  his  cause,  and  wcic  I'eady  to  li^ht  his  little  army.  l)isa]>- 
pointed  and  ballled,  Milborue  returned  to  his  tdiief. 

Yet  a  little  later  the  authoriiies  at  Albany  took  another  view 
of  the  situation,  and  acknowledged  the  Liovernmi'U t  as  aduiin- 
istei'edi  by  I.eish'i'.  It  is  possible  that  friuldfid  disaster  sirikiirj, 
(dose  to  their  doors,  and  t  hrealelliu^  t  heir  own  hearts  and  homes, 
and  the  undeniabl\'  si  a  1  esma nl ike  measure  w  hich  Troisier  in- 
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stiMit<'<l  to  meet  I  lie  eiiierueiir  y,  tinned  tlie  sciile  ill  his  favor. 

Srlieiiectady,  founded  as  we  sa.\\'  by  \'aii  ('orlaer  in  HiliO,  liad 
jLji-owii  to  III-  at  fliis  time  a  \illaue  of  about  foui-  oi-  ti\('  liundi-ed 
j>e()|»U'.  ^\'itllin  tlie  wails  of  |ialisades  had  been  eii'cted  altoiit 
('i;^hty  houses,  and  ti-om  their  midst  rose  the  dnirch,  of  \\hi(di 
|>omine  IN'ter  T-'srhenma  her  was  pastor,  lb-  was  the  lirsi  min- 
ister of  the  !)ul(  h  Kefoiiiied  ('huii  h  ordained  to  the  ministry 
«ui  Ann'rican  soil,  ttiis  oi-dinalion  having  been  |)erroinie(l  by  the 
only  four  Dutch  ministers  then  in  iheconntry,  al  New  \'ork",  on 
Seidember  o<),  KiTll.  It  was  afteiward  ratihetl  bv  the  (Massis 
of  Amster(bim,  ami  Mi-,  'rescln'nniakei-,  after  serx  ini;  a  few  other 
(  linrclies,  became  iiasto]'  at  Sclienectatly  in  1(;s2. 

'I'lie  plan  that  had  so  Iohl;  been  j)resent  to  the  mind  of  Tana- 
(lian  jjovernors  came  to  maturity  when  the  lli^ht  of  -Tames  to 
I'^rance  mad.e  tlie  a  uthorit  ies  of  Xcav  York  w  ho  took  part  aL;ainst 
him  the  legitimate  enemi''s  of  tin'  I'rench  crown.  Now,  at  last, 
a  supi-eme  effort  must  be  made  ro  (h'sceiid  into  New  York,  seize 
Albany,  and  pi-ot-eed  to  the  ca]iital  of  the  jirovince  at  tlie  mouth 
of  the  Hudson.  (lovernoi'  I'rontenac,  all  diirini:,  the  \\inter  of 
](;S!)-1(;;)0,  was  liatherini;  forc<'s  of  his  own  troojis  and  Imlian 
braves  at  Montreal,  [n  January,  1bi)b,  an  e\i>edition  numberini: 
I'.early  two  humlrc-d  I'remdi  and  Indians,  was  sent  across  the 
wilderness,  with  or(h'rs  to  fall  upon  Albany.  After  a  journey 
of  twenty-two  (hiys  it  i-eatdied  the  vicinity  (d'  Schenectady,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  atla(dc  and  destroy  this  plac('. 

It  was  Saturday,  l^-bruary  S.  l(il)0,  when  the  party  came 
within  \iew  of  the  st(/ckade,  i>nt  tlii'v  concealed  tliemsehes  in 
the  forest  until  niuht  had  fallen.  Then,  still  waiting  till  at  mid- 
uii^lit  the  unsnspiM  t  inu  ]»t  (ip|e  were  wrap]ied  in  ])rofound  slum- 
ber, they  entered  tlie  town  bv  a  L^ate  always  left  open,  to  which 
thev  were  guided  by  some  Indian  women.  The  \s:\v  whoii])  was 
llunu  out  u]M)n  the  clear.  (  old  air.  and  the  demoniac  work  of 
stoalt  liv  murder,  in  w  hich  the  I'l-em  h  should  have  been  ashamed 
to  take  a,  part,  be^an.  Sixty-three  persons  wei-e  inassaci'efl, 
.nmonu' them  Doinine  Testdienmaker,  who  was  found  with  cloven 
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skull  and  bodv  l)uriii'(l  to  the  slioiildcvs.  The  chiircli  and  (i\cr 
sixty  (tf  tlic  houses  were  cousuiiicd  liy  tlic  tlauK's.  T\\ cii I y-sc\ oi 
jH'i-sons  wci-c  cairiod  into  captiNit  v.  A  few  ('sca]>cd  to  Alliaii\. 
scaiT(dy  lialf  clad,  to  t(dl  the  tale  of  woe.  The  jieople  there  e\ 
]>ecte(|  a  siniilai-  exjiei-ience.  hut  I  Ik,  enemy  did  not  feel  lln>ni- 
S(,d\es  sti'onu'  euoui;h  to  altaid;  llie  }daee, defendt'd  as  it  was  h_\ 
the  foi  t. 

A  thrill  (d'  hoiror  swe])t  throu.L;h  the  entire  ])rovinre.  Leisler. 
prec-arious  as  was  his  posi t ion,  arose  to  the  oceasion.  He  at  once 
ivcogiiized  that  a  supicnie  effoi-t  mnst  be  made  to  rid  the  pro\- 
iiice  not  only,  but  all  the  c(donies,  of  this  thi-<'at  of  the  French. 
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whose  boasted  chivalry  did  not  j>lace  tliom  above  usinii,'  tlie 
basest  passions  and  ihe  most  cunnin^i;  and  t r<'achei'ous  modes  of 
warfai'e,  for  whi*  h  the  savages  were  cousi)icuous.  lie  invite<l 
the  colonies  of  New  I'ai^land  to  send  delegates  to  a  ciuiuress 
t(t  be  In'ld  at  New  "^'oi'k  to  didiberale  as  to  a  plan  for  uidon 
aiiainsi  the  (Miemy,  in  an  atteniid  to  con(|uer  ( 'anada  and  expel 
tin'  I"ren(h  from  Aiiierica.  Dcde^afes  came  from  ( 'onnect  icui . 
Massai  huset  ts,  ami  .Maryland,  and  thus  with  those  (d'  New  "S'ork 
I  hey  const  it  u  I  ed  t  h''  tii  st  Colonial  ( 'oULiress  e\ cr  Inld  in  Anu'i-ica. 
Its  <late,  May  1.  HI!)!),  sliould  not  readih"  be  foruotten,  ami  tln^ 
rr<'dit  of  it  be  <^iven  to  him  who  has  usually  recei^■ed  nn)r(>  than 
his  share  of  condemnation. 
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hi  tlu'  iiicnnt iiiic  L<'islcr  was  iiol  i<ll<'.  A  IkkIv  of  one  liuiidrcil 
aii<i  sixty  aviucd  humi  was  raised  and  sent  by  liiii!  at  uncc  to  rc- 
•  ■iif(»n-('  Albany,  wIm  ic  his  aiitliority  was  iinw  cordially  iccoj^- 
iiized.  The  second  iiro\  incial  assenddy  A\  as  called  1  o^ct  her, 
and,  as  we  saw,  met  on  A]iril  III,  that  means  to.  cari'v  on  war 
nii.^ht  be  [)rovide(l.  llf  himself  a]i]»eared  at  the  conuress  as 
one  of  Xew  York's  re])i-esentau\('s.  li  was  decided  w  hat  <  on- 
tin^ents  eaidi  colony  shonld  furnish.  'riironi;h  Leisler's  efforts 
live  vess(ds  were  titled  out,  three  >if  which  were  to  join  a  fleet 
sent  out  from  IJoston  nn(h-r  t>ii-  Williain  IMiipiis  to  enter  tlie  St. 
Lawrence  ami  attaid'C  (Ju(d)ec.  A  land  force  under  (leneral  W'in- 
tliroj)  was  to  in\ade  ('ana(hi  \ia  Albany  and  the  ('ham[)lain 
X'alley.  Nothinu  came  of  either  e.vpedit ion ;  but  the  fact  of 
Hinted  effort  and  its  ad\antai;es  had  at  least  received  a  jjractical 
illustration.  l\'ebleness  of  resources,  and  a  \\ant  of  cajiacity  in 
ollicers  ami  lucn  of  lude  pioneei-  colonies,  easily  exjdained  the 
faili'.re,  ami  wcidd  only  be  a  stimulus  to  a<lvanc<'  to  more  favor- 
able conditions  in  the  future. 

Tlie  remaimler  (d'  the  year  was  tilled  n]»  with  events  in 

the  career  of  (loxcrnor  I.eisler,  w  hich  lia\e  ji^iven  some  counten- 
ance doul)tless  to  t'.ie  se\('re  aspersions  that  have  b(M'n  cast  upon 
his  (diai-acter  and  conduct  by  w  ritei  s,  e\-ei)  at  the  coolinu  disi ance 
of  a  century  or  two.  Thei-e  was  mmdi  iniprisoniuL;  of  ])ersons 
more  or  less  pi'omineitt  in  t  lu'  State,  even  luie  oi-  t  wo  of  the  1  )ut(  h 
<deriiy  not  escajdr.^  su(h  trearnient.  Xiiholas  Uayard  was 
cauuht  in  New  ^'oi'k.  put  in  (diains  at  the  fori,  condemned  to 
death,  but  spa.red  from  execution  by  beu^ini;  for  pardon. 

It  is  to  be  said,  (MI  the  t'thei-  iiand,  that  plenty  of  pro\-ocalion 
was  i;i\-en  by  his  opponen'.s.  The  recoi'd  (d'  events  in  detail  need 
not  detain  us,  for  it  will  be  neithei-  protilable  mu-  e(lil'yinn.  The 
l>ity  of  it  is  that  rhe  rancoi'  l)etweeii  friends  and  neiuhbors  in  one 
small  city  should  ha\e  been  excdted  to  so  tierce  a  heat  thai  <Mdy 
judicial  murder  could  .-atisfy  the  ]>assi(uis  at  the  time;  ami  the 
embers  of  hatred  and  condemnation  ke]H  alive  ready  to  blaze 
up  f')r  many  a  decade  thereafter,  causing'  a  clash  of  parties  and 
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of  classes  in  the  ('(ininiuiiii y.  shall  liastcii  on  lo  llic  sail  •mhI 

i)f  tlu'  episode  t  hat  w  as  rc;ii  !i(Mi  in  I  la  sitrinij,  (»!'  IHDI. 

Towaid  the  close  of  liilM)  if  beciinie  known  in  I  he  ]H'o\  iiu  f  i  h:ii 
(\)l()in'l  Henry  Shiuulitcf,  w  ho  had  Immmi  appointed  <  !o\-ern(pr  nl 
New  ^'o]'k  l)y  ^\'illialn  and  ^^lai'y.  Jiad  finally  stal  led  on  his 
\'()ya,i;e  to  Aniefica.  'I"he  date  <d  his  coimii ission  was  Sc])teiii!(cr 
2,  KiSIt,  but  vaiions  niattefs  had.  detaiiie(l  liini  in  l']nuland.  tiofa- 
Idy  t he  campa i^n  w  hi(  h  f ei  inina fed  with  the  ha t  f  le  of  the  r,o_\  nc. 
in  Ifeland,  on  .Inly  12,  Ki'.Mt.  IIIn  ].idL;i-ess  acfoss  the  ocean  \\as 
slow,  and  at  llcrninda  Ids  shi]i  i-an  on  the  I'ocks  and  had  to  stop 
for  I'epaii's. 

About  the  middle  (d'-Iaiiuary,  KiDl,  ^lajof  Kichafd  lnui)ld>l>\- 
an-ivtMl  at  New  Yoik    with  a  shi])  that  had  stai'ted  in  company 
witli  Slonuhfef's,  ami  that  can-ied  a  <-ompany  of  remilai-s.  It 
'was  known  that  Majof  Inuoldsby  was  to  be  tin-  <  hiei'  militai  \ 
oftieer  of  tlie  ])i-M\ince.  and  iv  was  easy  to  pefsna(h-  liim,  when 
Sloii^htei-"s  ai'fival  was  so  [ii'i>\ okinuly  delayed,  tha.t  hi'  was  \ 
tually  lieiitenant-uo\(']-nof.    The  enemies  of  Leisler  i)iif  him  for- 
ward as  smdi,  and  enlisted  his  \\;irnii'si  sunpathies  ai;ainst  the 
"  usin])er.""     lie  was  induced  to  doinand  the  snrrender  id'  the 
fort  and  id'  the  ci\il  authority  from  Leislei-,  but  when  he  was 
asked  to  show  pajiers  establishim;  his  riuht  to  make  such  de- 
mand, he  was  rather  !H>iiplnssed,  for  there  were  muie  to  show. 

Leisler,  therefore,  refus<'d  to  yield  the  atithority  whiidi  he  be- 
lieveil  himself  to  hold,  on  the  strength  of  the  kiii^"s  letter  dated 
July  ICiS'J,  and  received  on  December  1  of  that  yoiw.  This 
j;a\e  the  opposition  a  (diamc  fo  force  atTairs  to  a  dangerous 
point,  ^\•here  Leislei-  miuht  easily  compromise  himself  fatally. 
They  urued  limo|dsb\-  to  march  U]>  to  the  i;at<'  of  the  fort  at  the 
head  of  his  troops  and  formally  demand  the  snrrender  as  an 
act  of  war.  Leish'i-  was  still  lirm.  It  is  said  he  trained  the  ^nns 
himself  and  discharged  one  oi'  two  ^\•i^h  his  ow  n  hand.  A  cannon 
was  fired,  and  one  or  two  soldiers  or  citizens  weri>  killed;  but 
l.eisb'r  claimeil  it  was  diuie  auainst  his  orders. 

Thus  the  strain  coiitinued.  until  on  ^lai-ch  1!)  ( iovernor  Sloui^h- 
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irf  ;it  last  arrived.  As  soon  as  Lcisirr  iiiKi'-i-sioiMl  that  tin-  ac- 
credited iiKiuisfrale  Ii;id  cniiie,  he  sent  word  jx  r  letter  that  Ik.- 
was  ready  to  surrender  the  Inrt.  I'.\it  Sleiiuhler  freiii  ihi'  tii'st 
had  i;i\'en  ear  to  the  opposite  party,  and  without  ;i  ciirerui  shnly 
of  tlie  eireiinistances,  tlie  distdiariie  of  cannon  at  Ihi-  Ivin^'s 
tr<iops  did  liave  a  bad  h>ok.  Xo  notice  was  taken  of  ihf  h'tter, 
tlierefore,  but  an  ordci'  for  Leisler's  and  Milboriie's  arrest  issue(l 
and  execiiied.  Tiic  tabh's  were  intw  conii)h'teiy  turned.  "  I'.ay- 
ard's  cdiain,"  as  some  Idslorians  seem  to  narrat<'  with  a  reiisli, 
was  put  on  Leisler's  h'u,  ami  we  can  not  refrain  fiom  wishing, 
that  he  did  not  lia\'e  to  suffer  the  additional  a,uony  which  a 
misfit  would  lia\<'  caused,  'i'lie  w  hole  oi'  Leisler's  council  -ftcre 
also  arrested  and  imprisoned,  ami  all  these  unfortunate  persons 
arraii;iH'd  and  put  (Ui  trial  for  hii^li  treason,  with  the  additional 
(  liarue  of  murder  a.uaiust  Leisler  and  ^lilboriie  for  the  lirini;  of 
t hose  uidu(]>py  cannon. 

\N'hen  if  came  to  the  trial  in  April,  Leisler  and  Milborne  re- 
fused to  ])l<'ad  "tinlil  the  court  should  decide  oiu'  (piesfion — 
had  oi*  bad  not  the  IviiiL^'s  letter  to  Xi(diols(»n  ui\-en  bim  au- 
thority to  fake  upon  himself  the  i;d\-ertrinent  ?  "  Now,  whatever 
may  be  (un^'s  o])iniou  of  Leisler"s  comlm  t  or  personal  charactei-; 
w  hatever  nuiy  be  (Uie's  (  (Uivictioji  as  io  the  \alidily  (d'  his  (daim 
to  t  lie  i;(i\'ernorshi  j)  ii<l  inlcriin  based  on  t  he  letter—  tuie  st  ill  must 
wonder  w  by  t  iu'  court,  s])ecial  I  \'  inst  i  t  ui  e(!  for  the  trial,  presided 
o\er  by  the  (diief  j'istic-e,  assisted  by  the  attorney-ucnei-al  and 
f(uir  sjMcial  counsel,  did  not  take  up  that  (juesliou  and  undertake 
to  settle  it  one  way  (U-  the  other.  <'a!i  it  be  that  their  mere 
tei^al  acumen,  apart  from  the  passion  n\'  the  moment  ami  the 
clamor  of  tlie  dominant  ])arty,  bad*-  them  i>ercei\e  that  the\ 
lunst  answer  that  •pu-^Mion  auaiust  that  party's  demand  for 
reveie^c?  There  arises  this  siidster  presumptiiui  iu  the  ini])ar- 
lial  mind  A\hen  \\-e  learn  that  these  le^al  lights  ri'fused  to  an- 
swer the  (piestion,  ami  transferred  it  for  decision  to  the  uov- 
eiaior  and  his  comudl.  It  was  a  foregone  com  lusiiui  thaf  they 
Would  t  brow  t  Ih'  b'tf ei'  cent empt  uousl  \  out  of  con rt. 
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Tlicrciipon  I.<'isl('i-  mid  M illnii'iic  refused  to  jdeiid,  ;iiid  tlie\ 
wei'c  condeiiiiieil  as  unites.  Death  u'as  (lie  penalty  pnnioiiin  i-d 
ujx)!!  all  t  iie  prisoners,  but  it  w  as  coiuiuuted  to  iiii pi  is(]iiiiieiil . 
soon  t(»  l»e  ended  by  a  ridease  in  the  case  (d"  all  except  Lcish  r 
and  Milhorne.  'riie_\-  appeah'd  to  the  kinu',  a  )-i^hl  which  tlie\ 
lUldonbtedly  possessed.  Therefore  sus|)i(dons  (d'  foul  and  ldo(M|- 
thirsty  intentio)is  ai:ain  arise  in  the  ini])artial  mind  when  it 
learns  that  the  aut  h(>rities  permitted  theins(dves  to  become 
guilty  of  the  unpardonalde  crindty  and  injustice  (d'  r(d'usin^  to 
send  the  appeal  to  I'^nuhind.  It  needs  not  tlie  story  (d'  the  ban- 
qiU't,  and  the  [ilying  uf  the  li(]inirdo\  ini;  Slouuliter  w  ith  intoxi- 
cants until  he  did  not  Know  w  hat 
lie  was  doinu,  when  T>ayard  and 
the  others  place*!  the  <h'ath  war- 
rant Ixd'ore  him  to  be  sii;iied.  A\'e 
may  ac(  ('pi  this  as  a  slamh-r  from 
(lie  Leisler  party.  I'.ui  it  is  n<d 
needed  to  make  out  a  most  se- 
rious case  ai;ainst  the  dominant 
aii<I  olVndal  party,  after  the  jdain 
facts  that  lie  on  the  surface  of  all 
these  transaidions. 

The  exe<-ution  was  scd  for  Sat- 
urday, May  IT,  1<;!»1.  A  scaffold 
Avas  i>nt  u\>  where  I'rintin.L; 
House  S(|uare  is  now,  op])osi1e  the  buildim;  now  <K-cupied  b\-  tin' 
New  \'ork  Sini.  '['his  was  a  locality  \-ery  farremo\(Ml  fiom  the 
habitei]  town  at  that  date,  and  we  may  wonder  somewhat  why 
it  was  s<decte(l.  li  was  upon,  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  of 
]>ro|)ert_\-  btdoiiuin^  to  Leisler,  iuid  a  sti  'ct  ruiniini:,'  throui;h  tli  ' 
tratd  now  is  still  called  I'rankfort  Street,  after  Leisler's  birili- 
jdace.  The  morniiiLi  proxcd  cold  ami  disaiireeable,  \\ith  a  north- 
east storm  of  rain.  Leisler  addressed  the  people  who  had  conie 
to  witness  the  sad  sp<'(dai  h',  expressed  hims(df  innocent  of 
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jiolilical  criiiic,  while  nuilVssin^  llic  sins  aiul  errors  common 
to  liumiuiity  ami  I'oruivinL;  all  his  enemies. 

Tlius  he  and  .Klilhorne  i»ai.l  llie  |»enalty  of  dealh  for  liiuh 
treason;  and  it  mnst  a|»]»ear  to  every  (Iis]i;issionale  sludeiit  of 
t  he  sit  nation  tlia  t  t  hi'  (  x  I  rem  ity  I  o  which  t  his  (|  na  rrel  was  ca  ri  ied 
was  nnnecessary.  It  \\(»uld  \\;y\v  been  hetler  if  Xew  York  had 
"  been  si)ai'ed  the  stain  of  crmdty  and  of  the  sacritiee  I'rom  jtolili- 
cal  malice  of  two  I>ra\(-  ami  active  lives,"  thns  speaks  a  wriler 
w  lio  ot lici'W  ise  condemns  Leislei- as  a  usui-jterand  a  rebel.  And 
still  ojiiinon  is  divided  as  to  the  man  and  his  cause.  On  the  one 
side  we  still  read  vitnperation  as  hot  as  that  \\hi(h  tilled  the 
mold  lis  of  his  enendes  on  the  day  he  died.  ( )n  the  ( .tliei-,  ad  ndra- 
tion  voices  itself  in  the  woids  of  l'.<'njamin  W  Lossin^',  when  lie 
says,  niakinjj,  a  s(»nK'\vhat  lar;j,('  claim:  "("aim  and  impartial 
Jud.umeid,  eidiuhrem'd  by  truth,  now  assii;]is  to  -lacob  Leisler 
the  lu,^li  [xisition  in  histoiy  (d'a  //a//  /o/ and  a  ma rl iir."' 

[.ittle  is  to  be  said  of  tlii'  remaininL;'  d;iys  of  Hhni^htei-'s  ad- 
nnnistra '  ion,  for  it  was  exciM-dinuly  l>ri(d'.  lie  was  directed  by 
the  instru(dions  of  \\'illiam  and  Mary  to  restore  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible the  po])ulai-  assenil.dy  first  ^raidetl  and  then  abolished  b\- 
JaUH'S  II.  \N'l-its  wcvv  tlierefol'e  issued  at  once  for  the  elect  ioa 
of  d(dei;ates  in  the  se^•el•al  counties,  to  meet  in  Xew  Voi-k  on 
Api'il  !),  IC)!)].  On  t  hat  dale  si -vent  een  ^ood  men  and  I  rue,  all  t  he 
way  fi-om  Albany,  ami  Kichmoml,  and  Suffolk,  and  th''  other 
coiiid  ies,  came  1  oiiet  her  as  the  fourl  h  < !  eneral  A  sstqnbly.  Tliei'e 
was  no  spleniiid  ])al;ice  to  recei\e  them,  nor  wei-e  they  now  ac- 
commodated al  t  he  governor's  mansion.  They  met  at  a  ta\'ern, 
uidess  the  muse  blnnders  here  and  forgets  that  the  ("ity  Hall 
of  New  ^'ork  was  once  a  tavern,  and  has  j^ot  the  two  facts 
niixeil  up.  To  supei'vise  or  counteract  their  le^is!ation  theie 
was  the  l'ro\incial  Council,  made  uji  of  twehe  men,  not  one 
of  whom  seems  to  ha\('  belonged  to  any  otliei-  county  than  New 
^'ork.  A  new  si'al  was  also  sent  o\er  for  the  [irox  ince,  represent- 
in^AN'illiam  and  Mai'V,  with  an  Indian  man  and  woman  kneidini;' 
at  llieir  feet  and  otferiui:'  tribute  of  wampum  and  beavei-  skins. 
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Thv  Assc?jibl\  clfrtcd  .laiiu  s  ( i l  aliaiii,  of  N"<'W  Yuvk  <'il  v  ani! 
couiily,  speaker.  11  did  imt  eiiroiiiiter  a  syiii])atlietic  ^oNeiimr, 
Wliat<'\'el-  liiiLiilt  IHtW  be  llie  atiitmle  oC  tlie  si)\ ereii;lis  at  w  lidse 
own  instance  it  liad  been  reliabiliiale(l.  A  resohitioTi  w  liirli  \\  ;is 
]»asse(l,  (|uite  in  the  spirit  Viliii  li  iiad  ]tr<'vailed  in  l']n'4biiid  and 
wliieli  liad  made  the  i-esol u i  ii m  pessible,  (b'(darini;  that  populai- 
rej)rcseidal  ion  in  the  lei^islation  id  the  proNince  was  a  rii^lit  and 
n(d  a  i»ri\'ite^e  —  w  as  int'<nii  ineiit  ly  \  ('t(KMl  by  Sl(.n.i;iiter.  Tin- 
Assembly  remained  in  session  until  nearly  tlie  (dose  (d'  .May.  or 
Mot  (jnite  six  we(d;s.  and  fourteen  i»ills  were  passed,  w  liii  li  be- 
c-anie  laws.  ( )ne  of  these  created  a  supreme  cotirf  for  the  |)ro\- 
iiicc,  comiiosed  of  a  (diief  jnsli(e,  a  second  justice,  ami  Ihree 
a.sso(daie  jnstic('S.  .Iose]di  I»udb'y  was  appoint<Ml  <dii(d'  justice 
by  the  L.',o\'ernor.  The  Assembly  also  re-enacted  the  pre\ious 
"  Charter  of  Libert  i(-s,'"  but  A\drship  according;  t(t  the  ilonush 
ridi^ion  was  now  prohibited,  and  the  Test  Act  was  applied  to 
persons  holdini;-  oflice. 

The  little  community  of  the  capital  was  greatly  starth-il  on 
Jul\'  2:>,  Ki'.n,  to  learn  that  r.oveinoi-  Shmuhter  had  l»een  sud- 
denly taken  ill,  and  had  dicil  within  a  few  hours.  At  om-e 
<H)nje(dnre  was  busy  as  to  the  jtrobaltle  cause,  and  party  feidiuii 
l>rom]»t('d  suspicions  and  made  i-ea<ly  Ixdief  (d'  various  acconnls. 
It  was  natural  that  the  pailisans  of  Leisler.  who  was  dead  l)ut 
two  nn)nllis  and  a  fe\\  days,  sliould  ascribe  ihe  man's  death  lo 
remorse,  w  hi(d:  had  led  lo  |(,o  excessive  an  indulgence  in  the  cup. 
The  aristocratic  pai't\-  discoNcred  a  lu'uro  (either  imaL^inary  nv 
real)  who  had  placed  |)oison  in  his  coffee  at  the  insi  i^al  ioii. 
<»f  course,  of  the  i.eislei-ia  iis.  I  n\i'st  iuat  ion  by  aulo])s\-  proM'd 
he  had  died  from  natural  causes,  which  has  not  ])i-e\-enled  his- 
torians from  assi^ninu  amon;4  these  ihfi ri ii in  /rfiiiriis-,  wddcli 
would  surely  ha\('  armn'<l  no  L^reat  exc(dh'nce  of  pi-ivate  (diar- 
actei'.  The  i;(>\'<'rn(U'  was  Itnried  al  the  expense  of  the  ])ro\ince, 
and  the  St  nyvesa  11 1  fa  mily  permi  1 1  eil  the  lenia  ins  t  o  be  d  epos  i  ted 
in  their  vault,  by  the  side  of  those  of  the  last  I)ut»  li  direclm-. 

'I'lie  last  honors  (hme,  on  July  :!0  (he  ("ouncil  of  the  l*ro^■im•e 
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met,  jiihI  ("illcd  Itclori'  it  .Mnjor  Iiiunldshy.  I'.ciiii;  i-('(|U('st<'<l  t«» 
rcjul  his  (•<  iiii  III  issioti  timii  liic  l^inu,  il  was  ascnl  a  iiicd  tliat  in 
case  of  tlic  (leal  Ii  of  <  ;()\cni(>r  SloiiL^litcr,  I  lie  iiiajor  w  as  to  aid  as 
<-oiiiiiiaii<lof-iii-tliicl'  of  (lie  iiiiliiaiy.  'I'liis  was  iiitci'incrcd  as 
siilliciciit  wai-ranl  tor  iincst  him  wiiii  the  (Lulics  of  ai-tiiii; 
L;(t\('rnor,  and  as  su*  li  lie  t  o(  d^  I  lie  oa  I  h  ( d'  oHicc  It  was  t  liift  riMi 
iiioiitlis  hidorc  his  siiccossoi-  at  i  i\  od  in  I  ho  i)ro\  i iicf.  'I'ho  ass.-m- 
bly  iind  a^aiii  in  Hi!)!',  am)  diiiinu  that  year  .Maj<ii-  In^oidshy 
was  siiuiuioncd  to  Aii»any  tho  llnoat  of  anotlicr  invasion  finiii 
Canada.  Xothini;  caino  of  it,  liow*  \ci-,  and  it  served  only  as  an 
oi»l)ortnuity  for  renewing  i)h'd_L;es  of  alliance  with  the  Ircxjucds. 
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Till-:  norxi)ix<;  oi  t  of  'i'jif.  fiust  cextuuy. 

T  is  s()iiit'\\iiat  liai'd  to  uiulcistand  wlial  iiKhucd  Ili<' 
(i(  (ai]>an1  s  of  the  I'.riiish  throne,  at  tiiiics,  to  plarc  the 
duty  and  I'csjMinsiliility  of  i;()V('rnni_u  Now  York  on 
certain  individuals.  'I'lie  rlioice  of  Colonel  Sloii^liter 
by  a  man  of  sutdi  slire\\'dness  and  knowledge  of  men  as  ^\'illianl 
III.  A\as  eertaiidy  not  a  liajipy  one.  It  may  have  been  in  the 
thonnht  of  !\[ajor  In^(ddsby,  as  \\  (dl  as  in  1  hat  of  the  eminril  w  ho 
made  him  artinij,  liovernor,  that  the  kinu,'  nii^ht  jmt  him  in  oilk-e 
ix'rmanently.  And  there  is  every  reason  b)  tliink  In^oldsby 
W(»uld  have  done  vei-y  w(dl.  TUit  there  eame  no  eonfirmat ioii  of 
the  conneirs  a|»i»ointment.  On  the  contrary,  it  Avas  k-arned  that 
the  kini;  had  appointed  ('(don(d  r.enjamiu  hdetclier,  and  the  im- 
j»artial  \('i-dict  of  history  must  be  that  the  kini;  might  have  made- 
a  m iich  bet  ter  i  hoice. 

The  hist(.i  ians  t>(  Xe\^•  York  Ciry  and  State  are  in  despair  abont 
the  paucity  of  biouraidncal  details  that  ha\t'  been  gleaned  about 
lids  go\'ei-nor.  ISrodhead,  tlu'  ])atient  collector  ami  student  of 
original  "Documents  i(dating  to  th<'  Coloidal  History  of  the 
t^tate  of  New  York"'  (publish<-d  in  several  ])onderous  (piai'tos), 
thinks  he  has  traced  his  birthplace  to  Cheshire,  I']nglaud;  but 
Todd  has  lo(d;(  d  through  its  county  history  and  says  it  "  is  silent 
concernii<g  him."  1  )e  l'eyst(r  throws  a  litth-  light  u[H(n  his 
previous  career,  but  in  (hnddedly  vague  terms:  "  na\iug  been  an 
active  {)ro])aga udist  of  luigiishism  and  Protestantism  in  Ireland, 
ho  was  re'wardcd  with  an  estate  in  that  country.*' 
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lit'  \\;is  ;i  soldier,  "  cdiic-itcd  in  the  cniiii*,"  ;is  lie  iiiiiist'lt  micr 
st;iti'*l.  As  a  soMicr  hf  iiiav  lia\c  lia<l  paiM  df  llial  ciliicat  inn 
ill  dial  land  Iriiitriil  of  hat  I  [('fields,  llie  l<»w  coiiiii  lies,  ilial  is, 
j'.elniiiiii  and  1  lol  huid,  and  I  lieiefore  under  W'i  1!  ia  ni  ill.  Ser\ ice 
there  and  in  Ireland  would  eiitiile  him  to  rewaid  at  tliis  junr- 
liire,  and  explains  his  appointment.  His  jurisdirlion  was  to 
extend  oNcr  1 'eiinsyl \"a nia  and  l)ela\\are,  as  well  as  New  \'oik. 
anil  his  salary  was  fiwd  at  the  not  inconsiderable  sum  of  se\cn 
liiindi-ed  and  eii;htv  jtounds. 

He  arri\'ed  at  his  cajutal  on  Monday,  August  2i),  was 
i-eceived  with  due  cerenKUiy,  and  i-ead  his  commission  to  the 
jteople  assembled  before  the  City 
Hall  on  ('oenties  Slip.  His  conn- 
cil  was  named  in  the  documeul 
wliieh  constituted  his  instruc- 
tions. They  were  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, and  the  sjx-lliiiL;  of  the  Dutch 
names  an  as  a  little  (lueer.  l'"l.vp- 
son,  standing;  for  l'ilii»se;  Cort- 
landt,  shorn  of  its  \'an,  and 
S(diuler  doinu  duty  foi'  S(  huyler. 
I'letclier  \\as  armed  with  secret 
and  open  instructitnis  Ixith,  the 

former  vwu  to  be  kept  from  his  council  if  he  saw  fit.  They  re- 
lated to  the  ]»olicy  he  was  t(»  i)ursiie  in  i<'i;ai'd  to  a  ppoi  n  t  luiMit  of 
ollicers  and  the  renioA'al  of  roniicilmen.  There  were  special  direc- 
tions as  to  his  own  powei's  and  )na\  ilei;('s  and  the  eiicouiauenieut 
of  religion  (d' t  he  ap])i'ove( I  ty]>e.  The  ojien  inst  met  ions  w ere  to  be 
read  with  his  <-ommission,  and  refei'red  to  N'ci-y  mm  h  the  same 
loi)ics  in  a  nnn-e  general  way. 

The  Assembly  that  came  touetlior  after  I'h'tcher's  assump- 
tion of  (he  i;o\-eriiorsli ip  was  largely  composed  of  members  who 
had  been  cai'i-ied  in  on  the  tide  of  a  jMii»ular  reaction  against 
Leisler.  His  later  acts,  as  was  sai<]  before,  had  been  (diaracter- 
i/ed  by  to(»  nuudi  asperity  as  the  result  of  the  exasperatiuu'  op[)0- 
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sitiou  wilicli  coiistniitl;  jissailci]  liiiu.    In  tlic  disli-icis,  cs- 

]»('cially  ill  <jn('ciis  ami  SnlToll^  coiuitirs,  Lcislci-  lia<l  cxcili'd  iini(  h 
had  l)l()(id  auaiiisi  hiiiisidr,  and  up  tlir  and  in  Allian\  In- 

had  ii('\  ('r  h(>cn  j)rf(  is(d  v  piipnhii'.  The  rcv('iiu<'fii I  <-\(m  u i  ii m  \\:\t\ 
not  yet  had  time  to  cit'a.Vc  a  I'caction  in  his  favor.  Vet,  nonr  tin' 
k^ss,  "  ai-ist  ocial  ic  "  as  iiii^ht  he  tlicir  ieaniiiiis,  th<'  Asscnd)l\ 
M'crc  not  nnti-iic  to  the  fact  lliat  tiicy  were  "  Tho  l'oo|dr  "  li\ 
rcju'csontat  ion.  'I'ho  crtior,  thonuli  avowodiN-  a  j)ai  tisaii 
a,!j,ainst  Lcislcr  and  his  foihiw  inti,  <'id  not  liiid  thcni  in  thr  h'ast 
jdiahU'.  liills  w  Idrli  di<i  not  nioct  M'itli  liis  api)r<Aal  they  ini-lii 
be  liclph'ss  in  ostahlisliinu'  as  haws,  Init  in  turn  l)ills  w  liich  (  anic 
do\\n  to  thoni  from  Inm  or  the  ronncil  thoy  insisted  on  aim-ndinu 
to  suit  t  hcmscl\('s;  wliilc  Idclihcr  wi-oto  in  dcsjiair:  "  Thcrt' 
never  was  an  amondment  (h'sired  hy  tlie  (  (tunril  hoard  hut  w  hat 
it  was  rejected.    It  is  a  sij^n  of  stubborn  ill  tcmjx'r."' 

''Jdie  advanta_u<'  of  a  re])resentative  body  enforcing;  tlie  wislies 
and  liuardinu  the  interests  of  the  ]»eo]ih'  of  every  section  of  the 
State,  over  a  con.ncil  a]ipoinj('d  from  men  whose  intei-ests  w<'re 
wrajtped  up  with  tliose  of  one  city  only,  was  illustrated  by  tlie 
action  taken  by  the  Assend)Iy  in  regard  to  Ne\\'  ^'ork  City's 
bcdtini;  monopoly.  W'e  haxc  menlioncfl  its  iutrodui-tion  under 
Andros  in  KITS.  In  I)on,uan's  time  theie  was  adde(l  to  it  the 
nioiio]Hily  of  bakinu.  T.y  \irriM'  oi'  this  all  the  i;i-ain  raised  in 
the  jU'oviin  e  had  to  be  taken  io  New  'S'ork  to  be  bolted,  or  ma(h' 
into  Hour,  before  it  could  l)e  exported  as  siU'li;  and  likewise  all 
Hie  breail  sent  abroad  must  be  baked  in  the  city.  It  rested  as  a 
Uiievons  disad\ a.nta^e  upon  the  toVkiis  in  the  \  iciuity,  but  iiutil 
the  Assembly  l)ecam{'  an  eflecti\'e  ])o\\('r  for  making:,  the  will 
of  the  ])eopIe  o)»erati\'e,  the  burden  had  to  be  eiulured.  In  KiOl 
t  he  opponent  s  of  the  mouop<  dy  succeeded  in  obt  ainin^  a  ma  jori  ty, 
and  the  pri\■ile^e  was  abolished.  Xaturally  the  city  authorities 
r<ise  tip  in  arms,  and  the\-  made  an  ltd  crest  ini;-  showing  oi'  what 
■the  nioiio]»oly  had  done  foi-  the  town,  in  an  address  to  the  gov- 
ernor in  KilHi,  beu^ih;^  f(M'  its  restoration:  "When  the  boltiiiL: 
bej^an  in  KITS  ther<'  w<'re  oidy  'M'-)  houses;  in  KiDi;  there  are 
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Tlic  revcmu'  in  KITS,  KiTll,  and  lOSO  did  iii)t  exceed  £2,000;  in 
I  lie  year  10S7  il  was  £.""•, 000.  In  lOST  lliere  were  tlii'ee  slii[)S, 
seven  beats,  ei^lit  sloojis;  in  lOOJ  tlu-ie  were  sixty  ships,  forty 
heats,  an<I  sixt,\-tW(t  sleeps;  sinre  \\lii(  Il  is  a  deel'ease.  In  lOST 
New  York  killed  400  beeves;  in  near  1,000.    Ixinds  have  ad- 

vanced tenfold  in  \alne.  If  this  act  continnes,  many  families  in 
New  York  must  jierish.""  The  Assembly,  aciinij,  for  a  wiilei-  ter- 
ritory and  poi»ulation  than  a  sini;le  cily,  determined  that  the 
Act  of  KiOl,  abolishinu  the  mi>nopoIy,  should  continue.  It  was 
too  bad  about  tlu'  "  iierishinu  "  New  ^'ork  fannlies;  but  those 
who  benefit  by  the  unnatural  stimulus  of  industry  or  trade  are 
always  ex[)o^ed  to  this  dasiui-r;  _\  <  t  the  continuance  of  unnatural 
<-onditions  is  liound  to  be  so  mucli  more  hurtful  to  the  larucr  num- 
iK-r,  that  statesmanship  had  better  brave  the  distr<'ss  of  the 
few,  which  is  only  temjiorary,  and  lay  st'cure  foiindatious  for  the 
future.  It  is  L!,iatifyiii,i;  to  leaiii  that  the  Assembly,  though  yet 
in  its  infancy,  had  learned  already  this  k'ssou  in  statecraft. 

It  stood  as  a  bulwark  against  a.nother  un-American  institu- 
tion— a  State  ch,ur(di.  I'letcher  was  wvy  anxious  lo  })laut  the 
Ani;lican  I'^stablishmeiit  ujion  the  soil  <d'  his  i;()\-ernment.  At 
the  very  llrst  session  of  ihe  Assem])ly  after  his  arri\al,  he  sent 
in  a  recommemki  t  ion  to  piovide  a  settlement  for  ministers  l»y 
public  act.  It  Avas  not  a  subject  that  uu't  A\  itli  a  cordial  response 
from  the  prejionderat iuu  element  of  1  )nlclimen,  fi-om  most  of  the 
(•((Unties,  or  from  the  I'uritan  elements  from  Suffolk  and  (Jueeiis 
on  Lonu  Island.  The  i  econimendation  was  simply  i^niu'ed,  foi- 
they  were  aware  tkat  the  ministers  to  Ite  "settled"  \\-ould  be 
those  to  AN'hom  Ihe  term  couhl  oidy  apply  in  terms  of  English 
law,  that  is,  the  I']])isco])al  cha-^y.  In  a  second  ajipeal  that  fact 
stood  out  very  ch'aily,  embodied  in  a  sharp  tIiu^  at  their  boasted 
libevly-ktviuLi  spirit:  "  ^'ou  are  all  biu  with  the  privileges  oi 
k^n^lishmeu  and  lMai;tta  (Miarttu-,  whicii  is  your  ri^ht,  but  the 
same  law  pro\  i(h's  for  the  reliuiiui  of  the  churc  h  of  IaiL;land." 

The  matter  \\as  taken  up  at  the  next  Assembly,  whi(di  met  in 
Se[»tember,  lOI);'..     Us  c(uiiiv!siti(ui  may  have  been  dilTerent,  ov 
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an  csrapc  was  ((Hitfiiiijlatcil  i)y  tlic  use  of  very  i;('iu'ral  Icrins. 
.V  "  Settling;  Art  *"  was  jiasscd  |)iovi(liiiL;  for  tlic  builtliii^  of  one 
cIiuitIi  ill  Now  Vorl;  ('it.\.  I  w  o  in  W'fsl  (iicstci-  Coiiiilv,  two  in 
SnITolk  Comity,  and  one  in  iJicliiiioiHl  Connty,  or  Statcn  Islan<l. 
In  each  of  t  iicsc  '■  a  Trot  est  a  n  i  mi  nisi  or  "  was  to  he  set  I  i  he 
salary  to  he  anyA\  ii<'i«'  from  forty  to  one  liuinlrcd  }»onnds,  to  he 
rais'-d  1>_\-  a  tax  IcviiMl  on  t  lio  i^'roclioldors  of  all  faitli;*. 

'IMm'  Ioo])1ioIc  tliat  was  lofi  o])oii  in  this  act  was  made  a})parcnt 
by  a  formal  r^'scdution  of  ilic  Asscmldy  statini;  tliat  the  \cstry- 
iiu'ii  and  rhnn  li  wardens  lia\c  jiowcr  to  call  a  disscntini;  I'rot- 
estaiit  minister,  and  that  ln'  is  to  be  maintained  as  tlie  ad 
directs."  There  was  also  a  stret(  liiiiLi,  of  the  meanini;'  of  vestry- 
men and  wai-ileiis,  so  that  they  covered  otlicers  of  clmrches 
nsnally  designated  by  other  names.  Practically  in  commnnities 
where  some  ot  hei'  denondnat  ion  ])redominated,  the  act  was  made 
to  serve  its  ends,  altlioni^h  in  some  jdaces  those  who  liad  bnilf 
lip  tloni-ishiiiL!,  enterin  ises  sometimes  (  anu^  to  .uiief,  as  we  shall 
see.  The  1  >nt(  li  < 'hur(  h  of  New  \'ork  did  not  trust  to  siudi  a  jire- 
carious  chance.  hii:('nionsly  ]tleailim;  the  pri\ileu('s  of  the  act, 
and  by  a  judicious  present  of  jdate  to  the  i!,(>v<'rnor,  the  (diurch 
otiieers  [trocured  a  <  harter  for  llndr  coriioiat ion  on  ^lay  !1,  K'i'.h;, 
whei-eby  they  could  maintain  tliems(dves  by  coin])ulsory  (diurch 
rates,  and  the  call  nl'  ndnisiers,  with  which  no  nia^istrate,  how- 
ever (h'sirous  i>\'  ti-oublim;  t!iem,  could  interfere. 

I'Tetcher's  name  is  iiid^ed  with  one  e\'ent  that  has  served  to 
nuike  it  innuortal.  f^ndei'  <lo\-ernor  l)on^an,  as  we  saw,  .lanu's 
II.  ]>rohibiled  th<'  introduction  <»f  that  enginery  of  sedition  -  the 
])rintin,u'  i)ress.  The  otlier  cohunes  were  in  ach'ance  of  New  \'ork 
in  regard  to  this  institution.  As  early  as  Kldo  it  was  already  in 
Xe^\■  iMij^laiid.  and  doini^  its  ine\  itable  work  of  exaspera t  inu  au- 
thorities, for  in  that  year  Stephen  l)aye,  .Massachuset  t  s"s  first 
l)riutei',  was  put  umh-r  lionds  to  the  amount  of  tlOO  to  make  him 
and  his  tyi»es  b(dia\e  lhems(d\'es.  In  \'iiuinia  the  press  liad 
been  introduced,  and  e;iiued  for  its(df  the  distinction  of  beiui; 
suppressed  in  l(iS2.  and  when  the  ])rinter  went  to  Maryland  the 
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saiiH'  foitimt-  met  liiin  tlidc  'riicrc  was  no  need  to  siiiiprcss  oi- 
liaiiisli  j»riiit<'i-s  in  New  ^'o^lc,  lor  tlicic  \\cif  none  hct'oic  Jvini; 
William's  time. 

When  i»iintinu  cainc,  if  came  to  stay,  ami  l-lclclicr  lias  iin' 
iicil  it  of  i  nt  rod  mini;  it.  WIumi  lie  went  to  I'lii  lailcl  ph  i;i  to  a  1 1  cml 
to  (lie  duties  Ixdoiiuini;  to  his  olTicc  as  ^oNciaioi-  of  rciinsyl \ania, 
lit'  found  tliat  amouu  these  was  that  ol'  ju'esidini;  at  tlie  trial  of 
;i  juinter  by  tli<'  name  of  William  1  Jiad I'oril,  who  hiid  pi'inted 
somet iiiiii;'  that  ua\'e  olTense  to  llie  «u'thodox  <)uakers.  It  was 
with  (Quakers  as  with  other  reli^ioinsts  when  in  iio\\-ei- — liberty 
of  lhou;j,ht,  <uily  nu'aut  liberty  to 
think  us  those  did  ^\•llo  had  the 
]tow(-r  to  ]»unisli  }ie<i]>le  w  li  o 
thought  dillereutly.  In  Massa<  hu- 
setts  the  Quakers  did  not  hav(^  lib- 
erty of  thou,i;ht.  In  ]Miiladeli»Iua 
those  wh(t  varied  from  the  (Quakers 
w  ert-  made  to  fetd  uncomfortable, 
althoui;li  not  to  the  extent  of  haviun:, 
ears  cr()])]ied  or  1oni;ues  slit,  as  the 
(,)uak('i-s  had  found  in  New  l''n,u- 
land.  lU-adl'ord  was  ai'quitte(l  at 
the  trial,  but  a  (  iuin^e  of  residence 
became  eminent Iv  (U'sii'able,  and  he 

COKNKLILS  SIKEXWYCK. 

contemplated    returnitii;    to  Vai'j;- 

land.  I'^letcher-  saw  a  <-hance  to  procure  a  valuable  accession  foi- 
his  j.rovimc  of  New  Voi-k.  On  IMar^di  2:',  1(1!):;,  the  I'rovinciaT 
<'onncil,  at  his  instam-e,  resolved  '"That  if  a  Printer  will  conu' 
and  settle  in  the  City  of  New  Vorke  for  the  Printing  of  oui-  Acts 
of  Assembly  ami  Publick  Pajtei'S.  he  shall  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  £40  current  mon(\v  of  New  ^'orke  per  annum  lor  his  salaiw, 
and  have  the  benefit  of  his  lu-ini  iuu,  besides  w  hat  ser\-es  t  he  juib- 
lick." 

This  was  doinu  better  than  A'ii'^inia  lia<l  done  in  ir»S2.  Nor 
was  it  lik<d \  to  be  aiiainst  the  wislu'S  of  James  Tl.'s  successor,  in 
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whose  native  connfiv  of  Holland  it  was  wont  to  '•snow  " 
plilets  OJI  ever\   ]iul)lic  <|nostioii.     William   r.iadl'oid  a(i.  j,ir.; 
.this  olTer.    On  April  10,  he  was  alioa<l>-  at  wml.  in  .x,-... 

York,  Inninu  sel  iiji  his  press  williin  a  short  dislancc  df  i]., 
Citv  Jl.ill,  whore,  at  Si  Teai-I  Street  tieday,  the  hisioriral  |iilurii;: 
from  e\'ery  part  of  the  State  may  i-ead  the  i-ccord  on  a  himi/i 
tahlel.  ]'\  the  act  of  council  and  paynieni  of  llic  salaiy  \'<,\ 
printini4  the  acts  oi-  laws  of  the  ju-ovinfe,  Ilradford  was  ion 
stitiited  a  i:o\-eiiinicnt  printer,  and  New  \'oi'k  was  tin-  liisi  i.t  ih.- 
colonies  to  ci-eatc  and  maintain  such  an  ollicc 

A\'illiani  and  .Mary's  accessioii  to  the  tiirone  whii  h  their  fath.-r 
iiad  vacated,  l)i'oni;ht  on  a  war  w  ith  I'rancc,  to  w  hose  proicci  ieii 
James  liail  lied.  It  is  (lie  one  called  "'  Kini;  William's  War"  in 
America,  and  lasted  until  th(>  I'eace  ot  iJysw  ick,  in  ICtltT,  w  hen 
I'^'j-ance  was  comi)elled  t<»  acknowIe(l!4e  William  and  .Mary  and  lo 
abandon  James's  cause.  Xothine  suited  the  men  of  ('aiiad.i 
better  than  this  hostile  attitude  belween  i'^nuland  and  I'rance 
at  home.  11  uave  them  a  ii-eer  hand  in  the  warlike  expeilit  imi^ 
they  ^^■ere  constantly  (U ;j,ani/.inii  ai;ainst  the  fi-onliers  of  New 
England  and  New  Voi-k,  even  in  tinu'S  ol'  peace.  And  winter 
seems  to  ha\e  been  their  fa\(irile  time  for  letting  slip  the  doL^s 
of  war.  It  was  in  I'ebriiary,  ItiDO,  that  Sc  henectady  had  been 
attacked.  In  I'ebruaiy,  Iti'.K],  on  Hie  vvvy  aniuvei'sary  id'  the 
previous  hoianr.  live  hundied  and  lil'ly  I'reu(  h  and  Indians  ap- 
proached w  it  hill  t  \\  (M!ty  miles  (d' t  he  place  a^ain.  1  [ere  t  hey  con 
structed  a  forlilied  camj*,  iideiidinu  to  make  it  the  !»ase  ol 
operations  ai^ainst  t he  set t lenient s  on  the  ui»pei-  Hudson. 

News  of  the  im])endinu  disaster  was  sent  by  e.xjU'ess  to  the 
j^overnor  at  Ne\\'  York,  wIkmc  it  rea<  lied  him  on  I'ebruary  I'-- 
He  acted  with  tiie  promptness  of  a  i^nod  s(d<lier.  Orders  were 
sent  to  the  militia  of  K'inus  and  '^)ueens  counties  io  ha\<'  one 
hundred  and  tifiy  men  at  the  ferry  to  New  ^'ol•k  the  next  moiii- 
ine-.  At  eiuht  o'idock  on  the  iiiiu-niiii;  of  I'ebruaiv  l-"'.,  the  ciix 
militia  were  drawn  up  before  the  m>\-ernor.  He  asked  \\>v  \-olun- 
teers  to      ujt  the  I'i  ver,  and  e\  crv  man  respondeil.    ( )ni'  h  u  ml  red 
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;iihI  lil'ly  ANcrc  selected.    At  ten  !)"el(ic!<  an  express  was  ali-eady 

tlie   W  a  V   to    ('nldliel    I'.eecknian,    (•((lilllianilel-   of    the  I'lstei' 

("uiinty  militia,  to  iiave  horses  I'eaiiy  to  cany  the  ud\'ernor  and 
iiis  lil^tlo  army  from  Kini;ston  to  Albany  over  land,  as  the  river 
w  as  full  of  ice. 

Kvv  the  start  was  made  on  the  1  1th,  another  exjTi'ess  arrive(l 
from  the  north  contiiinini;  the  tirst  news,  ami  a<ldinu  that  two 
<if  the  castles  of  the  .Mcdiaw  ks  had  alrea<l\-  been  taken  by  tie- 
enemy.  This  only  hastened  the  expedition,  and  by  a  snpreme 
elTort  it  reaclie(l  Alban_\-  at  nine  in  the  iiMirnini;  <d  I'elniiary  17. 
.\o  lime  was  lost.  .Mayor  Schuyler,  a  major  id'  militia,  was  sent 
forward  to  Schenectady  with  tifty  of  his  own  meti,  and  after  a 
needed  rest  (d'  oidy  two  hours  I'letcher  with  sixtecMi  liorsemr'H 
iollowed,  orderini;  Colomd  I'.aAard  to  c<fme  after  him  as  fast  as 
possible  ^\'ith  the  remainder  of  the  force.  On  rea(diinu  Sclx-nec- 
tady  I'letcdn']-  learned  that  Schnyler  had  ^one  ahead  into  the 
wilderness  \y]i]\  Ids  fifty  men,  attended  by  a  host  of  llic  Iroquois, 
whose  idol  he  was,  and  the  next  day  the  news  came  that  the 
major  had  defeatcfl  th<'fnem_\'  and  dri\('n  him  from  his  foi  titied 
cani]».  There  w  as  nothinu  furl  her  to  do,  therefore,  and  IMetiduM' 
rcinrned  w  ith  his  army  to  Al!>aiiy,  where  he  was  conui-at  iilated 
on  the  success  (d'  his  ex]tediiion,  amf  thaidce(l  for  the  ])rom|)iness 
of  t  he  succor  he  brouuht. 

The  I'remdi  must  ha^e  been  thoidnf.;hly  routed,  tlie  ]r(Miiiois 
doubtless  ddin:;  very  (d'fecti\'e  damage  to  the  enemy  wlu'ii  once 
I  hey  had  turne(l  aboiit  and  lleil.  Xe  serious  rem-wal  of  host  ilil  ies 
was  attem]ded  by  the  enemy  inilil  Then,  in  the  summer 

time,  (lovernor  l'roid<'nac,  havini;  uatlni-ed  a  larue  army  at 
.M.oidreal,  com])osed  of  reLiuhirs  ami  militia,  and  a  horile  of 
Camidian  savages,  directed  in  jierson  an  exjiedition  into  the 
heart  of  the  cotititry  (d'  the  Vwc  Xatioiis.  The  ld"W  \\as  aimed 
at  the  very  ceidcr  id'  the  '■  Loiil;  House."  AsceiidiuL:,  the  St.  Taw- 
reiice  in  boats  and  car.oes,  they  <-rossed  Laki  <  )i\tario,  or  |)robably 
coasted  alonu  the  shore,  until  they  rc^aihod  the  mouth  id"  the 
<)s\\ei;()  Kiver.    Thoy  ascended  this  streatn,  carrieil  ihe  boats 
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and  bail^s  around  ils  falls,  and  so  arrivrd  at  Onondaga  Lal.c. 

The  ( )n()ndauas  w cic  |»rc|iai  cd.  Tlicy  had  sent  t  heir  w  i\cs  aici 
fliildicn  away,  and  had  dctcrniincd  to  make  a  stand  at  the  tui 
'titi'-.'<l  "castle"  on  the  shoic  of  the  lake  I!nt  when  they  div 
coNcrcd  the  o\('i-\\h"lininL;,  force  (d  the  enemy,  they  adopiiij 
v%"iliei*  tajdics.  They  hniaied  village  and  cnstle  both,  and  reiirf  d 
within  the  forest.  Couiii  I'roii I e:i;((  and  his  aiaiiy  found  uoihin'^' 
to  o|»}»ose  theiu,  e.\c<'j>t  an  <)nondat;a  sa<  licni  o\-er  one  hundred 
years  old,  whose  a^e  should  lia\'e  been  his  defense,  but  to 
Froiitenac's  eternal  shame  he  allowed  his  Indian  allies  to  tortuic 
the  venerable  patriarc  h.  Sm  h  a  force,  hetero^cneons  as  it  was. 
could  not  be  kept  idle  in  the  A\ilderness  with  very  liirle  sus- 
tenaiH-e  to  be  obtaine(|,  and  so  the  l''ren(di  i;(i\'ernor,  wlni  is  said 
to  have  been  carrieil  ribout  in  an  arnu  hair  on  this  foray,  was  fain 
to  order  t  he  inarch  back  to  Canada. 

The  lro(iu(»is  were  not  fai-  off,  and  the  return  m;M'(di  was  made 
disastrous  for  the  I'lcindi  l)y  their  skillful  tacticy  ai^ainst  the 
ivtreatiuL^  arm  v.  The  expense  of  the  e.\']iedition  and  the  retalia 
tory  incui-siotis  (d'  the  l'i\('  Nations  rediu-ed  Canada  to  the  \eruc 
of  famin(  .  Oidy  occasional  scali)in^-  parties  venttired  iido  New 
"^'ork  after  this,  until  (he  Peace  of  Kyswyck  in  1()!)T  caused  a 
cessation  (d'  hostilities. 

IJefore  (Jovernor  I'letcher  r(dunied  to  New  York,  alter  his 
]>i-om])t  sujiply  of  aid  ai^ainst  (he  I'rench  in  ]d!>.'I,  a  ^rand  (  (Uincil 
of  the  iro(|in)is  Lea.!.iU('  was  called  at  .\lbany.  Idetc  lu-r  was  al- 
tcnd.ed  by  maL:istra(es  and  ollicers,  and  he  made  a  sjieet  h  in  re|dy 
to  the  exjtressions  id'  thanks  on  the  part  of  the  hnlians.  As  a 
compliment  to  his  i-apid  mo\-emeid  to  r(dieve  that  se<-tion  of  ilie 
C(dony  and  the  Indian  allies,  they  bestowed  a  title  upon  him  in 
their  pi(dures(]ne  \('rnacular,  siuinfyiii^  the  ^'eI•y  Swift 
Arrow."  <ioin!4  "P  ;ii;<iin  in  the  summer  he  Indd  a  conference 
Avith  them,  lasting  from,  .[iine  to  July  d,  tirmly  cementing  ihe 
alliance. 

In  tlie  admiin'st  rat  ion  of  (dvil  alTaii's.  I'T(d(  lier's  condmd  was 
not  as  commendable.   As  the  years  went  on  serious  (diarues  were 
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|(ii'f<'ii'»'<l  nii,aiiist  liiiii  at  coui-t,  until  liualiy,  in  KI'.tT,  ho  was  i-c- 
t  ;(llftl,  an<l  a  successor  sent  (»\cr  Cor  tiie  avowed  puriiosc  of  prol)- 
Iul;  tlie  abuses  to  the  bottom,  and  rcnicdvinu  llic  (•\  ils  they  had 
ju'oduced.  Tlius  I'h'tchcr  passed  olT  tlie  sta^e  of  New  York 
Iiisfoi'v,  and  ol)scnrit\  at  once  swallows  up  his  siil»se{|uent  career, 
;is  il  had  overshadowed  his  ])re\  ions  history. 

The  man  chosen  to  s'lcceed  him  was  Ki»  liard  ('oofe,  I'lnrl  of 
r.ellt»m<mt,  an  liish  peer,  lis-  was  so  stanch  a  Troteslant  that 
he  left  J']nuland  for  the  Continent  on  the  accession  of  James  II. 
lie  was  then  ]>aron  ('oolt>,  (;f  C'olooney,  ha\  inu  been  raised  to  tic 
peerage  in  consideration  of  ser\  ices  connected  w  ith  the  restora- 
tion of  Charles  II. 
to  the  throne.  lie 
was  one  of  the 
foi-enn)st  in  the 
movement  to  in- 
vite \N'illiaiu  of 
()ranj;e  to  I'^ng- 
land,  and  in  put- 
t  i  n  >j;  h  i  m  a  n  d 
y\  a  r  y  o  n  t  h  o 
throne.  The  brief 
period  that  James 
succeeth-d  in  seltinL:,'  up  a  ]")arliament  in  Ireland  was  siiiualizeil 
ann>nu  other  things  by  the  eontiscation  of  the  IJarony  of  ('oloo- 
iiey.  A\'illiani  III.  had  ali'eady  r<'\\arded  r.ai'<»n  Coole  by  mak- 
ing him  treasui'er  and  recei\"er-i;('neral  to  the  queen.  Thi'  ac^ 
of  the  Jacobites  only  resulted  in  a  siill  more  distinguished  i-e- 
ward.   IJicdiaid  Coote  was  made  ICarl  of  lielhunont. 

It  AViis  a  ureat  compliment  lo  the  ]Movince  of  New  ^'ork  that 
a  jierson  of  smdi  rank  should  now  be  aii]Miinted  its  liON'eiaior. 
Xo  L:,dvernoi-  before  him  had  been  (d'  such  e.\alled  slalion.  There 
\Ncre  knights  or  l>aronets,  ami  bai-ons  subse(|uent  ly  sent  o\'er, 
an<l  an  earl  only  once  ai^ain.  The  kinu  was  makinu  up  for  a 
S!oni;hter  and  TTetclier,  and  it  was  hii;h  tim<\    Lord  T>e!lonu)nt 
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was  sixi y-t  wo  yt-ai-s  uf  auc,  but  still  of  vii:,(>i'<Mis  a iipcarancc,  la i  -,. 
(»r  fraiin',  lall  ami  diuniliiMl.  lint  he  was  a  victim  n\'  (hr  i;<iui.  1 1,. 
brouiilit  liis  rDiiiilcss  with  him,  wlnt  w  as  vci'V  iiiiicli  youii^cr  I  lia  n 
hiniscir,  aii'l  t  he  ^(issii)s  tell  rui'ions  stdi  ics,  rout  i-ailictcd  l»\  hk.ic 
serioas  historiaus,  about  lu-r  ,^ay  habits  and  the  jc-alousy  ol'  her 
liusbaiul. 

The  cai-rs  commission  was  dated  June  IS,  KiDT.  As  so  oficn 
]iai>i»ciicd,  there  was  a  loll^  interval  between  this  and  thai  of 
his  ai-ri\al  in  the  colony,  w  hich  did  not  occui-  until  Ajtii!  2,  ItiDS. 
l'"'()Ui-  baii-els  of  mini>owdei-  were  I'edticed  to  smoke,  and  ua\i' 
forth  their  latent  thundei-  to  welcome  the  earl  and  his  lady. 
At  the  cor]»oi-at  ion  dinner  .Mayoi-  1  >e  Teyster  j»resided,  and 
covers  were  laid  for  one  hundred  and  tilty  .i;uests,  histoi-y  ^ra\cly 
recordiui;  that  they  feasted  u[)oii  "  \"enison,  turkey,  chicken, 
i^oose,  i)ig-eon,  duck,  and  otlier  i;anie;  mutton,  beef,  lamb,  veal, 
pork,  saiisa^cs,  with  ])astry,  j»U(hlin;.;s,  cakes,  and  the  (dioicest  of 
wines. "  The  commission  extendeil  his  jurisdiction  over  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  Hampshire,  as  A\'ell  as  over  Xe\v  York.  At  tlie 
beginnini;  he  retained  tlie  cotiiicil  of  his  ])redecesso)-,  of  whom 
five,  ]Miiii]ise,  ^'an  Cortlandt,  ]>ayard,  Xic(dls,  and  Min\i<'lle, 
had  been  on  ;Slou^i;]ittr's  council  whicii  voted  for  tlie  exetaition  of 
LeishT. 

This  was  a  siii'iificant  cii'cumsiance,  and  much  in  fa\'or  of  tli<' 
sincei-ity  and  ini|  la  rt  ia  I  i  I  y  of  his  coinictions  i-euai'dini:,'  that  un- 
furtunaJe  event.  In  Kill."  bcisler's  son  and  Al)rahani  ( Ituncrneur, 
who  had  Iteen  ono  of  the  con\icted  but  pardoned  council,  ha\"in.L: 
escajx'd  to  I'^iiL^land,  luul  succee(b'd  in  securinii'  a  parliamentary 
investigation  into  tin' merits  of  the  affair,  kord  l'>ellomont  "Wiis 
a  nieuibei'  of  the  committee  (diari;e(l  with  tliat  wt»rk.  The  l)ill 
they  introduced  re\i'rse<l  the  attainder  in  full  and  condemne(l 
tlu'  execution.  The  earl  s|((dve  stronuly  in  its  defense,  and  de- 
chired  that  he  was  led  to  his  con\'ict i<»ns  in  no  other  way  than 
by  the  st  udy  of  the  facts.  1 1  w  as,  therefoi'e,  ])ei-fect  ly  Avell  l;now  n 
h(sw  he  felt  on  tlie  ([Uestiiui  that  was  still  burninu  in  many  hearts 
and  was  (h-stined  to  di\  ide  ])arties  for  many  a  day.    Later,  al>;o. 
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lie  I'dUiMl  it  iifccssarv  to  iciin)V<'  t  lie  violent  aiil  i-Leislci-iaiis  I'loiii 
Ills  coiiiH-i  I,  snbst  i  I  n I  iii^  Ahra lia iii  1  )(•  1  '<  \  si cr  ami  ihcii  Li \  i ug- 
sloii,  aiiioui;  (»tlu'r>«. 

Li \iuL!,st()n  had  Im-ch  srn•Il^|y  aiiiaudiiistic  lo  l.cislcr,  as  wo 
saw.  I'ut  Lioiiin  to  l']iiL;!an<l  to  push  soiiif  clainis  loi-  luoiicys  ad- 
\aii(<Ml  to  the  t'liiiiiciii ,  and  to  press  tlie  (liaises  against 
Idctt  lu'i',  he  had  liecoine  intimate  with  Lord  L.elhimoiit,  w  liose 
nund  had  now  been  mad<-  up  as  to  tiie  Leish'i-  episofh^;  and  tlio 
genial  LivinL;st()n,  wliose  siierial  t:e  nlty  was  "  ar(|nisit  i\ cness  " 
and  not  "  p(ditics,"  hail  no  ditVu  nlty  in  n-ininnn^  his  sails  to  the 
new  dirertion  of  o])inion  as  to  the  trcalnient  of  his  former  ene- 
mies. MilboriU',  at  the  nmnieiit  (d'  execution,  hatl  shouted  to  Liv- 
ingston in  the  i-rowd  :  "•  1  implead  thee  at  the  liar  of  (iod  for 
t  hisi  deenun^-  liim  so  laruidy  res[)onsii)Ie  for  t  he  i  ra;j,c<!y  of  t  hat 
day.  Possibly  pity  and  remorse  had  had  sometliiui;  to  do  witli 
the  new  eoiineilor's  ehauLii'  of  attitude. 

'I'he  (lianucs  in  the  rounril  luninu  been  made,  the  u(i\(M-iior 
pi-oceeded  to  earry  out  an  important  part  of  his  instructions.  In 
llie  first  place  the  contiscated  property  of  Leisler  and  .Millioi-ne 
was  restored  to  IIhu'i'  widows  and  children,  as  ortlered  by  the 
.\ct  of  I'arliamcnl  of  Abuse  of  Uelloiiiont  for  oiMleiini;- 

the  ]uirchasers  to  restor''  the  estate,  is  irrelexant.  I'^Ncn  in 
1<IIL*  (Jiteen  Mary,  in  council,  had  orilered  the  restoration  of  the 
[iroperty.  Aftei'  that  no  one  could  ha\'e  been  sure  of  (he  title, 
and  the  Act  of  I'ail'ament  was  now  thre<'  years  old.  This  act 
of  j ust  ice  was  fol lo\\  ('(l  in  ( (ct  ober  l)y  i  he  com [ilei  e  i-eha bi  Illation 
of  the  name  and  reputation  of  the  deceased.  Their  bodies  had 
i»een  rudely  thrust,  e\en  uuiofiiued,  into  a  L!,ra\'e  near  by  the 
place  of  e.vecution.  Alir.iham  ( !ou\  ernenr,  w  ho  had  marrieil 
Milborm''s  widow,  ami  liolieri  W'alteis,  who  had  married  Leis- 
h'l-'s  other  (hi lighter.  ,iske(l  that  their  i-emains  mii;h  be  removod 
fi'om  this  place  of  shame.  The  reijuest  was  granted,  and  r.ello- 
nitint  resoh'ed  that  nothinu  should  be  wantinu  to  compensato 
for  the  formor  indi;_:nities.  It  was  arrani^cil  that  the  disinter- 
tneni  should  occur  at  midiu'4hl. 
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Curiously  cnouuli,  as  at  the  execution,  tlicrc  was  a  s<'\(rr 
stoi'ia  of  wind  and  rain.  Nevertheless,  twelve  liuiahcd  pcdjilc 
attended  the  weird  oeeasidu.  A  ^uard  of  iionor  (d'  eiir  liiiiidicd 
soldiers  had  been  sent  by  the  L;o\ernor,  .ind  with  heal  of  imillli  il 
<lruni  and  liuhted  by  tol-chi-s,  the  jirdcessiell  wended  ils  \\a.\  t'lniii 

I'rintinu-lionse  S((nare  down  to  the  City  Hail  at  Coeiities  Slij). 
Here  the  remains  lay  in  state  Inr  some  days,  althonuh  we  can 
hardly  suppose  the  pooi-  frauments  wcie  exposed  to  the  public 
gaze.  Then  they  wei-e  (le]»osit<Ml  in  a  ci'V}!!,  or  in  li'ravos.  nmlcr 
the  tloor  of  the  new  I>ut(  h  ("hurch  in  <iai'den  Sti-cct,  now  \\\- 
cliauiie  riace.  "So  ended,"  remarks  Dr.  A.  (1.  ^'el•milye,  a  de- 
scendant fi'oii!  one  of  Leislei-'s  c(»nnci!;  "so  eiKh'd,  without  ;iny 
breach  of  the  peace,  this  act  of  late  justice;  but  without  tlie  i-e- 
laxin^'  of  a  muscle  of  that  iui])lacabh'  liate  anioni;  the  old  lea(h'rs 
and  s(t  uundi  of  the  opposite  faction,  which  had  i»uisued  the 
ineuKU-y  of  these  two  men  and  pursued  their  adherents  since 
1G91." 

One  of  the  serious  cliari^es  against  (iovernor  I'Metclier  liad  been 
that  he  had  not  only  not  sulliciently  discourai^cd  or  sujipi'essed 
the  prevailing;  [liracy  of  the  day.  but  that  lie  luid  accejited  brilies 
from  cai)tains  oi-  o^\•uers  of  ships  to  keep  his  eyes  closed  as  to 
the  i-eal  ciiaiacter  of  tin'  business  they  were  (-nuaucd  in.  'J'lie 
(dii'onic  condition  of  warfare  between  the  Christian  nations  (d' 
that  (hiy  induced  the  littini;  out  of  armed  slii])s  as  pi-i\ateers; 
and  the  ])i-actice  easily  led  t.)  ihe  ci-ossIul;  of  the  almost  invisible 
line  Im'I  ween  |)i'i\-ate(  riu'j,  and  piracy.  Hence  this  jieriod  had  be- 
(•(une  the  heyday  (d'  the  bnccaiieeriiiL;  fraternity. 

'i'liis  business  in\(>lve(]  the  most  I'espectable  citizens  of  the 
colonies.  Their  ships  were  found  to  brini;'  very  much  (|uicker 
and  laruer  retuiais  on  invstment  than  the  oi-dinai-y  processes 
of  com  nierce,  when,  with  a  1  it  t  le  add  it  ioiial  cost,  t  hey  w< 're  armed 
and  maiine(l  as  ])i-i\at<'ers.  Au<l  if  the  same  returns  continued 
when  there  happened  to  be  a  Itill  in  A\ar,  or  if  ships  had  been 
overhauled  without  too  close  a  reuard  to  Ihe  llau'  they  carried, 
"wTk>  were  tlu'  wiser  for  it,  when  the  heroes  ami  their  plunder  ar- 
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rivcMl  ill  [»(»i't?  Or  tlir  tiling  \\;is  «l(»iic  in  I  his  way:  'I'lic  [tiracy 
of  {\\v  Indian  wccan  was  notorious,  and  on  certain  islands  in  tliat 
sea  tlio  <i('nlU'nifn  oC  the  IJlacl;  Idai;  liad  depots  w  liere  iliey 
would  t'Xclianiii'  ridi  stulTs  of  the  ()rient  for  more  prosaie  coni- 
UH»dities  of  the  W'esi  in  the  way  of  wines,  li<|nois,  and.sliiiiiiini; 
stores. 

New  York  nierehants  were  naturally  temiited  to  sen<l  pipes  of 
Madeira,  or  ke^s  of  i-uni,  and  other  arti(  les  not  so  hi^li  pi'iced 
to  ]\radai;ascar  and  otlier  far  away  islands  around  the  Cape  of 
(}ood  Hope,  wlicn  tlie  percentage  of  [irolit  ran  u[i  int(!  tlie  hun- 
dreds or  tlie  th(»nsands.  It  was 
(piite  as  had  to  enua.ue  in  this 
e('llusion  with  pii-aies.  and  huy 
their  stolen  ^oods,  as  to  do  the 
business  in  a  more  direct  way; 
but  if  iiu]uiries  were  not  too 
stringently  jiuslied.  ai:ain  no- 
body was  till'  wiser,  and  wealtli 
aeciimuhited  in  tlu'  i)ockets  of 
citizens  and  (jllicials.  Fletcher, 
like  one  or  two  ^o\ernors  of 
other  colonies,  had  not  been 
<|uite  free  from  conni\ance 
with  these  ])ractices.  and  liello- 
nn)nfs  main  mission  was  to 
stop  t  hem. 

\v\  he  himself  came  near  beinu,  compromised  in  tiie  marler, 
enoiiL;li  so  at  h-ast  to  i;ive  his  enemies  a  chance  to  annoy  him. 
lOveryone  has  heard  of  Captain  Kidd;  jM'ople  indeed  ha\'e  liardly 
yet  not  throuiih  loold.ni;'  for  his  hidden  treasures  aloni;  tlie  slior;'.- 
of  Lon^'  Island  and  ( 'oniu'cticnt,  and  he  sran<ls  f(  rth  bef(U-e  the 
ima.ii'ination  as  a  piince  amoiiL;  pirates.  Vet  lie  did  not  start  out 
to  be  such.  He  was  a  respectable  <-a])tain  of  a  lueri  liant  ship; 
a  friend  of  IJobert  Li\  imiston.  Perhaps  the  shi-ewd  acquisil  i\-e 
lord  of  the  manor  knew  more  of  him  than  others,  but  as  su(  h  he 
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reconiiiiciidcd  liim  to  tlio  kiii!^  and  to  L(ir<l  lid IdiikhiI .  IJvin^- 
ston  liiiiisclf,  with  Ilis  \laj<'sty  and  lli'-  carl  and  nui-  (n-  iwn  hkik. 
oxaltcil  pci-sona^cs,  cont  ribiitcd  a  laruc  snni  (tf  nwincv  w  hcri-w  i  i  h 
tlicy  i»i-<»rurc(l  an<l  cqniiijM'd  a  goodly  ship,  wliirh  they  iihitcd 
under  ("ai»tain  Jviihl's  chaiur,  and  whcrcwiih  lie  ■was  to  scdin 
the  seas  in  seaiM  h  of  pirates.  The  t icasiiics  lil;ely  to  Ik-  sccurfd 
b\-  hunting;-  llicsc  dcxils  to  liieir  laiis  wouhl  pay  for  the  invcsi- 
nient,  A\ilh  a  liandsonie  |»rotil  tiiercon. 

In  October,  KiilC),  <  'a[)tain  Kidil  started  on  his  lan<1abh'  mission. 
He  t'aih'd  to  tind  any  pirates  lor  a  wiiolo  year,  and  tlicn  <"a]itaiii 
Ivid<l  ceased  to  l)e  tonnd  himself.  I'.nt  ^radnally  i-erlain  l)ohl 
acts  of  i)iracy  were  trace(l  to  ('iiptain  Kidd.  In  Jnno,  Kl'.i'.).  hi- 
came  to  tlie  surface  ai^ain;  lie  would  *laim  that  the  \'('ssels  hi' 
had  been  accused  of  taking  were  lei;itiniate  ]»rev:  pirates  he  was 
sent  to  catch,  or  I'reiu  h  shi]>s.  He  put  into  Helaware  r>ay,  then 
ap)i>eaT-ed  next  at  Oyster  I'ay  on  Lonu  Island,  at  Pdotdc  Island, 
at  (iardiner's  Island,  where  h(>  bniied  a  pai-t  of  his  ticasui'e. 
Hearin,u  that  r>(dlomont  was  now  uo\-ern(u-  in  these  ]»ai'ts,  he 
sent  a  messaue  to  him  at  r>oston.  It  aupured  well,  it  seemeil 
to  Inm,  that  one  of  the  pai-tuers  in  the  \irtnons  com])act  nmh  r 
which  he  \\cn(  out,  was  like  to  be  his  judm*.  Ilellomont  sent 
"Word  liacl;  that  if  what  he  had  1(dd  him  was  the  truth  he  iniuht 
come  to  IJoston.  He  wcni,  but  could  neither  ]»ro\e  Ins  inuocemc 
nor  bribe  the  uoNcrnor  to  I'ele.ise  him  liy  icvealiuL:.  the  ]dace  of 
the  irnhh'U  treasui-e.  Hidlomonl  sent  Kidd  to  iMiulaud,  ^\■here 
lie  was  liaiiLic*]  in  1  701 . 

The  other  seiions  (harue  against  hdet(lier  was  excessi\e 
lira nt s  (d"  laud  t o  a  (fw  i ml i \  idua Is.  A moni:  his  open  i nsu  ucf  ions 
was  one  ^i\  iuL;  him  peimissiou  lo  dispitse  of  smdi  "  lauds,  tene- 
ments, and  lieredit  a  isH'iit  s as  wer'e  within  the  kinu's  ])ower  to 
bestow,  ami,  with  the  copseul  of  council,  he  mi.uht  Lii-ant  these 
''to  any  Person  or  Persons  for  sncdi  term,  and  under  sn(  h  mo(k 
crate  <)uitt  Pent  ser\  ices  and  aeknow  led i.in.ient s  to  I)e  tlierenpoT! 
reserved  nido  us,  as  you  by  and  with  the  atlvice  aforesaid  shall 
think  titt."    Idetcher  seized  niion  this  item  and  made  it  work 
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l<»  tlic  full  extent  (tf  llic  ;iil\aiil;iL;cs  il  coiild  hriiii;.  Soon  ithoiit 
[(.'U  or  (  w  ol\  ('  of  his  r;i\  (»rit(  s  jiosscsscd  ;il»ont  t  lirrc-l'onii  lis  of  I  he 
;i\;iil;il>lc  l;iinls  of  the  ]>io\i in-c,  iin  ludini;  some  of  tlio  liuiifini; 
grounds  of  t  lie  .Mohaw  ks.  A  f<  \\  details  w  ill  fiii  iiisli  interest  ini; 
i  11  forma  t  i(;n  to  resi<h'ni  s  in  \  a  rions  pa  rl  s  of  I  he  St  a  t^e. 

('(donel  \i(  h(das  Ilayai'd  paid  the  L^oveinoi-  one  liundicd  and 
lift\  pounds  isavSTT)!)!  lor  a  trad  some  thirty  miles  in  length, 
hut  not  otherwise  pre(  is(d\'  delimilod,  on  both  sides  of  the  S(  ho- 
liarie  ('r<'(d;,  coverini;'  ]»ortions  ol'  the  ju-esent  .Montgomery  and 
Srlioharie  counties,  ('ohuie!  IIenr\  IJeekman,  for  about  tifty 
jtouuds,  rereived  a,  urant  of  sixteen  miles  squaic  in  l>ut(diess 
County,  and  one  rest  i  nu,  for  eiLt  hi  ni  des  on  the  1!  udsoii  and  rea(  h- 
iuL;'  tw'i'iity  miles  bat  k  to  ( '(umeet  ieut.  A  ("aptain  l']vans,  of  one 
of  His  .Majesty's  fi-ii;ates,  on  duty  at  the  station  to  \vatrh  smuii- 
^lers  whom  he  did  not  wateli,  b^'came  ]troiiriet<u'  of  ten-itory 
twH'uly  miles  in  breadth  by  foi't y  in  length,  intdudim;  the  south- 
ern part  of  rister  ( 'ounfy,  t  wo-thirds  (d'  ( )ra.ii^e  ( 'onuty.  and  ])ai-t 
of  JIaverslraw,  now  in  lexdvland  ("oimty.  Colonel  ANMlliam 
Smit  h  obt  ained  fifty  iin  les  of  Lo]i^  Island,  then,  in  reeeidly 
(lenoniina te(l  "Nassau.*"  It  simply  gathered  ujt  in  one  lump 
all  the  lands  on  the  island  not  formeidy     patenleil  away. 

I'etei'  S(  liuyler,  I»(Miune  I)e!lius,  ;ind  three  other  ])artners,  (d)- 
tained  a  uraut  of  lifl  \'  miles  of  land  on  the  >b)ha\\  k  Kiver,  r<'a(  h- 
iiiij,  fi'oni  the  ])i-eseiit  .\ m st ( 'I'da u I  to  AN'est  Canada  <'i-e<dc,  in  Her- 
kimer ('ounty.  'I'hen  Domine  1>(  llius  \\-eut  on  and  Ixui^lit  sonu' 
more  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  tw(d\'e  miles  wide  and 
seventy  uiiles  louu,  eoverini^  W'ashinutoii  (\)unty  and  icaidnn^ 
to  A'ermont.  I']ven  at  that  time,  nnim|iroved  as  the  land  was, 
these  ti-acts  wei-e  known  to  be  worth  any\vliei-e  from  tnc  to 
twenty-five  thousand  jiounds.  Most  of  ilieni  paid  about  fiftv 
]»ou!ids.  .\s  soon  as  I'eter  St  huylei-  and  .Major  \\  ess(ds.  of  the 
(•om])an\'  of  tiv<',  und'-rstood  what  this  thinu'  reall\'  meant,  they 
resi^ne(l  thi'ir  shares.  The  ot  hers  (d' a  11  t  hose  meid  ioned  ludd  on 
to  theirs.  Cnder  the  instructions  ^i\-en  to  [.(U'd  r.idlomont,  and 
b\-  \(\  of  the  .\ssend»I\-,  these    ra u t s  were  \acated  and  ma(b' 
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void.    It  (lid         iiii     )Vc  the  Iciiiikt  of  liicsc  inlliiciit  hciKii- 
t-iiirics  ;ii;;iilisl  iuiii.    As  he  ;il  llic  s;iiim-  time  stopped  wilh  ;i 
oi-ous  liaiid  I  lie  "  abuses  o!'  t  rude,"  that  is,  siiuii;nliii.L!,,  wli  i<li  ^a  \  !• 
the  death  Idow  to  pri \a I eeii iiu  of  jiiiacy,  he  dfew  down  on  hiii- 
tile  wratii  (d'  tlie  iiieicliaiit s  also. 

'idle  lifst  Asseiid»ly  iiiidef  I '.elloiiioiil  was  not  a  liap]»_v  ])iodiic 
t  ion.  As  early  as  this  j  lei-iod  in  the  h  isl  ( ny  id'  popii  lar  elec  i  ions, 
int  iniidat  ion  was  alfeady  known.  Ideltdier  had  been  chaise] 
with  scndini;  soldiers  to  the  polls;  r.(d!oiiiont  refused  to  do  aiiy- 
tliinu'  t(»  inleid'ere,  althoniih  it  was  known  a  des]tei'ate  (dloii 
would  Ix'  made  to  iireveni  a  fair  vote,  for  fear  the  l.eisler  ]>art,\ 
niiiilit  return  a  niajoi  ity.  'I'wo  men  were  returiu'd  from  ()raii,u  • 
County,  allliouuli  the  sheriff  confessed  lu'  had  not  aIlowe(l  any 
election  to  take  ])lac<'.  <)( her  count ies  sent  nn-mbers  whose  elec- 
tion was  ('(pially  dis])u1able;  y(d  these  doulitful  delegates  were 
seateil,  and  iid'used  admiitamc  to  two  indisputably  returned. 
Xot  niiK  h  -d(td  could  be  expected  from  sucdi  a  ^■atllerin^.  and 
the  governor  soon  proroi^ued  it.  The  next  Assembly  was  called 
for  ^Maridi,  KID!),  and  the  election  bein.iL;  now  better  conducted, 
no  disputed  members  took  their  seats. 

Uoth  i)arties  made  Herculean  (dTorts  to  influence  the  rural 
voters.  Matthew  Xic(dls,  once  speaker,  stumj»ed  the  counties 
ajiainst  the  L<'islerians,  and  thus  also  a.uainst  the  i^'overnor. 
(lou\-erni  ur  and  ^^'alters,  sous-iiidaw  of  Leisler,  wer(^  just  as 
0]ieri|(dic  (ui  the  other  side.  It  was  no  easy  Avork  in  those  days. 
No  dining  and  slee'piuLi'  in  rullmans  or  ^Va^ilU'rs,  with  s]»eec1ies 
from  rear  platforms.  Xicolls  A\as  fain  often  to  creep  under  a 
iiaystai  k  for  an  abode  dnrini:  the  winter's  nii^ht;  and  ^^'allers 
twice  swam  a  str<'am,  s\\(>lleii  beyond  its  bounds  by  (diokinu 
ice- jams.  The  resit  1 1  was  a  heisleriau  majority;  out  of  twenty -one 
nu'iiibers  they  could  count  on  si.xteeii.  Idie  way  to  the  resfora- 
1  ion  (d'  l.eisler's  re])niatiou  and  estate  was  easy  under  tliese 
(drcumst a nces ;  the  \acatiuL:  <d'  the  m^ants  ami  the  carrying  out 
of  others  n{'  r.ellomont's  instrin  tions  were  likewise  accomplished 
by  this  Assembly. 


THE    EMI'IIM"    STATH    I\    TIIKEK    CKXTURI KS. 


IJkt'  foinuT  ^()\('iii(iis,  r><,'lloiiiiiiit  look  caTc  to  cultiNate 
rii<  ii(ll\-  relations  witli  Ihc  IiMiquois.  At  tlic  end  of  war,  lit' 
sfiif  Sclm  ylcr  amf  I  )<■!  liiis  to  ( 'ana  da  to  iiciiol  iaic  i'nv  an  t'Xcliaiii!,(' 
of  ]»ris(>n<'rs,  and  w  Iicii  I'rtinlfiiac  i-ct'uscd  lo  consider  !iis  Indian 
(•ai»tiv<'s  as  jii-isoners  of  war,  IJelloniont  annoniucMl  to  iiini  :  "If 
it  is  neccssai'v  1  will  arm  e^'('ry  tnan  in  the  provinces  jo  redress 
tlie  injury  y<in  may  perix'trate  a!j,ainst  onr  Indians.    I  will  not 
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sufrcr  lliom  to  bo  insnlted."  Whilo  in  a,uoriit\s  fiom  a  fit  of  fho 
.H'onr,  he  went  u\)  to  Albany  to  enforce  his  threat,  and  to  meet 
Ibe  Iro(jnois  people.  ])nrinL;'  his  administration  an  immense 
tract  of  tiieii-  land  was  uiven  to  the  r.ritish  c]-ow  n,  so  as  to  secni'e 
its  i)rotection,Avliile  the  l^in^-  granted  t  wenty-fivi'  inindi-ed  pounds 
fur  si renut iienin^-  the  forts  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  to 
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build  a  m'W  oiu'  in  the  roniilry  of  the  ( )iioii(la<^as,  the  ci'iitr;!! 
of  t  lie  I  'ivc  Nai  ions. 

Knibit  fci'cd  jiartisans,  <lisa|)i»oiii(fMl  land-grabbers,  iii<T(  Iia nt ^ 
whose  pi'ofils  were  crd  (low  11  tlie  sloppinL:.  of  sninuuIinL;  and 
piraey,  const  ituteil  a  fornii<lal-le  liost  of  ;inlaudnis(s.  It  was  \  ai!i 
tryint;'  (o  i)oison  tli<'  mind  of  the  kin^  auainst  tlie  ^oNciaior;  lini 
slill  the  rn(h'ness  and  n nsrrn pidonsness  of  political  oiiposition 
in  those  days  found  suflicieDi  means  for  making;'  life  miserable. 
r»ellom(nd*s  ai^c  Avas  ai.iainsl  him,  and  the  lax  on  his  nei'ves  did 
not  im}u-o\-e  (he  p)ut.  .\  [teculiarly  se\-ere  attack  prostiated 
liini  in  I'ebi-uary.  1701,  to  w  hi(  h  he  succuiiiIkmI  on  March  T).  His 
remains  Avei-e  buried  in  a  leaden  collin  in  the  ihaiiel  in-t he-fort, 
the  old  I)nt(di  ('liur(di.  In  1T!)(),  when  the  fort  \\as  le\(ded  to 
make  way  for  the  (ioveiaiment  House,  the  cotlin,  bearim;  the 
eai'l's  arms  on  a  lar,i;e  silver  [tlate,  was  remov(Ml  to  St.  Taul's 
ehur(  hyar<l. 

There  had  been  all  alon^-  a  lieutenant -i^ovornor,  John  Xan- 
fan,  a  brothei-  or  cousin  of  l.ady  IWdlonuMd.  lie  was  now  i-ecalled 
from  liarbadoes,  Mliei-e  he  hap]>ened  to  be,  and  he  remained  in 
otVico  until  ^lay,  1702.  beislerian  Ircuddes  kept  connn;.;  to  the 
surface.  It  caused  a  dea<llock  m  city  affairs  in  1701,  ea(di  ]>arry 
claiming,'  the  election,  until  aft er  two  months  t ho  Su])reme  ( 'ourt 
equally  divided  the  wards  between  the  contestants.  Another 
oxf'itinu'  evf'Ut  was  The  trial  for  hi^h  treason  of  Ni(du)las  P.ayard. 
for  utteriuLi'  libels  incitinu  to  sedition.  He  ■was  condemne(l  to 
death  b\-  \-erdict  of  a  jury  on  ]\fai(di  1>,  1702.  Askiu.^'  for  a  re- 
])rieve,  \\hi(di  he  himsidf  had  icfused  to  Leish-r,  he  was  S[)ared 
until  thearri\  al  of  the  next  tiovcuamr,  who  at  onco  rob\isod  him. 

This  act  reveals  the  attitude  of  rxdlonnud's  successor.  It  was 
aiiain  a  jieer  of  the  I'ealm  \v]\n  was  sent  to  j.;'overn  New  York, 
Tfichard  Hyde,  ^'iscould  ("'oi-nl.'ury,  son  of  tln^  Earl  of  Claren(h>n. 
whose  sister  was  the  first  wife  of  James.  Duke  of  ^'orlc,  and  the 
mother  of  Queen  ^lary  ami  (^ueen  Anne.  Thus  Tondturv  \\'as  th<^ 
first  cousin  of  these  (^xalted  p(M'son aires.  rnfcU'tunately  he  stands 
distiniiuislied  in  the  histoi'v  of  New  York  colonv  for  another 


THE  EMi'iijK  STATi;  IN  Tiiiu:!;  cKNTruiKs.  ir);j 

rrasoii :  as  by  fai-  tlu-  worst  tiovcnuir  and  tlic  iiicancst  man 
ihaf  was  tliou^lit  lit  tn  be  Irustcil  with  the  iiiaiia-ciuciif  of 
all'aifs  here.  He  M  as  inibccilc  in  mind,  dissolnh-  and  \  ii  ious  in 
cliai'actcr,  low  and  (lislionoiM b!(>  in  condncl,  s|)iicfiil  ;ind  \i(dt'nt 
in  tcniitcr.  At  the  tnrn  of  affaiis  against  Kinu  Jainos,  whib'  at 
I  lia  I  juiut  nil'  1 1  is  own  da  nub  I  crs  were  of  ncccssit  y  ar  rayed  on  t  bo 
oplt'isin^-  si(b\  Cornbnry  was  unill_\-  of  a  ])(M  nliaily  base  ti'catdi- 
•  ■ry,  cnbanccil  l)y  falscliood  of  tbo  ilicpcst  dye,  and  a  slianiob'ss 
brcacli  of  contidciirc.  I  Ic  w  as  Inintcd  out  <d'  l^nubind  by  a  liost 
of  creditors,"  tbc  ]Kiyin^  of  (b'l)ts  boin^  n  matter  tbal  never  rose 
above  the  fartlu'si  liorizon  of  liis  inteniions. 

Yet  this  ci-eatnri'  A\as  tbe  cousin  of  (Jueen  Mary,  miw  (b'ceased, 
iind  be  was  tin-  i-ousin  of  (^tueen  Anne,  soon  to  Ix'.  TfaN  ini;  foi' 
once  i^iven  a  uood  i^oveinor  to  Xew  ^■orK;,  \^'illiam  now  caitiK'<1 
the  climax  of  I'b^cbei'  and  Slonj^bter  witb  ("oi-nbnry,  win),  in 
the  orde]'  named,  Mas  tbe  wiwst  of  llial  trio,  and  as  Idstory  now 
knows  tbe  woist  <d'  all  tbe  bad  uoveiaiors  under  wbicb  Xew  ^'ork 
was  so  often  made  to  lii-oan.  lie  was  "  by  merit  i-aised  to  tbat 
bad  eminence."  lie  lie^an  bis  career  as  i^ovei  nor  befm-e  be  left 
Ent2,'Iand  by  apjjoint in^  as  secretary  of  tbe  proviih  (>  one  Daniel 
llonan,  "  a  inan  of  notoriously  low  tastes,  a  tboron^b  scamp,  ami 
one  wbo  seems  not  to  ba\"e  possessed  a  sinule  red<'<'minL:,'  trait." 
!t  Mas  so  bad  a  move  tbat  it  drew  foitli  a  i-eprimand  fi-om  tbe 
Lords  of  Trade,  ('orid)ury  piomisiMl  to  dismiss  tbe  o])noxious 
Tlonan,  but  di<l  not  keep  tlie  ])i-onnse.  i-eta.ininL;  bim  to  tbe  end 
of  bis  term.  On  Mar(di  1.",  170l\  ('oi'id)nry  set  sail  foi'  America, 
llis  cousin  b.ad  been  (pieen  scarcely  a  we<d%.,  William  III.  bavinp,- 
di<'d  on  Mai'cb  S. 

arri\ed  at  Xcm-  ^'ork  on  May  o,  and  took  u])  bis  resi(b^nce 
in  tbe  mansion  in  tbe  fort  wiib  Lady  Cornbui-y,  wbo  was  (piite 
wortby  to  be  ber  busband's  mate,  if  tbe  tales  t(dd  by  some 
colonial  ;_;rand mot  bers  ai-e  to  be  believed.  Tbe  fort's  name  M'as 
fortbwitb  (diauLM-d  fi-om  ^\'il]ianl  lleniy  to  Anne,  after  the  rei^ii- 
imj,'  sox'eiciun.  roi'id)ury  was  indm  ted  into  ollu'e  M  itb  tbe  usual 
cerennmies,  and  made  an  ostentatious  avowal  of  sympatby  witb 


154 


THE    E.ALPIIU:    STATE    IX  TITIIEE 


f'EXTT'RIES. 


tijc  ciii'iiiics  of  the  late  ^ovci'ikh-  anil  of  Lrislcr,  sii;naliziiiu  it  \ty 
tlic  iiiuiK'dia  !<■  ami  sum  ma  ry  i  *  lease  of  liayaiil.  Later  in  t  he  \  e;i  i- 
lie  i-eceiveil  from  the  (jueeii  the  a  |  )j  <(  li  lit  men  t  of  i^ovenior  of  Xe\\ 
Jerse_\-,  at  tlie  same  time  tiiat  a  foj-mal  con  li  rmal  ion  was  ma<le  liy 
liei-  nf  his  eommissioii  for  New  \'ork,  i;i.\t'u  first  by  her  jireih'- 
cess(  »r. 

It  was  ati  aw  ful  iiieuhus  on  ilu-  Churc  h  of  I'^nulaml  thai  such 
a  man  as  tliis  sh.ould  have  been  a  bigoted  zealot  in  the  advance- 
ment of  her  interests.  I'let (  lier's  z<'al  in  lu'r  ludialf  was  disas- 
trous enough,  ^^■ithout  the  advocaiy  of  su(di  a  comnuiincant  as 
Coriibury.  Atid,  as  miuht  be  expected,  his  nietliods  (d'  ser\in;j, 
hor  tool;  the  sha])e  of  basest  ingratitude  and  the  uu>si  barefaced 
trea<.diery. 

Scarce  a  numth  after  his  arrival  the  governor,  whose  courai;0 
ill  the  face  of  death  was  none  of  th(»  hiL:,hest,  adjourned  t  lie 
Assi>inbly  w  hich  had  Just  nu't,  and  Ih'd  with  his  family  ami  coun- 
cil to  the  silla^e  of  Jamaica,  on  l.nnu;  Island,  distant  about 
tw(d\'e  miles  fi'om  the  East  Ki\"er.  This  alarm  ^^■as  caused  by 
the  j)resence  of  a  pestilential  fever  in  the  city  of  New  "^'ork. 
"N'illaL'i's  on  Loui;  Ishmd  had  become  reasonably  prosperous,  but 
the  prevail i  11  li'  style  of  farmer's  houses  did  not  afford  spaidous 
accoiunio(lation  Avithin.  It  was  different  with  the  ministei-s' 
manses.  Jamaica  Mas  the  center  of  a  strong  Presbyterian  in- 
terest, w!ii(di  lia<l  s])r^'ad  over  Lon^-  Island  by  means  of  emigra- 
tion direct  h-om  New  ami  Old  Enii'land.  Tliei-e  had  been  services 
of  that  faith  in  certain  places  as  early  as  l(ir)(1,  and  the  (ddest 
Presbyterian  (Minridi  orL^anizetl  in  the  T'niteil  States  dates  from 
1G72,  and  was  located  at  Jamaica.  In  ITtX)  they  had  bnill  their 
second  church,  and  opjiosite  it  stood  the  jiai-sona^e,  a  lari^e  sub- 
stantial building.  The  Ifev.  John  Hubbard  A-ery  courteously 
offered  the  iio\-ernor  the  use  of  this  roomy  hous(\  while  he 
cramped  himself -.ind  family  w  ithin  a  smalh-r  farmhouse  nearby. 

Not  \(n\ix  after  ('ornbury  had  thus  enjoyed  the  fnnts  of  Mr. 
Hubbard's  hos])it  al  i  ty,  the  lattei'  found  himself  confronted  oiu' 
Sunday  aftennKui  with  a  i»eculiar  exj)ressi()n  of  the  j^overnor's 
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itiulc.  Oil  I'ctiiniini;  ti>  tlic  cliurcli  for  the  af'tcriiodii  service, 
he  saw  ill  the  juilpit  an  I'ipiscojjal  clcfuyiiiaii,  and  llir  u()\'<-ni(tr 
and  family  and  (.•ouncil,  and  a  fVw  I'])is(  ((]ia!ian  rfsidonts  oi'  llic 
village  occui»yin,u  t li<-  jx-ws.  'I'iic  hatUed  pastor  made  no  <lishiili- 
aiK'c,  but  conducted  his  own  si'r\  i(  i's  in  an  or(  lianj  (  lose  hy.  It 
was  the  first  iutiuiation  li<-  had  lliat  tlic  civil  arm  liad  indm-icd 
an  l']]»iscopal  lector  into  his  jihicc,  with  a  vestry  duly  apixiinted 
to  adminisfei' t  he  projtei  ty. 

It  only  remained  to  add  the  manse.  Tlie  thanks  of  ('ornlmi'y 
for  tlie  comfort  accorded  him  in  it  were  expressed  by  the  sheriff 
sent  by  him  to  dispossess  tlie  Presbyterians  of  this  also.  Of 
course,  the  rresl)yterians  liad  run  the 
risk  of  just  such  treatmeiii  by  ]ir(tcee(k 
In'j,  on  the  act  of  I'letcdier's  .Vssenibly 
intended  for  establisliing  Kpiscojtal 
(diurtlies  in  establisliinj;  tlieir  own.  It 
was  on  tlie  strenj^th  of  this  that  Corn- 
bury  couM  chiim :  "Tlie  (hurch  and 
parsonai2,('  liavim;  been  built  by  l'ul)lic 
Act,  it  could  Ixdouii'  to  none  but  the 
ChiUHdi  of  ]']n<;land."  And,  therefore, 
also,  was  it  that  liis  base  trea(  hery  was 
applauded  by  men  like  A'esey  of  Xe\\' 
^'o^•k',  that  two  ^o\'ernors  bi-(Ui;Lilit  odium 
ui»on  thenis(dA'es  by  se(d<inu'  to  riuhl  I  his  judicial  robbery,  and 
that  it  was  tweuty-si.\  yeai-s  befoi'e  this  was  tinally  done.  It  had 
lo  be  a  person  of  Cornbui'y's  <'.\([uisite  meanness,  however,  to 
take  advantai;!'  of  a  statute  under  the  circumstances  and  apply 
it  in  t  his  maniK'r. 

The  Indians  were  ue\"er  ([uite  satisfiecl  unless  they  cuuhl  look 
with  their  own  <'yes  ujioii  the  "  t'oi-jcars a\1io  M'ere  succos- 
si\-(dy  sent  over  by  the  ^reat  sacdiems  across  the  waters.  Xo 
exception  could  be  ma<ie  in  the  case  of  Corubury  esjiecially,  as 
it  was  imagined  that  the  Iroquois  were  not  <|uite  so  steady  as 
Usual  in  i  heir  alliance,  since  I'l-emdi  missionaries  had  auain  been 
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auioiiii'  tliciii.  J'>ul  ( 'oi  iilun-y  liad  no  iiiiiid  (o  make  a  |i.'iiiiciii  i.ii 
l»ilm'iiiia;4('  of  il,  (-(((([X'd  up  in  a  "uaslv  sldup,'"  as  Lmil  I;.  11.. 
iiioiit  \\;is  (•(iiilciil  to  ^(1,  udut  ami  all.  A  hill  rcsis  aniun^ 
ai'clii \  ('s  .at  A  1 1  la II \ ,  si  ill  i in  la I'uc  iiuiii'cs  wiia I  w  as  i  he  a  ihmu ii : 
(»!'  li(iiior,  Ix'cr,  .and  wine  ((Hisaincd  n\\  the  wav  nji  the  ii\ci-  In 
the  _L;uv('iinir  and  his  suite,  (d'  wliidi  hoon-citinpaninn  lltmaii 
formed  a  ])ai  t.  Il  was  t|uile  im|>ossil)le  (o  diink  up  all  the  i  nin 
and  beef  c.anied  on  this  expediliou  as  a  lee  to  the  Indians,  (d><- 
that  miuhl  have  disa jijieai'ed  also. 

The  jonniey  to  Alhany  orcnpied  from  July  1  to  duly  r>.  ITni'. 
On  duly  17  the  i;eneral  couticil  of  the  l'i\c  Nations  Indd  a  con- 
ference with  the  i;(i\'eru<ii',  lastini;  six  days.  The  inlerpreiers 
were  the  mayor  (d'  Alhanx.  J'eter  Sidiuyle]',  and  ludxai  Li\im:- 
ston.  Stdniyler  hail  suet  ceded  to  all  t  he  fait  li  .and  affect  ion  w  hit  h 
tlu'  Indians  h;id  l)esto\vetl  upon  <  'urler,  or  ( 'orlear,  dm'  to  his 
dealini^s  of  im-orrnittible  iideurity  and  uinu' peat  halde  trnlhl'uh 
ness  with  thest^  nntntt»i-ed  tddldreii  of  the  forest.  He  went  anions 
them  by  the  name  of  (Jnidta-  I  Kwceder),  w  hit  h  w.as  the  nean'st 
they  conld  u<'t  to  sa>in^  I'eter.  They  iriistetl  him  implicitly,  ami 
as  lie  never  tlecei\"t'd  them  in  ])ri\ate  tir  in  jtnblic  affaiis.  his 
word  was  their  law,  and  what  he  reeommendetl  them  to  do  they 
know  tt)  l»e  for  their  ^tioil. 

A  jterfect  nmlerst a ntliiiL:,  was  reatdieil  when  Stdiv.yler  inter 
pretcd  tt>  them  the  senlinn  nts  td'  motid  will  .and  promises  td'  ]tro- 
teetion  exju-essed  by  Ctiinbiii'V  tm  btdi.ilf  td'  the  (]neen.  on  the 
conditit)!!  of  their  ct)n1inued  friemlshi]»,  and  nd'nsal  to  ald^now■l- 
ed^e  the  laile  id'  t  he  I'ltau  li.  This  t  hey  ]»riunised,  and  ilurinu  .all 
of  "  (Jneen  Anne's  \\'ai-,""  or  the  ''War  of  the  Spanish  Succes- 
sion," as  it  is  kmiwn  in  Iairo])e.  teiniinated  in  171:^  by  the  I'eace 
of  I'trei  ht,  the  intairsioiis  td'  I  he  I'rent  h  and  Indians  of  ("anatla 
never  came  anyw  here  near  th''  settlemeids  on  tht^  Mtdiaw  k  ami 
ujipor  Ilnilson. 

To  offset  the  T'rentdi  missionaries  with  theii-  baleful  political 
influence,  the  .luihorities  of  the  ctdony  stniuht  tt»  ein-onrau'O 
Prtttt^stant  inissionarx'  work  amouL;  the  Indians.    Three  years 


TIIK    K.MI'llIi:    STATH    IX    TllKKK  ("KNTIHIKS. 


157 


before  I'^liot  hi'uaii  liis  laimrs,  .M<'L:a[M)leiisis  and  Weiss,  ol'  tlic 
Alltaiix'  I'utcli  ("liurrh,  had  don*-  (■(itisidci'abic  ( 'lirist  ia  ii  izi  iii; 
work  alniiu  the  .Mdliawlx.  II  bt-iiin  staled  bv  tin-  lrM(|iinis  that 
siiiiie  of  their  iieojib-  had  setth'(l  nearer  tlie  St.  Lawrence  for  tlie 
sake  of  religions  i  nsi  riicl  ion.  tlie  ]iroject  of  niissionai\v  efforts 
w  as  talceii  np  auain  b  v  t  he  1  )nt<h  niinistei's  at  Albany.  l{e\'.  ( iod- 
frev  Deliius  hail  udiie  anions:  them  and  preailied  the  i;(ts])el 
in  their  own  lan^ua^e.  IJe\.  Ueriiai-d  I'reenian,  later  at  I'lat- 
bush,  on  Long  Island,  bei:an  in  1700  a  frnitfii!  mission  among 
the  tribes  suiTonnd  ing  S(  heneetad  v,  of  whith  [ilace  lu'  was 
pastor.  He  leai'ned  tiieir  langnage  and  Iranslaled  into  it  the 
iitnru\"  of  the  l^ntcli  Kefornied  ('hiurh.  and  poi-tions  (d'  tin'  ( )ld 
and  New  Testament,  llis  labors  wei-e  nobly  seconded  at  Albany 
by  the  IJev.  ]Mr.  Leidt,  or  Lydiiis.  In  fact,  one  (tf  the  recent  i)as- 
tors  of  the  cdmrch  of  S(dienectady  (now  the  I'irst  lUdorined 
Chnrch )  states  that  '"in  tifteen  years  after  1 TOL'  tln're  were  re- 
eorde(l  in  the  S(dienectady  (hnrch  thirt\-nine  marriages,  oiu' 
hnnili-e(]  baptisms,  and  fonrlcMi  receiv<'d  as  menil)ers."' 

We  lU'ed  not  rn'ccssarily  suppose  t  hat  ( 'oriduiiy,  mi  his  arrival, 
dissehcd  the  Assembly  then  in  existence,  because  it  had  a  heis- 
lerian  majority.  This  was  usually  the  jiractice  of  newly  arri\('(! 
governors.  At  any  fate  the  next  Assembly  passed  an  act  In- 
vlemidfying  for  losses  susfain<'d  l>y  the  revoluiion  of  1('»SS,  calleil 
the  "  Leisler  Act,"  in  deham  e  of  Cornbury's  opposition.  And 
then  the  go\ernoi-  went  on  to  do  the  b'-st  sei'\ice  imaginable  to 
the  pro\ince,  by  cairying  his  rascality  i(»  su(di  a  lutcdi  as  to  bufy 
all  l.eislerian  and  anti-LeisIerian  paity  ipn'stions  in  the  oiu' 
desire  t  o  sa  ve  t  lie  c(dony  from  such  ollicial  on  I  ragi-s  in  the  f  ut  ure. 
This  nniteil  every  contlicting  interest  in  the  Assembly,  taught 
if  ils  own  strength  as  the  guardian  of  po]iulai'  rights  and  (he 
execuior  of  the  jiopular  w  ill,  a;id  started  it  u])on  a  (  areei'  which 
led  to  niost  nnnnentoiis  I'esult  s  for  the  wlnde  country. 

Thaidcs  to  the  Indian  p(dicy  pursued  foi-  so  many  years  in  New 
York,  there  hai»]>ene(l  to  be  \ery  little  dist  uidiance  i;rowing  out 
of  (Jueen  Anne's  War  at  the  north.    P.tit  at  the  inoutli  of  the 
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Iliidsdii  tiic  pciiplc  were  not  so  free  I'ldiii  alarm,  lor  ihr  ciii'Iun's 
llccts  were  abroad,  and  |)ri\atccis  niiulil  at  anv  nionnMil  cinci 
the  liarlioi-.  'I'licrc  was  jiart  iculai-l  \-  one  "  I'^rcnrh  scare,"  ot'icn 
tallccd  of  attci'ward  aninni,;  tlic  i n !ia hi i ants,  wliidi  was  canscil 
by  the  rumor  that  the  I'rciich  IhM'l  in  tiio  West  Indies  was  alnmi 
to  (dian^e  its  tield  of  o])erations  to  New  ^'ork  ami  the  oiher 
Eniilish  (■oh)nies.  The  Assembly  had  Iieen  generous  to  ( 'oi  n 
bury  before.  It  had  \(ited  a  sum  of  £L\()(M)  as  a  i>ersonal  L^ilt  le 
liim,  to  defray  the  expenses  (d'  his  \(>ya,i;('  out.  It  had  appro 
priatcd  I],S()()  foi-  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  at  the  north,  and 
an  allowanct'  foi'  his  bibulous  ti-ij)  to  Albany.  Now  it  voted 
£1,500  foi-  ereeiini;-  fortitica tions  at  the  Narrows,  and  jdantinu 
battei'ies  alonu  the  1-ast  and  North  Ki\ers.  It  was  thus  a  de- 
liberate lie  whirh  the  uovernor  wrote  down  in  the  leisure  of 
composing  dispati  lies  to  the  Lords  (d'  Trade,  w  hen  he  assni'ed 
tlieni  that  he  mm  h  feared  he  could  not  convince  the  Assenddy 
"  liow  reasonable  a  thinu  it  is  that  they  should  raise  funds  foi- 
the  proN'idini;  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  defense  of  the  conn- 
try/' 

It  needed  only  fraud  to  emlxdlish  this  lie,  and  make  as  perfeci 
a  piece  of  \illany  as  ihe  aninils  of  the  iiolice  coui'ts  can  fui'iiish. 
The  I''i-eji(di  lleet  never  came,  but  on  July  ITOli,  a  pri\ateei- 
was  si,i;h ted  off  Sandy  1  look,  sa id  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the  Heel . 
And  then  in  that  suiueme  moment  of  dauuel"  it  was  fcuind  out 
that  there  were  no  foit ilicat ions  at  the  Narrows,  but  that  the 
noble  lord  luul  utilized  the  ll.oUO  laised  for  that  purjiose  to 
build  him  a  villa  on  <Io\crnor's  Island  in  the  l*.ay.  A  lilth'  more 
investigation  also  showed  that  £1,000  of  the  £1,S(I0  had  been 
diverted  to  his  (»wn  uses. 

1"liis  was  simjdy  intiderable.  ^\'ho  i-ould  lia\'e  sui)posed  they 
were  dealinu  with  a  common  thief  in  the  j,()vernoi'"s  idiair.''  Tim 
Very  (•oun(  il  tnrnei]  auainst  him  and  instituted  instant  in(\isui-es 
for  defense  and  to  secure  funds,  mainly  by  an  ajti^eal  for  volun 
tarj  subscriptions.  The  Assembly  voted  to  apjioint  a  treasure)' 
of  the  ])rovince,  of  th<'ir  own  sidection,  for  "  the  receipt  ami  dis- 
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hiiisiMiicnt  <»f  iiKUicys  llic  Icuislal  urc  iiii^lil   ordo)'  in  be 

r;iis('(l  f'di'  imlilic  i»ur|His(s."'  When  ( "ni'iilniry  .i  pprnlcd  lo  the 
(|ii«'('M,  his  scainlalous  roiiduct  coinpi'IK'd  Ikt  to  side  witli  tlic 
Assembly,  ami  Colonel  Abraham  Do  Peysler  \\as  a])i)oiiited 
t reasiii-er.  Now,  also,  was  abandoned  the  pi-actice  of  votini;' 
subsidies  for  a  number  of  years  at 
once,  to  be  ai>plied  by  the  i;ov- 
ei-nor  at  discretion.  Tin'  Assem- 
bly henceforth  vot(Ml  a  re\-enne 
foi'  only  on(^  year,  and  would  a|> 
])i(i])i-iati'  salaries  oidy  foi-  pei'- 
sons  actually  name(l  in  the  bill. 
Cornbury's  i-ascality  made  possi- 
ble a  "giant's  stride^  foi-\vai'd  for 
the  cause  of  representative  y,(»v- 
ernment. 

The  recall  of  such  a  man  was 
only  a  (]Uestion  of  time.  The 
queen  lieiself  Mas  niortitied  and 
scamlalized  b^-  his  conduct,  and 
the  otlicial  ax  fell  in  Marcdi, 
3T0S,  when  his  successor  \\"as  ap- 
]ioiuted.  No  sooner  was  it  known 
in  New  York  that  he  was  deiios<'t 
than  his  cicditors  combined  ami 
he  was  thrown  into  prison  for 
debt,  whi(  h  only  his  ottice  had  ^^.f  ;^ 
prevented  before.  While  in 
prison  his  father  died,  and  he  be- 
came llarl  of  darendon :  \\  hi(di,  by  tlu^  [XMadiar  laws  of  l'aii;land, 
released  him  frtuu  prison  as  a  [(eei-  of  the  realm.  Thu-^  liberated, 
he  returneil  to  r]n,-l:iml,  his  w  ife  lun  inu  died  at  Xew  York  two 
years  before.  In  ]  7l!."l  he  died  in  l.omlon,  ami  I  he  earldom  became 
e.Ktinct  foi-  bud;  of  heirs.  The  title,  however.  Mas  reviveil  later 
for  the  benefit  of  a  <list;iut  relative. 


THE  DONc;A.N  Cll.VKTKK  SKAL. 


1 


I 


1(50 


Tfii:  i;.Mi'ii;[;  stai!: 


ix  Tiii;i:i:  cKXTruiiis. 


Thus  have  we  icaclicd  t  lie  v.-ar  1  TdS  in  t  he  coiirsr  of  onv  ii;u  i  ;i 
live,  and  lliat  vcar  c:!!!!]!!"!)',^  ilu'  (•cnriii-y  since  KiU'J.  win-n  ihc 
autlu'irlic  Iiisturv  of  discox  crv  and  sell  lenient  tni'  New  \nil, 
Ix'i^ins.  A  ureat  (dianiic  had  cimie  dxci-  tiie  face  of  llie  land  even 
diiiani;  tiiat  tirst  cenlurv.  Then  all  was  |)]Mnie\al  t'oi-esl  sti-eam, 
and  meadow,  wliere  sa\au<'  oi-  harhai-ic  Indians  ^leane(i 
llieii'  ]trecari(ins  sustenance,  or  exercised  tiieii'  rudely  oi'- 
j^aui/.ed  empire.  Now  there  was  a  city  of  four  thousand  souU 
at  the  mouth  of  t  he  Hudson,  \\  ii  h  twn  res[(ectal»h'  (  hurches,  w  it  li 
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streets  hiid  (Uit  in  oiMh'fly  manner,  with  housi^s  of  lu-i(d<  famafully 
oriiat*',  and  here  and  t  here  a  maiisi(ui  of  some  |n  el ensions.  LonLi 
Ishind  was  well  co\-ered  with  prosjieions  towns,  LioNcrned  Ity  the 

uieetiuu  "  of  all  the  pcojile  in  i)Ui-e  democi  at  ic  style.  Scat  tere(l 
jdautations  alonu  the  Iliulson  on  Itoth  si(h's  led  u[i  ufaduall,\'  to 
Kingston,  w  here  auaiii  had  uiowu  up  a  cluster  of  tdwus. 

Passing  a  few  hi^i  manors,  l,i\"inust(Mrs  and  Kensselaer's,  an- 
other city,  of  say  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundi'ed  souls,  was 
encouulered  at  the  ht-ad  <)f  naviyaliou  on  the  Hudson.    Here  at 
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Albiiiiy  w  as  till'  (•('liter  of  tin-  Indian  or  fur  trade,  and  west  w  ard, 
an  (mtpest  of  en  ili/.at  ion  liad  ri>en.  the  village  <il'  Scliniect  ad  \ , 
liavini;  [>er!iai»s  i-eeovered  a  population  <d'  I'tuir  (U'  li\('  hundred 
.<iiice  the  disaster  of  l(ilH).  I'.ut  all  lievond,  west  and  north  and 
siuitli,  there  was  still  tlie  wilderness,  silent  as  to  the  voices  of 
(•i\ili/.ed  activity,  frii;litfnl  at  times  with  the  \\hoo^>  of  frenzied 
sa values  on  t he  warpat  h. 

There  was  much  still  to  be  gained  and  I'et  lainied  in  sjiite  of  the 
^reat  advance  from  the  early  days  of  c(donization,  when  ('\'en 
white  men  lived  in  bark  lints  or  duijouts  on  hill  siiles.  The  next 
centni-y  would  see  a  mut  h  more  i'a])id  de\ clopment,  yet  at  the  end 
of  that,  too,  the  wilderness,  with  its  wild  inhabitants,  woidd  still 
be  in  abundant  e\idi'nce.  It  was  i-eserved  for  the  last  oi'  third 
century  to  overto]>  in  progress  by  an  immeasurable  distance  what 
tlie  two  ])revious  centuries  had  ]»i'oduced  toi^ctlier.  Amon^■  the 
marvels  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  the  marvel  of  the  trausfor- 
luatioTi  (jf  New  York  to  wliat  it  is  to-(biy. 


UViNGSTuX  A  K.MS. 


CHAPTER  YI. 


EAKLV  INTIMATIONS  OF  INI  tEPF.NI  tKNCE. 

KI'^AT  results  and  liiial  issues  ii)  liisturv  arc  apt  to  douii 
nalc  t)Ui-  view  of  the  evi'iits  i)r('e(_'('(liin;  tliciii  and  K-ad- 
ini;  up  to  tlicni.  \\'('  test  and  appreeiate  everytlihiu 
by  its  bearings  on  the  end.  So  in  our  <  'oloiiial  liisloi'v, 
if  the  ('oloiiial  existence  liad  continued  till  now,  there  are  many 
incidents  \\lii(h  would  have  failed  to  attj'act  our  notice,  bui 
which,  beiiii:,  seen  now  in  their  relation  t<»  the  ulliniate  and 
glorious  transformation  in  our  condition,  shine  cons])icuous  and 
are  seizeil  ujion  w  ith  ,ulad  em])hasis  by  the  historian. 

If  we  characterize  the  eii;hte(Mith  ceiitui'y  (the  sin-ond  in 
tlie  history  of  our  State )  as  one  of  de\'elopment,  throui:,h  its  ui  ad- 
ual  occupation  by  civilized  communities;  and  as  the  one  that 
brouuht  I niU'peiMlence — a  Vi'ry  ordinarv  occurrence  becomes  at 
once  strani!(']y  luminous  with  potential  <-onse(|ueiux'S.  \\'ha( 
could  be  moi'e  in  the  way  of  the  expected  than  the  met'tini:,'  be- 
tween a  new"  ucvernor  and  his  pi'o\iii(  ial  assembly?  ^'et  Ban- 
croft says  of  this  occurrence:  ''The  Assembly  which  met  Lord. 
l.o\elace  b"^an  tlie  contest  that  was  never  to  cease  but  with  iu- 
dep'-ndence."  The  intimations  of  what  this  century  was  to  bi'iuLT 
to  New  York  and  its  sistei-  coloni<  s,  made,  thei-efore.  an  I'aily 
a]>pearance,  for  this  event  \onk  ])lace  in  A]>ril,  ITO'.K 

On  March  2S.  ITdS,  John.  Lord  Lo\  elace,  I'.aron  of  ITurley,  was 
a]ip<)inted  by  ()ueen  Anne  to  succeed  her  cousin,  the  iiisu  IT 'I'able 
Lord  Cornbury,  as  ^o\criior  of  .S'<'W  ^'ork.  A\'e  have  already 
spoken  of  the  distant  family  c(tnnection  between  the  former 
flovernor  I'rancis  Lovelace  anil  the  inciimbent  now  under  discus- 
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sioii.  Ik*  was  the  fourth  to  l»ear  the  title  of  Loi-d  Lovchu-c.  As 
his  iiiimctliatc  picdcci'ssor,  the  third  Ilaroii  nf  llurlcv,  had  hrvn 
lirst  amon.i;'  Hk'  [xh'I-s  t<>  hail  the  romin^  nf  William  n{  ()raiiL;t', 
had  siil'i'cri'd  iuiiji-isouincut  in  his  cause,  had  been  lai'.i;ely  iiistrii- 
iiiental  ill  seiuriiiL;  the  nown  foi-  William  and  31ai-\,  and  after 
iheni  for  (Jueen  Anne — tlic  f;i\'or  of  an  aiipoiiitment  to  an  im- 
portant post  in  the  rolonies  was  bnt  a  logical  eonse(jiien(e  in  the 
career  of  his  successor. 

]>ord  Lo\(dace  did  not  start  on  his  voyaL^c  to  New  York  till 
more  than  half  a  year  after  his  api»ointment,  or  in  October,  170S. 
He  was  accomi>anied  l>y  his  wife  and  three  «  hiidren,  all  b(tys  of 
tender  a^c.  The  joni-ney  i)rovod  so  disaureeable  arid  even  peri- 
lous that  his  Lordshij)  formed  a  de(  ide<l  ojiinion,  afterward  oili- 
cially  e\[»ressed,  that  even  sailors  ought  not  to  be  exjtosed  to  llio 
dangers  of  an  ocean  trip  in  the  winter.  No  ship,"  he  ^\•roto, 
"  oii^ht  to  be  sent  hitlier  from  iMiuland  after  Au.uust  at  farthest." 
The  three  slii]»s  com}»osinL;.  the  ex])('dilioii  convevini!;  tlie  i;ov- 
einoi-  to  his  post  encoiintei'ed  a  i;reat  storm  (dT  the  ^'e^\■  ]]n.uiand 
coast,  ^\■hi(dl  separated  the  slii[i  bearinu'  Lovelace  and  his  family 
/roiii  the  otliers,  and  di-ove  it  for  refnuc  far  uj)  into  lluz/.ard's 
l>ay.  She  was  then  fain  to  make  her  way  to  Xew  York  through 
Long  Island  Sound. 

'I'liat  M'inter  stands  recorded  in  Ihiropean  and  American  his- 
tory both  as  particularly  se\'ere,  and  the  passage  of  llell  (late 
was  so  completely  blocked  with  ice  that  the  gd\"ernor  enjoyed 
the  uni(|ue  exiteiaence  of  ending  an  ocean  voyage  at  I'lusliing, 
L.  I.  There  followed  a  not  ton  comfortable  ti'iji  o\('i'laiid  of  more 
than  twenty  miles,  for  tin-  se\-en  miles  of  "  bir<rs-tlighr  distam-e 
Indween  i'lnshing  and  New  Voi-k  had  not  as  yet  been  bi'idged  by 
causeways  and  highways  and  i  ail  ways.  'I'he  course  led  around 
I»y  the  way  of  Jamaica,  through  lii-ooklyn  |  yet  l!reu(dvelen  ) ,  to 
the  feriy.  'idle  ICast  Ki\-er,  ro<i,  was  crosse(l  with  dilliculty  and 
w  ilh  great  risk  to  life  or  health.  The  fatal  effects  u])on  the  dis- 
lingnislied  family  so  painfully  beset  became  ap[)arent  all  to(^ 
soon. 
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Oil  I  )ccciii  licr  is,  ITOS,  Lord  I  .(»\  cliicc  (iiiiilly  l.iiidcd  ;ii  New 
York.  Xdl  1(111^  nl'lci-,  prriinps  ;is  snon  ;is  lie  and  his  laiiiih  lnil 
recovered  Irdiii  ihe  tatiuiie  of  I  his  jiarl  iciilarl  v  Irviiij^  jouiinv, 
a  puldic  l'ece|)t  idil  was  leiidei-ed  liiin,  al  W  liicli  liis  ^|•a(•e|ess 
(lecessor  was  |ircseiil.  It  iiirliidcd  a  ha ii(|ii''t ,  ordeicd  li\  the  ic 
tirinu  uoNcnior  and  the  coiiiicil,  and  we  af<'  almost  lein|)ti(l  in 
b(dieve  that  tliis  ( 'i  ini  l»iii-y  a  rhaiice  to  pei-iiel  rale  a  lliial 

and  peculiarly  mean  piece  of  \  illainy.  As  late  as  I'dnaiary,  1  7  I'J, 
the  cat  ei-er  w  Ik  I  had  lii  in  islied  t  he  rcj^ast  w  as  st  il  1  pet  i  I  ioni  iiu  Hie 
a  ut  horit  ies  f(  ir  his  l»il  1  of  i'  7s. ;  so  that  it  looks  ex  t  I'emely  likely 
that  Cornbiiry  had  ]»ocl;el<'d  the  a  ppro])ria  t  i(  ui,   which  surely 

must  ha\'e  lu'en  immediate- 
l\  mad<'  and  meant  to  lie 
|»aid. 

It  was  with  l<een  interest 
that  the  ]ie(/|)le  must  lia\'e 
reua  rded  t  he  nia  n  w  hu  i-;i  me 
to  silpel'Sede  so  i  li  t  ol  era  1  »le 
a  nuisance  and  disi;i-ace, 
and  t  hey  iiiiist  ha  \  e  Im-cii  es- 
peciall\'  ^ralilied  and  re- 
1  ie\  ed  to  ti  ml  that  his  suc- 
cessor,was  a  man  of  s|iol  less 
re]Milation  and  noble  <  har- 
acter.  "Nature  had  eiidewed  him  wilh  a  iiiaLiistiik  and  amiable 
coiinteiiance,'"  said  Kector  \'esey,  ol'  Trinity  <  'hiin  h.  I  le  w  as  "  a 
uian  of  n  'li  ncnu'iit  and  ed  nca  t  iun,  toe,  ha  \  i  n;Li  ^rad  na  t  ed  from  lie 
iiniNcrsii  \ .  A  man,  once  mere,  (d'  a  kindly  In'arl  and  ^l■eat  <  en 
si(b'ralion  fdi-  (dliers  place(l  in  dil'fereiil  and  lowlier  circum- 
stances.'" 

A  word  may  be  (lc\'oted  to  the  council  that  was  to  assist  l.or;! 
l.ovcdace  in  the  administration  of  ihe  lu-oxince.  ("idoiiel  Peter 
Scliiiyler,  Albany's  first  mayor,  and  the  Indians'  belo\-el 
"  <Juider,"  was  to  be  ])resi(b'nt  of  it.  He  and  Hip  \''aii  ])am.  of 
whom  we  shall  hear  more  anon,  with  tw(»  or  tliric  others,  hail 
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licrii  ( 'oriihiiry's  coiiiu-iloi  s.  'I'lu'cr  new  nicti  wi'i'c  inMrd.  'I'lic 
holidavs  were  allowed  lo  pnss  Ixduic  tlic  hiisiiicss  of  criiiiiciir 
was  taken  up  uihIci'-  tlic  new  «  liicf,  and  tin'  tirsi  nn'ctiiin  uf  ilic 
council  tool;  ]»la(('  on  January  .">,  ITOII.  Tlic  first  ad  was  one  of 
ordinary  occurrcnci'  at  the  lieL'Juiiiiiu  of  a  new  ad  ni  i  nisi  i-a  t  ivin. 
'I'lie  ]>resent  ] )ro\' i lU' ia  1  assenil)I\  was  diss(d\(Ml,  and 'w  rits  issued 
Cor  the  election  of  another  one,  the  idectiou  heinu'  set  I'or 
Mar*  li  10. 

Tlie  Assembly  1  hus  (decte(i  met  at  New  ^'ork  on  April  (J,  1701>. 
On  the  lirst  day  no  business  v.as  done  except  (diosinu  a  speaker, 
and  \\'illiani  Xicolls,  w  ho  had  seined  as  su(  li  I'oi' six  consecutiw 
years  jireviously,  and  was  to  li(dd  the  ])osiiion  for  ten  nnu-e  yeai's 
thereafter,  was  re-elected.  On  the  next  day,  April  7,  after  or- 
i;anizini;'  for  business,  the  Assembly  was  ushere(l  into  the  ]»i-es- 
ence  of  liord  Lo\'(dace  and  his  council,  and  this  was  the  monu-n- 
t(tus  meetini!'  (diaracferized  so  sen leiii iousl \-  by  liancroft.  Why 
did  he  s[>eak  of  it  as  he  does?  dust  how  did  here  and  then  be^in 
tlio  contest  which  was  to  cease  only  with  independence?  What 
was  the  contest? 

It  lay  between  royal  i>rero,L;ative  and  p(»])ular  rights.  It  has 
l)een  related  liow  ('orubiny"s  miscomluct  made  the  jieoph^'s  rep- 
resentati\"es  blo(dc  with  a  tirm  hand  the  api)roa(dies  to  the  public 
Ireasui'V.  They  insisted  upon  Tliems(d\cs  appoiutinu  a  ]»rovin(  ial 
treasurer,  a  ]tri\ ile^e  w  lii'  h  tiie  ([Ueen  f(dl  com]»<dIed  to  i^raut 
»in  account  of  the  dastaidly  conduct  of  ]\<-v  cousin.  Tlie\-  i-eso]\ed 
never  a^ain.  to  \  ()te  a  rex'enue  foi-  a  numlM'i'  of  yeais  at  once.  To 
lltdhniKUit  such  a  urani  had  l>e<Mi  made  for  six  years;  in  171)2  it 
had  been  Voted  foi*  a  1  erm  of  seven  years.  It  had  been  del erm i ned 
and  annoum-e(l  by  the  Assembly  that  Avhen  this  leian  should  ex- 
pire, in  170tl,  they  would  vote  .i  r('\-enue  for  only  oim  year,  and 
subseqneni  ly  continue  to  ir.ake  the  ^rant  annual  oidy.  The  in- 
structions liix'eu  by  ro\al  autlnu-ity  to  Lovelace  wei-e  to  <j;ot  the 
Assembly  to  abandon  that  purpose. 

The  L:i)\'ernor  addressed  rhe  .\ssenibly  in  ;i  courteous  speetdi, 
in  w  hi(  h  he  set  foi-tli  t  he  necessit ies  of  t  he  colony  in  this  time  of 
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WAV,  laiiu'iit iii^;-  the  calaiiuly  of  debt  w  liidi  liud  act  uiiiiilai.  ,1 
recently,  yet  iidint  iui;  out  thai  liberal  dcNiccs  were  in  (inlci-  t,,]- 
tlic  (Icfciisc  of  the  (•(Jiinlry  ami  the  plot cct ion  of  roiiiiiKacc  i.u 
tlif  lii.uli  seas  and  aloni:,  the  coast.  Tlic  liuiiiinL:,  (|Ucsiinii  \\;iv 
touched  u|)on  in  tiie  lollowiiiu  woi-ds:  * "  1  ran  not  in  the  le;isi 
doubt,  _i:,ent  h'lnen,  Itut  that  you  w  ill  raise  the  sann^  re\  ('niie  U,y 
the  same  term  of  years,  for  the  suitiM)it  of  the  liovernment ,  as 
was  raised  by  Act  of  Assendd\'  in  the  elevejith  y<'ar  of  the  rei;^n 
of  the  late  K'wi'j;  William,  of  i;lorious  memory." 

]  f  the  uns|ieakable  ( 'ornbury  had  not  intervened,  no  doid)t  th<' 
Assend)!y  would  ha\'e  done  for  l>o\'elace  what  tlu/y  had  done  for 
his  two  immediate  jiredeeessors.  Lord  John  was  a  ^ood  man, 
ovei'yway  worthy  of  tlu'ir  conli(h'nce.  I'.ut  it  was  now  no  lonuer 
a  (piestion  of  the  man  who  was  ^(»\-eriior.  The  iK'Oi)le  and  iheir 
rij^lit  to  have  a  \  oice  in  the  dis]iosit  ioii  of  the  money  raised  by 
taxation,  had  become  the  suprenu^  consideiat ion.  Therefore  tin- 
Assembly  did  not  acce(h'  to  the  retiuest  so  coui'teously  ]iut  by  the 
kinddiearted  i;()\ernoi*.  They  refused  to  abaiHh)n  their  desi^ll, 
and  voted  a  i-evenue  for  only  one  roar.  [Moreover,  the  sum  was 
not  even  t;i'ante(l  in  the  lumi»;  ea(di  apjuopi-iation  was  to  be 
specilh'ally  deiined  as  to  amount  and  jturpose,  this  feature  In-inu 
nuuh'  to  a])]dy  later  to  the  salaries  of  otiicials.  .Vnd  insensibly 
this  led  to  an  iinasitiu  by  the  legislature  into  tlu'  executive  de- 
partment, for  it  was  to  be  ex]>ecred  that  no  t;rant  of  salary  could 
pass  if  the  Assembly  objected  to  the  indi\idual  A\ho  was  to  be- 
come the  reci]u<'nt.  15y  the  I'efusal  of  the  Assembly  to  comi)ly 
M  ith  this  demand  of  the  ^(^^•el  nor,  or  rather  td'  the  crown  back 
of  him,  the  New  York  Assembly,  doubtless  all  tinconsciousl v. 
had  b(^;4un  the  contest  of  whi*  li  liancroft  sjieaks.  It  is  certain 
that  no  one  then  foresaw  what  it  was  to  en  1  in. 

T.ord  Lo\(dace  was  not  destined  to  re]»eat  his  re(]U(^st,  and  thus 
continue  the  cotitest  in  his  own  ju'ison.  The  uovernor  \\as  ill 
nlien  he  arrived  after  that  dreadfid  journey,  ami  he  was  ill 
Mhen  he  met  tin-  Assend>l\.  Two  of  his  boys  had  <-auuht  dan- 
H'erous  colds,  aiid  the  secomi  boy  died  before  the  end  <d"  April. 
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'I'lic  oldest  hoy,  John,  linurrt'd  ;i  \\\{\c  longer,  I'allin^  a  \  i(  tiui 
Id  t luMlisonse  late  in  .May.  Ucforc  (liar,  on  May  (i,  1701),  exactly  a 
month  after  the  nieelinii,'  of  the  new  Assciiil>|y,  the  (mhii nui iii I y 
was  startleil  hy  the  annoniic<Mnent  that  the  i;(t\ 'Tiioi'  AAas  <l<'a(l. 
it  was  tlie  third  time  a  ,i;(i\ernor  of  New  \'(iik  had  dii'<l  al  his 
post,  but  Sloii'^h) ei'V  demise  could  not  lia\i'  caused  L;reat  re^fel, 
and  even  IJellonionl  was  not  so  uni\eisally  mourned  as  Lord 
I,oV(dace,  whose  gentle  l)eai'iii^  had  aid  agonized  no  one,  and 
whose  illiu'ss  anil  berea\  ement  had  awalciuieil  a  ]»athetic  interest. 
It  was  a  sad  liome-tni'inni;  for  !-ady  Lo\"elace.  The  third  hoy 
only  \\'ent  back  witli  her,  but  he  died  wilhont  issue  in  ITti^s  and 
the  line  of  the  Lo\-elaces  of  Hurley  became  <'xtinct  with  him. 

The  sudden  death  (d'  the  governor  threw  the  chi(d'  direction  of 
affairs  f(tr  a  little  while  one*'  mor«'  into  the  hands  of  Kichard 
Ini;oldsby,  u])on  ^\'hom  this  duty  had  devolved  on  th<'  death  of 
Slon,uhter  in  1(i!>l.  He  had  l»een  made  lieutenaut-;j,(ivernor  under 
Coridjury  in  lit':!,  when  tlie  hitler's  jurisdi(dion  was  extended 
over  New  Jersey.  Evidently  he  _t;ave  little  satisfaction  to  the 
antliorities  at  honu\  for  in  ITOti  the  Lords  of  I'rade  ])revailed 
upon  the  (jUeen  to  revoke  his  coinn\ission.  Tn  sonn-  unexpl. lined 
manner  the  orfb-r-to  that  elYect  did  not  reacdi  America,  and  henc(^ 
at  L(»rd  Lovelace's  death  In^oldsby  was  still  virtually  lieuti'iiant- 
^'overnor.  In  S?epteuib(n'.  170!),  the  <jueen  reneu'ed  the  revoca- 
tion, ho^\•e^'el',  and  it  reached  In^ohlsby  this  time.  Thereupon 
Dr.  (lerardus  Lieekiiian  became  act inu-i;overuor,  he  beini;-  senioi- 
coinudloi-  and  [)resi(h'nt  of  the  council  in  the  absence^  (d  Peter 
i^chuyler,  but  on  the  latter's  return  he  became  for  the  time  beinu 
chief  map,istrate.  The  interrei;num  lasted  until  the  siimmei-  of 
1710,  ^\  h"n  the  n(^xt  <^()vei-nor  arriveiL 

This  was  Brigadier-*  Jenei-a!  lloberl  Hunter,  an  interesting' 
liersonality  in  many  iKirticulars.  He  was  allied  to  the  noldlity 
of  St-otlamL  the  Hunleis  of  Hunterston  in  .\yrshii'e.  Put  beinc; 
a  younuer  son  of  a  fourth  son  of  tin'  lieir  to  the  manorial 
f^states,  he  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  ami  be^an  the  strui;- 
i;le  liuiiibly  enoui^h  as  appi-entice  to  an  ap(»t In^cary.    This  was 
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Imrdly  a  (■(uiuciiinl  sphere  fnv  so  bi-i^lit  a  spiiMl,  and  lie  soon  is 
fomul  in  the  army  tii^htiiiL;  uinlei'  W  illiam  111.  and  .MarlhoimiL:!! 
on  tlie  f'amnns  hatt  lefudds  of  lleluiiim. 

His  mental  abilities  were  of  the  lirst  order,  (or  althouuh  he 
appears  to  lia\e  liail  no  nni\"ersit y  educal'ion,  he  possessed  liier- 
ai-y  tastes  and  ]Mi\\-eis  whitdi  made  him  the  intimate  friend  of 
Swift  and  Addison.  Jlis  rapacity  ami  address  in  the  niilitar\- 
profession  must  also  haxc  been  considei'able,  as  he  ros<'  to  the 
rank  of  briuadier-^eneral  in  the  I'.rilisli  ai-my.  His  i;i-ai-es  of 
person  and  (diarm  of  manner  won  him  the  hand  <d'  an  heiress  in 
her  own  ri^ht,  aiiil  the  widow  of  a  ])eer,  l.a<ly  Hay,  whose  de- 
ceased hnsltand  was  Lord  John  Hay,  second  son  of  the  Mai'<|nis 
of  Twoedalo.    He  was  now  well  on  the  way  of  ]»ronn)tion  in  civil 

I)!)sts,  ami  in  1707  he  was  ai»p<>inted  lien- 
t(-nant-jj,(ivernor  of  A'irginia.  Seeminuly 
ill  fortune  at  last  overtook  him,  for  on  his 
A\  ay  to  America  he  was  caiitured  by  a 
I'rencdi  man-of-war,  detained  as  a  ])risoTn'r 
in  I'rance,  ami  never  reached  Virginia  at 
all. 

I>ut  the  bad  hn  k  was  only  soemin!^:  he 
was  back  in  lOiiL'land  by  an  <'.V(  han.u<'  of  jn  isoners  when  the  news 
of  Lord  Lovidace's  ileal  h  reached  there,  and  he  w  as  at  once  ap- 
pointeil  to  succe<-d  him  as  (  b)\  ernor  of  New  York  and  Xew  dersey. 
He  so'ved  for  lune  years,  a  longer  pei  icxl  t  han  that  of  any  one  be- 
fore him.  He  maintained  the  contest  with  the  Assembly  loyally 
for  tin'  crown,  bnt  he  was  a  man  of  liberal  \  iews,  and  picdictc^l 
that  while  the  colonies  were  then  '"infants  at  their  nndhers" 
breasts,"  yet  that  as  snch  they  w<»nld  ■•wean  thems(dves  when 
t  hey  Itecame  (d'  au<'.'"  .\  I !  hon  uh  a  t  rue  siai  of  t  he  I^n.ulish  <  'h  ur(  h, 
he  was  too  bi-oad  in  his  sympnlhies  to  blind  himstdf  to  injustice, 
and  he  drew  down  upon  his  head  nnn  li  clerical  vii  njierat  ion  foi' 
liis  elTorts  to  ad  jnsi  the  inioiiitons  perfidy  w  hereby  the  Jam  iicM 
Presbyleiia ns  had  lost  theii-  |)r()]ierty  to  the  I'ljiiscopal  (Mmtch. 
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ll  was  not  till  the  days  of  his  successor,  however,  that  the  jnoj)- 
erty  was  r<'s(ortMl. 

I  lis  instructions  conveye<l  extraordinary  jtowers  to  the  new 
L^overnor.  The  "War  of  tiie  Spanish  sncc<'ssi(tn,"  or  "  (^)ueen 
Anne's  \\'ar,""  was  still  ra\•aL;in^  Ijirnix'  and  America,  and  llnn- 
ter  A\as  enipowei-ed  to  h-\y  and  ninhilize  the  nnlitia  ol'  iiis  two 
j»r(i\  itH'es  at  his  discretion.  (  N .ni inissii >ns  for  privateeriuL;'  to 
(  a|»iains  of  ships  nii^ht  ])roceed  from  hini;  and  he  could  build  as 
many  "forts,  jdatforms,  castles,  and  fort  itical  ions as  seemed 
necessary  to  him.  The  instructions  also  named  his  council,  and 
we  aiiain  ri'cogni/.e  names  before  familiar,  and  others  (d'  later 
l)i(iminence — I'eter  S(liuyl<-i',  K(d)ert  Walters,  <ierardus  r.eek- 
man,  Kip  Xixu  Dam,  ('aleb  lleathcote,  Abraham  De  J'eysler, 
l)a\  id  Provoost,  ami  a  few  im»re. 

Tlie  event  that  marks  (ioveriior  Hunter's  term  as  one  of  pre- 
eminent importance  and  interest,  \\"as  the  arri\al  with  him  of  a 
lari;e  number  of  (ieianan  emigrants,  the  advam-e  sw<'ll  <d'  that 
mit;hty  \\'aAe  of  immii^rat ion  which  was  to  mean  so  nun-h  for  the 
State  and  the  rnioti  in  the  following'  century.  \\'ith  (lovernor 
Hunter  arrived  no  less  than  three  thousand,  who  had  been  ])r(^- 
ceded  by  about  tifty-six  s(nils  \\  ho  came  over  with  (Joveruor  Love- 
lace. 

Tliese  peojde  all  came  from  the  section  of  (ieiinany  called  the 
Palatinate,  or  the  Pfalz,  extending  for  some  distam-e  alon^  the 
llhine  and  embracing:  the  \alley  (d'  the  Xeckar  and  the  Phndc 
I'^orest  on  the  east  of  the  Kliine,  its  cajiital  city  beim;-  Heididber^, 
with  its  famous  "Castle,"  the  Alhambra  of  (Jermany.  Se\-eral 
tinms  since  1(174  l.ouis  Xi\'.  had  sent  de\astat  ini;  hosts  (hrouuh 
this  territory,  but  in  KISS  he  capjK'd  the  (dimax  by  sendinu  an 
army  of  one  httndre(l  thousand  uk'H  into  the  jiroN  ince  with  tin* 
ileliberate  purpose  of  re(lncinu  it  to  utt<'r  rnin.  .\fier  the  Pevo- 
cation  of  the  Indict  of  Xantes,  in  l()Sr>,  depi'iviuL;  the  Protestants 
of  I'rance  of  their  ri^lit  to  exercise  their  r(diuion,  the  I'dector 
Palatine  had  widcomed  thousands  of  refnufes,  and  the  (iraml 
.Moii;ir(  h,  who  was  onl\  i;t'eat  in  nam(\  while  very  petty  in  soul, 
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and  whn  Un-  this  act  slimild  be  styled  I'atlHM-  tlic  <li'aiid  .Mi»iist<-|'. 
dctcriiiiiUMi  \(>  ]niiiisli  tlic  ( ici  iiiaii  priiic*'  foi-  his  huiiiaiiil  \ .  I'tniy 
cities  and  iiniuiiieiahh  -  \  iliaues  w  ere  laid  in  as  lies,  and  I  he  lom  jsi 
to-day  still  looks  upon  the  i-esiilts  of  the  deeds  th<'n  iMTjiel  rai<Ml 
in  the  rnins  of  Ileid(dl)ei-Li  Castle.  'ITie  eounti-y  disti-icts  were 
lik<'\\"ise  swept  lt\  iheliesoni  ol' dest  laict  ion,  not  a  honiesi  ead,  oi- 
fai'inyaid,  of  \  ineyard  heiiiL:,  spai-e(l,  Init  all  i;i\'en  a  prey  to  the 
flames. 

All  Europe  w  as  ovei  rnn  w  it  h  the  fuuitives  I'roni  this  diaholical 
venLieance,  and  when  the  "  War  of  the  Spanish  Snceession  ar- 
i'a\(Ml  l]nuland  at  the  head  of  an  alliance  against  I'rance,  natnr- 
ally  many  oi  the  ralatiiies  looked  for  aid  toward  that  country. 
The  vast  nuocciipie(l  reuions  of  tield  and  forest  in  its  American 
colonies,  ready  to  yield  rich  returns  by  cultivation,  olTeied  an 
()]>])ortuiuty  foi-  disposing  of  tlies''  worthy  mendicants  in  a  man- 
nei-  lik(d\  to  l»e  jirotitahle.  both  for  ihem  and  for  the  molhei- 
c(nintry.  It  was  re[>i'esi'nted  to  the  (|ueen  that  nndtilmles  of 
them  could  be  set  at  work  in  New  York  pro\  ince  alone,  mannfac- 
Iririni^-  "naval  stores."  (Jenei-al  Ilnntcr,  while  yet  in  lln.uland. 
in  a  memorial  to  t  he  (jueen  on  1  he  subject,  said  :  "  Your  .Majesty 
imi^orts  four  thousand  seven  lnindre(l  barrtds  of  tar  yearly  from 
the  r>altic  states.  It  has  l)een  fouml  in  A nn^rica  that  one  man  can 
make  si.K  tuns  of  stores  per  year;  and  several  woidcinu'  to,U''thei- 
coidd  make  (hciible  that  in  ]iroi»oi  t  ion.  AYe  suppose  that  six  huir 
dred  men  employe(l  ii!  it  w  ill  pioduce  seven  thousand  tuns  a  year, 
whi(di,  if  more  than  yoni-  ;Maje.><|y  needs,  could  b<'  in-olitably  em- 
l)loyed  in  trade  with  S]»ain  and  Portui;al." 

This  was  a  neat,  business  like  calculati<ui  which  mi^lit  well 
stimulate  those  already  (diaritaidy  disposed  toward  the  nnhapi>y 
Palatines.  They  readily  auTced  to  beinii  t raiis[)oi-ted  to  America, 
to  settle  on  lands  assi^i<ed  them,  and  to  work  at  pi'odueini;  naval 
stores.  The  uoNcrnmeiit,  for  its  part  of  the  contract,  ]»romise(l 
to  furnish  them  free  transjiortation  to  Xe^\"  York,  to  subsist  them 
for  oiH' year,  to  uiNcfhem  seeds  and  im[)lemetits  for  aL^ricuI f  ur;i  1 
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Itui'IMtscs,  for  all  of  which  ihc  iia\al  stores  wcw  to  jiay,  after 
which  forty  acres  of  hind  would  I»e  granted  to  <'ach  family. 

N\'heu  (ieiieral  Hinder  was  icady  ro  sail  to  New  ^'ork.  three 
thi»iisaiid  (d'  the  ralatiiies  were  sent  out  to  accompany  him,  the 
expedition  riMinirini;  ten  vessels  to  coii\ey  them.  l)isastei'  still 
jUirsiuMl  the  unfoi't  unates,  who  had  ali'cady  draid;  so  deeidy  of 
the  cHi»  (d'  ni isfortuni".  Scarcely  had  the  fleet  stai  t<'d  \\  hen  a 
tremendous  storm  came  do\\ii  upon  it,  scattei-in^  the  ships  and 
coni]»(dlinii  one  to  return.  The  \  (»yat;e  was  greatly  jtrolon^cd  by 
continuous  bad  wearhei-,  and  a  disease  bioke  out  anKUiL:,'  the 
crowded  passeJi^ei'S,  to  Mluidi  nearly  1i\e  hundred  f(dl  \  ictims 
and  were  consii;'ned  to  Avatei-y 
!i;i-a\('S  in  mid-ocean.  At  last,  in 
-hine,  171(1,  most  of  the  lleet  en- 
tered New  ^'oi'k  harbor.  l>nt 
never  before  had  so  larui^  and 
sndden  an  inllux  of  imnii^i-ation 
api)eared  there  before.  ITeic  were 
nearly  three  thousand  i»ersons, 
and  tlie  whole  ])optdation  of  >s"<'W 
York  City  was  only  twice  that, 
'i'he  i-nniors  of  the  fatal  disease 
also  alarmed  magistrates  and 
citi/j'ns.  lience  they  refused  to 
allow  the  po(U*,  cramped  cieatures  to  land  from  their  tloatinjji,' 
])est  houses  until  (|uarters  had  been  hastily  hammered  together 
on  rjovernor's  Island,  and  liere  the  Palatines  abode  uidil  they 
conbl  be  distributed  anions;  the  lands  assigned  to  them. 

In  following-  thai  distribution  we  at  the  same  time  trace  tlie 
story  of  the  beuinnin^  of  setllement  for  se\-ei'al  parts  of  New 
^'ork  State  that  had  hitheiio  remained  a  ]>ristine  \\ildern<'ss. 
As  lias  already  been  seen,  there  \\-ere  ij,i-eat  lea]is  o\-er  unoccupied 
territory  all  alon^  t  he  Hudson,  between  Xew  York  and  Kinuston, 
and  Kini;ston  and  Albany,  while  A\est  of  Schenectady  no  white 
setlleiuenis  had  b<'en  establislie(l.    '\\'e  shall  now  behohl  these 
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>;;>[>s  lilliiiL;  up  niid  tlic  tirsi  me  iiiailc  info  the  ;j,r(';if  west ci  n 

territory  strclt  liinu  ;iI<iiil;  tlif  .Mdliaw  k  and  Im-vuikI.  ( 'rccjiin-. 
up  slowly  aloiii;  llic  llii«ls;iii,  we  HikI  palcnis  L;ranlf(l  ami  sciil  ■ 
iiu'iit  made,  ami  a  touiisliip  oi^aaiziMl  at  ( )raiii;('to\\  n,  al  Ih' 
southern  cxti'emily  of  h'ockland,  hnl  tri<-n  Orange  ("ounty,  in  ihc 
year  KlStj.  A  linuuciiol  of  snlt.<l a mc  had  ai'|uired  a  iiali  iil  of 
the  rei^ion  al»o\  o  t  his,  inrlndinu  1  laxcrst ra  w.  t  wenty  years  Ixdoic. 
and  it  became  a  sjiot  for  the  placinu,-  of  r<'fuL!,-ees  from  icliL^ion^ 
}>erseeut ion  in  I'ranci'. 

a  Ihiunenoi.  l.ouis  I'.ois,  settled  at  Kinuston,  having- 
]»enetrated  into  the  cnnntry  of  the  ^^'alkill  Kivcr  south  of  Ilia! 
towu  in  ]>ursuil  of  Indians  who  had  raplureil  his  wife,  llo  not 
only  reco\('red  her,  but  was  so  pleased  with  the  district  that  la- 
induced  a  number  of  fellow  Hu^U(  nols  to  tak<'  out  a  jiatcnl  bn- 
thirty-six  thmisaud  acres;  and  twehc  ud(»d  men  and  true  thus 
cauu'  to  found,  in  1(177.  the  town  of  Ne^^■  Talt/;.  It  was  so 
named  in  i^rateful  renienibr.iuce  of  the  Palatinate  where  they 
had  first  found  refuse  from  ])ersecut  ion.  -Vml,  curiously  enough, 
DOW  cauH'  as  ueiuhbors  ]»eople  fr(;ui  that  very  country  whose 
inisfortuiu.'S  lia<l  conu'  u]>on  (hem  for  doiui;-  ^ood  to  the  com- 
jiati'iols  of  the  settlers  at  New  I 'a  It/,.  I'or  the  fifty  or  im»re  I'ala- 
tiues  who  had  come  over  as  an  advaiice  i^uanl  with  (b>\crmu- 
L()V(dace  in  170S.  were  lii^■eu  a  ni-ant  (d'  land  of  over  two  thou- 
sand aci-es,  now  covered  l)y  the  city  of  Xewburiih,  where  they 
settled  in  17()!t. 

The  laiuf  accession  of  Palatines  A\ho  caun-  over  iu  171b,  \\'ere 
l>laced,  in  pai-t,  upon  ex t <'usi ve  tracts  of  land  bot h  on  the  east  and 
A\'est  sides  of  the  Iluds(Ui  lii\"er  ab(-^•e  the  latitude  of  Kingston. 
Those  (ui  the  east  side,  ^^•hose  site  A\a.'-  loti^-  called  ('amp. 
aud  the  hisloi'v  of  whose  settlement  is  preser\'e(l  in  tin'  nanu'  of 
(b'rinantown  to-(lay,  occupied  jiai't  id'  the  mamirial  lauds  of 
llobert  I,ivim;stou,  \\  hose  "  ac'piisiti\  (M!ess  saw  a  i^ood  (  liauce 
for  oxen  ise  in  victualinu  ami  further  exiiloitiuu'  the  iu'wc( uiiers, 
AN'liile  they  made  their  "mual  stores."    The  I'eiiion  whi(di  the 
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i'iil.il  iiics  (irciijiicd  jiikI  (IcncIujmmI  oi;  tlic  wcsl  .side  is  still  iiuirkcd 
Itv  t  he  iiaiiK'  of  W'csl  ( "niiip. 

ll  was  to  be  «'\|MTt('(l  that  when  oiii-c  in  ilic  wildiTucss,  rc- 
uiovcd  fl'oiii  the  <'\i'S  of  tlic  aut  lioi'it  ics.  there  shoiihl  he  fouinl 
(iHicials  A\  ho  fell  no  oihei-  iiitei-est  in  these  nnforl  unates  than  to 
make  them  minister  lo  theii-  i^reed.  These  soon  rednred  iheiii  to 
actual  \\'an*  and  misery  by  faiiin.u  to  snjiply  them  with  I  he  pi'om- 
ised  subsistenee  fo]-  their  families,  or  \\  it  h  i)ayment  for  t  heir  serv- 
ices. A  comjKiny  of  nu  n  emjdoyed  for  narrison  duty  a  I  Albany 
and  S(dienoct;idy,  ha\inii  been  discharnc(l  \\ith(»ut  jiay,  in  des- 
;)eralion  maib'  their  A\ay  to  Sidioharie  Creek,  where  the  Indians 
L;a\'e  them  lands.  In  tift<'en  days  i  hey  (deai'ed  a  passable  )-oad 
from  Schenectady  some  fifteen  nnles  loni;.  and  in  this  manner 
tifty  families  came  To  take  up  llieii-  abode  hert'  in  171.'!,  at  a  spot 
about  twenty  miles  from  the  junction  of  Schoharie  Creek  with 
t  he  M(dK!\\  k. 

As  we  }iroce<>d  \\-esrward  alonu'  the  lattei-  liver,  we  shall  come 
to-day  to  a  place  called  Talaiine  llrid^e,  reminding  us  of  who 
came  liei-e  first  to  settle.  ScAcral  small  c(douies  of  tin'  Palatines 
.ure\\'  up  through  the  valley.  In  172-j  they  founded  Stone  Arabia, 
and  i^dinu  s'^111  farther  west  beyond  the  ro(dcy  fastnesses  of  Litth,- 
I'^alls,  they  settled  at  (Jerman  Mats  in  17l.'I,  ami  thus  the  out- 
])osts  of  civili'/.al  i<in  had  ci  ejU  uji  nearly  to  the  i>r<'sent  city  of 
f'tica.  The  dilliculties  they  encoiinti'red  in  tliis  pi(Mieer  \\"ork 
Were  ureat.  The  ]»ublic  road  ( a  mere  apolouy  for  sm  h  an  institu- 
tion at  best  )  ended  one  mile  beyond  the  jneseiit  I'onda  as  late 
as  1  riMl.  The  nearest  ;^rist  mill  for  the  comcniem-e  of  the  people 
of  St(Uie  Arabia  and  (lernian  Idats  was  ai  a  spot  about  1w<dve 
miles  west  (d'  Schenectady.  .\s  the  farthest  western  settlement 
was  made  under  the  administration  of  Hunter's  successor,  it 
was  called  r.utuet sti(dd  foi-  a  time,  but  now  ii  bears  the  name 
that  more  jierl  ineiit  ly  tells  the  snu/y  of  its  tirst  occupati(ui.  To 
affoiMl  these  darin'4  pioneers  some  ]»rotect  iiui  aiiainst  always 
threatening-  assaults  frmu  l"ren(di  and  Indians,  blm  khoiises,  sur- 
rounded 1)y  palisades,  were  built  at  intervals  alouLi,  the  Mohawk', 
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and  V\)vt  lluntci',  still  (U'si_i;natiii^  a  villajL^c  i\i  tlic  mmnli  (ir 
Scholiai-ic  Creek,  datt's  from  the  year  1712,  and  coniniennirates 
the  i^<«\-ern()r  of  that  day. 

It  seems  wearisome  to  turn  to  tlie  annals  of  w  ar  w  Iumi  tlic 
annals  of  ]»eare  are  so  niurh  nioi'e  interest  in  l;.  ^'et  are  tie-  rormci 
so  mn(di  more  abundant  because  it  has  been  for  so  h)n.i;  a 
time  tlie  habit  of  liistory  to  eoncentrate  its  attention  n|M)ii  caiiiiis 
and  li'overnments.  I'atlier  tlian  upon  tlie  homes  and  hal)its  and 
doings  ()['  tlie  jieople.  ^^■e  can  not,  howevei",  even  with  the  new 
and  better  historical  ]>urii(»se  in  vo.^ue  in  these  later  days,  (|uite 
nejileet  the  (dass  of  <_'\ents  which  the  annals  of  war  scatter  so 
lavishly  ovei'  their  jiaucs.  And  military  history  claims  sonn- 
attention  in  nairatinu  the  pro^iess  of  New  ^'ork. 

As  has  been  state(l,  all  through  the  adunnistration  of  Corn- 
bury,  and  still  tlij-ouuh  the  earlier  years  of  Hunter,  there  ra^i-d 
in  l']ui'o]»e  the  *' ^^'ar  of  the  Spanisli  Snect-ssion."  Louis  Xl\'. 
Avanted  to  place  n]ion  the  throiu-  c.f  S[)ain  a  scion  of  his  own 
house  of  T.ourboii,  and  nearly  all  the  rest  of  Enroix-  was  allied 
ajL;ainst  him  to  pn-vent  it.  It  \\as  duriui;-  this  war  that  the  Duke 
of  Mai'lborou^li  won  his  undying  ,i;lery,  and  to  the  sni-prise  of  all 
the  woild  l>eat  I'rance's  greatest  generals  on  the  famous  tields  of 
Pdenlieini,  ]\Ialpla<pn't,  and  Oudeuarde.  The  only  wa,\'  to  'j;rt  at 
France  in  America  was  to  imade  and  seize  Canada,  whence 
armies  attended  b\  lioi-des  of  savages  came  foith  re[)eatedly  to 
do  deeds  nnki)own  of  iu  civilized  waifare.  >,'e\v  Yoi'k  had  not 
for^(ltten  the  horrors  of  Schenectady  in  KilM).  \ew  ]^n.i;laiid  was 
thrilled  once  a  II d  a  L;ain  by  such  massacres  as  t  hose  of  1  )eerticld  in 
1704,  and  of  l!a\-eilnll  in  170S;  and  no  part  of  the  frontiers  was 
safe  fi'om  like  incuisions  at  any  tinu'. 

It  was  easy  to  enlist  t  he  ]ieople  of  New  Yo!  k  and  New  laiuland 
in  a  campaign  aijainst  ( 'anada.  ^^'e  hav<,'  nu'iit  ioncd  t  he  alxu't  ive 
effort  to  oruani/.e  an  ex]»edition  for  its  invasion  in  T.eisler's  time. 
Yet  there  was  cIloll^h  d(Uie  to  entitle  it  to  be  called  the  first 
Canadian  campaiuu.  The  sec(unl  was  to  have  be(Ui  umlei-takeu 
nndei-  Lord  Lo\elace.    Tie  was  infornn^d  jnsf  before  his  death 
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tliiil  t  lie  i;<)\»'rniii('ii  t  in  ICuulaml  \\;is  til  I  itii:,' mil  an  cxlciisix  r  cx- 
])c(litii)ii.  ("oldiicl  Saiinicl  \'<'|(  li  was  lo  oi-naiii/i'  ilu'  Aiiiciicau 
cihI  of  it,  and  the  unvcrnors  of  \cw  \'orlc,  New  .Iciscv,  New  I'^uy,- 
land,  Kliodr  Island,  and  I\'nnsyi\  ania  were  lo  co-oiK'i-atc  wil  li  liini 
in  raisin^'  levies  of  men  and  prociu-inu  sni»i»lies  from  tlie  ic^isla- 
tnres.  Lord  Lovelace  died  before  ( "oli  >nel  N'ettli  ari'i*ved,  hiil  the 
work  \\('U{  on  under  Lieutenant-^  iovei'uor  I n^oldsbv. 

( 'oiisidera l»le  op]»osition  w  as  (le\clo]K'd  in  the  I'eiinsylvania 
and  New  Jersey  Assemblies,  Iieeanse  of  file  iti-e\alent  (^Miaker 
elenienf.  ]>nt  the  New 
\'ork  leuislat  lire  [)ledmMl 
its(df  to  raise  ten  Ihoii- 
sand  pounds,  and  early  in 
the  summer  of  1701)  its 
<-ont indent  of  mililia  was 
a  1  r  e  a  d  y  on  t  he  w  ay. 
Indeed,  w"hate\er  som(« 
leL;islal  ui-es  mii;ht  (h»,  the 
peoph'  evei-ywlierc  rose 
(II  iiKissc^  and  P.aiici'off  as- 
sures us  that  at  one  time 
•  luring  the  war  one-tifth 
of  the  entire  jiopulatiou 
able  to  ejirry  arms  was  en- 
listed, tired  with  an  inex- 
I  in.iiuishable  "  ^\•il  lini;iiess  to  exterminate  t  he  iiati\es/' 

Tlu'  [)Ian  of  eam]>aiuii,  as  detailed  in  l^nuland,  was  to  consist 
of  a  na\al  attack  on  <^Miebec  and  a  land  alta(d(  on  .Monti-eal.  A 
s(iuadi(m  of  ships,  carrying:,'  ji\'e  regiments  of  remilars,  was  to 
sia'i  t  from  l']ni;land  and  be  in  r>oston  by  ihe  middle  of  .May,  170!>, 
w  hence,  re-enforced  by  tweh'e  liundre(l  men  (d'  New  V(U'k,  it  was 
to  sail  for  Ihe  St.  Law  rem-e.  The  land  expedition  was  to  number 
fifteen  hundred  men,  who  wert-  to  rendezvous  at  Albany  and  !j,<> 
lip  the  old  way,  per  Hudson  an<l  ('liamplain  valleys.  The  i  liief 
c(uumand  of  this  part  of  the  enterprise  was  to  be  i^iven  to  (  '(donel 
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J'^raiicis  XielKilsiiii,  w  lio  li;i<l  liiii  ricill  \  Id  i  his  jtosi  in  Xc\\  Wii  K 
twciitv  y<'ai-s  at   the  iiinisiii^  iiiHlcr  l.cisici-.  ('u|..ii,-i 

\'('tch  was  to  his  sccoikI  in  ((HiiiiiaiKl,  and  his  sci  \i(  (  s  wci,- 
valuable  hccansc  df  his  raiiiilianl  v  wilh  lln-  coiuili-y  to  he 
crsrd.  lie  iiad  been  a  rcsidciil  oi'  Albany,  was  nianii'd  lu 
dauuhtci-  of  Kdbcrt  J>iv!n,uston,  and  iiad  been  dis]iat(  li<'d  ai  luii- 
time  to  (Quebec  t<i  ncuntiatc  an  exchange  ul'  jji-isoncrs,  <>\i  w  hirh 
occasion  lie  had  dilii^i  nt  ly  <'xcrciscd  an  excellent  pair  of  eyes  au'! 
a  <;do(l  memory  bu-  fntiiic  uses  su(di  as  Tliese. 

On  -lune  L's,  ITtt'.t.  ('olonel  Ni(di<dson  mnn-lied  his  little  ai-my 
of  lii'teeii  hundred  men,  atteiuled  by  a  contingent  from  the  l"i\i' 
>«'ations  under  ('  iloiud  I'eler  Schuyler,  froni  All»any  into  tin 
noi'thern  wilderness.  At  Stillwater  he  crossed  the  liudsoii.  and 
then  ad\'anci'd  a<  i-oss  the  inter\"al  ol'  forest  until  he  couched  the 
head  of  NA'ood  ('reek,  tlowin_:L;  into  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake 
C'liamidain.  'J'lu,'  ai-my  never  i^ot  any  nearei'  Canada  than  this 
camp  on  A\'oo(l  Creel':.  Here  it  awaited  news  friuu  the  tleel  t^ 
come  from  l]ni;land,  without  which  Xicludson  could  not  move. 
Due  in  lioston  in  .May,  it  liad  not  \ct  r<'ached  there  w  hen  Coloni  1 
A'etcli  arri\ed  in  July  to  ascei-tain  its  movements.  In  Aui;ust  a 
solitary  dispatch  l>oat  entered  the  harbor,  inb)rminu  the  eiilliu- 
siastic  c(donists  that  the  lleet  ha<l  i^one  to  Lisbon  to  aid  lli! 
INu't  UL;uese.  'i'his  lU'Ws  rea(lie(l  the  army  on  ^\'ood  Creek  in 
t>eitteniber,  and  it  put  an  end  to  the  second  Canadian  campaiL;ii. 

It  had  stilTerecl  a  friuhtrnl  loss  n(  life  from  disease,  catised  by 
the  aimless  (le|eiiti(Mi  ill  the  wilderness,  and  some  eitlu'r  inteii- 
tifuial  Ol'  accidental  fouliiiL'  of  the  waters  of  the  creek,  r.esidi  s. 
the  burden  (d'  a  ^.^feat  debt,  incurred  as  now  percei\'ed  for  naimlii. 
\i\y  i^rieNously  tipoti  the  \arious  c(d(unsts.  It  seeme(I  like  wanioit 
juockery  or  decej)!  iou  on  t  he  jiart  (d"  i  he  mothei'  c(uin1  rv.  At  any 
rale,  the  caitse  of  the  colonist s.  their  dangers,  their  m'e(ls  in  this 
wai',  seemed  to  be  op]>ressed  by  a  nnmumental  i m] i fl'erence  oii 
tlie  jtart  of  t  he  people  at  home.  The  fail ure  of  t  he  exped i  t  ion  ha-l 
also  had  a  bad  eiVect  itpoti  the  Indian  allies  of  the  h^ive  Nations, 
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uiKlcniiiniii,^'  tlu'ir  faith  in  tlif  ]»()\v('i-  (if  I^ugiaud  tu  sustain 
them  ill  t  heir  opixtsition  to  t  he  Frciicli  in  ( 'anada. 

l*'<)i*  tlu'sc  reasons  a  uniiinc  fxpcrinicnt  was  (l<M  i(l('<l  on  by  a 
citizen  of  New  Yorl\'  jiroviiicc.  IV'tcr  Sclinylcr,  tli<'  fi-icnd  and 
idol  of  the  Indians,  \\as  resolved  to  I'etain  their  eonlid'MiiM'  in 
Kn.uland;  and  at  \hv  same  time  was  bonnd  to  rouse  the  torpor 
of  the  mother  connfry  into  some  sort  of  aetivc  iiilerest  and  sym- 
])atliy.  He  wonld  foice  the  Canadian  (picslion  njion  tlie  attention 
of  the  English  uo\'ernment  and  nation.  Thei-efere,  toward  the 
close  of  1709  he  embai'ked  for  England,  taking  \\  ith  him  at  his 
own  ex])ense  five  chief  sachems  of  the  h'ive  Nations.  It  indicated 
immense  confidence  in  Sidiuyler  (ui  their  ]tart,  that  tliey  should 
have  consented  to  undertake  so  nnnsual  a  jonrneN',  and  oiu'  still 
so  full  (»f  mystery  to  them.  But  the  w  isdom  of  i1m'  measure  was 
more  than  justilied. 

The  Indian  sachems  (kings  as  they  were  dnbbed  in  England) 
were  o^■erwhelmed  with  astonishment  at  the  splendors  of  the 
court,  and  the  evidences  of  ])ower  e^ery^\■here  ai)parei)t.  And 
on  their  part  the  English  nation  was  certainly  ronse<l  out  of  its 
indifference,  (ii'eat  croAvds  followed  them  wherever  they  went. 
By  order  of  (Jneen  Anne,  mantles  of  scarlet  embroidei-ed  with 
gold  lace  were  made  for  them,  in  which  to  ap[)ear  at  court. 
They  presented  her  with  belts  of  wanqnim  in  renewed  ple(lge  of 
fealty  against  the  French.  She  ordere(l  their  ]>ortraifs  to  be 
]>ainted  by  a  Dutch  painter,  Jan  \'erelst,  residing  at  court,  of 
which  were  made  mezzotint  prints,  and  nearly  two  huiulred 
co])ies  sent  over  t(^  Annn'ica  in  1712. 

Th<^  visit  stands  imiuortalized  even  in  l']nglish  literature,  for 
on  I'riday,  April  27,  1711,  came  out  No.  oO  of  the  "  Spectat(U'," 
with  an  article  on  the  "  Indian  Kings,""  who  "  were  in  this  coun- 
try about  a  twelvenn)nth  ago,*"  from  the  pen  of  Ad<lis(ui  him- 
self. And  Dean  Swift  declared  that  he  had  intentions  of  writing 
a  book  on  the  same  subject.  And  then  to  make  the  story  com- 
plete, English  historians,  with  that  injuslice  ciiara<  tei-ist ii;  of 
Ihem  when  the  colonies  are  referred  to,  quietly  rob  the  American 
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Seliu^lcr  of  tlu'  j^lnry  of  this  l)iilli;iiit  and  ctt'ectivc  uinlci  lal^i n^. 
by  asi-ribiiii;  tlie  whole  sehciiic  (o  ('oloiiel  l*'raiicis  Nii  hulMm, 
who  hajijiciUM!  to  rctiiMi  to  I'^iiLilaiiU  in  the  saiiio  shif)  whicli  cai-- 
I'ic'd  i)\vy  IIk'  tive  Indians  and  t  lieir  friend  (.juider. 

In  the  spring  of  1711  i)r('i»ai'at  ions  w  ere  made  for  the  tliinl 
Canadian  eaniiKUi;n.  'i'he  j>lan  w-is  an  exact  re))etition  (d  ihc 
fornu']-  (Mie.  Tlie  colonial  land  foi'ces,  ai;ain  under  NicdiolsoiTs 
command,  were  to  assemble  at  Albany,  and  a  lar^c  fleet  fi'oiii 
Eiii^land  was  lo  sail  to  llosion,  th(^re  take  up  tlic  Massatdiusct t s 
li'oops,  and  then  direct  its  course  into  tlie  8t.  Lawrence.  t>everal 
important  ciriaimstances  distinguished  this  third  expe(lition 
from  the  former  one.  In  the  hi'st  place,  the  lleel  came  to  Bos- 
ton as  the  one  before  did  not,  and  it  was  nnndi  more  formidable, 
consistini;  (d'  nine  ships  and  sixty  transports,  carrying  seven 
regiments  of  regulars,  oi'  tiftydive  hundred  men.  To  these  were 
ad<led  lifteen  huiuJred  provincials.  'Ihv  land  forces  under  Nich- 
olson also  numbered  n)ore  than  before,  amounting  to  four  thou- 
sand troops. 

But  the  issue  of  this  thii'd  cami»aign  ^\as  lamentably  like  that 
of  the  first  and  second.  A<lmiral  Sir  lb)veudeu  Walker,  scorning 
S(uue  practical  advice  gi\-en  iiy  nu're  colonists,  rau  ten  of  his 
ti'ausiuirts  upon  the  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  the  St.  J.awrem-c, 
and  nearly  nine  liundi'ed  men  pei'ished.  It  was  not  a  vei'y 
serious  loss,  Imt  tlie  men  at  the  hea<l  of  the  na\al  expediti()n  were 
court  faA(uites  and  nothing  else,  and  they  were  easily  dis- 
cduraged.  The  great  fleet  turn».'d  bat  k,  nuiklug  haste  to  get  to 
Englanil. 

(Ndonel,  now  (leneral  Ni(diolson,  had  in  the  meantime  gone  uj) 
the  usual  route  fi'om  Albany  to  Lake  (Tuimplain,  and  was  en- 
camped again  on  \\'ood  Creek,  waiting  for  news  fi'om  the  fleet, 
as  in  ITOIK  \\dien  it  came  there  -was  Uidhing  for  him  to  do  but 
to  march  baid;  to  the  seltlenients  a!id  dismiss  his  four  thousand 
men.  A  heavier  debi  than  before  only  made  the  colonists'  dis- 
gust the  more  intense,  and  it  was  hard  to  keep  thems(dves  in 
countenance  with  their  Jndian  allies.    Kowever,  only  two  years 
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Intel-  t  lie  ]M';u  (' of  I'trcclit  (  ITIo)  put  an  end  to  the  war,  butli  in 
lairopc  and  America,  and  no  oci  asioii  arose  to  ti'v  another  Cana- 
dian canipai^n. 

Tlie  Assenil)l_v  liad  had  a  chance  of  only  one  oncounter  with 
;^(iod  I.or<l  Lovelace.  Tlie  h)nu  term  of  (loNcrnor  Hunter  i;avo 
him  |denty  of  o])])oi'tunit ies  to  i^ct  a  taste  of  theii'  Temper  in  tlie 
contest  whicdi  they  had  iiutiated  ai;ainst  the  i-o_\;il  prerogative. 
'I'lu're  was,  of  couise,  the  matter  of  linam-e  and  I'evenue,  and  the 
vexations  way  of  (hdini;-  out  i)iecemeal  by  the  ye;)r  and  for  speci- 
fied purposes  and  persons,  llnntei-  had  oi'dei's  fi-(un  home  as 
Lovidace  had,  to  !j,('t  them  to  dei»art"  from  that  ]traclice,  antl  the 
o]'de]'s  remained  uncomplied  with  when  presented  to  the  Assem- 
bly. 

The  legislature  to(dc  a  bohh-i'  si  and  still,  on  the  broader  ground 
of  their  right  to  legislate  in  |;eneral.  \Mien 
the  thi'cat  Avas  made  to  curtail  or  aln'ogate 
this  as  a  ])unishment  for  theii-  disobedience, 
they  hesitated  not  to  assert  thai  their  ri.uht 
to  h'uishUe  was  an  inherent  one,  belruiuinu 
to  them  as  freenu'U,  inlnibitants  of  En.glish 
colonies,  wliich  .uave  them  all  the  rii;ht  of 
En<;]ish  subjects.  The  ri.ght  to  make  their 
own  laws  ami  to  vote  on  the  expenditure  of  their  own  money,  as 
well  as  on  the  methods  of  raisinL;  it  and  the  am<iunt,  Mas  not 
bas"d  on  any  concession  or  urant  of  the  ci-ow  ii,  but  on  "  the  free 
choice  and  election  of  the  ])eople,  who  (UiLihl  net,  nor  justly  could 
be,  (li\ested  of  their  pi'ojierty  by  taxation  or  otlierwise,  without 
t  heir  consent." 

Doubtless  it  afforded  t5overnor  rTunter  sonn^  anxiety  or  annoy- 
ance that  he  could  not  mahi'  ilie  Assembly  sc|uare  with  the  de- 
mands (d' t  luM-rown.  r>ut  possildy  he  felt  considerable  sym]»athy 
with  their  position.  lie  writes  ext ravaL^antly  of  his  tilts  with 
tlu'  Assemldy,  \\  hich  would  ralher  ariiu*-  that  he  took  a  humor- 
ous Aiew  of  the  situation,  and  certaiidv  the  humor  is  unmis- 
takable in  the  foll!)wini;'  passage  in  a  letter  to  Dean  Swift ;  "  Here 
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is  the  liiicsl  ail-  t<»  Ihc  uikiu  in  the  iiiiiv^'rsc;  and  if  our  trees  aii<l 
birds  ('(tiild  speal';,  and  our  AsseniI)Iyni('n  be  silent,  llu,'  linesi 
couversation,  too." 

Tbe  fre(|uent  friction  liad  produced  no  feclin,i;s  of  resentment 
against  tlie  governor;  and  wiien  he  left  Jiis  post  in  171!),  IJobei'l 
lavinuston,  tlien  Speaker  of  the  Assc^anb! y,  voiced  tlie  sentiments 
of  that  body  when  he  sai<l  in  I'epiy  to  the  cordial  \\-or(ls  of  Hun- 
ter's farewtdl  address:  '"Sir,  wlien  we  rotiect  \i])on  your  past 
conduct,  your  just,  nnhl,  and  tender  administration,  it  hei.^]ltens 
the  concern  we  liave  for  your  <leparture,  and  makes  our  ^rief  su(di 
as  words  can  not  truly  express.*' 

Some  facts  of  a  personal  nature  constitute  his  successor  again 
an  interest ing  tigui-e  among  the  series  of  Xew  Yorlc's  goveiaiors. 
lie  was  <juite  up  to  liis  immediate  ])redecessor  in  mental  status 
and  moi-al  chai-acter,  a  thing  that  can  not  be  said  of  those  who 
succeeded  him.  \\'hile  not  of  thi'  nobility  of  England,  he  was 
the  son  of  a  fat  Iter  exalted  in  position,  iirominent  in  the  counsels 
of  the  nation,  and  high  in  the  favor  <^f  its  sovereigns.  Vov  Gov- 
ernor William  IJnrnei  w  as  tlie  son  of  that  Bishop  Clilbert  Burnet, 
who  was  the  frieml  and  confidant  of  (^ueen  Mary,  and  he  pos- 
sess(Ml  also  a  goodly  share  of  the  confidence  of  King  William.  It 
was  due  to  his  intei-\-ention  that  ^^'illian)  and  ?tlary  were  led  to 
understand  ea<di  other,  \\her(l)y  fornn'r  estrangement  was  re- 
moved, and  a  b'-auriful  de\otion  to  ea(di  other  became  the  rule 
of  theii-  e\ist(Mn-e.  ^^'il^iam  liurnet  Avas  born  at  The  Hague  in 
^larch,  KtSS,  and  he  bore  the  name  of  the  Prim  e  of  Orange,  who 
■s^■as  s])oiisor  at  his  baplisin.  It  may  ha\'e  bee]i  a  source  of  sonn^ 
gratification  to  the  Dutch  element  in  his  ]u-ovinci'  that  his  mitiv- 
ity  was  attended  by  these  auspicious  circnmst ances.  He  grew 
up  under  the  tutelage  of  his  fatli'']-  and  '>f  his  fathei-'s  distin- 
guished fi-ieml.  Sir  Isaac  Xewton,  and  imbibed  tast<'s  of  a  mingled 
literary  and  scientific  idiaracter.  11*^  brought  with  him  a  t(de- 
scope  eighteen  feet  lonu.  and  with  (piadrant  and  pendulum  of 
s[>ecial  excellence,  he.  for  the  first  time,  calculated  the  i)recise 
latitude  ami  longitude  of  the  fort  in  New  York  City.    A  paper  of 
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liis  on  'STupitcr's  Satellites"  was  published  iu  the  Tr(iii-sarti(jiis 
of  titc  h'oi/ol  Astrini'jinical  SorU  tji  in  1724. 

I'erhaps  not  (jnite  so  conuiK'nilable  was  his  dabbling  in  Ihe- 
olo^y  and  bil)lical  intei'])i'etation,  wheifby  In-  \\as  seduccil  into 
vagaries  about  the  proper  readin,:^,  (>f  tlu'  proiihcts.and  into  j)ie- 
dieting'  certain  (nents  from  tlie  book  of  ])anicl.  One  clii-oiiiclcr 
tells  us  that  "  he  was  the  terror  of  yonni;-  preachers,  for,  no  matter 
if  they  had  been  licensed  by  the  bisliop  of  London,  the  i^ovci  nor 
would  !j;ive  them  a  text  and  a  lUble  and  shut  tlicm  up  in  a  room 
for  a  certain  time  to  lu'epare  a  sermon,  and  if  it  did  not  satisfy 
him  they  Avere  not  suffered  to  [)reach  in  his  dominions." 

In  spite  of  these  bo<d<is,h  ti^idencies,  F>ni-not  had  not  been 
without  experience  in  public  affairs,  lie  hold  the  ofhce  of  con- 
troller-general of  the  customs  of  (Jreat  I'ritain  at  tin'  time  of 
liis  appointment  as  uoveruor  of  Now  York,  with  a  salary  of  f  l,l!00. 
The  change  of  ])ositions  A\  as  the  result  of  a  sort  of  bartei-  between 
himself  and  (lovi'mor  Hunter.  They  were  kindr<'d  sjtirits  in  many 
ways,  and  warm  friends,  and  when  the  latter  wished  to  retni-n 
to  England  he  proposed  to  let  F>urnet  have  the  governoi-ship, 
while  he  should  become  controller,  although  the  salary  was 
less.  The  Lords  of  Trade  ratified  the  exchange,  the  two  men  lunng 
•  Miually  favorites  at  court,  (^ueen  Anne  hail  died  in  lTir>.  and 
the  first  (ieorge  of  Ilanovei'  was  now  king.  1  le  ajijtointcd  Unmet 
governor  on  A]»ril  1!),  1720.  Sailing  fi'om  England  on  July  10,  he 
arrived  at  New  York  in  Se]>tember. 

Aside  from  the  many  (lualilications  calculated  to  nml^e  him 
acceptable  to  t  he  ]»co]dc  of  his  go\  «'i  iimcnt,  ]\r  was  in  a  com! i I  ion 
to  make  himself  endr-ared  to  the  community  by  a  ]iecu]iarly  inti- 
mate rcdation  Avit  h  some  of  its  memlters,  Furnet  A\  asoidy  thirty- 
iwo  years  old,  but  he  was  already  a  widoA\  er.  A  lial f  year  or  moi'e 
after  his  arri^'al  the  town  began  to  tallc  of  his  (b'\-otion  to  one 
of  its  fair  mai<lens,  ^liss  Maria  van  Ilorne,  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  ono  of  the  belles  of  tlu^  colonial  cajiilal.  Tli(\v  were  married 
in  .Tum^,  1721.  "  The  worthy  citizens  of  Xe^\•  York,"  a  lady  assures 
us,    were  much  elated  at  this  conqdiment  to  native  chai-ms  ami 
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beauty,  and  accepted  it  as  if  bestowed  uu  tbeiuselves,  ratliei-  than 
on  tbe  bride." 

A  i;linii>s('  of  the  manners  of  tlie  (biy  is  afforded  by  tin-  same 
autlioi'it  \- :  '*  Tbe  boueynioon  was  spent  at  tlie  Livin^stoji  iiianor 
bouse,  wliicli  A\'as  ])Ut  at  tbe  dis])osal  of  tbe  j^ovei-nor,  and  tlie 
bridal  party  went  uii  iIm-  ri\er  in  tbeii'  yacht,  but  on  their  retni  ii 
tbey  dl'o^■e  (b)wn  tlie  banks  of  the  Hudson  in  tlieir  own  cliaise, 
niakinu  tlie  joui'uey  leisurely  and  ^;t()pl•in^  at  tbe  bouses  <>f  their 
friends."  (.)idy  six  years  (d"  ha]i]>iness  were  allotted  to  thi^  p^i'i', 
for  on  Au,mist  7,  1727,  ]\Irs.  Uurnet.  died  in  ;j,ivin,L;  birth  to  her 
tliird  cliihl.  'I'he  i;overnoi'  was  inconsidabh*  at  the  bhiw,  and  lie 
sur\ived  liis  ^^ife  only  two  y(\u's  and  one  month,  <lyiu^'  at  r.Dston 
on  September  7,  1720,  ai^cd  ferty-one  yeai-s. 

(Tovernor  T'.tirnet  addressed  Idmself  to  tbe  task  of  stopping 
an  abuse  ^\•]lic])  illustrated  tbe  int(\u-rity  and  unselfishness  of  Ids 
character,  but  A\'hicb  brought  liim  mu(di  bitter  antagonism.  It 
Avas  a  dangerous  tiling  to  interfere  with  the  "honest"  Dutcb 
citiz(Mis  of  the  ]»rovince  in  tlieir  peculiar  trade  methods,  for  the 
region  of  (heir  porlxets  ^^■as  a  very  sensitive  portion  of  their 
anattuny.  The  c(unmerce  of  tbe  provinci^  bad  not  as  yet  attained 
formidable  proportions.  In  ](;02  the  total  revenue  of  tbe  prov- 
ince deri^'ed  fr(nu  tbe  activiti(^s  of  commerce  and  other  busiuv'ss 
fi'om  ctistoms  excise,  riuit-rents,  weigiidiouses,  and  fines  v\:)s 
£3,202,  17s.,  and  it  maintained  itself  at  this  average  for  sev(U'al 
years.  In  17(H^  (lie  tetal  re^('nue  had  risen  to  £0,4(^0,  and  again 
for  several  years  in  succession  it  kept  up  an  average  of  about  that 
figure. 

As  for  tlint  iin])ortant  de]>artment  of  industry  —manufactures 
— it  was  didiberately  and  systematically  discourageil  by  the  au- 
tborit  ies  at  home.  The  people  of  New  York  were  eager  and  i-eady 
to  put  forili  their  enei'uies.  and  enteri>ris(\  and  AA'ealth  along  this 
line;  but  tbey  were  scdeumlv  forbidden  to  (bt  auytlung  to  the 
prejudice  of  our  manufactorys  at  bonu'."  Nevei'tlndess.  their 
hands  could  not  be  ke],t  altogether  idle.  Caleb  Tleafbcote,  of  tin- 
countdl,  a  ]arg(^  landowner  in  \\'est(diester  County,  wrote  to  the 


Tin:  i;mpii:i: 


STATE    IX  TIlU!:i; 


('i:xti;kii:s. 


183 


Lords  of  Trade  in  IKlS  that  rlic  pcnjili^  of  the  province  were 


already  S(t  fai"  advanced  in  tlieir  niannfactoryes  liial  'I  o 
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linen  and  \v(dlen  tliev  nse  is  made  anions  tlieni,  esjiecinilv  tlie 
coai'ser  sort." 

He  liiniscdf  ^\•as  an.\'i(ais  to  enua^e  in  ship-huildinL;-.  1  liopoi] 
and  believed,  and  am  nioi'ally  snre."  lie  wrote,  as  to  myself, 
even  beyond  a  <lonbt,  tiiat  I  conld  !ia\-e  bnilt  and  fnrnished  the 
cTown  ^^•ith  all  the  liulit  frigates  that  ^vouId  have  been  wanted 
for  tins  coast  and  the  West  Indies."  He  was  not  ])criinl  te<l  to  do 
so.  lUisiiiess  firtnitly  improved  after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  in  1713. 
Between  the  years 
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1717  and  1720  the 
im])orts  from  year 
to  year  rose  to  the 
avera<;e  of  £21,254 
M'orth  of  ooods; 
while  the  exi)orts 
of  various  kinds 
attained  the  aver- 
a  e  a  n  n  n  a  1 
amount  of  £52,231). 
The  one  item  of 
furs  alone  was  rep- 
resented by  £8,443 
per  annum. 

It  was  just  this  part  of  the  ex]iort  business  that  tlovernor 
r>ui-net  f(dt  in  duty  b'umd  to  assail,  for  it  in\'(d\'ed  certain  ])iac- 
tices  wholly  repi-ehensible  from  the  statesman's  stand])oint,  ho^\•- 
e\er  desirable  from  that  (d'  the  mei'cliant  beid  on  i^ain  wiihont 
rejiard  to  unmans.  The  furs  sent  abroad  by  New  ^'ol•!v  merchants 
were  obtained  from  traders  at  Albany,  avIio,  in  their  turn,  s<'cnr(^d 
the  valuable  jx-ltries  to  a  larne  extent  not  by  the  \  iL;orous  pur- 
suit of  the  business  in  the  far  westei  ii  forests,  as  had  Ix-en  done 
of  yore,  but  by  Hie  more  <\isy  and  jn-olitable  melhixl  of  luring  the 
('avadian  Indians  d<iwn  to  Albanv  and  !>i\inLr  ihem  in  cxchaTe'c 
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the  usual  i;<)()(ls  tliat  liuliaus  iiri/,('(l  so  Iiii;lily,  and  ^vhicli  wri'c 
obtaiucd  a.uaiu  fidiii  tlic  iiiu  iiicrcliant s  at  New  York. 

Franeis  Pai-kmau  dcsci-ilK's  the  ])r()cess  as  follows:  "  Thv  con- 
verted li'o(iuois  at  ( "auulmawaua  i)layed  a  peculiar  [)ai't.  .  .  . 
By  way  of  Lake  Clianiidain  and  llie  Hudson  they  l)i'oiii;li(  to 
Albany  furs  I'roni  the  count I'y  (d'  tin.'  I'ar  Iinlians,  and  exclianucd 
them  for  ,L;uns,  Idaida-ts,  cloths,  krn\'es,  beads,  and  the  like. 
These  they  cari'ie(i  to  Canada  and  sold  to  the  Fren(  h  tradois, 
who,  in  this  way,  and  often  in  this  alone,  supidied  themselves 
with  the  uoods  necessary  for  b;u  lerin^  furs  from  the  far  Indians. 
Thi.s  la^'less  trade  went  on  even  in  time  of  war.  ...  It  was 
injurious  to  ICn.ulish  interests;  but  tlie  fur  traders  of  .Albany, 
and  also  the  comniissioneis  (diar.^'ed  \\  ith  Indian  affairs,  beint;' 
Dutchmen  converted  by  force  into  IJritish  subjects,  were,  with  a 
few  eminent  exce])tions,  i-ool  in  their  devotion  to  the  British 
cro\\  n ;  while  the  merchants  of  the  jtort  of  New  York,  from  w  horn 
the  fur  iradei-s  diow  their  supjdies,  tlnm.uht  more  of  their  own 
prollts  tiian  of  the  juddic  i;-ood.  The  trade  with  Canada  not  on.ly 
gave  comfort  and  aid  to  the  enemy,  but  continually  admit  ird 
spies  into  the  c(d<uiy,  from  whom  the  ,uovernor  of  Canada  j;aine(l 
infcuinalion  t<ui(diinf;  En.!j.lish  mo^'ements  and  designs.'' 

l]vidently  an  luuiest  governor  of  New  York  must  stoj)  this 
lu'farious  trade,  at  the  risk  of  iiuurring  tli<'  displeasure  of 

the  nier(  ban's  and  traders  of  the  two  cities  of  the  ])rovince.  At 
the  lirsi  session  of  the  Assend)ly  I'.urnet  laid  beftue  the  members 
a  statement  of  the  abo\-e  facts,  ])'dnting  out  llieir  <leleterious 
attending  circumstanres,  and  as  the  result  of  his  urgiuu-y  and 
argnm<'nts,  an  a<-t  was  passed  i)rohibiiing  the  sale  of  ''Indian 
goods"  to  the  I'rench.  cr  their  Indian  agents,  upon  any  terms, 
uiuler  ])eiialt  \'  of  tlie  f  oiMeituic  oi'  t  lie  goo(is  ami  a  tine  of  one 
liundr«Ml  pounds,  'i'he  fur  ti'a<le  now  again  fell  into  a  greater 
ntimber  i\{  hands  instead  of  being  a  nn»m)]»oly;  ami  the  one 
arti'de  of  "str<unls"  rose  at  Montreal  from  thirteen  ])ounds  to 
twenty-five  jiounds  apiece,  while  at  Albany  it  was  only  t<'n 
pounds. 
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Tlius  it  bt'camo  nn  advantage  for  the  fui'  tradei-s  to  avoid  Mon- 
ircal  and  come  to  Albany  for  tlieir  ^oods,  getting;  more  and  better 
foi-  a  less  amouut  of  peltri<'s.  It  i)iit  an  end  also  to  the  eonslant 
in<-iirsion  of  French  spies.  lUil  the  bi;;'  imi)orters  who  had  cn- 
jii_ve<l  a  monop(dy  of  the  fur  trade  vowed  \  eni;t'ajice  upon  the 
lioni'st  and  patriotic  i^overnor,  and  sncreeded  tinally  in  ^otlin.u' 
him  I'emoved.  Yet  the  effect  upon  business  in  ^eneial  of  the 
;;ovcrno]-'s  policy  ^^'as  obviously  beneficial.  From  1720  to  1723, 
while  imjiorts  remained  at  the  fiiiure  pre\i<insly  <]uote(l  for 
£21,254  annually),  exports  increased  to  an  avera*;e  of  nearly 
i.T)r),000  yearly;  while  duriufi  the  years  172;>  to  1727  the  annual 
average  of  imports  became  £27,480,  and  of  ex}>orts  £73,000.  TlKU'e 
still  lingered  ui)ou  the  high  seas  the  bane  of  ])iracy,  so  that  in 
this  way  commerce  remained  hampei'ed.  Ihit  what:  Professor 
I'Mske  calls  the  "  Golden  Age  of  Pirates  "  was  neai-ing  its  end, 
so  that,  as  he  says,  "by  1730  the  fear  of  i»irates  was  extin- 
guished." 

Burnet  did  not  propose  to  deal  with  the  Indian  question  by 
acts?  of  legislature  alone.  His  Indian  policy  in(duded  energetic 
])ersonal  efl'orts,  and  various  measures  of  sound  practical  utility 
for  the  present  as  well  as  for  the  future.  There  was,  in  Seittem- 
ber,  1721,  the  customary  conference  Ix^tween  the  governoi-  and 
the  general  couneil  of  the  l-'ive  Nations,  who,  by  this  tim<',  how- 
evc']',  had  become  the  Six  Xations.*"  The  ti-ibe  of  the  Tuscaroras 
had  their  ancestral  home  within  the  bounds  of  the  colony  of 
North  Carolina.  They  resent<'d  tlu'  inllux  of  colonists  increasing 
with  the  grcnA  ing  years,  and  determined  to  make  one  bold  stroke 
for  the  recovery  of  territory  they  deemed  their  own.  The  stroke 
took  the  form  of  indist-riminate  massacre  ami  incen<liarism  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  declaration  of  war. 

In  return  a  foi'ce  of  six  hundre<l  determined  whiti^s  mai-ched 
into  the  forest,  sought  out  the  sironuhohl  of  tlu^  trib(\  defeated 
them  with  a  loss  of  three  hundred  of  their  \Narri()rs  in  battle, 
besieged,  took,  and  burned  theii'  castle,  so  that  a  thmisand  of 
their  number  ])aid  the  penalty  for  theii'  assault  on  the  setth^- 
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iiioiits.  Thej  re<-(»i:iiizecl  their  cause  as  hopeless,  retired  fium 
Nei'th  Carolina,  and  ask<'(l  to  be  taken  into  I  he  lea;4ue  uf  iln- 
Iroquois,  who  were  tlieir  kindred.  The  remnant  of  the  Tusc;!  loi  as 
was  thus  incorporated  and  became  the  Sixth  Nation,  takin-  np 
their  abode  in  New  York  State  in  som(?  part  of  the  Loni;  llniisi- 
between  Schenectady  and  Niagara,  that  was  ^ettin,!;  <^radua!ly 
reduced  to  shorter  measurement.  This  event  occurred  aboui 
1713. 

Governor  Burnet,  therefore,  met  chief  sachems  of  the  eulavued 
confederacy  when  he  went  to  Albany  in  1721.  A  very  luinHTous 
company  of  Indians  attended  the  council,  and  he  was  duly  in- 
vested with  the  ancient  title  of  Corlaer.  Philip  ]Jvin_i;ston,  the 
son  of  Kobert  Livingston,  was  ap}>ointed  Indian  superiiiten<l<'iit 
in  the  place  of  his  father,  at  the  hitter's  request,  as  he  began  to 
feel  the  burden  of  age.  The  govei'uor  also  utilized  the  son  of 
Peter  Schuyler  to  carry  on  the  traditions  of  another  family  in  the 
way  of  treaty  w\t]i  tlu^  Indians.  He  established  a  tradiiig-])ost 
on  Lake  Ontario,  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  eight  young  men, 
under  tlie  leadership  of  Peter  Schuyler,  the  younger. 

Burnet's  persuasions  at  the  conference  bore  gratifying  fruit. 
Tie  had  asked  the  Iroquois  "  to  open  a  broad  path  and  sweej)  it 
clean  foi-  the  far  Indians  to  ci>me  through  to  Albany."  The  very 
next  spring  twenty  of  the  tribes  of  the  far  west,  l)earing  jtrecious 
furs,  came  through  the  territory  of  the  Long  House  to  Albany; 
and  in  June  no  less  than  eighty  arrived  there,  having  come  a 
distance  of  a  thousand  miles,  leaving  ^Montreal  and  the  l^rench 
traders  far  to  th<'  noi'th.  This  was  exactly  what  Burnet  had 
aini'Ml  at  insto]»ping  tlu-  former  methods  of  the  Indian  trad<'.  lie 
added  to  the  otTense  awakened  tliei('l>y  in  the  minds  of  the  intei'- 
este(l  parties  by  malcing  still  further  provisions  for  honest  deal- 
ings with  the  untutored  savages. 

It  had  been  the  custom  foi-  the  traders  at  Albany  to  take  the 
Indians  ha^'ing  pe1ti-ies  to  sell  into  th.eir  hous<'S,  and  (here  plyin;j- 
them  with  the  rum  they  loved  too  well  to  efl'ect  more  ju-otiralde 
bargains.     At  Bunn't's  instance  the  Assembly  i)assed  an  act 
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in  172.3  ordcriiiL;  that  1  wo  lai-;4('  wooden  houses  he  crocti'il  \\  licic 
tlio  trade  with  the  Indians  must  be  ])ublitl\-  coiid  lutecl.  I'lider 
the  load  of  Clo\'eriior  liui'uel,  also,  a  (•on;;]css  of  ;4(iV("i"nois  ;iiid 
coijunissioncrs  was  caMed  at  Albany  in  1722  in  or<]er  to  consiih-i- 
the  ([Uestion  of  dealing;  willi  llie  Keil  Men.  New  ^'oid:  always 
enjoyed  the  iinniens<'  advantage  (d'  tlie  friendshi[(  and  alliance 
of  the  most  powerful  and  most  nearly  civilized  confederacy  of 
Indians,  and  the  aim  of  this  confei-ence  was  to  secure  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Six  Nati(uis  iji  restraining  the  hostilities  of  the  tribes 
of  the  east  who  were  so  constantly  harassin;^'  New  England. 

It  Avas  not  wise  to  depend  u]>on  the  volatile  Indian  allies  alone, 
howeve]-,  althoui;h  they  had  often  jiroved  a  safei^uard  ami  a 
bulwaik  aj;ainst  'white  and  red  enemies  from  Canada.  liem-e 
Burnet  induced  the  Assembly  to  pro\-ide  for  the  re])airinj4  o''  the 
fortifications  at  Albany  and  Schenectady.  1I('  also  set  about 
carrying'  out  a  sdieme  recommendeil  at  the  c(jnference  of 
ernors:  to  establish  a  chain  (»f  fortitied  posts  on  the  borders  alon^i 
the  shores  of  Iak<^s  ami  rivers  threatened  by  the  I'l-eneh.  Unfor- 
tunately this  plan  was  not  carried  out,  because  eiiher  of  the 
apathy  oi-  the  p<)verty  of  the  En.i;;lish  colonies.  Yet  the  menace 
of  Fren<di  iin'asion  was  emphasized  by  theirdoin;^  the  vei-y  thin;j,' 
the  Eu!L;lish  should  have  done.  In  1720  t  hey  secured  the  reluctant 
consent  of  the  Senecas  to  build  a  fi)rt  on  the  Niajj,a)-a  Uiver,  and  in 
spite  of  the  [itteni])!  ef  the  Senecas  themselves  to  stoj)  it,  it  v,as 
done.  A  still  l>oldei-  pi'oject  ^\■as  the  ei'cction  by  the  I'rench  of  a 
fort  at  r-j-own  Point,  <mi  the  \\estern  shore  of  Lake  Cham})lain, 
and  thus  well  wit  iiiu  i  he  borders  of  New  York  ju  ovince. 

To  o])]»ose  th('se  encroachments  of  the  enemy,  a  (diain  of  forts 
should  hav<'  defended  the  entire  fi'ontier.  lUit  the  Assemtily 
could  not  be  moved  to  act  in  the  matter.  All  that  was  done, 
therefoi-e,  must  be  plac(  d  1o  the  credit  of  <  lovei'iior  Unmet  alone. 
He  sfdected  a  s])ot  on  Lake  r)ntai'io  which  had  often  been  the 
favorite  iMiint  foi-  a  (h  sceid  of  the  eneiny,  either  white  or  red.  It 
was  A\he]'e  tin'  Oswego  IJiver  eni]»tied  inio  flie  lake.  Tie  nego- 
tiated for  a  trad  of  lan<l  here  with  the  nati\'es,  who  at  lii-st  de- 
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cliiifil,  but  later  Itocame  inoiv  geiRTons  and  i;a\H'  to  Eii.^lainl 
a  strij)  of  ten'itory  sixty  miles  \\  i(le,  riiiiiiiii,u  all  aloii.i;  the  banks 
(if  Lake  Ontario,  yiai;ara  IJiver,  and  Lake  I'.T'ie,  from  the  Oswego 
lliver  to  Cleveland,  in  Ohio.  This  would  have  L;iven  the  lOnL-lish 
a  Ljreat  chance  for  establishinp,'  their  chain  of  forts. 

Hurnet,  however,  could  uct  i\n  ai)proi)riation  of'only  L'.W)  for 
a  fort  at  the  mouth  (»f  the  Oswego.  ]!ut  he  had  tlie  matter  so 
nearly  at  lieart  that  he  v.ent  on  nevertheless  and  constructed, 
at  an  outlay  of  £()tHl  of  his  own  money,  a  stor^e  blockhouse,  loop- 
holed  for  defense  by  musketry.  A  small  garrison  was  quartered 
there,  composed  of  men  drawn  from  four  dilTerent  com]»anies. 
maintained  in  the  province,  at  the  cost  of  Eu<;land.  The  s])ot  was 
judiciously  chosen.  The  L'reuch  of  Canada  were  almost  tempted 
to  risk  a  renewal  of  the  ^\'ar,  in  order  to  destroy  it.  When  oi)en 
assault  Avas  deemed  inexpedieut,  they  tried  to  jiersuade  the  l??ix 
Nations  to  destroy  L'ort  Oswego;  but  here,  too,  they  were  foiled. 
The  English  fort  completely  neutralized  the  advantage  pre- 
viously secured  to  the  L'reuch  by  building  L^)rt  Niagara. 

Just  as  Governor  Liurnet  had  expected,  Oswego  became^  the 
center  of  tlic  Indian  trade,  qtiite  to  the  neglect  of  the  more 
western  French  establishment.  A  little  greater  angle  in  crossing 
Lake  Ontario  brought  the  traders  to  Oswego,  and  thus  nearer 
their  market  at  Albany,  saving  a  great  portion  of  an  inconvenient 
land-route,  and  by  means  of  the  OsAvego  and  other  rivers  and 
lakes,  with  shoi't  ]tortages  between,  affording  convenient  access 
to  their  destination.  Tlius,  in  the  year  1727,  was  Tuade  a  begin- 
ning of  one  of  the  cities  far  Avest  of  Albany.  It  Avas  a  lonely  ]tost 
for  civilized  men  to  occupy,  but  nature  had  marked  it  out,  not 
<»nly  as  a  vantage  ground  in  Avar,  but  as  an  advantageous  seat  for 
c(»mmei-ce  and  manufacture. 

In  the  course  of  our  narrative  thus  far,  we  have  noticed  a 
cordial  support  of  Governor  Burnet  in  all  his  measures  by  the 
Provincial  Assembly.  The  Assembly,  indeed,  seemed  to  have 
been  so  impressed  Avith  the  honest  and  unselfish  character  of  the 
governor  that  thcA  even  allowed  themselves  under  his  rule  to 
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take  a  backward  stc])  in  tli<'ii-  proiiouiufd  policy  llic  annua! 
revcniu*.  'I'licy  uraiitc(l  him  llic  iT\cnuc  fm-  a  tci'ni  nf  live  yrais 
at  uncc,  for  which  neither  Lovelace  nor  Hunter  liad  heen  alilc 
t(j  ohrain  a  moment's  consent.  He  (h'parled  from  the  usual  cus- 
tom of  dissolving  an  Assenddv  on  the  arrival  of  a  new  ^o\-ernoi-, 
I'otainin.u  the  one  elected  nn<ler  (ioveVnor  Hunter  in  1711.  It 
wa.s  thus  in  existence  for  the  ex t raord i ua i-y  tenn  of  eleven  years. 
Yet  while  this  secured  harmony  in  the  lower  legislative  i»ody, 

and  made  them  cordial 
iu  tlioir  sii])jiort  of  I'.ur- 
net's  measures,  as  i-e- 
lated,  the  question  of  dis 
solution  raised  aL;ains( 
him  fornndaljle  opjio- 
uents  in  the  council. 
I'eter  Scdmyler,  A(h)lpli 
Philipse,  and  live  oth<M'S 
very  strongly  urL:e<I  that 
tlie  ciisti unary  course  he 
taken.  The  i^dvernor  not 
only  refused  to  take  their 
^ advice,  but  threatened  to 

f  •^./^^^ "■^'f^-^^T^^^#-^-"=^  report  Schuyler  for  hav- 
^s^^'      "'---^-i:^  -    -    ■'       "      ino'  permitted  tlie  sli^lif 

JACOB  LKis!.f:R  s  REsiDKxcF,  TiiK  m;>T  mat  K  ii-i'euidarity  of  placinu 
BAi.Dwix  vAXDEKVEEN.  "le  proviiicial  Seal  iu  the 

c  n  s  t  o  d  y  of  ]Miili]^se, 
whereas  he  himself,  as  president,  should  have  retained  it.  Such 
a  threat  was  too  much  for  the  hii;h-toned  and  spii-ited  Sidiuyh-r. 
upon  whose  name  there  never  was  the  sli;^htest  l)reatli  of  re- 
proach. He  r<'siu,ne(]  from  the  <-(nincik  as  did  also  IMiilipse  and 
tlie  others  on  their  side.  Tn  tin'  stead  of  the  two  former.  liurnet 
recommended  two  men  destined  to  play  an  important  ]>art  in  the 
history  of  the  colony — Dr.  Cadwalladi'r  fNddeu  and  lawyer  James 
Alexander. 
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|i  is  In  be  iv^ri'ttcd  that  (lov'Timi-  IJuriict  aw  ;i  kciu'd  ai;ainst 
hi  Illicit'  the  aiitai;nuisiii  of  so  i-es[u'rtabh*  a  lu'i-soii  as  Tcter  Schii}-- 
ji-r.  llis  aims  wviv  so  noble,  and  ids  elTorts  to  secure  i)roi)er 
IfL^islafion  so  iiatriotic,  tliat  lie  needed  the  sui>porl  of  tlie  best 
men.  l-'or,  as  the  i-esnlt  of  ids  elTective  measures  ai;ainst  tlie 
I'renrl)  trade,  lie  soon  drew  down  upon  liim  the  hy  no  means 
despicalde  liostility  of  tlie  men  wlio  had  been  injuring;'  the  State 
for  the  benefit  of  their  po(d;ets.  Thev  i;a\e  him  every  possible 
annoyame  at  home,  and  abroad  they  were  tireless  in  their  en- 
deavors to  get  the  king  to  disallow  the  Aet  of  the  Assembly  that 
had  sto])]H'd  their  business,  and  finally  the  authorities  in  England 
were  blind  enough  to  accede  to  their  representations,  and  re- 
pealed the  act  in  1720. 

\Mien  the  end  of  the  five  years  for  which  tlie  revenue  was 
granted  approached,  and  the  governor  asked  that  another  grant 
be  made  for  three  years,  his  enemies  had  secured  suflicient  fol- 
lowing even  in  the  Assembly  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  act. 
Tliei'eui)on  r>urnet  finally  dissolved  the  "long  Assembly,"  as  it 
might  have  been  called.  The  newly  elected  Assembly  met  in 
Sepiembei',  ITl'ti,  and  was  still  more  inclined  to  antagonize  the 
governor.  Adolph  riiilijise  had  been  made  s})eaher  of  the  ]>i'e- 
vious  Assembly,  and  was  elected  again  at  the  ju-esent  session. 
The  opposition  com]:.laine(l  of  the  establishment  of  the  Court  of 
Chancei-y,  presided  over  by  the  govt'riior,  whi(di  they  (daimed  lie 
had  illegally  created  witliout  the  consent  of  the  Assembly,  and 
was  a  menace  to  the  liberties  of  the  peoi)le. 

They  were  also  aided  in  their  schemes  to  get  rid  of  the  governor 
by  the  (diange  of  kings.  In  1727  (Jeoi'ge  11.  succeeded  t(»  the 
throne,  and  it  was  soon  known  that  ]>urnet  was  no  fa\-orile  of  his, 
but  thai  he  luel  the  go\-eriiorshi]i  of  Xew  "^'ork  in  mind  for  ouo 
who  was  a  (dose  personal  attendant.  Tlius  at  last  came  the  oi-der 
whit  h  ended  (  lo\  ern(!r  Burnet's  t'-rin  in  New  York.  Against  his 
wishes  not  only,  but  in  the  face  of  his  e\[)ress  petition  to  be  re- 
tained in  the  -j,(i\-ernnn'nt  of  Xew  York,  he  was  transferred  to 
-Massatdiusetts.    His  disapi)ointm(Mit  was  the  more  keeidy  felt  in 
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that  it  foil  U])<)n  a  heart  made  sore  by  (he  death  nf  his  youthful 
wife.  Soon  after  the  airival  of  his  siKcess(jr,  in  Aj^ril,  lTl!'.»,  lie 
departed  to  his  new  seat  of  uovernnient  at  JJoston. 

llis  career  there  was  not  a  [irosjierons  one.  lie  \\  as  inst I'ucicil 
to  insist  njjon  a  i^rant  of  re\enne  fi»r  lisc  years,  and  it  was  pci-- 
sistently  refnse(l.  The  strnii.uio,  liowexci',  was  not  (h'sliiKMj  id 
be  for  loni;.  On  driving-  on  the  narr(»\\'  eanseway  between  r.oston 
and  Canibi'idue,  tlie  ti(U'  beinj;'  j)arti(  nhirly  lii,uh  and  ])artly  (•o\  - 
ering  the  road,  tlte  earria;j,e  strncdc  a  liole  and  n]>set.  lUirnet  foil 
into  the  water  and  ean.uhf  a  severe  cold,  winch  ended  fatally  on 
September  7,  1720.  He  ^^"as  bnt  forty-one  years  old.  The  testi- 
mony of  the  histoi'ian,  Smith,  expresses  tin-  sentiment  that  rose 
aj^ain  to  the  snrface  when  i)arty  spirit  had  ceased  to  warjt  hearts 
or  blind  eyes  in  "N'ew  York  ])r(n  ince :  "\A'e  never  had  a  ii()\  ernor," 
he  writes,  "  tu  whum  the  culuny  ia  tiu  uuieh  indebted  aa  tu  him." 


CHAPTER  YII. 


Tin-:  PKESS  IX  CONFLICT  WITH  (;ovki;xmi:nt. 

E  liave  now  fairl.v  entered  upon  tlie  ])eriod  of  the  "  four 
Georges. If  there  was  anything  ins])ii'ing  or  great 
about  that  section  of  lilnglish  history,  it  \vas  not  due 
t(j  the  four  sovereigns  \\iio  bore  the  name  of  (Jeorge' 
in  siu-cession.  No  more  fi'arful  arraignment  of  tlieir  nu'utal  in- 
caitacily  and  moral  baseness  or  brniality  is  to  l)e  found  anywhere 
liiau  in  the  novelist  Thackeray's  lectures  or  essays  bearing"  the 
title  of  "  The  I'^our  (Jeorges."  Yet  he  simply  recites  facts  in  their 
l»ersonal  beaiang  or  history,  without  any  attempt  at  pasquinade 
or  dennnciati<tn.  lie  sums  up  their  merit  as  ruU-rs  in  a  brief 
sentence:  It  was  lucky  for  us  that  our  first  (ieorges  were  not 
nioi-e  high-minded  nnui.  ( )ui'  chief  ti'oubles  began  when  W(>  got 
a  king  \\  ho  glorie<l  in  the  imnn^  of  Uriton,  and  being  born  in  the 
cotintry  proposed  to  rule  it.  lie  was  no  mor*^  fit  to  govern  Ihtg- 
laml  than  his  grandfather  and  great-grandfather,  who  did  not 
try." 

Of  this  ai'i'ay  of  noble  kings,  peiliai)s  as  little  resi>ectable  as 
any  of  them,  was  the  mati  the  o])ening  of  nhose  i-eign  inau- 
gui'ated  a  new  a<!niinislrat  ion  lav  New  "S'ork.  ^^'hen  he  has  laid 
<!eoruc'  II.  away  in  his  tomb,  Thackeray  says  of  liin  :  "Here 
\\as  one  who  h.ad  neither  dignity,  h  arning,  nmrals.  nor  wit  ;  who 
tainted  a  u!'eat  society  by  ;\  bad  e\'niii]ile;  who,  in  youth,  man- 
lioiid,  old  age,  M^as  giuss,  low,  and  sensual."  An  Anieiacan  writer, 
playing  on  the  phrase  that  (Jeorge  II.  was  "  by  the  grace  of  Clod 
king,"  etc.,  remarks:   "  Very  few  kings  have  had  less  cdaini  to  the 
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grace  or  favor  of  any  one,  Imman  or  <liviue.  Lie  was  sfliish, 
cruel,  a  bad  son,  a  bail  liiisband,  ij^iiorant,  iiari-o\v,  vain.  His 
luiuisteiis  and  friends  in  ucncral  v\"ero  not  unlike  him." 

This  last  observation  is  [)artieularly  in  point  as  we  relloet  that 
it  was  to  make  way  for  a  favoi'ite  and  i)ersonal  attendant  that  so 
excellent  a  man  and  governor  as  AN'illiam  Iluiaiet  was  removed 
from  the  government  of  New  York.  The  [)rovinee  had  had  its 
share  of  _i;()od,  bad,  and  indil'feient  (diief  magistrates  l)efore  lhat 
irretrie\ably  bad  s[K'rinien,  Cornbnry.  lUit  after  him  there  had 
now  been  a  series  of  excellent  sidections  in  Lovelace,  Hunter,  and 
IJurnet.  Subseiiuontly  we  shall  see  that  a  ])o]icy  seemed  to 
l)revail  and  to  lie  put  into  freiiucni  ]»ractice  that  a  bad  appoint- 
ment from  k^nuland  \\as  belter  than  a  decent  and  acceptable 
governor  u  iio  mi^bt  oitei'  from  anioni;'  tlu'  colonists. 

Jtdin  Monti;(>merie,  Es(j.,  who  was  appointe(l  "governor  of  New 
Voik  by  (Jeorue  II.  inimeili;i !ely  upon  his  accession,  was  a  n;itive 
of  Dumfrios-^hirc.  Srotlaud.  and  some  historians  decorate  hnn 
A\itli  the  title  of  culdnel.  Whatever  ma}'  have  been  his  record  as 
a  s(ddier,  1h'  \\  as  now  a  civilian,  occupying;  a  seat  in  rarliament. 
He  \\as  also  a  courtier,  in  close  peisonal  relation  t<j  the  kin:^  as 
i;i-oom  of  the  bc(l(diamber.  This,  accordiiiu'  to  the  hint  citi'il 
abo\(',  would  aruue  for  thi:"  new  ^'overnoi'  neither  i!;r<'at  mental 
capacity  nor  much  moral  elevation,  ^'et  ]Montj.;oniei'ie's  brief 
career  in  .\  niei-ica  did  not  revea  1  a uy  dejiart  u res  fr( )m  nioral  rect  i- 
tude,  and  while  he  lacked  lu'illiaiicy  of  miiul  he  was  not  a  fool, 
if  ^\e  accept  the  ]>rinciide  ■which  avc  sa^\'  laid  down  recently  that 
a  man  w  ho  is  a  fool  is  not  a  fool  if  he  kno^\■s  he  is  a  fool.  ( bivernor 
Mont  ^omei  ie  was  consciously  ilull  of  ai»prehension.  and  franUv 
said  so,  deidinini;  to  exercisi'  rhe  functions  of  jtresident  of  the 
<  'ourt  of  <  'haiicer\',  of  ^\■hi(dl  I'.iirnet  was  so  fend,  and  whereby  he 
made  himself  so  (djuoxious.  .Mont uonierie,  thej'efore,  gained 
iinmeiise  popularity  by  his  sensible  abneL^a t ion.  And  his  neutral 
character  als(j  i;a\e  him  less  triiul)le  than  the  others  had  ^\•ith  the 
.Assembly. 

About  the  middle  of  Derember,  1727,  Governor  Montiromerie 
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s;iilf(l  from  Eni;lan(l  on  liis  way  to  New  York.  It  was  a  very  bad 
iinif  of  ilio  year  for  a  sea-voyage,  and  Lord  Lovebue's  advice  on 
(In-  sid»jeel  seeni's  to  have  been  entirely  disreuardt'd.  Yet  the 
wisddiii  of  it  was  jnstified  by  this,  his  successor's,  experiiMice, 
;i>  ho  was  not  less  than  live  months  in  reachinL;'  ids  destination. 
A  bllh'  over  live  days  does  the  business  for  ns  to-day.  On  April 
ir»,  ITl'S.  therefore,  ^lontgonierie  landed  at  New  York.  He  at 
oM(  <*  apjieared  before  the  assembled  people  and  had  his  coniniis- 
sioit  read,  and  as  New  Jersey  was  still  placed  under  the  same 
^o\•(■rnment  with  New  York,  as  in  the  case  of  so  many  ])revious 
;,'overnors,  a  week  later  he  went  to  Perth  .\-mbov  and  nublished 
his  commission  there.  The  Assem- 
bly elected  upon  the  writs  issued  by 
(he  retiring  governor  had  not  yet 
met,  and  upon  everybody's  advice 
was  dissolved,  and  a  new  one  called 
for,  which  did  not  meet  till  late  in 
the  summer. 

Brief  as  this  governor's  term  was 
dcstini'd  to  be,  there  to(dv  place  in  it 
one  of  the  most  notable  cfuifei'ences 
with  the  Indians  of  the  ^^ix  Nations. 
-Montgomerie  first  went  to  Albany, 
and  then  to  Schenectady,  the  conn- 
<  i!  tiles  being  lit  at  bolli  i)laces,  and  the  high-flown  eloquence 
of  the  palaver  resonndiiig  now  in  one  place  and  now  in  the  other, 
as  the  sachems  and  the  governor  \'ied  with  one  another  in  polite- 
ness, and  one  or  the  othei"  by  personal  attendance  sought  to 
follow  up  or  outdo  the  <-oni't<'sy  of  his  ally.  In  details  oi-  in  effects 
there  is  nothing  to  be  said  to  distinguish  this  con-ereiice  from 
s<»  many  others.  It  lasted  from  October  1,  1728,  to  about  the  tiftli 
or  sixth  of  that  month.  The  sjjccches  are  all  recoi'dcd  in  the  docu- 
mentary c(dlect  ions  of  the  State,  ami  those  which  '\\'ere  intended 
to  convey  the  tender  sentiments  of  King  George  IT.  toward  his 
red  skinned  confreres  must  liave  drawn  lar"e1v  upon  the  imagi- 
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nation  of  the  spcaKci's.  A1  any  rate,  ^lontuunn'ric  did  what  so 
many  had  done  Ih-Ioic  liiia:  lie  Iccpt  "  tlif  rust  oil  the  chain  lliat 
linked  the  Indians  oC  the  League  to  the  interests  of  ICnuland. 

In  the  history  of  New  \'ork  <'it}'  tlie  name  of  Mont  isomeric 
stands  forevci-  attached  to  an  instrument  that  has  had  a  \cry 
vital  eonniH  tion  w  illi  the  jtrouress  oC  the  nn-l I'opidis.  This  is  the 
"  ^lont ij,(imcri('  ciiai-tcr,'"  snccee(lim;  I)<»nii.an"s  of  KiSO,  and  ex- 
tending;' the  numlicr  <if  the  city's  otlicers,  ,uivint:'  it  a  more  perfect 
orj^a nidation  and  a  laruoi-  nundx^r  of  valuabh^  privih',ues.  It  re- 
maine<l  practically  tlu'  basis  of  tin*  city's  government  fai-  beyond 
the  ]»evolntion,  and  for  some  decades  into  the  nineteenth,  cen- 
t  nry. 

^\'llen  tliis  charter  was  granted,  in  the  year  1731,  the  city  had 
m)t  yet  ]-eached  its  first  ten  thousand  in  po])uIation.  It  lia  1  ex- 
tended its  lines  of  hal)itatio)i  above  Wall  Street,  where  wlade 
sti-eets  had  Ik-ou  laid  out  and  built  upon,  with  a  few  chui-ch 
bnildinu's  of  stune  pretensiojis  to  adm^n  them.  A  stage  line  was 
jtrojected  between  Philadidphia  and  Xe^\•  Yoi'k,  although  it  does 
not  ajipear  to  have  been  in  actual  ojiei-ation  till  a  year  or  nior(^ 
later.  The  ((unniej'ce  of  the  embryo  metiopolis  was  as  yet  of 
modest  i)roporl ions.  During  the  five  yeai's  ]>receding  Mont- 
gomerie's  ad\-ent,  imj»oi'ts  \aried  from  a  little  (tver  twenly-one 
thousand  ])ounds,  or  a  liiindi-ed  thousand  (hdlars,  to  as  many  as 
thirty-eight  thousand  pounds  and  o\-er,  or  say  h'ss  than  two  hun- 
dred thousami  dollai-s,  w  ]n(  h  was  tlu'  lughesl  ligure  attained, 
and  is  credited  to  the  yeai'  1  7l'.~)-l TlN't.  In  ITllS,  A\  hen  h<'  began  his 
a(bninisl  I'a  I  ion,  the  ligure  had  fallen  down  again  to  (Uk-  hundre<l 
thousand  (hdlais.  15ut  the  ex]iorts  that  year  Mere  higher  than  in 
any  of  the  pre\ions  ti\e  (or  L7S,.~)(;i  ),  excepriiig  that  ^■ery  active 
twelvemonth  ending  in  17lM;,  when  the  o:.poi-t  business  of  the 
little  jtort  rea(  bed  ts  t,S."»0,  leaving  a  goodly  "  balance  of  trade" 
for  the  colonial  mertdiants. 

lafe  was  ctuufortalde  and  sal  isfyiug  uialer  t  hese  circunistaTices, 
and  men  and  women  had  a  (diaure  to  gro\\-  rotund  an<l  jolly,  as 
traditi(tri  pictures  tlu^  early  ]vnickerb<.>cker.    Thus  speaks  his- 
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lnii;in  Siiiitli  <»f  what  lie  saw  with  his  own  om's  in  1T:]2:  "The 
iin-n  folicrt  weekly  at  their  ciiihs  in  tlie  e\'enini!,s,  and  the  ladies 
in  winter  fre(inently  entertain.  <'itlier  al  cuncerls  of  ninsic  or 
assemblies,  aiul  make  a  very  i;-ood  appearainc.  .  .  .  The 
richer  sort  keej)  \'erv  plentiful  tables,  abonndinu  with  i^rcat 
varieties  of  hsh,  liesli,  and  f<»wl,  and  all  kinds  of  \  e-cl  a  hies.  The 
coiiiinon  drinks  are  bec  i',  cider,  weak  ])nin  li,  and  Madeira  win<\ 
I'oi-  dessei-t  we  ha\'e  fruits  in  vast  plenty  of  different  kinds  and 
\arions  speci(^s." 

And  back  of  the  ^i-owini;-  and  ]»ros])erous  little  cajiital,  the  in- 
tei-ior  of  the  ]»i'o\ince  Mas  feeliuL;  the  ^^((W  ami  stimulus  of 
de\i'lo]inH'nt  by  increasiiiL:,  population  and  cons<Mpn'nl  cultiva- 
tion. Albany  County  had  in  1T;>1  nearly  as  lar^c  a  number  of 
inhabitants  as  New  York  (^'ouuty  itself,  or  oN'er  ei^hty-li\('  hnn- 
di-ed,  but  then,  of  c<tnrse,  it  covered  nn)re  than  half  of  tlu^  ]»resont 
territory  of  llio  State.  Ulstei-  had  a  ])opulati<)n  of  thirty-seven 
liundred,  and  (>rani;e  of  not  (piite  two  thousand,  while  Dutchess 
stantls  last  upon  the  list  of  counties  wilh  only  about  sev(Miteen 
liundre<l  jieople.  jAmiX  Islaml  rejoiced  in  a  ihiivini;  popnlation 
of  between  seventeen  and  eiuhteen  thousaml  souls.  Thus  the 
whole  provim-e  at  the  time  now  nmhM'  discussion  numbered 
fifty  thousand  two  lunnlred  and  eii^ht  \ -nine. 

^'et,  while  advancing,  the  ])rovince  of  New  York  was  out- 
stripped by  its  iieiuhboi's.  kittle  Counecticut  had  many  more 
people  in  it  at  this  time.  ^Yilliam  Smith  attributes  this 
slower  i»roL;ress  to  the  fact  that  New  ^'ork  was  made  a  stsrt  of 
IJotany  Ihiy  for  the  trans[)ortation  of  criminals  from  Ihiu- 
land.  Almost  every  ship  arriving' ad\'erl  ised  (hat  it  had  onboard 
ine'u  ;nid  woTuen  whose  time  "  could  be  bought,  which  meant  a 
xort  of  white  bondaij,-e  or  slavery  for  peo])le  ^\ho  had  forfeited 
theii'  lilx'i'ty  on  the  other  side.  New  York  also  suffered  the  dis- 
advantage of  an  exposed  frcuitier,  iiecnliarly  attract  i\-e  to  Fremdi 
:"id  Indian  raiders.  Atid  a  cireunistance  eont ribut ini^-  not  a 
III  tie  to  disconrai^-e  settletnents  in  New  ^'ork  oti  a  lar.uv  scale 
v>a>  the  prevaleiu'e  there  (.f  immense  holdings  of  land  by  in- 
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(lividiials  who  had  the  ])()^^T'^  to  (^xci-cisc  uliiiost  feudal  rights 
over  those  who  would  occu]»y  auv  ])ar1  of  their  territoi'ies. 

One  public  act  during-  Montizomerie's  term  is  wortiiv  ol'  es]>e- 
cial  notice:  The  bonu(hiry  line  hei  ween  New  York  and  ronnccti- 
cut  had  often  been  a  subject  of  disi»ul  e.  *  II  luid  run  alony,-  the  Con- 
necticut, and  then  later  l»een  drawn  further  west.  Wlien  laej;- 
lishiuen  owned  the  territory  on  both  sides  of  it,  it  was  just  as  far 
from  settlement.  I'or  a  while  a  line  (h'awn  twenty  miles  east 
of  the  Hudson  was  accepted  as  dividini;-  the  c<»lonies.  In  May, 
1731,  under  Monti;oinerie's  ndld  rule,  with  a  spirit  of  conciliation 
fdlin^-  tlie  air,  an  at^reement  mutually  satisfactory  was  finally 
arrived-  at.  "  A  tract  of  sixty  thousand  acres,*'  says  LossiuL^, 
''lying  on  the  Connecticut  side  of  the  line,  and  from  its  figure 
called  the  Ol>long',  was  ceded  to  New  York,  and  an  e(juivalent 
iu  territory  near  Long  Island  Sound  was  surrendered  to  Connec- 
ticut. Hence  a  div  ergence  froin  a  straight  line  north  an<l  south 
seen  in  the  southern  boundary  between  New  Y'ork  and  C<-»nuec- 
ticut.   The  Oblong  is  nearly  two  miles  long." 

Montgomerie  Avas  the  fourth  governor  of  New  York  to  die  at 
his  post.  I)uring  the  summer  of  1731  the  scourge  of  the  small- 
pox visited  New  Y'ork,  as  it  so  often  fell  upon  communities  of 
civilized  people  in  Europe  and  America  before  Jenner's  remedy 
liad  been  a]»plied  to  check  or  moderate  its  ravages.  AYithin  a  few 
weeks  five  hundred  out  of  a  pojtulation  of  only  nine  thousand 
fell  victims  to  the  disease.  It  is  not  positively  stated  that  the 
governor  wa.s  attacked  by  the  scourge,  but  several  circumstances 
point  that  way.  If  (}ueen  Mary,  in  the  comparative  seclusion  of 
a  ])alace,  could  not  escajx'  the  smallpox  in  1091,  a  governor's 
mansion  would  be  no  safeguard  against  the  infection.  On  dune 
30,  1731,  he  wrote  his  last  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trad<',  and  on 
July  1  he  Avas  dead,  at  li\'e  o'chxdc  in  the  nioi'inng.  Thus  what- 
ever Avere  the  cause  of  death,  it  was  no  lingering  disease,  and  may 
have  been  that  which  Avas  raging  all  through  the  little  town. 

As  his  dennse  necessitated  the  making  of  an  inventory  of  his 
effects,  Ave  gain  therefi'om  ;ui  interesting  vioAV  of  the  pomp  an<l 
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circniiistancc  ntlciKliiii:  a  milxTiiatorial  iiianiiato  in  coloiiial 
(iiiH'S.  Moiit^oiiK'ric  (lied  a  liarliflur,  ami  vet  his  (loiiicslic  a]) 
jtoiiitiiicnrs  iiichidtMl  tiiany  elegant  luxm-ics.  Tlic  ^()Vt'l•ll(»l•  was 
(lie  j)(iss''SS()r  of  sixteen  liei'ses,  \'uv  which  tliere  were  s<'ts  of 
costly  sih'ci'  and  i:,(dd  hediuht  liarness  foi*  occasions  of  state, 
lie  had  also  a  coach  an<l  a  (diaise.  There  were  w  ines  and  liijnors 
iu  the  ynbernatorial  c(dlai'  to  the  value  of  twentydi\'e  hundred 
dollars;  and  for  a  man  (d'  no  su(di  learnini;'  or  liteiarv  tastes  as 
Hunter  and  lUirnet  had.  a  librai'y  of  fourteen  hundre(|  v(dnmes 
was  rather  a  sur]»risinu-  piece  of  jn-opei-ty.  Thei'c  was  also  a 
l)ari;e  of  state,  elegantly  npholsteved  and  co\-ered  with  i:ayly 
colored  awninL;s  and  silk  haniiiniis.  J.oviiiL;-  his  ease,  he  allowed 
public  affairs  to  How  on 
I»lacidly,  and  during  the 
tJiree  years  of  his  ad- 
ministration nothing  of 
special  jiublic  ini])oil- 
auce  occurred." 

One  hour  after  CJov- 
c  r  n  o  r  Monti^omerie's 
death,  at  six  o"(do(dv  iu 
th(.'  morning'  of  Jidy  1, 
1731,  the  council  of  the 

province  devoh'ed  the  govornniem  U]Mn\  one  oi  iis  own  nnmoer. 
It  had  been  sunnnone<l  to  the  nnmsion  in  the  fort  durint;  the 
night,  "wdu'n  the  go\'ernor's  death  IxH-ame  imminent.  It  (b)es 
not  aj^pear  that  the  dyinu  man  was  able  to  c(»nvey  any  directions 
as  to  the  succession,  l^ut  among  his  instructions  was  found  the 
ju'ovision  that  in  sut  li  an  emergency  as  this,  the  oldest  meml)er  of 
the  council,  w  ho,  alwaAs  by  virtue  of  that  fact,  w:  s  its  president, 
should  asunu'  the  ofiu'e  as  acting-govei-nov,  unt il  the  aia  ival  of 
a  duly  ajipointed  and  commissioned  successoi-  from  England. 

This  in  the  pres(^nt  '•as(^  ha])]iened  to  be  Mi-.  Kip  \  an  l)am.  ITe 
had  entered  the  council  in  1702,  or  t  wc^nty-nine  years  before^.  Ho 
was  now  aliout  sixty  years  of  age,  and  ha<l  been  born  at  Albany, 
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wiuTC  Iiis  fatlicr  liad  Ix'cn  Iciiow  ii  as  a  sucfcssfnl  ti'adcf  aiiumL;' 
tlic  Jiidians.  hi  1  (i'JlMMp  \  an  I  »aiii  w  as  already  in  New  Yorl-:  ( 'il  \ , 
and  lie  was  one  aiiion^  )ti'niiiiiiciit  hu'Ih  liaiiis  v>  \u>  were  iiiani 
fostiiit!,'  tlicii  aiil au( iiiisiii  t<i  Leislcr.  This  jxditical  atlilial  ioii 
was  <-(iidii-iiicd  hy  his  < > j)p( )si t  ii »ii  to  Lord  Hi'lhnnont,  from  whose 
vigorous  exccutioi!  (/f  ICnuhind's  traih'  hiws,  xi\n  I)aiii,  as  an 
()^^■lleI■  of  vessi'ls,  of  the  aveia.ue  or  fashionahh'  hoiiesly  of  the 
day,  iieeessarily  suflered  aniKiyanee  and  h)ss.  lie  entei'cil  Corn- 
bury  \s  eoiuu  il,  therefore,  as  a  ])ronounced  anti-Loish'i  ian,  lit  He 
dreamini;-  that  wlien  he  himself  should  have  boeonu^  an  executive 
lie  wouhl  l;i^•e  occasion  to  the  forniati(ui  of  a  popular  party  in 
fla.^i'ant  o]t])osition  to  the  ^'overnnient. 

In  1T;il  van  Dam  was  possessed  of  lar<4e  wealth,  handsome  and 
arist(n-rat ic  in  jjersonal  appearance,  lie  hail  niarriefl  into  one 
of  the  New  York  City  families,  and  some  of  his  children  were 
allied  by  marriai^'e  to  the  lieelauans  an<l  P.ayards  of  the  town. 
The  ba])tismal  i-ecoids  of  the  Duiidi  (duirch  show  a  list  of  fifteen 
(duldren  boi-n  to  .Air.  and  Airs.  Kip  van  I)am,  but  these  did  not 
all  attain  to  nnituiity.  It  Avas  a  i)roud  day  for  that  church  and 
all  for  the  Dutch  community  w  hen  one  of  their  own  number  thus 
became  actin,n-i;ovei'nor.  Kelii;ious  services  were  still  conducted 
in  till'  foreii;n  vernacular,  no  l'">ni;lish  pastor  beini;'  called  till 
more  than  thirty  yeai's  after  this,  or  in  17(11.  At  home,  too, 
Dutch  was  still  the  medium  of  familiar  intercourse,  and  so 
thorough  a  Dutchman,  indeed,  \\as  his  exccdiency,  the  <i•o^■ernol■ 
'  de  facto,  that  it  AAas  said  of  him  and  id'  anothei-  member  of  the 
council,  as  to  theii-  facility  in  the  use  of  the  official  lan^ua^xv 
"  If  they  \inderstand  the  common  discmirse,  't  is  as  much  as  they 
can  do." 

If  the  nation  is  ha})i)y  that  lias  no  annals,  then  perhajis  New 
York  must  be  felicitated  upon  the  hud;  of  history  under  Alont- 
fi'(unerie.  It  exiierienced,  liowe\"(-i-,  jdenty  of  annals  "  after  the 
adndnistrat  ion  had  come  into  the  hands  of  his  suci-essoi's.  Un- 
consciously to  himself,  and  all  unawares  to  all  those  who  rejoiced, 
in  I  lie  I'ule  of  thirteen  moni  lis  ain  oi'ded  to  their  fcdlow-t ow  nsman 
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((!•  fclloAV-coIonist,  these  more  lively  and  liistorv-inakinu-  ox- 
pcriciu-es  l)e.uaii  with  Hip  van  Dam.  Tiouhles  lliat  shook  the 
cilv  and  the  province,  aiid  that  led  to  tlie  assertion  of  popular 
ri^ilits  of  the  most  far-rearhinu'  ronsiMiUcnees,  date  from  his 
assumption  of  the  fiOverniiK'nt. 

'J'hese  troubles  had  their  oi'iuin  in  the  simph',  almost  perfunc- 
tory settlement  of  one  obvious  item,  that  of  the  fixinu'  of  liis 
salary,  about  which  there  was  no  dispute  Avhatever  at  the  time, 
^'et  in  view  of  what  ^rew  out  of  it  later,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
what  was  done  about  it  then.  On  September  3,  1731,  was  to  be 
passed  the  wan-ant  for  twcj  months'  salai-y  of  the  acting-governor. 
A  salary  seems  to  Lave  been  the  last  thing  to  enter  the  minds 
of  council  or  governor  at  the  api»oint mcnt,  for  even  now  noni' 
were  ready  to  act  upon  it.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 
miltee,  of  which  Connciloi'  S>teplien  I^e  Lancej^  was  chairman, 
to  I'eport  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  council.  A  message  was  also 
sent  to  the  speaker  of  the  Assembly,  who  decorously  replied  that 
this  body  would  lea^ve  the  determination  of  the  ([uestion  to  the 
Upper  House. 

There  was  no  haste  in  the  decision,  evidently,  and  doubtless 
van  Dam  managed  to  exist  duiing  the  suspense.  Not  until 
I'ebruary  7,  1732,  do  we  find  this  entry  u])on  the  minntes  of  the 
council :  "  The  Warrant  for  the  payment  of  the  I'l'esidents  Sal- 
lary  being  this  Day  moved  to  the  Board  and  the  reasons  for  and 
against  the  Presidents  having  the  whole  Sallary  Settled  on  the 
late  Governour  being  I'ead  and  ^latnrely  considered  of,  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  President  is  I^ntitled  to  the  whole 
Sallary  a)id  afterwards  a  AVarrant  for  ]>aying  the  President  the 
sum  of  £31»0  for  his  Quarters  Sallary  after  having  been  read  was 
signed  by  his  llonour."  So  far  so  good,  but  miscdiief  was  brew- 
ing. 

It  was  during  van  Dam's  term  of  office  that  the  I'rench  aiH-om- 
plished  their  bold  stroke  of  ]>lanting  a  fortification  at  Crown 
Point.  They  liegan  feeling  about  for  su<  li  an  exploit  as  early  as 
1720,  experimenting  with  vaiious  ])oints  on  the  east  and  west 
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slioros  of  l.alcc  ("haiiiplnin.  r.iil  linnUy,  in  17;n,  tlioy  biiill  Vmi 
r^redorick  on  1  lio  sjio*,  now  bcat  ini;  t  he  nanio  made  liistoi-ic  by  I  he 
annals  botli  of  the  I'rcnch  and  Indian  War,  and  ol'  I  he  ilc\ (tintioii. 
Its  position  was  a  mt^naco  to  New  Yorl<;  rlioni:,ii  snrronndcd  by  a 
vast  wiblci-nt'ss,  it  ^\  as  fai-  within  the  ac'tiial  territory  (d'  tlio 
])ro\  in('e.  From  tljat  coii.'.n  of  Aaiitaj^c  a  coniiiarati voly  <'asy  and 
swift  niarrli  Monld  cnablo  the  I-'icmk  li  to  stiik<'  Alban.\,  wlicnco, 
AV-itli  that  place  secured  in  tlie  rear,  tliei-e  would  be  the  idiance 
for  a  descent  on  New  Ycu'k  <'i1y. 

With  the  Tisual  fairness  and  accuracy  A\  hicli  old  England  and 
New  England  historians  ■♦lisplay  A\  lie]i  they  treat  of  Duldmien, 
William  Smith  succee<ls  in  setting-  forth  the  stu])idity  and  slow- 
ness of  Mr.  A'an  Dam:      l)istini;uished  more  for  tiie  inte^i-ity 

^of  his  heart  than  his  cai)a(Mty  to  hold  the  reins  of  ^o\-erunient,"' 
he  intimates  that  \'an  Dam  never  knew  what  the  nimble  T'lencli 
liad  been  doi7)i;-  until  ]i<'  was  informed  by  (io\ernor  I>(dcher  of 
^Massachusetts.    T'.ut  (ui^imil  do<  uments,  now  lodged  at  Albany. 

^tell  a  different  st(U'y.  van  Dam  seid  IWdclier's  letter  to 

the  Assembly  on  F<'bruary  4,  1732.  It  was  an  act  of  courtesy 
for  him  so  to  do,  and  it  miL;ht  serve  to  stimulate  that  body  to 
prompt  action. 

.  But  it  was  not  their  first  information.  On  Se]>teuiber  30,  1731, 
the  actinu'-<j,overnor  had  sent  a  communication  to  the  Assembly 
telling  them  wiiat  had  been  done  at  Crown  Point,  and  urging 
them  to  act  accordingly.  And  on  Xovendjer  3,  1731,  he  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Lor<ls  of  Trade,  (  inljodying  a  copy  of  an  "  Act  for 
fortifying  the  City  rd  Albany."  As  jiresident  of  the  council  uiuler 
lUirnet' or  Montgomerie,  van  Dam  <'ould  not  well  have  stopjiT'd 
tlu^  I'^rench  alone;  n!)r  c()uld  he  now,  witliout  l^ugland  or<the 
province  at  his  back,  g(^  u])  to  Lake  C]iain]»laiu  and  tear  down 
Fort  Frederick  with  his  (»wn  hands.  If  his  failure  to  do  so  con- 
stituted incapacity  "to  hold  the  reins  of  go\ernment,'"  poor 
dull  Dutchman  that  he  was,  we  will  even  have  to  give  in  to 
William  Smith  aiid  the  history-book  nmkers  of  that  ilk. 

On  l''(d)ruary  -I,  17:12,  three  days  Itefore  that  action  of  the  couu- 
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fil  lixini;'  INIr.  van  I)am's  salary,  lli<'  inajcstic  little  manikin, 
<  Iroru'c  II.,  a^>}M)int('(l  as  ^[(int  uoint'ric's  sncci'ssor  Colonel  Will- 
iam Cosby.  It  w  as  an  a]»])oinl  nicnt  woriliy  of  tlio  sonrce  whcnc*- 
it  ]»i'ocecHU'd,  and  ecauk'ninat i<ni  of  tlic  now  incnnilxnit  conld 
liai'dly  use  langiniii^o  nK)ro  sov-.tc.  Dnt  his  career  fully  just i lied 
the  expectations  and  the  judgment  ^^hich  "we  here  record  with 
j»erhai)S  some  unfair  i)recipilation.  Cosby  had  borne  civil  oflice 
before;  he  had  been  iiovornor  of  the  Island  of  .Minorca,  off  the 
Spanish  coast,  and  the  inhabitants  had  eai;erly  petitioned  the 
government  to  remove  him, 
plainly  accusing  him  of 
theft. 

This  little  episode  did  not 
prevent  his  being  placed  in 
a  more  lucrative  office, 
where  stealing  would  pro- 
duce more  satisfactory  re- 
sults. He  had  married  the 
sister  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax, 
president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  tliat  had  charge  of 
tljo  colonies.  One  of  his 
daughters  was  married 
later  to  the  son  and  heir  of 
tlie  Duke  of  Grafton,  an 
illegitimate  sci(»n  of  royalty,  and  there  are  conflicting  accounts 
whether  an  open  avowal  of  the  match  preceded  the  marriage, 
or  Avhether  it  was  clandestine.  At  any  rate,  when  <icc(Mni)lished. 
it  gave  Cosby  another  hcdd  on  power  to  secure  him  against  com- 
plaints, whatever  he  might  do. 

Before  he  left  England  he  had  secured  for  the  colonists  what 
was  deemed  a  great  advantage  for  them,  and  it  is  said  he  re- 
mained in  London  six  months  afU-r  his  ajtitoint ment  in  oi'<ler  to 
accomplish  this  object.  This  was  the  defeat  of  the  Sugar  Bill, 
which  was  blocked  after  passing  the  Commons  by  Cosby's  rep- 
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resoutations  to  the  Lords.  In  Aii;_'ust,  M'.V2,  accoin])anic(l  liy  liis 
wife,  a  son,  and  two  dan^litcrs,  lie  arrived  at  New  York.  'I'lic 
ceremony  of  indnction  into  ollicc  Mas  soon  dispdscd  of  in  tli<' 
customary  manner,  (-((nsistinu  of  the  parade  in  state  to  i!ie  <"ity 
Hall  in  Wall  Street,  the  readini:;  of  tlu"ji()\'ernor"s  coniniissiun, 
the  swcarinii,'  in  of  the  conncil,  amid  ilie  salvos  of  musketry  and 
artillery,  and  the  ready  lin/zas  of  the  L^ajtin.u  crowds.  Thus  l)ei;an 
Governor  Cosby \s  eveni  fnl  rule. 

The  character  of  the  man  who  had  been  inilicted  on  >,'ew  ^'orI^ 
was  not  lonii,-  in  exhibitini;,-  itself  in  its  true  cohu'S.  He  was  after 
the  money,  and  all  the  nn)Dey  possil)le,  that  could  be  i;ot  out  of 
the  people  of  his  ])roviuce,  and  tt)  ^ct  that  he  had  securi'd  for 
liimself  the  i;()vern(u-shi]).  A\'ith  a  brutally  plain  directness  he 
made  this  noble  aim  manifest.  ^Vhile  still  in  I']n^land  tlie  sum 
of  £750  had  beeu  given  him  for  his  services  in  connection  with 
the  Sui;ar  IJill.  The  Assembly  had  scarcely  met  when  he  th'- 
manded  a  lart!,er  sum,  and  it  was  increased  to  £1,000,  although 
not  ^\•ithout  some  murmuring. 

The  grant,  even  at  its  present  tigure,  awakened  the  governor's 
contempt  rather  than  his  gratitude,  as  his  letters  to  England 
show.  Under  the  pressure  of  this  gre(Mly  impatienc(^  the  Assem- 
bly made  the  governor's  salary  £1,500,  ^\  l^eu  it  had  been  only 
£1,200  before;  and  for  some  extra  services  or  expenses  he  men- 
tioned they  allowed  him  £400.  Tt  Avould  seem  as  if  this  were  a 
prettj-  satisfactory  accumulation  of  funds  for  an  oi-dinary  ava- 
rice; but  the  pro\  ince  had  to  deal  with  one  (»f  an  ext raortlinary 
cai)acity.  And  in  carrying  his  greed  to  the  full  limits  of  which 
it  was  capable,  Cosby  strmd<  the  I'ocks  that  wrecked  his  govern- 
ment, and  gave  a  chance  for  the  deAelopiuent  of  a  new  power 
and  a  new  instituticui  among  the  peoph — the  freedom  of  the 
press. 

Oovernor  Cosby  came  aruu'd  A\ith  an  order  from  tlu^  king 
commanding  Mr.  van  Dam  to  turn  oAcr  to  his  successor  half  of 
the  salary,  emoluments,  and  ])erquisites  of  the  otlice.  during  the 
whole  of  his  occujiancy  of  it.    As  Cosb}'  had  received  the  ap- 
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ji.iiiit iiicnt  only  six  nionflis  before,  ;ni(l  van  Dam  had  acted  as 
i;(t\ crnor  tor  thirteen  mont  hs,  l  lio  out rau(M»ns  injust  ice  of  the  coni- 
niaiid  was  e\  ident  on  the  faee  of  it.  JUit  it  \\-as  bad  work  dis- 
ohcyiiiu'  or  critieisint;-  a  kin^',  even  nndcr  the  four  Cu'oi-^-es.  ^Ir. 
\'an  I>ani,  t liei-ef(tro,  was  ready  to  yiehl  to  the  or(h*i',  only  he 
insisted  ujxm  tho  literal  fnilillnionl  of  it,  ^\■hi(■ll  called  for  "an 
equal  pai'tilion"  between  Cosby  and  hinistdf  of  what  had  been 
recei\  ed  by  either  in  the  service  of  the  colony  as  salary  and  other 
perquisites. 

He  made  a  showing-  whi(di  revealed  that  he  himself  had  re- 
ceived in  toto  £1,075,  7s.,  lOd.  lie  ]>i'(qM)sed  to  surrender  half 
of  this  sum  to  Cosby.  P»ur  tluMi.  on  the  other  hand,  he  eiunnerated 
( 'osby's  receipts,  and  showed  tliem  to  have  amounted  to  the  much 
lari;cr  sum  of  £'(>,407,  ISs.,  10<1.;  and  h<'  claimed  that  "the  e(jual 
jiartition"  oi-dered  by  the  klwj;  must  apply  to  this  sum  as  Mcll. 
When  ( 'osl)y  re])udiated  this  a[)i>licatiou,  which  woidd  have  n>ade 
the  rule  \^  <n-k  both  ways,  van  Dam  (Mpially  refused  to  divide  his 
£1,'J00.  And  then  Cosby  brought  suit  against  him  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  share. 

The  suit  ]>roved  remarkable,  because  in  the  course  of  it  we 
are  br(Uight  face  to  face  with  several  men  (tf  })i-ominence  and  of 
Cfunnuinding  iulluence  in  the  province,  at  the  mention  of  whose 
names  in  connection  ^y\i\\  it  we  may  well  st(»i)  a  moment  for 
some  biographical  details,  for  the  history  of  the  ])rovince  can  not 
proceed  for  a  generation  or  more  after  this  Avithout  constant 
references  to  nearly  all  of  them.  Tt  was  this  suit  also  which 
drew  after  it  consef|uences  which  h-d  to  the  conflict  of  the  press 
with  the  government,  a  conflict  which  resulted  in  a  complete 
triumiih  for  the  people. 

The  suit  its(df  is  quickly  summarized.  Tt  slio^ild  have  ]iro- 
ceeded  under  the  common  law.  T'ut  a  trial  of  the  case  on  its 
merits  merely  was  farthest  from  Tosby's  mind.  There  was  the 
Supr(Mue,  or  Chancery  Court,  and  the  governor  demamhMl 
that  it  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of  English  courts  in  ex- 
cliequer.    Van  Dam's  lawyers  were  William  Smith  and  James 
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Ak'xainlci'.  AV*'  have  alr('a<ly  t'oiiic  upon  the  latter  as  a  iiiciiiIh  r 
of  lUiriK't's  cniiiM-il  in  ITlM).  Iloih  1  ic  a  11(1  Smith  raiiic  to 
colony  tot^ct  licr  in  (lie  s,i  nu-  ship  in  t  ho  _\  oar  1  7 1  o.  Tho^-  noi  Mni- 
of  thoiii  addressed  themselves  to  the  study  (d'  I  he  law  till  al'ioi- 
they  came  to  New  ^'ork,  but  both  at  t  aiiied  dist  iuetion  an<l  \\'ea  1 1  h 
in  the  [)rofession. 

A\'illiam  Smith's  name  is  of  s]»erial  iutoT'est  to  us  bceause  tho 
earliest  history  of  the  provinee  of  New  Yoik,  still  an  iiuporlaiil 
souree  for  niueh  of  our  information,  >\as  written  b}'  a  son  ol'  tho 
same  name,  and  conrinuefl  from  materials  in  his  possession  by 
a  grandson,  third  <d'  the  name,  both  of  these  desceiKbints  re- 
mainini;'  on  the  side  of  the  kin:;'  in  the  i;e\(tlutionary  struiii;le  of 
later  times,  and  leaving  the  country  with  the  Tory  exodus  in 
17S3. 

James  Alexander  has  a  different  claim  upon  our  interest.  ITe 
was  a  relative  of  the  l-]arl  of  Stirlini;-.  to  whose  ancestor  the  whole 
of  L<ui;j,  Island  had  been  granted  by  Charles  I.  in  IGoG.  Alex- 
ander came  over  as  a  civil  engineer,  emi»owere(l  by  Llenry,  fifth 
Earl  of  Stirling,  to  look  u]i  his  (daims  in  America  and  establish 
some  right  to  revenue  from  tliese  lands.  The  son  of  .Tames  was 
that  AA'illiam  Ak'xander  \\'ho  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  our  Kevolutionary  generals,  and  was  known  as  Lord  Stirlim:, 
because,  by  a  number  of  changes  in  the  family  in  England,  the 
title  descended  to  him,  although  never  allowed  there.  It  is  a 
curious  coincidence  that  Stirling's  greatest  claim  to  distinction 
i-estsupon  his  maunihcmt  conduct  in  the  badtle  of  Long  Island. 

In  connei'tion  A\ith  this  suit  ami  the  prococdings  that  grew 
out  of  it,  it  is  of  special  value  lo  read  ('hi<'f  Justice  Daly's  de- 
scription of  these  fi'ioiids  and  hnvyers  as  they  made  Tlu'ir  ap]pear- 
ance  in  courts  and  l)efore  juries:  Alexandei-  was  no  siieakor." 
says  Judge  T>aly,  "but  his  bi-eadth  of  Irarning  and  de]iih  of 
tliouLiht  and  honesty  of  puri>ose  comniMndcd  univei-sal  res])ect 
and  admiration.  Ylv  ])ossessed  the  kna(d<  of  throwing  toii-ilile 
signiticauce  into  a  few  well-(diosen  woi'ds  at  ceitain  times,  and 
was  always  a  formidablo  antagonist.    Smith  was  a  born  orator; 
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s|ic;ikiiiiz:  was  no  elToi  l  to  him,  his  m'aiulcst  (n-atioiis  were  often 
iiiil»roiiii<tii.  His  voice  was  musical,  wliicli,  witli  an  attra<;tive 
f;ice,  line  jncsence,  an<l  ,i;r<'at  personal  ad \ant ;i;j,cs,  were  very 
cH'fctive  wirli  a  ,jin  \ ." 

Smith  aii<l  Alexander'  as  comisel  for  van  Dam^took  exception 
(<>  the  transfer  of  ihe  case  to  the  Supreme  Court,  as  having'  no 
Jnrisdict  ion  in  eipiii  v.  The  (  hicf  just  ice  of  t  lie  province,  presiding:; 
o\ei-  the  coni't,  was  Lewis  Morris,  and  ^\■e  must  stop  a.^ain  to  say 
a  word  about  him.  lie  had  attracted  the  attention  of  (iovernoi* 
Hunter,  who  had  reco.unized  in  him  a  kindred  s]U]-it.  lie  had 
some  lands  in  Xe\\'  Jei-scn'  u\nn\  Ashicli  he  settled  after  a  career 
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of  wanderin-  in  foreiuii  jjarts.  Hunter  imluced  him  to  come  to 
New  ^'ork  and  setth,'  U])on  his  ])atei-nal  estates  in  Westchester 
County,  where  he  had  been  born  in  1071.  He  soon  becann-  a 
member  of  the  council,  and  in  ITIT.  Hunter  appoiiited  him  chief 
justice.  He,  too,  ^\•as  the  ancestor  of  patriots,  amoni;-  whom 
Couverneur  Morris  occtijiied  a  cons})icuous  place. 

It  liaiMlly  neecTed  the  combined  learnini:,'  and  <do(inenc(^  of  the 
two  leadinu'  lights  of  the  law  to  make  the  plea  of  \'an  Ham's 
counsel  effective.  Chief-Justice  ^lorris  could  not  but  a^ree  with 
tlu'iu,  ami  decide  that  the  Supreme  Court  was  not  the  place  for 
bringing-  su(di  a  suit.  Then  Cosby  perpetrated  his  first  act  of 
despotism.    Hitherto  liis  inordinate  greed  had  appeared  to  the 
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people  a  siink-ieiit  lUfnaee;  now  he  be_^an  lo  sli(»w  his  nnsci'ii- 
j)iilous  disregard  of  constitutional  safei;nards.  Cosby  snin mai  ily 
de])osed  Lewis  Morris,  and  appointed  James  De  Lancey  ehicf 
justice. 

Here,  aj;ain,  is  a  pi-rsonality  and  a  nanie  insei>aral)le  from  suit- 
sequent  Ne\\'  Yoik  Iiistoi-y,  the  name  rontinuiiiij,  (juilo  tlii'oiiL;h 
the  Ivevolution,  and  then  also  idcrdillcd  A\ilh  the  o]i])onrnls  of 
liberty.  lie  was  the  sou  of  Stephen  De  Lancey,  a  jnendjer  of  ihc 
council  under  many  governors,  a  Uuj^ueuot  refuj^ee  who  had 
aujassed  a  laruc  foi'tune  at  New  York  in  trade.  His  nH)ther  was 
a  van  Cortlandt.  He  ^as  a  _ura<hiate  of  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge, England,  a\  here  he  had  for  his  tutor  Dr.  Thomas  Herring, 
later  Archbisho];*  of  Canterbury.  He  returnt-d  to  >s\'\v  Yorl-:  in 
1725,  began  the  jirarlice  of  law,  and  marric*!  the  daughtei'  of 
Caleb  Heathcote.  For  sfime  reason  he  attaidK'd  himself  to  Cosby, 
standing  by  him  in  all  those  acts  that  mos(  disguste<l  his  fellow- 
colonists,  allhotigh  during  a  lalei-  administration  he  made  him- 
self very  obnoxious  to  the  gcjverncu'  and  became  the  mainstay  of 
the  populai'  i)arty. 

Having  got  Ijis  case  befoie  a  cotirt  com]*osed  <d'  his  creatures, 
it  g'oes  withoul  saying  that  ('osby  won  his  suit  against  van  Dam, 
but  the  trium]>h  was  only  an  apparent  one.  It  led  the  governor 
on  to  acts  of  incri'asing  arbit i-ariness.  lie  had  no  right  to  depose 
one  chi(^f  justice  and  eU  vate  another  without  the  consent  of  his 
council.  All  sorts  of  heinous  olTenses  Mere  laid  at  liis  dofU', 
amon^'  them  even  forgei-y. 

Some  of  his  acts  seemed  t(»  argue  almost  an  insanity  of  greed. 
He  called  for  thi'  deeds  of  lamls  in  Albany  and  in  New  Jerst'y,  on 
the  pretext  that  he  ^^•ished  t(t  inspect  them,  and  then  before  sev- 
eral witnesses  of  the  dastardly  act  threw  ihvm  into  the  tii'e,  d<^- 
claring:  "  Since  there  are  noAv  no  j)rof)fs  of  owuershi]),  the  })rop- 
erty  reverts  to  myself."'  Old  patents  to  townships  on  Long  Tsland 
he  sought  to  r<mder  worthless  as  fn  idences  of  ]iossession,  so  as  to 
secure  fees  for  their  reissue,  or  in  order  to  seize  the  land  himself. 
The  ^lohawks  prove<l,  by  the  ])resentat ion  of  a  deed  conveying 
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liiipls  t(»  Ik'  Ik'M  f<»i"  tlicir  ht'iictit  :is  a  trust,  that  -rants  could 
not  be  iiiatlc  by  the  i^oN'ci'iK »r  n\'  tlivsc  laiuls  to  pi'i\at('  pci-soiis. 
llv  (riclccry  as  base  as  it  ^\"as  riiicl  and  iiii ]Militic,  lu-  uaiiu-d  jios- 
scssion  (»f  tliat  (b'cd  and  threw  it  into  the  tiiT. 

'Idir  situation  und(  r  sm  li  a  i^o^  crnor  became  simply  iiucndura- 
bh".  r»y  secretly  takinu'  shij)  u]H>n  the  t'ri,u;ite  comnianded  by  a 
Captaiu  !Norris,  ■who  a\;is  euL^aued  lo  his  dau^liier,  Lewis  ,Mori  is 
ni;inai:ed  to  elude  the  susjiicions  vii;ihuice  of  the  uo\ernor,  and 
s;iih'(]  for  England  armed  \\iih  s(>ver.il  j>a]t<'is  containing-  the 
most  damaging  evidence  against  Cosby.  .Morris's  nussion  was 
indoisecl  by  the  Assembly,  and  he  urLicd  tlie  remo\al  of  a  man 
so  unwortiiy  before  the  Lords  of  Ti'ade.  lUit  as  ( 'osby  had  s.iid  : 
"  He  had  i;reat  interest  in  J]ni;]and."  There  ^\■as  Lord  Halifax, 
his  wife's  br(tther,  pi'esidini;  over  the  Loi'ds  of  Trade;  and  Ihe 
Duke  (tf  (Irafton's  son  was  his  son-indaw,  and  \\liat  could  the 
pool'  colonists  expect  to  accomplish  ai^ainst  the  most  wrettdied 
governor  thus  intreuclu'd  in  favor?  Like  a  later  corruptioinst, 
^\■ilh  one  hand  at  the  j)eo])le's  throat  and  the  other  in  their  [xxdc- 
ets,  Cosby  niii;ht  have  asked  t  hem  the  tauntin.i;  ipiestion  :  '*  ^^'ha1 
are  you  i:,'oin,L!,'  to  do  about  it?  " 

There  was'  no  chance  to  <lo  much.  Kesort  was  had  to  the 
public  ])ress,  but  its  resourc-s  at  that  time  >vere  limite<l.  There 
was  only  one  ])aper  i)ublislu'd  in  the  pi'o\ince,  and  this  was 
ju-inted  and  issuetl  liy  \\'illiam  Li-;idford,  w  liom  \\ c  saw  brought 
over  fi-om  I'hilad(dphia  by  (iovernoi-  I'letcher  in  KliKL  In  the 
year  1720,  while  (iovernoi-  liurnet  ^vas  in  the  (diair,  Ib-adford, 
then  sixty-two  years  of  a^e,  bi'ouuht  out  the  first  nuiid)er  of  the 
Xcir  York  Weekly  (Urjlle.  Its  news  ami  ;id  vei-t  isements  covei'od 
both  sides  of  a  half  sheet  of  fool^cnp.  Prosperity  attending;  the 
entei'prise,  theG''':'Y/r  was  enhiriied  to  the  four  sides  of  an  entire 
slu'ct.  T'ut  this  formidable  en^iiU'  foi'  the  formation  or  exjires- 
sion  of  public  opinion  ^\•as  useless  to  the  critics  of  (Jo\-ernor 
Cosby's  acts,  for  I'radfoi'd  \\as  tlu^  lioveiaiment  i>rin1er.  dra\\  ini; 
n  salary'  from  the  public  funds  of  the  pr(»vim-e. 

Still  the  presswas  to  l>e  the  outlet  and  sa f(^ty-valve  for  the  pent- 
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up  iiuliuiKit i(»n  boiling  within  1  he  bioasts  of  the  injured  coliinisi s. 
It  only  nct'dcd  to  stari  anotlicr  papci',  for  wliirli  tliort-  wcic 
money  and  brains  in  abundance,  van  Dam  liavini;  a  i;reat  jilcnty 
of  the  former  re(juisite,  while  his  counselors,  .yexan(h'r  and 
Smith,  \\  itli  t he  ex-(  hief  justice,  wei'e  supplied  with  tiie  lai- 
ier.  A  ]u-iider  M  as  als(»  at  hand.  With  the  l*alatine  imnnuraiiun 
(tf  1710  Iiad  come  a  fainily,  one  of  -whose  (diildr<'n,  John  I'eli'r 
Zenj;er%  had  been  ap]>i-ent iced  to  \\'iliiani  Bradford,  lb'  was 
now  set  tii>  in  Imsiness  for  himself,  almost  o})i)osite  Alexander's 
residence  on  P.road  Street,  and  in  Xovember,  1733,  appeared  the 
first  number  of  the  Xnr  York  Wrd-Iji  Jonnuil,  the  rival  and 
political  oppouent  of  the  (lazcllc,  aud  of  mucli  the  same  general 
appearance. 

Now  folloAA'ed  in  rapid  succession  for  nearly  a  whole  year  a 
variety  of  attacks  on  the  jio^  eruor  ami  his  acts.  They  were  in  the 
sliai)e  of  letters  signed  by  various  classic  personages,  sucdi  as 
Cato  and  others.  Occasionally  songs  appeared  by  \\ay  of  a 
change  of  diet,  and  some  of  these  were  considered  so  scandalous 
by  the  government  that  the  attention  of  the  grand  jury  was 
calhnl  to  them,  ami  it  was  nmved  by  the  elo(]uence  of  De  Lanc«'y 
to  order  the  nundiers  of  the  JonrnaJ  containing  them  to  be  burned 
by  the  comnn)n  hangman. 

'llie  merry  round  of  s((uil)s,  and  songs,  and  ])asipiinades  went 
on.,  w'nh  wit  more  or  less  happy,  with  \  ituper-ation  not  free  from 
coai-sen.ess,  ami  personalities  (luite  unrest raim^d.  Again  several 
numbers  -were  ord(-re<l  burned  by  the  hangman  on  Xovember  2, 
1731,  and  the  mayor  and  coiinuou  council,  who  Avere  on  the  side 
of  the  o])position,  wei-e  coiniHande<l  to  be  ]>resent  at  the  cere- 
mony, which  they  ju-c-mptly  (h  i  lined,  and  in  addition  ftu-bade  the 
hangman  to  ixufiu'ui  that  function  at  all,  so  that  the  goverm)r"s 
adhc-rents  were  fain  hire  a  negro  lo  btnai  the  pajiers.  and  se- 
cured the  attendance  of  a  few  soldiers  for  an  audience. 

Exasperated  beyond  nil  bonmls  of  im^tsou,  the  govermtr's  ])arty 
now  Ment  to  the  (extremity  of  arresting  Zenger.  The  arrest  took 
place  on  November  17,  1734,  and  it  did  not  lessen  the  sense  of  the 
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,,uir-;iu«'  tli-'^t  it  was  ed'ectcd  on  a  Sumlay.  Thv  eliar^f  against  the 
l-iintcr  was,  of  coiii-sc,  that  of  lil)e1.  There  had  been  a  whole 
lilt'iature  of  lilxd  pnldislied  in  hib  jjaper  diu-ing  the  twelvemonth 
«if  its  existence.  lUit  tlie  accusation  conceiitralfMl  itself  iqion 
two  specimens  of  audacity.  OiU'  of  these  contaiuf^l  the  awful 
words:  "The  people  of  Xew  York  think,  as  matters  now  stand, 
that  their  liberties  and  ])r<^]»erties  are  ]>recarious,  and  that 
slavery  is  likely  to  be  entailed  on  them  and  theii-  jtosterity,  if 
some  past  things  be  not  amended." 

These  expressions  of  alarm  seem  vague  enough  and  hardly 
snfiicient  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  an  action  for  lilud.  The  other 
passage  selected  came  somewhat  more  directlv  to  the  Doint.  It 
i-epresented  a  suppositit  ious  citi- 
zen, of  Avhom  there  may  have 
been  many  examples  in  the  llesh. 
who  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
emigrate  from  New  York  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  exi)lains 
his  removal  to  a  friend  thus: 
"■  ^Ye  see  men's  deeds  destroyed, 
judges  arbitrarily  displaced,  neAv 
courts  erected  without  consent  of 
the  Legislature,  by  ^^■hi(h,  it 
seems  to  me,  trials  by  juries  are  taken  away  when  a  governor 
pleases;  men  of  known  estates  denied  their  votes,  contrary  to  the 
received  practice  of  the  best  expositor  of  any  law.  Who  is  there 
in  that  province  that  can  call  anything  his  own,  or  enjoy  any 
liberty  longer  than  those  in  the  administration  will  consent  to 
let  them  do  it?  For  which  reason  I  left  it,  as  1  believe  more 
will." 

The  first  act  undertaken  in  aid  of  Zenger  by  his  powerful 
friends  was  to  sue  out  a  writ  of  Inihcdx  corpus  for  him.  ITe  swore 
tliat  his  worldly  possessions  did  not  exceed  £40,  whereupon  De 
Lancey  promptly  fixed  his  bail  at  tw(uity  times  that  amount, 
or  £800.    nis  friends  were  (luitc  able  to  raise  that  sum,  but  it 
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suited  tlicir  jmii  jmiscs  hi'ltcr  to  \r{  Zciiucr  siilTcr  iiii jirisoiiiin'iii  tui 
a  Mliik'.  He  was  not  so  rlDsdy  coiiliiicd  or  so  ciitirclv  cxcl ihIimI 
from  ('oiiiiiiuiiicat  ion  \\itli  liis  ^\ilV  and  joiiriicyiiicu  l»iit  thai  he 
Avas  euabk'd  to  coiilimic  the  eoiidvu-t  ol'  his  {kiiht  w  liile  he  w  as  in 
jail. 

(^ji  January  2S,  ]7.">."),  the  ,L;rand  jury  refused  to  indiet  Zt'ni;cr, 
and  i'el<'ase  shmild  hax'e  l'olh)\\('(L  I'.ut  th^'  court  party  had 
other  resources.  I'roceediuL^s  by  inloruiat  ion  were  instituted  by 
the  altorney-,m'nera],  Kic  hard  T.radh'y,  and  tlie  [xior  piinter  Wiis 
again  held,  the  cliarucs  now  beiu^  based  detiiditdy  on  llie  con- 
tents of  Xos.  13  ant]  23,  cited  above.  Tlie  trial  came  up  i:n  April 
15,  ITo.j,  before  the  Su]>ri'nie  Court.  Zenker's  t-ouns(d  w fre,  of 
coui-se,  the  famous  iiair,  .Vlexander  and  Smith.  The  ^i^round 
taken  was  a  bold  one. 

The  htwyers  objected  to  the  validity  of  the  ju<li;-es  sitting:,  on 
the  ease.  They  had  been  a])poiiile<l  by  the  lioM'i'iKu-  during 
ideasure,"  while  the  constitution  r''(|uired  th(\\"  should  hold 
office  during  i;(iod  behavior."  In  addition,  the  (diief  justice  had 
rejdaced  his  })redecessor  by  the  mere  w  ill  of  the  jj,(t\ernor,  w  hen 
such  an  act  could  only  be  \alid  with  the  consent  of  cttuncil. 
Sniitli  and  Ale.vaiider  blandl\  juoposed  to  ar^ue  these  jtoiiits  be- 
fore the  judges,  when  1  )e  Lancey  threw  another  bomb  into  the 
camp  of  the  popular  party  by  promptly  disbarring  the  two  law- 
yers. It  was  indeed  trtie,  as  h<'  said  to  them,  '^hat  they  had 
brought  matters  to  a  ]iass  that  either  the  judges  must  go  from 
the  beiK  h  or  the  lawyers  must  be  exptdled  from  the  bar.  r>ul  it 
only  a(hle(l  fmd  to  the  tire  in  the  intlaming  of  the  ]io]»ular  tniud 
against  smdi  acts  of  arbitrary  and  irresponsiide  desjxjtism.  'i'he 
governor  and  his  creatttres  would  one  da.\'  have  to  reckon  with 
t  he  indigiui  t  ion  aroused. 

The  ]M-isoner's  case  now  S(HMne(l  hojteless  indeed,  without  com- 
jteteiit  lawyers  to  defend.  The  court  had  appointed  counsel  f(U' 
defense,  but  it  was  doubTfu.l  if  he  might  lUil  also  be  in ll u<'nce(l 
in  fav(»r  of  the  appointing  power,  ami  lie  certaiidy  had  not  the 
presti.geor  th(^  ability  of  Alexander  and  Smith.    These  men  were 
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11.. I  idle,  llicy  had  tlu'  whole  coiniiuiiiit y  to  had;  tliciii.  The 
|H',.j.|e  felt  that  this  was  theii-  own  case,  that  tlieir  liherties  were 
on  iiial,  and  that  defeat  in  this  instance  wonld  mean  disastei-  to 
I  he  best  interests  of  t  he  j»ro\  ince.  It  is  slated  l)y  some  liistorians 
that  it  was  to  this  time  mnsi  be  ti-ari'd  (lie  origin  of  that  ori;ani- 
/alion  wiiich  phiye*!  so  important  a  part  in  tlie  troul)h'S  h-adini; 
to  the  ]»e\(»lntion,  (lie  "Sons  of  Uberiy,"  or  "liberty  JJoys." 
W'hellier  this  was  precisely  the  ease  may  be  doubtful,  but  cer- 
tainly nuuiy  heads  were  ])\it  together  in  seiret  conchncs  to 
counteract  tho  sidiemes  of  the  government.  And  one  surinise  of 
\  ita!  moment  was  si)run!j,  upon  the  court  jiarty,  which  turned  the 
scales  elTectively  against  them  at  the  next  trial. 

This  was  scdiedulctl  lo  take  place  on  Aui^ust  4,  IT.').").  (Miief 
Justice  De  Lancey  and  his  colleaiiUes  thoui;ht  to  Innc  everything;' 
tlieir  own  way.  The  fornier  started  with  some  irrei;ularity  in 
the  i»roceedin,us,  whicdi  was  stojtped  by  tlu^  protest  of  John 
C'hambel'S,  the  couns(d  assiuiied  by  the  court  for  the  ]»risoner. 
The  jury  to  try  Zeni^i-r  was  what  is  called  a"  struck  jury,"  formed 
i»y  strikin,u  frtun  the  panel  a  certain  number  luiowii  to  belon^^ 
to  eitlier  parly,  and  leaving;  finally  the  re(|uired  number  of  twelve 
nu-n.  Kichard  F>radk'y,  the  attorney-ficnei'al,  then  opened  for  the 
LioNCT'nmeut,  citing;'  the  passai^es  liiven  a  few  i)ap,es  back  about 
siidxini;-  into  slavery  and  destroying  deeds,  and  trial  by  jury 
abtdished.  These  were  <diaract<'rized  as  fals(%  scandalous,  and 
malicious,"  and  for  tliese  punishnu'iit  was  demanded  for  the 
on'eiulin;^'  ]>rinter.  It  then  bi'came  the  turn  foi-  i)resentin,u'  7.ot\- 
;4<'r's  side  of  the  cas(\  Such  Mas  the  interest  of  the  community 
in  t  he  issue  that  the  court  room  in  t  he  (dd  City  Hall  was  crowded 
(o  the  utmost  ca]»acity,  and  a  ij,reat  number  stood  without 
liie  buildinu  eagerly  wailing  for  the  si.unal  as  to  how  the  verdict 

Went. 

'I"he  friends  of  ZenL;<'r  had  arrani^cd  for  a  di'amatic  surprise. 
NN'hen  the  ilefeiise  of  the  prisoner  was  calhM]  ujion  to  open,  >rr. 
Chambers  did  not  arise.  A  venerable  t'lLTure  took  tlu^  floor,  and, 
addressing-  the  presulinu-  jud^e,  said  quietly:      ^lay  it  please 
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your  honor,  I  am  concernfMl  in  this  case  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Z<'ii:;er, 
the  (lef('n(hnit."'  Tlie  sjicakcr  was  at  once  rceoi^inizcd  as  Mr. 
Andrew  Hamilton,  of  J*liila(l<'l[thia,  the  most  famous  lawyer  an<l 
most  ek)qn<'nt  orator  in  tlie  colonios.  His  services  had  boen 
secretly  engaged  by  Alcxan(h'i-  and  Smith. 

A  recent  historian  of  tlie  j.;cnll(  r  sex,  who  iias  succimmUhI  in 
gleaninu'  many  a  liit  of  valuable  colonial  history  from  the  gossip 
and  li'aditions  of  old  families  in  New  York,  gives  a  lively  i)icture 
of  a  trip  ostensibly  to  Perth  Amboy  by  Mrs.  Alexander  in  her 
private  yacht;  whence  she  slipped,  unannounced,  by  land  to  I'hil- 
adelphia.  Here  she  saw  the  great  lawyer  and  secured  his  cordial 
accei)lance  of  the  (h'feuse  of  Zenger.  ^\'e  are  told  that  "  ^Mrs. 
Alexander  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  point,  and  was 
in  a  position  to  state  it  clearly  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  also  the 
opinions  of  ^lessrs.  Smith  and  Alexander  as  to  the  line  of  argu- 
ment to  be  used,  and  he  was  also  supplied  with  the  necessary 
papers,  width  trailition  states  were  caiaied  to  Philadelphia 
quilted  into  Mi-s.  Alexander's  best  silk  petticoat." 

Mr.  Hamilton's  a]>pearance  at  the  trial  created  an  immense 
sensation,  exactly  as  had  been  designed.  He  simplified  the  case 
for  the  jury's  decision  i\t  one  sti'oke,  by  waiving  the  necessity  of 
proA'ing  the  publication  of  the  objectionable  passages.  He  ad- 
mitted this.  Tlie  attorney-general  then  claimed  that  the  matter 
was  ended  imd  that  conviction  must  be  the  verdict.  Hamilton 
corrected  him  i)rumptly,  and  said  that  it  was  now  his  place  to 
pro^  e  that  1he  j)assages  were  a  libel  on  the  governor.  De  Lancey 
thought  to  coiaier  the  veteran  counsel  by  bringing  forward  the 
peculiai'  ruling  which  had  been  in  force  in  studi  cases  heretofore, 
that  the  truth  of  the  statements  in  a  lilnd  made  no  difference 
as  to  the  libel — that,  in  f;i<'t,  the  truth  only  made  th(^  lilxd  worse. 
Hamilton  retoi'te(l  ^\•ith  telling  effect  that  this  lailing  did  very 
well  for  the  star-t  hamber  days  of  TMiarb's  TI.,  but  that  times  had 
(dianged  and  that  complaints  of  injustice  against  a  ruler  or  his 
laws  were  now  recognized  as  the  right  of  subjects. 

De  Lancey  thereupon  refused  to  allow  the  proofs  of  the  libel 
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to  Itc  l)r'>iii;lit  forward.  Instead  of  bcinn  non])luss('(1  hy  such  an 
ont raucous  decision,  llamillon  rcii!i<Ml  :  I  tliaid<  yoni-  honor, 
ami,  turiiini^'  to  tin*  jnry,  said:  "  <  lent  Icnicn  of  llic  jury,  to  yon 
we  must  now  a])i»eal  for  witnesses  of  the  facts  we  liave  offered 
and  are  denied  llie  liberty  to  prove;  you  are  to  be  judges  of  the 
hiw  and  the  facts.'"  The  a,i;cd  speaker,  beai'inu  tiie  wei.uht  of 
full  ei.ulity  years,  then  commenced  an  address,  ^\•lli(•h  lasted  for 
lionrs,  upon  every  word  of  whith  the  hea]-ers  huni:,  l»reathless, 
thrilling:;  the  lioarts  of  the  ])opuIar  paity  \\  itli  ideas  pleasinj;  to 
them,  but  never  raised  to  such  an  (devation  of  moral  rectitude  oi' 
jiatriotie  uns(dlishness,  while  at  the  same  time  rea<lin.i;  severe 
lessons  of  warning'  to  those  whose  business  it  had  been  to  oulracco 

the  people's  sense  of  justice  ^   

and  to  op})ress  them  by  ar-  '  -  .^'y'- 


CITY  HALL,  Nt.W  YOKK,  IX  1700. 


bilrary  acts.  "  Shall  not  th 
oppressed  have  cxvn  the 
riii,ht  to  complain;  shall  the 
press  be  silenced  that  evil 
governors  may  liave  their 
way?  *'  tlie  orator  ex- 
claimed. 

Alluding'  to  the  fact  that 
the  grand  jury  would  not 

indict  his  client,  and  that  the  case  was  instituted  by  "  infoiana- 
tion  on  the  ]^art  of  the  attorney-general,  Hamilton  saiil:  "The 
practice  of  inf(n'niation  f(U"  libels  is  a  sword  in  the  hands  of  a 
"wicdced  king,  and  an  arrant  co■\^-ard,  to  cut  down  and  destroy  the 
innocent."  ITe  toolc  the  bold  ground  that  no  go\-ern(U'  can  claim 
support  or  allegiance  "  who  goes  about  to  desti'oy  a  [n-oviin  t^  or 
its  privilege's,  ^^"hi(dl,  by  I  lis  Majesty,  he  was  a])]Miinte(l.  and  by 
the  law  he  is  Ixumd  to  protect  ami  encourage."  As  oiu'  has  well 
said:  "  Tt  would  be  im]»ossible  to  i:ive  any  distinct  idea  of  this 
wonderful  s]>eecli.  Its  chief  trait  that  raises  it  above  all  others 
is  its  prophetic  novelty.  In  tlie  midst  of  tlie  dim.  uiitixed  nofiiuis 
of  the  age  of  monarchy  and  trranny,  it  brings  into  a  clear  light 
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all  the  priiicipb's  <»f  t'rcc  siicccli  and  free  tliouj^lit:  that  rule  anions 
us  t(i-(lay."  'I  111'  pel  oral  ioii  has  been  <|ii()tc(l  in  many  liisi  orirs, 
I)ut  it  w  ill  l)cai'  rnMpn'iit  rcict  il  inn,  and  can  never  he  reail  loo 
often.    He  (dosed  in  the  loUowinu  words,  having;'  spoken  of  tlie 

111  or  \  ai'id  necessi  t  \'  of  the  ih  fense  of  fl'eedoni  : 

"  I  am  truly  une<|iial  to  su(di  an  nndertaldn^  «>n  many  a<'counts, 
and  yon  see  1  lalmr  under  the  weight  of  nian_\'  years,  and  am 
borne  down  with  urear  iidirmities  of  bo(ly;  yet  ohl  and  weak 
as  I  am,  I  shotdd  t  hiidv  it  my  <ltity.  if  reipiired  to  to  tlie  ut  most 
])art  of  the  land,  \\  here  my  services  c<inld  be  of  use  in  assisting 
to  (|Uen(  h  the  thune  of  i)rosecnt  ions  set  on  foot  by  the  _2,d\('rnmen  t 
to  <U'])rive  a  ]»eople  (d"  the  ri.i;ht  (d'  renionstrat inj;'  and  com|dain- 
inj:;,  too,  of  the  arbitrary  attemjjts  of  men  in  ]>ower.  l>nt  to  con- 
flnde:  the  (|nestion  l:<dore  the  conrt  and  yon,  iientlemen  of  the 
jur-y,  is  not  of  small  or  jirivate  conceiai;  it  is  not  the  cause  of  a 
poor  printer,  nor  of  New  Yorlc  alone,  which  you  are  no\\'  tryinp;. 
No!  It  ina\-  in  its  consequeuces  affect  every  freeman  that  lives 
under  a  P.ritisli  Lioverninent  on  the  main  of  America.  It  is  the 
best  cause,  it  is  the  cause  of  libertyl 

''And  1  malve  no  doul)t  but  your  npriiiht  conduct  te-day  will 
not  oid\'  entitle  >on  to  the  love  ;ind  esteem  of  \  ()ur  fellow-citizens, 
but  every  one  \\ho  ju'efers  freedom  to  slavei-y  will  bless  and 
honor  y(Ui  as  men  w  ho  ha\e  bnllh'(l  the  attem]»ts  of  tyranny,  and 
by  an  im]">artial  and  nncorru]>t  verdict  have  laid  a  noble  founda- 
tion foT'  seciii  inu  to  (aiis(d\'es,  our  j)osterity,  and  our  neighbors 
that  to  whi(  h  nature  ami  t  In'  laws  of  our  couidry  have  !2,iven  us  a 
ri;^ht — the  liberty  both  of  exposiuL!,-  and  oiqiosin^'  arbitrary 
power,  in  these  jiarts  of  the  world  at  h'ast,  by  sjieakin^  ami  writ- 
inj>-  the  truth." 

Nothing  could  resist  the  force  of  this  a]ip(\il  ann^n^-  a  ])eople 
who  cared  a  straw  for  their  ]it)erty  or  their  sel f-resp(H-t.  P.radley 
demamled  the  conviction  of  Yj'wjov;  the  ihief  justice  (diarii(^d 
with  unsciai]>ulous  partiality  that  the  jury  must  convict  him.  It 
mattered  not.  These  feeble  attempts  to  stoo  (he  tide  were 
brushed  aside  b\-  the  onnishino-  wave  of  enthusiasm  swellin£r 
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Mii'.oii";'  the  people.  It  caiTied  upon  its  crest  tlx'  jniy  in  whose 
Ii:iih1s  was  tlie  fate  of  the  prisoiu'i'.  The  ^•eI'(^u•t  was  iiistaiila- 
iicons:  Not  ;;uin y."  A  sliout  of  exultat  ion  shook  t  he  huiMIni;, 
an<l  it  was  tal^en  ui*  by  the  crowds  in  Wall  Sti-cct  and  I'.road 
Sircot.  The  poor  printer  was  I'cleascd  I'roni  duress,  ajid  jtult- 
Iislie<l  ]n<i.  ./oiiriKil  for  many  a  year  ther<'aftei'.  The  cause  ot  the 
people  liad  been  \indicated.  The  pi-ess  liad  a(dne\('d  a  signal 
triuinpli  in  its  conllict  ^^•ith  an  oppressive  and  arluliary  ^overn- 
Mienl.  And  the  cry  the  "  Liberty  of  the  Press,"  raised  to  t  lie  echo 
in  fi-ee  New  York,  was  taken  up  with  fervor  in  the  other  colo- 
nies. 

CI overnor  Cosby  lived  less  than  a  year-  after  this  serious  rebidce. 
As  we  remarked  of  C'ornbui-y.  his  badness  as  an  othcial  and  a 
man  really  was  of  gi-eat  service  to  the  colony  he  sought  (o  injure. 
The  acts  of  these  men  opened  the  eyes  of  the  peojjle  to  tlie  possi- 
bilities of  mischief  that  lay  within  their  power,  if  not  opposed 
and  restricted,  and  thus  they  were  taught  to  guard  theii'  own  in- 
terests, and  to  ado])t  measures  that  had  in  them  ever  more  and 
nu)re  of  the  princii)les  of  sel f-i;()vernment.  'j'he  Assembly  U'as 
not  dissolved,  l)ut  it  was  not  ])ermitted  to  meet  except  at  lon.u' 
and  uncertain  intervals,  as  it  suited  the  humor  of  the  ^overuoi-. 
In  1734  it  met  and  made  sev(n'al  advances.  (Juakers  were  given 
the  ]iriviley,e  of  making  affirmation  instead  of  taking  oaths, 
which  gave  them  the  right  of  sitting  in  the  Assembly,  wlieuce 
they  had  been  excluded  in  ir.9J. 

A  complaint  of  Attorney-Oeneral  Bradley  reveals  the  fact 
that  the  Assemldy  attached  as  riders  to  ai)])ropi'iations  "•some 
bill  injurious  to  Ilis  ^fajesty's  prerogative  and  interest,  wliitdi 
must  be  complied  with  or  no  mon(\v  can  be  had  for  the  necessary 
snp[)ort  of  the  govi^'nuKMit."  Taught  by  T'osby's  conduct,  the 
Assembly,  in  M'M,  passed  an  act  providing  for  th(^  election  of  a 
new  ass(Mnbly  every  three  years,  so  that  business  should  not  b(^ 
ham])ered  by  the  govern(»r's  refusal  either  to  call  or  to  dissolv(^ 
the  body.  This  could  hardly  expect  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the 
gi>vernor,  but  it  v/as  one  of  those    previous  and  open  stei»s  which 
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a  dependent  province  can  take  to  render  themselves  inilepciidcnt 
at  their  phnisure." 

Cusbv  had  become  a  sufferer  from  consumption,  (U'velo])iMl  in 
the  severe  climate  of  New  York'.  As  most  })at  icnts  of  t  hat  disease, 
he  alternated  ln■t^veen  liojx'S  of  I'ec overy  and  fears  of  a  spe(Mly 
termination.  The  A\-iuter  of  1  Too-lToii  was  rathei-  more  ti'vini; 
than  nsnal,  and  the  ^o\ernor"s  mansion  in  the  fort  was  exposed 
to  tlie  full  swe(»p  of  the  wintry  l)lasts  across  the  w  ide  hay.  lOvery- 
tlnni;-  j>oint<'d  to  a  fatal  i-esnlt  as  the  \\  inter  drew  to  a  close. 

There  was  not  ninch  To  insure  mental  comfoit  \\hih^  the  eon- 
su]ni»tion  M  as  advancing  in  its  sta.ues.  The  Zeni^cr  trial  ^\'.is  only 
shortly  in  the  past,  and  it  luid  had  its  echoes  in  England,  wliere 
even  Cosby's  great  interest  "  could  not  blind  the  anthoriiies  to 
the  fact  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  exasjierating  tln^  jieople 
of  his  province.  Tludr  ears  ^\'ere  now  lent  more  willingly  to  the 
tales  of  fraiiduletu  acts  and  violations  of  deeds  and  trusts.  The 
royal  council  ruled  tl.at  Lewis  ^Morris  ha<l  been  illegally  removed 
from  the  oHice  of  chief  justice.  Tin  y  did  not  go  to  the  length  of 
dejuandiug  the  deposition  of  De  Lancey,  but  they  thought  to 
compensate  Morris  by  making  him  governor  of  Nt-w  Jersey.  Alto- 
gether, the  tables  a[)peared  to  be  tui  ning,  and  it  is  likely  if  Cosby 
bad  lived  he  W(juld  lnwe  been  recalled. 

About  ]Mar*di  1.  173d,  there  was  every  indicati(Ui  that  the  gov- 
ernor's end  was  near.  In  the  extrendty  of  death,  however,  he 
contem]tlated  and  jtei'iielrateil  a  final  and  sui>reme  act  of  tyr- 
anny. The  aiipointment  oi-  r(=mov;il  of  members  of  the  provin- 
cial coum-il  was  a  matter  scru]iuloiisly  exercised  by  the  ati- 
thorities  at  home  alone,  who  only  accepted  I'ecommendations  on 
tlie  subject  from  tlie  governors.  T^snally  tlie  members  of  the 
council  were  ennmei'ated  one  l)y  one  in  the  i nst laictions.  and  if 
changes  seemed  expt^dient  after  the  governor  arrived  on  tlie 
gronml,  tlu^se  were  made  after  due  rej^oi't  and  recommendation 
to  the  Lords  of  Tra(h\  To  illustrate  how  stringent  was  this  nde. 
we  need  only  mention  tliat  Ldj^  van  Dam  was  still  a  member  of 
Cosby's  council,  after  ■•11  that  had  happened  between  the  two 
raen. 
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As  such,  of  course,  Ik-  wns  still  also  the  senior  uK-mbev  and  the 
jii-esiilcnt,  antl  upon  hiui  \\'oul'.l  a.uaiii  la II  the  ;j;i>\ernnient  in 
i-asc  of  ('osby's  'loath.  This  the  dvin^  i^oNcriior  (Ictcrniiiiccl  to 
jifcvcnt,  and  he  did  not  hcsilato  to  i-csoi-t  to  the  desperate  ex- 
petlient  of  renio\inii  van  l)ani  rr()ni  the  conncil.  A  seci'et  meet- 
ing' \vas  called  in  (,'osby's  be(l-ehanil)er,  and  at  that  session,  in 
itself  flai;Tantly  illegal,  lie  or<lered  the  jiresident's  name  to  lu- 
st rickeu  from  the  list  of  memlx'rs.  w  hereby  George  T'larke,  <^nce 
secretary  of  the  ])rovinee,  and  now  n<^xt  in  seniority  to  van  Dam 
in  the  council,  became 
president,  ami  the  succi'S- 
sor  to  the  chief  direction 
of  affairs. 

Nothing  was  known  of 
this  on  March  7,  1730, 
when  Cosby  breathed  his 
last.  Then,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  conncil  to 
arrange  foi"  the  continu- 
ance of  the  government, 
the  seci'et  came  out  as 
van  Dam  was  about  to 
assume  the  ollice  that  was 
his  by  right.  The  obse- 
quious council  ratified  the 
illegal  act  of  the  dead 
governor,  only  one  man  of  tlio  council  supporting  van  Dam's  con 
tentions.  Dut  the  latter  had  the  whole  C(»lony  bacdc  of  him,  as 
well  as  the  right  of  the  situation.  He  assumed  the  government 
as  piesident  of  council,  and  demanded  the  provii  rial  st-al  from. 
'Sirs.  Cosby  for,  to  be  correct,  T>ady  Crace  Cosby).  Re  also  went 
on  appointing  a  new  mayor  and  other  city  olficers,  and  when 
Clarke  and  his  adherents  intrenched  themselves  in  the  fort  and 
put  the  garrison  under  arms,  the  resolute  van  Dam  called  out 
the  militia,  who  responded  with  a  will.  Thus  the  miserable  Cosby 
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had  loft  strife  ami  pci-il  for  the  prdviiuc  as  a  Ici^acy  even  aftci 
his  death. 

The  (own  and  ]trovince  remained  under  llie  threat  of  actual 
ei\  il  war  unt  il  ( >(  tol)(  i'.  When  it  sc-nied  as  if  tlie  cai amity  couhl 
no  lon^f-r  he  a\('rted,  tlie  solulion  came  from  I'n^himl  in  lli;' 
shape  of  a  commission  as  lieutcuant-.uovernor  for  ( ieori;e  ( Mark<'. 
It  was  a  vviy  pecuiiai"  proce(■dill^  on  tlie  pari  of  a  woll-con- 
stitutt'd  government  thus  to  condone  and  vindicate  tla^raid  and 
riotous  illegality,  r.ul  the  "  ureal  interest  "  was  still  at  work. 
The  relat  i\cs  of  ( 'oshy  in  hiuh  station  could  not  afford  to  have  his 
record  raked  n}>  I)\  sucii  a  sm-cossor  as  van  Dam.  It  was  safer 
for  all  ai'ound  to  hush  np  and  cover  n])  the  clamoious  and  nasty 
past,  and  (leor^e  Clarke  could  he  trusted  to  do  it.  Perhaps  it 
was  a  concession  that  his  (»flice  was  entitled  lienleiuint-i;()verm)r, 
for  he  was  in  the  chair  for  seven  years,  longer  than  many  a  g(»v- 
ornor  before  or  aftei*  him. 

George  Clarice  had  come  to  the  jn'ovince  in  1703,  while  Corn- 
!)ury  ^\•as  governor.  His  wife's  name  was  Aune  Hyde,  which 
indicates  relationshij)  to  Cornhniy.  He  was  a  lawj'er  by  pro- 
fession and  was  ap]»ointed  secretai-y  of  the  province.  IIo  began 
early  to  make  his  position  t(dl  upon  his  fortunes,  and  in  course  of 
time  he  obtained  a  seat  as  one  of  the  council.  11  was,  therefore, 
as  second  in  seniority  that  he  would  liave  ]U'oper]y  succeeded 
Cosby,  if  van  Dam  had  been  projH'idy  i'enn)ved  from  the  council. 
]>ut  the  iiat  had  gone  forth  from  l^n^land  that  the  mantle  of 
gubernatorial  dignity  and  olHce  should  descend  u]^on  the  English- 
man in  i»reference  to  the  native  colonist,  and  before  that  will  the 
l»ro\  incials  \\  ere  fain  to  bow. 

And  it  -was  soon  seen  that  things  had  mended.  Clai'ke  had 
seen  too  much  of  the  trouble  that  his  ])redecess(U'  lunl  brought 
upon  himsidf  ami  upon  the  colony  to  \\'ish  to  ])>irsue  a  t-areer  in 
inutation  of  his.  A  grievance  against  Cosily  which  even  his 
council  had  felt  dee])ly,  and  had  maih'  them  join  their  own  to 
the  stream  of  complaints  constantly  llowing  to  iMiglaml,  was 
tliat  the  lai(>  uovernoi-  had  jx-i'slsled  in  sitting  with  them  and 
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vdtiiii;  i'  iiiciiilu'i-,  wiicii  they  met  ms  a  sort  of  up|K'r  house  of 
ilif  L<';;isl;U  uif.  ('larkc  taicrully  icfi-aiiictl  from  doing  so,  aud 
ilirrrliy  iiiiK'li  gvatituM]  the  coiiiicil. 

'I'd  the  Asst'iiiltly  thai  iiirt  in  tlio  aiiiuinn  of  l~?>Ci  lie  soni  an 
addicss,  in  wliich  he  ui'ucd  \'arioiis  nicasuros  of  puldic  utility. 
W'lu'n  if  nn't  in  -May,  1T."'.7.  he  dissolved  it,  as  it  liad  l»een  in  ex- 
istence for  nine  yeai-s.  In  view  of  tlie  recent  agitations,  Ins 
ai  tioii  in  securing  the  eleetion  of  a  ni'W  assembly  that  sliouhl 
more  (dosely  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  day,  was  vei-y  commen(hi- 
hle,  and  even  eourageinis.  When  it  met,  it  instituted  a  nc^v 
custom,  that  of  recording  tlie  ayes  and  noes  in  votes  on  bills.  It 
i-e-enacted  the  bill  for  triennial  assemblies,  which  obtained 
Clarke's  signature,  but  was  vetoed  in  England.  In  answei'  to  the 
usual  re(iuest  for  a  Aote  of  re\'euue  for  a  tei-m  of  years,  they 
declart'd  that  they  could  not  continue  ^s  liat  sui>itorl  or  revenue 
rhey  shall  i-aise  for  any  longer  time  than  one  year."  They  apolo- 
gized for  being  ])laiu  sjudceu,  but  felt  called  upon  to  tell  the 
lieutenaut-governor  franl<ly  that  "he  was  not  to  expect  that 
they  \\'ould  either  I'aise  sums  unlit  to  be  laised  or  ])ut  what  tlu^y 
should  raise  into  the  ])ower  (d'  a  governor  to  misai)ply."' 

The  Asst'iubly  that  met  Clarke  in  1T;>0  fii-st  detlnitely  1o<d^  the 
step  toM'ard  aaIucIi  those  under  (/ornbury  and  lluntei'  had  been 
tending.  Itesides  making  its  ai)propriations  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  gd\'eruuu'nt  for  one  year  oidy,  this  Assembly  made 
them  also  in  delinife  sums  foi-  s]iecitic  puri>oses,  aud  then  capped 
the  (dinmx  by  voting  the  salaries  to  oilicials  by  nanu\  Here 
uas  the  encroacliment  of  the  legislati\'e  upon  the  executive  d(^- 
jiartmeid,  for  it  \\"as  to  be  expected  if  an  obnoxious  luime  stood 
(■(uinected  v^ith  a  salary  to  be  voted,  the  vote  might  not  be  forth- 
coming till  anotlier  name  a]i]t;'ared. 

Two  years  after  they  Aver(>  disl)arr(Ml,  William  Smith  aud 
•lames  Alexander  were  again  reinstated  as  pract it i('Uers.  They 
iiad  institute<l  suits  for  damages,  but  T'laike.  of  his  ou  ii  nu)tiou, 
M'eut  to  theui  aud  olTered  to  see  them  reinstat<'(l  if  they  ^\■ould 
withdraw  tlie  splits,  and  they  accepted  the  (dive  bi-anch  on  those 
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tei'iiis.  About  llic  saiiu"  time  tin'  son  of  Lewis  IMoi-ris,  brariii'j,- 
the  same  name,  was  elected  s^iealvcr  of  the  Asseiiihlv.  Clafke 
also  was  diliucnt  to  repair  the  error  his  [)iH'(Iec(_'ssor  had  made 
in  olTendiiii;  the  Mohawics,  aii<l  to  cement  ai;ain  the  valuai)h 
rehitions  ot'  t'i  iendshi[i  by  wlni  h  alone  the  eiicroaidiini;  I'ri'Uch 
could  be  indd  in  (  lieck. 

In  firder  to  eucouraL;e  settlement  in  the  .Mohaw  k  IJiver  ri'<4ion, 
he  recommeuded  to  tlic  Assend)ly  ihe  buildin;^  of  a  fort  on  the 
portage  between  the  head  of  the  >b)hawk  and  the  streams  west- 
ward, as  a  snpiioi't  of  the  ad\aiice  post  at  Oswego;  and  ihis 
may  be  rei^arded  as  the  oi'ij^in  of  I'^ort  Stanwix,  and  the  later 
Tlome.  Duriui;  his  ter])i,  too,  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  a 
large  body  of  Si-otch  nii;hlauders  to  tln^  boi'ders  of  Lake  (u'oruc 
as  ])ermanent  settlers  of  that  region,  l^ut  thei-e  ai'ose  misunder- 
standings between  their  leader  and  Clarke,  and  the  S(dieme 
failed. 

In  1711  occurred  the  famous  Negro  IMot  "  in  New  York  City 
— a  panic  and  a  I'iot  of  l\ing  an<l  slaughter  mu(di  rather  than  a 
plot,  which  Lossing  calls  a  counter})art  in  wi(dcedness  and  ab- 
surdity to  the  Salem  witchcraft  delusion  in  the  preceding  cen- 
tury." Se'^'eral  tires  in  rapid  succession  "wei'e  (  harged  to  negroes, 
and  a  loose  woman  under  sentence  of  hanging  saved  her  lite  by 
inventing  the  details  of  a  plot,  Avlii(di  were  believed  without 
evidence.  Two  years  later  Clarice  I'oturned  to  l^lnglaud,  having 
saved  £100.000  out  of  his  government,  and  died  in  Chester,  I'^ng- 
land,  at  a  good  old  age,  in  ITGO. 


DE  I.ANCKY  ARMS. 


CHAPTER  YIII. 


THE  ASSKMBLY  KEICPS  UP  THE  CONTEST. 

rrri  tlu^  exception,  iierlia]»s,  of  William  lUii'iiet  alone, 
almost  all  the  i^overnors  who  had  been  sent  over  to 
rule  Xew  York  were  military  men,  rolonels  mainly, 
with  one  i;eiteral.  The  lionoi  was  n<iw  turne(l  over  to 
the  navy,  and  in  this  chapter  and  the  next  we  shali  have  to  si)eak 
itf  captain,  c(»mmn(h>n%  or  admiral,  i^inch  \\  as  Sir  (Jeori;'e  Clinton, 
who  ari-i\eil  at  the  cai)ital  of  his  ])rovin(  ('  on  September  20,  3  743. 
and  w;is  destined  to  ^(t\  ern  it  for  an  exact  decade,  in  this  exceed- 
ini;  even  the  administration  of  (Jeneial  Hunter,  and  thus  realiz- 
\u'^  a  term  longer  than  that  of  any  other  j;(»veruor  under  ]'>ritish 
dominion. 

Sir  (leorge  Clinton  was  closely  allied  to  the  pi'erage  c»f  Eng- 
land. He  was  the  second  son  of  the  sixth  l']arl  (jf  Lincoln,  and 
the  uu(  le  of  tli<-  earl  then  heai-ing-  the  title.  His  education  had 
li'M'u  entir<dy  that  of  a  sailor,  to  the  neulect  of  p,em'ral  letters, 
l)u(  he  had  ris(ui  to  the  rank  of  commodore.  In  17.32  he  had  been 
nia<h'  governor  of  Xewfoun<lland,  in  which  })osition  lie  served 
until  17.")7,  when  he  retnrtuMl  to  sea  duty  with  tlu'  fleet  in  the 
McditorraiU'an.  lly  marriaue  he  was  related  to  the  Duke  of 
Xewcasth',  th(^  aIl-po^\erful  })remier  of  England,  and  some 
nuuiths  after  his  arrival  at  New  Yf)rk  he  was  ])romoted,  at  that 
nobleman's  instance,  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral. 

His  training-  and  t<'my»ei'ament  fitteil  him  better  for  tho  com- 
innnd  of  a  ship  or  a  fleet  than  feu*  the  administration  of  such  a 
ju-ovince  as  Ne\\'  York.    He  v.as  imperious  and  irritable,  and  he 
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found  plenty  nf  occasion  for  nr,.ttini;-  into  trouhlc  on  both  ac- 
counts.  An  authoritative  tone  so  elTeetive  and  proiter  on  hnan! 
slii])  was  of  all  thini^s  the  least  likely  to  suit  an  asseniMy  which 
liad  lout;-  been  taking-  those  "  jtrevious  and  oiien  stej)s"  towaid 
inde])endence.  ^Ve  are  not  surprised  to  read,  therefore,  in  the 
"  history d)ooks  "  that  Clinton's  term  of  ten  years  was  one  loni;- 
quarrel  with  the  Assembly  and  with  some  individuals. 

Unfortunately,  too,  tiie  im]»ression  had  p)ne  abroad  that  he 
was  eaj^-er  to  make  money  out  of  his  i)()sition.  Lieutenant-(  iov- 
ernor  Clarke  had  been  sending-  home  dreadful  reports  of  the 

sliabbiness  of  the  post,  and  how 
little  tlx're  was  to  bo  made  out  of 
it.  liut  when  he  returned  A\'ith  the 
snui;-  little  fortujie  of  £100,000,  all 
made  in  New  York,  the  possildli- 
ties  of  the  province  and  its  chief 
administration  were  seen  in  a  new 
aspect,  and  Admiral  Clinton  had 
li\"(dy  expectations  of  coming  out 
of  it  as  well  as  his  predecesso]-.  lie 
was  a  close  rival,  but  fell  short  by 
£20,000.  Still  £80,000  were  not  to 
be  despised,  especially  as  money 
counted  then.  The  new  _ij;-overnor 
brouiiht  with  him  his  wife  and  st'v- 
eral  children,  all  young-,  one  of  whom  became  the  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  of  Kevolutionary  times. 

rromiiient  throughout  this  a<lminist  rat  ion,  and  one  oi-  two  to 
follow,  appears  tlie  personality  of  Chief  Justice  James  De  Laii- 
cey.  I'^nun  the  ])osition  he  took,  as  rcda-cd  m  the  jireceding 
chapter,  it  may  readily  l)e  imagined  that  he  was  a  man  likely  to 
solicit  and  obtain  fa\di'  ''at  court."  Clinton  was  quite  alive  to 
the  fact  that,  as  a  man  without  ('(lucation  and  without  experienco 
in  civil  affairs,  the  administration  of  the  government  might  be  a 
task  beyond  his  powers.    lie  Avas  glad  to  find  some  one  ui)on 
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win II II  the  actual  burden  of  t  hat  Imsincss  rould  lie  t  lii-(i\vn,  w  Imsc 
t;is(cs  and  aiuhilions  would  render  the  liurdcn  aui-i-cahle,  wliih' 
lie  himself  Aveuld  be  able  to  enjoy  repose  and  leisure  to  attend 
to  such  exploitation  of  the  ollire  as  would  replenish  his  private 
e.\ch>-<iuer. 

daiues  De  Laneey  was  just  the  man  to  b<'  madr  use  of  in  this 
tajiacity,  a  sort  of  exalted  faetotiim,  and  he  turned  to  him  with 
eiidiusiasm.  The  sitiuition  was  acce[tt<  (l  with  equal  enthusiasm 
on  tlu'  part  of  the  able  eohudst,  ami  e\r fythim;  went  on  (  harin- 
inuly  between  the  two  mt'ii  f(U-  smne  time.  Ab(uit  a  year  after 
the  i;(t\-ernor's  arrival  li<'  uave  a  token  of  his  friendshii»  ami  eon- 
tideiu'e  by  ehani;inu'  l)e  LanceyV.  tenure  of  the  other  of  (duef 
justice  from  oiu'  on  "  ]»leasure  "  to  one  on  "  i;(iod  bidiavior."  In 
the  former  case  the  im  timbent  could  be  remce.'ed  at  the  mere 
dcsii'e  of  the  liovernor,  with  tlu^  conscnl  of  his  council.  liUt 
••  jj,()od  behavior"  meaid  that  mdy  on  charges  and  b}'  impeacdi- 
meid  could  ho  be  de]iri\e<l  of  the  otlice.  The  change  was  made 
at  the  retjuest  of  ])v  Lancey;  it  made  him  ii)de[iendent  of  theL;()V- 
ei'n(U'"s  fav(U',  and  it  was  (  laimod  l>y  Clinton  that  no  sooner  Inul 
it  been  elTected  than  he  turned  a.nainst  him. 

The  l)reak  l)etwe<'n  the  two  men,  whiidi  ]>rodnced  so  much 
trmible  f(U'  the  i;(A'ernor,  and  kept  the  ]u-o\  ince  also  in  a  turmoil, 
ilid  not  occur,  at  least  openly,  till  lu'arly  two  yeais  later.  In 
•lune,  174(i,  there  was  a  (juarr(d,  an  exclianuc  of  hot,  an^ry  W(U-ds, 
"o\era  bottle."  Whether  it  was  at  a  j)ul)lic  bam|uet,  (U- durinu' 
a  friendly  private  bout  between  the  hitherto  eoididauts.  the 
cimiuKui  verdict  is  that  they  ^\■ere  both  he.ited  by  wine,  ami 
w  iirds  w  ere  spoken  by  Clinton  whi(di  made  1  >e  Lancey  swear  xcn- 
ueaiice.  He  certaiidy  Kept  his  <iatli,  and  he  had  a  c(uivenient 
coi,un  of  \anta;L:,-e  in  the  Assend»l\-. 

Ihit  in  (u-(ler  to  anm.y  the  governor  he  had  need  of  t hr( f\\-inc' 
in  his  inthuMU-e  ami  ]>ower  on  the  side  of  tlie  popular  ])ai-ty.  It 
re(|ini-ed  a  sonu'i'sault  in  ]>olilieal  nriillation.  but  princi])les 
>\e(-e  not  deeply  rooted  in  political  s])heres  in  tlie  days  of  the 
(b-or^es,  an<l  De  Laiicev  poseij  as  brilliantly  and  effectively  as 
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the  advocato  of  [)()pnlai' i-ii^lits  tinder  (/liiititn,  as  he  had  t  l  am pled 
upou  the  most  sacred  safeguards  of  ]»()pular  ri.glits  and  lihei  iii's 
under  Cosby.  The  h4ters  of  ("linton  now  beoanie  one  contiiiiial 
arraij^nnient  and  conijdaint  of  the  ni.m  wlioni  lie  had  so  much 
admii-ed  and  advanced  before.  In  siiite.  of  tliis  tlio  authoriiics 
at  home  sent  (»ver  a  commission  as  lieutenant-governor  for  I)e 
Lancey.  This  was  adding  gall  to  bitterness  for  Clinton:  h<' 
withheld  the  commission  from  him  for  years,  hoping  to  gel  the 
Lords  of  'J'rade  to  chango  their  minds  and  bestow  it  upon  a  new 
favorite  whom  now  he  praised  to  the  skies. 

This  \\as  n(uie  othi-r  than  Di'.  Cadwallaih^r  Colden,  M'ho  de- 
serves moi'e  than  a  j)assing  notice  at  oui-  hands.  In  our  enumera- 
tion of  ])rominent  men  in  the  preceding  (diapter,  he  certainly  had 
deserved  as  careful  attention  as  an\-  one  there  menti(jne<l,  but  it 
so  ha]ipened  that  he  was  not  brought  into  shar[t  }»ersoiuil  contact 
M'ith  any  of  the  actors  in  the  di-ama  that  mad(^  uj)  the  Zeiiger 
trial,  ^'et  he  was  a  nu'iidier  of  the  go\  ernmeut  even  then,  lun  ing 
a  seat  in  the  <-ouncil;  and  we  Ikuc  alrea<ly  noticed  that  he  entered 
the  couucil  at  the  recommendation  of  <!overnor  Uurnet  in  1722, 
at  the  same  time  with  Janu's  Alexander.  These  two  men  ^^■ere 
rtdied  on  by  liurnet  to  }u-e])are  a  reply  to  the  rejiresentat ions  of 
the  interested  mercdiauts  and  trad'-is  \\  ho  sought  the  re])eal  of 
the  act  })rohibi ting,  tlie  I'^rc-mdi  ii-ade  so  ruinous  to  Euglish  in- 
terests, a)id  they  produced  a  most  al)le  and  adnnrable  argument, 
■\vlii(di  caused  the  authorities  at  home  to  pause  ami  temi)orize; 
and  stave(l  off  the  suicidal  i-ejM'al  for  S('\'en  years. 

Cadwalladcr  Cohlcn  has  been  called  one  of  the  founders  of 
American  literature  and  science.  His  "  History  of  the  I'''ive  In- 
dian Nations,"  {tublished  by  William  Ilradfoi'd  in  1727,  is  still 
one  of  the  recognized  authorities  on  the  histoi'v  and  mannei'S 
of  that  interesting  League.  \Vhen  the  Palatines  at  Xewbur-j,h, 
preferi'ing  Pennsylvania  and  othei'  jiai'ts,  disposed  bit  by  bit  of 
their  ]tafent  of  twenty-ti\c  liundre*!  aci-es,  C(dden  secured  quite 
a  j)orti(Ui,  \\  hich  derived  fi'om  him  the  name  of  Coldenbam,  and 
which  he  occui)ied  as  a  farm  (U'  sumnun'  home. 
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llcr(»  he  iii(lul,i;v(l  his  scientific  tastes,  in  tlie  way  of  agriculture 
;inil  !>(>tany.  lie  wrote  a  ]»ai)i'i-  on  thr  plants  of  ( "oldenliani,  wiiich 
at  t  ract<Ml  t  he  altciil  ion  of  t  he  woi'ld-fanions  Linnaeus,  the  J^wedo, 
|>rofess()r  at  one  of  tlie  uni\'ei'siT  ics  of  Holland.  <)n  the  sti'eni^th 
of  his  descri[)tion,  Linnaeus  named  one  j^cnus  that  ^\•as  new  to 
hini,  ('iihh'ii  id.  lie  wrote  on  medicine,  j^ravilation*  luatheniat  ics, 
aiiil  was  a  mendn'r  of  I'ranklin's  IMiilosojihical  H^oi-iety;  in  fact, 
it  is  said  that  he  was  the  first  to  sui;\uest  the  formation  of  it.  lie 
liad  ten  (dnldr<'n,  many  of  ^\■hom  inherited  his  tastes,  and  a  late 
descendant,  who  was  mayor  of  New  York  in  LS28,  Cadwallador 
]).  ('olden,  was  connected  in  a  scientific  or  engineering  capacity 
with  the  Erie  Canal.  In  this  connection  we  can  not  refrain  from 
citing  a  letter,  ctilled  from  that  delightful  lady  historian  referred 
l(»  before,  writlen  by  the  husband  of  one  of  James  Alexander's 
daughters : 

"Our  voyage  to  Albany  was  purel}'  a  party  of  Pleasure.  At 
one  of  otir  landings  we  made  an  excursion  to  Coldenham,  the 
abode  of  the  venerable  philosopher,  Colden.  lie  is  as  gay  and 
face!  ions  in  his  couN  ersation  as  he  is  serious  ami  S(did  in  his 
writings.  From  the  middle  of  the  Woods  this  I'^amily  corre- 
sponds with  all  the  learned  societies  in  Euro})e.  Himself  on  the 
iu-iuci[»les  of  }ilatter  and  .Motion,  his  son  on  electricity  and  ex- 
licrimeiits.  lie  has  made  several  useful  discoveries  and  is  a 
tolei'able  proficient  in  music.  His  daughter  Jenny  is  a  h^lorist 
and  a  Botanist.  She  has  discovered  a  great  number  of  plants 
never  before  desci  ibed,  and  has  given  them  Properties  and  Vir- 
tues, many  of  which  are  found  useful  in  Medicine,  and  she  draws 
and  colors  them  with  great  beauty.  N.  B. — She  makes  the  best 
cheese  I  ever  ate  in  America." 

That  "  N.  IL"  is  as  delicious  as  the  cheese  it  tells  of,  and  the 
whole  picture  of  the  trip  and  the  stay  at  Coldenham  up  the  river 
is  \\-ortli  more  for  giving  us  a  view  of  human  life  in  our  State  in 
colonial  days  than  a  hunilrc<l  ])ages  of  battb^s  and  campaigns, 
or  of  the  doings  of  royal  piu-sonages  and  their  governors  (ut  this 
siile  of  tlu""  water,  which  is  the  usual  diet  served  us  in  the  history- 
bo(dcs. 
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iStill  to  such  subjects  we  must  return.  I)r.  ("olden  was  horn  in 
loss,  the  son  of  a  Scotch  ch'ruynian,  uraduated  from  tlie  I'ni- 
versity  of  IMinhuruh  in  170.~),  sludied  nu'ilicine  in  Lond<in  and 
came  to  America  in  1710.  M\-e  years  later  he  went  hack  to  Kwj:- 
1  and  and  Scot  la  ml.  perhaps  Inr  a  romanl  ic  reason,  for  he  hrou^hl 
back  with  him  a  bride,  a  (leruyman's  daui;hti'r,  and  settled  in 
tlie  [iractice  td'  his  ]irofe.'-sion  at  rhihohdphia  in  ITHi.  lie  was 
induced  Im  the  keen-minded  1 1  untei  to  come  to  New  York  in  1  71  S, 
and  was  aj. pointed  by  him  snrveyoi- j^eneral  ol'  the  ]n'oviiice. 

In  17l!"_',  as  we  saw,  he 
entered  the  council  undei' 
liurnet,  who  must  lia\c 
fouml  a  coniicnial  conv 
panion  in  him.  ( "osby  had 
not  much  apprec  iation  for  a 
mind  of  his  class,  and  more 
than  once  referred  to  Col- 
den  as  a  "  Jnnl  as 
"  unlit  to  be  trusted."  I»e 
Lancey  failiuL;,  him,  Cov- 
ernor  (?liidon  Turned  to 
Colden.  He  ltro^•ed  to  be  a 
man  of  affairs  as  w(dl  as  (d' 
bo(d;s  and  scdentitic  re- 
search, and  <  'linton  rejoi*  ed 
to  tind  in  him  an  ad\  iser 
cvei!  more  eonversnnt  with  colonial  business  than  De  Lancey." 
l)r.  ('(dden  remained  acti\(dy  en^ai;ed  in  the  public  business  for 
the  remaindei'  (d"  a  \  ery  lonu  life,  and,  as  we  shall  see  in  later 
(diapters,  was  in\'es!ed  with  theidiief  ride  as  lieiitenant-uovei'noi' 
several  times.  He  died  at  the  a^e  of  ei.uhty-ei,i;ht  years  in  177(;, 
almost  within  sound  of  tie-  roar  of  the  battles  of  the  Ke\(dution, 
but  out  of  symjiathy  with  the  caus(>  of  his  fidlow-colonists. 

Tliei'e  was  a  "  ]»ower  behind  tlie  throne  t(»  sustain  De  Lam'cy 
in  his  ui)position,  frustrating-  ("linton  in  his  endeaxors  to  prevent 
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liis  Ix'iiiL;  iii;i(l<'  Iicut<'iiaiit-^()Vf'in(»i-,  niiil  uuikiiii;  Ihc  T.ords  of 
Tiinlf  (Ir;! I'  to  iiujsi  of  his  coin |, la i 111 s.  Dr.  1  icriiirj,,  J)<'  I.aiiccv's 
erst  \\  Iiil<'  tutor,  w  as  now  ai'diliislidp,  and  his  I)r< it  iicr-in-la  w  was 
Afliniral  Sir  IN'tcr  Warren,  the  hern  (if  riic  caiilnro  uf  LouislmnrL; 
ill  171">.  I  )nriii,u  ( "lintDn's  term  1  lie  "  War  cf  lh(- Austrian  Suc- 
ression  ■"  was  wa^iiiLt  in  l'ur(i]ii'  from  17!  I  to  171S,  and  was  in- 
tciidcd  to  prcNcnt  tin'  House  of  Austria  from  asreiidiiiL;  tlie 
fhrone  of  Sjiain,  as  tliat  of  tlie  "Spanish  Siicftssioii  un(h'r 
(Jueen  Anne  had  souulil  to  keep  ilie  House  of  Ilourlion  from  tlie 
same  ct)veted  jiosition. 

Tliis  war  went  hy  tlie  name  of  "  Kin^  (}eori;(''s  \\'ar  "  in  Amer- 
ica, ami  the  most  sii^nal  acliie\cment  was  llie  takiiiu  of  the 
I.  rtress  and  city  of  Louishouru  on  <'ape  Hretoii  Isle,  just  north 
of  Xova  Scotia.  It  was  jteculiarly  iiotalde  as  undertaken  and 
achieved  almost  unaide*!  by  New  Eie^huid  money  aud  i-aw  pro- 
vincial lroo[>s.  The  historian  rarkmaii  calls  it  a  '■  ma<l  scIm'HK'." 
I'.ut  it  siicceeih'd,  with  all  its  ciaideiiess  of  detail  in  the  execu- 
tion. The  most  eflicieiir  outside  aid  came  from  New  York  in  the 
sliajx'  of  an  appi-oju-iat ion  of  i;;,(MlO  by  the  Assembly,  itrovisions 
boii.ulit  by  private  subscription,  and  artillery  from  the  royal 
niaj^aziiie. 

New  York  also  contribut<Ml  the  commander  of  the  r»ritish  ne'U- 
of-war  that  were  the  only  coni  i  iiL;,<'nt  from  the  mother  country. 
Conimodore  Peter  \\'arren  w  as  a  resident  of  New  York  ("ity,  and 
the  h(dder  of  larue  tracts  of  land  in  the  [)i-o\  iiice,  l\  inu'  on  the 
Mohawk  IJiver.  lie  had  married  Susannah  De  Lancey,  sister  of 
the  chief  justice,  had  a  house  at  \o.  ]  lli-oatlway  and  a  country 
seat  at  what  was  then  the  village  of  t!reenwi(di,  a  f<'w  miles  u]i 
the  island.  Shortly  after  (dinton's  rtile  bei;an  he  had  been  made 
a  memb(»r  of  the  council,  aud  tin-  events  at  l.ouisbouri;-  raised 
him  at  once  to  imne'nse  influence  in  Enuhind.  lie  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  admiral  and  was  kuiiilite(l  for  his  services.  Ibdd- 
iiiu'  back  from  the  expedition  at  first  because  it  had  no  sanction 
from  the  kim;'s  udvci-nmeut.  lie  had  no  sooner  obtained  leave 
to  do  S(.  tluiu  he  hurried  aftei'  it  with  three  ships. 
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Vi'ith  X('^\•  Eiii^laiid's  pliicl^  and  dash,  it  is  ddidttful  if  (he 
project  would  have  siu  cocmUmI  ^\•ilh(lllt  this  niatci-ial  assisfaiico 
on  the  sea.  Warren  inaiiitaiiicd  a  nearly  ini])assal>h'  bhx  lvadc, 
and  linallv  caiitni-ed  a  I'reneh  iclicf  ship,  vastly  larger  tlian  any 
of  his  own,  W'hiidi  fiirnislu'd  the  l)esi<\Li1ni:,'  army  with  the  stores 
and  aniiuunition  w  hi(di  were  bcginnini;  to  tail  tlnMii,  and  thereby 
secured  the  surrender  of  the  }ilace  on  Juiu'  17,  1745.  In  the 
course  of  the  war,  which  lasted  three  years  lon<;er,  until  the 
Peace  of  Aixda-Cliapelle  in  174S,  New  York  alone  <^xi)ended 
£70,000,  and  suffered  much  upon  the  northern  borders.  In  1740 
the  province  offered  a  bounty  of  £0  per  man  to  those  wlnt  would 
enlist,  ^^'hile  its  po[>ulation  ^^•as  only  a  little  over  sixty  thousand 
souls,  no  less  than  sixteen  hundred  men  wert^  ke}»t  in  the  held 
ready  for  warlike  operations. 

Naturally,  in  times  of  war,  the  Indian  question  became  a 
pressing,-  one.  Governor  Clinton  expended  considerable  energy 
in  coping  with  it,  and  his  administration  is  noted  by  a  great 
number  of  congresses  of  governors  called  together  by  him  to 
consult  upon  the  best  means  of  conciliating  some  Indians  and 
op[)osing  others.  The  way  was  ojten  to  him,  as  to  his  predeces- 
sors, f(n'  holding  the  Indians  of  the  l?>ix  Nations  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  he  did  not  neglect  it.  The  French  wei'e  more  active 
than  ever  in  their  efforts  to  seduce  these  tribes  from  their  friend- 
ship and  sui»port  in  tlie  direction  of  k^ngland,  and  it  needed, 
therefore,  special  care  to  keep  these  alive  by  liberal  presents.  It 
was  just  here  that  much  nnsehief  resulted  to  the  province  from 
Clinton's  ([uarrel  with  ])e  Laucey,  for  the  latter  scruided  not  to 
seek'  his  revenge  by  oiijiosiiig  the  governor's  measures  for  the 
raising  of  money  needed  for  the  jiurjxise  of  securing  (h'fenses  for 
the  northern  frontier  and  the  conciliai  imi  of  the  Indian  allies. 

A  startling  rebuke  did  this  ill-advised  mid  factious  parsimony 
receive  in  174."),  when  occurred  the  massacre  of  Saratoga.  On 
the  flats  neai'  the  junciion  of  Cish  Creel<,  oi'  Kill,  with  the  TTudson 
Tiiver,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  ri\-er  (near  the  present  Sehuyler- 
ville),  Philip  Scliuyler,  a  brother  of  the  fannnis  Peter  Schnylei-, 
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Iijul  fduiitlod  a  littl<'  Aillnm".  Tlu'rc  wore  about  tliirfy  faiiiilii'S 
rcsidinn'  hi-vv,  with  scrNants  and  slaves,  mostly  ciiuaucil  in  f'anii- 
iiii;,  aiMl  tenants  of  .Mr.  S(diuyler,  who  lived  ainonL;  them.  I'or 
(he  jiroteetion  of  tins  handet,  whi(  li  rejoired  in  t  lie  name  of 
Sai'ato.ua,  a  fort  \\as  Ixult  of  h>,ns  and  sto(d<a<h'<,  oi-  palisailes. 

Wdien  the  ^\^i\v  l»i-(;l<e  ont  a  garrison  was  sent  to  oecnpv  this 
froidier  ])o.st,  the  fai'tliest  north  fi'oin  Ali)any,  and  faeiiiL;,  tlien'- 
fore,  the  whole  of  Canada,  witli  lli"  dir<'  possihiru  i<'s  of  assault 
thence.  The  foree  consisted  of  a  sei\^eant,  a  coi-jtoral,  and  ten 
soltiiers!  lUit  they  fouml  the  fort  in  su(  ii  ])ooi-  rendition  that 
neitiier  tliey  nor  their  [)owder  could  Iveep  dry  in  a  rainstorm.  De 
Laiicey's  noble  frenzy  Iceepim;  the  Assendily  from  i^iAing  <iov- 
ei'nor  Clinton  the  mo!iey  to  mend  matt^'rs,  the  latt<'r  ordered  the 
j;arrison  to  withdraw  when  winter  a])i)roa(died,  and  the  village  of 
Saratoga  was  left  unprotected  in  the  wilderness  by  the  b(\i;inning 
of  November. 

Here  \\as  a  chance  for  the  T'ren(di.  A  force  of  ti\'e  l\undi*ed 
(,\inadiaus  and  Huron  Indians,  ujider  Monsieur  .Marin,  w<'re 
stationed  at  Crown  Point.  Approachim;-  in  the  usual  st<'alt]iy 
manner,  a  party  of  s(ddiers  and  wari'ioi's  smldeidy  fell  njton  the 
little  settlement  on  the  niuht  of  XovtMuber  IT  (  2S,  new  style, 
as  in  I'^reuch  records).  The  desti'uction  and  massacre  v\-ere  of 
the  ap]»rovcd  French  ami  Indian  style.  I'ort,  houses,  barns, 
mills,  were  given  to  the  flanies.  Thirty  ](ersons  were  killed,  one 
hundred  carried  off  to  the  rning  d(>ath  (»f  imin-isonment  and  tor- 
ture. Philip  Schuyler's  body  was  l)ui-ne(l  up  with  Ins  own  house; 
anothei'  S(diuyler  was  made  ju'isonei*.  As  morning  d;iwned  tlie 
invaders  sang  a  7'r  Dcnni  for  the  signal  viidm-y  \-ouchsafed  them 
over  the  helpless  adherents  of  another  faith.  It  was  the  end  of 
Sar;itoga  for  some  time. 

As  the  destruction  of  this  frontier  post  left  Albany  exjxysed, 
opposition  to  gi'iuds  of  moneA'  was  so  far  wai\-ed  that  a  beg- 
gai-ly  CloO  were  voted  Ity  the  Assembly  to  repaii'  the  fort,  and  the 
jtalisades  ami  log  blockhouse  were  To  some  degree  r<'instated. 
l»ut  tliev  soon  became  useless  auain  from  neLilect.     lu  1747 
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(\j1oiic1  Tclcr  Scliiiylcr  was  str.t  ioiicd  tlicic  with  a  rcuiincm. 
wliii  li  was  l)cit«'r  at  least  tliaa  tli"  cdriionirs  j^iiard  of  I'ni-iinT 
(lays;  l»ut  no  supplies  Immiil;  sent  to  the  r<'i:inieiit  it  had  to  w  ilh- 
<li-a\\'  as  well  as  the  siiiaHer  Ini-ce.  l\\  (Miiitnii's  onh'i's  an  ex- 
aiiiinat  loll  of  the  jxist  was  tlieii  made,  jiiid  Ix'iiiu  fouiid  imh'- 
feusilde,  it  was  hy  tlie  same  direct  !■  ms  hmiied.  Wlien  a  i'lciirh 
and  Indian  wai'  patty  came  a  little  later  to  rejteat  their  exploit 
t)f  1715  (hey  found  tlieir  work  t'ori-stalled  by  tlieir  enemy's  own 

hands,  at  w  hi(di  they  \vei-e  not 
a  litth'  suriirised. 

Acce])tin,!L;'  this  invitation  to 
carry  thfdr  rava,ucs  fnrtlier 
sontli,  tlie  settlors  ^\  ei-e  con- 
stantly harassed;  faiau  after 
farm  alon^'  the  frontier  was 
wijx'd  out,  until  the  burning' 
bnildin;;s  conld  be  seen  from 
AlbauA  itself.   The  only  check 


r. 
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^  ^'^  to  these  proceedings  came 
^■^^    from  the  Mohawks,  who  suc- 
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in  carryini;-  their 
counter-irritant  raids  as  far 
as  Montreal,  and  then  ^ave 
the  7'r  Dviini  singinn'  Indians 
somethini;'  to  keej)  them  at 
honu'.  "  15ut,"  rarknmn  says, 
"the  check  was  but  momentary,  ileathen  Indians  from  the 
West  joined  the  Canadian  converts,  and  the  frontieis  of  New 
York  and  Ne\\'  Ihii^land,  from  th<'  ,Moha\\k  lo  l)eyond  the  Ken- 
nebt'c,  were  stunii'  tlironuli  all  tliei!'  lenuth  by  innumerable  noc- 
turnal surprises  and  ])etty  attacks."  I'ut  I'rench  a^gi'essit ins 
embraced  also  the  westein  ]»ortions  of  Ni'W  Yiu'k  ])rovince.  In- 
cessantly re]ieated,  in  spite  of  constant  failui'e,  the  attempts  to 
seduce  the  Iroipiois  Leaiiue  went  on. 

At  times  there  was  daiij^er  o(  yieldinu',  particularly  wlien  the 
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AsscuiI'ly's  iiarrow-iiiiiidcd  ]>ai'lis;inslii]»,  or  tlic  urccd  of  tlif  lainl- 
uwiicrs,  iiKuU'  it  iiii]»(>ssil»lc  to  kiM-p  a  (Iccciit  couiilciiaiicr  brl'Dic 
llic  Indians  ((Trilic  ])art  of  those  who  soiiuht  to  iiohl  thcii!  for 
I'ni^Iaiid.  Loiirly  Oswcuo  lool^cd  out  u[m)ii  tlic  bhu'  \\atcrs  of 
(Milario,  rcadx'  tt»  stop  any  invader  \\lio  wishetljo  come  np  tlie 
convenient  route  of  the  ( )s\vei;(i  lliNcr.  lint  I'ort  I'l-ontenac 
grimly  ,i;uard<Ml  the  outhd  of  the  hike  at  one  end,  ami  I'ori 
Niai;ara  was  at  the  <Uher  extremity,  tlyini;  the  I'rench  IhiL;  both. 
And  soon  that  indefat  ii^aljU'  nation  liad  a  fortress  at  O^densbnru 
also,  ai;aiTi  within  New  York  territoi-y,  as  was  Crown  I'oint. 
^ave  it  tlio  name  of  I'ort  Presentati(in. 

In  1748  Governor  Clinton,  seconded  by  (Jovernor  Shirley,  of 
Massaidinsetts,  sent  out  invirations  to  the  governors  of  all  the 
American  colonies  to  meet  at  .\lbatiy.  It  was  the  spot  where 
immediate  conferences  could  he  hcdd  with  the  i;eneral  council 
of  the  Six  Nations,  the  oidy  hojie  against  French  ap.\i:,'ressions 
and  Indian  marauders.  When  these  august  colonial  mai;nates 
met,  the  news  came  that  jieace  hail  been  elTecte(l  at  .Vixda- 
Chapfdle.  The  cessati(.n  of  war  in  Europe  was  no  t;,uaranty 
for  the  same  thiuij,'  in  America,  and  ai^ain  in  ITol  Clinton  called  a 
conj^ress  of  representatives  from  th.e  colonies  at  Albany.  Oidy 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  ami  Sotitli  Carolina  responded;  it 
was  liard  to  ,uet  concert<^d  action  anionp,'  the  colonies,  and  there 
was  no  avowed  war  between  the  nations  at  home. 

As  if  to  relieve  his  mind  from  the  annoyances  furnished  in  su(di 
plenty  by  the  .Vssembiy,  Clinton  seemed  to  ha\(^  ha<l  a  ^icat 
fondness  for  these  couL^i'esses,  for  another  one  was  called  to  meet 
in  New  ^'ork  T'ity  in  June,  IT.")."!.  The  rejirt'sent ati\'es  from  the 
Six  Nations  also  came  down  from  their  northern  castles,  under 
the  lea<l  of  "•Kinu"  IIen<1ri(dc,  ^\■ho  had  once  ha(^  the  taste  of 
tlie  greater  splendors  of  Lombui,  uid<'ss  it  was  his  son,  who  no\\' 
bore  the  name.  He  plniidy  sjioke  of  one  danger  of  alienating,' 
the  invalualde  alliance  of  the  Troquois:  '"You  have  taken  the 
land  of  the  ^rohicans,"  he  said,  addressinii-  the  New  Enuland 
delegates,  "  and  driven  tluMu  away,  and  it  \vill  be  the  same  with 


234 


Tin:  r.Mi'iRi;  stath  ix  tiikki:  cextukii: 


the  Mohawks.''    Tt  ■was  a  \\arnini:'  against  the  too  free  (listril)u 
tion  of  laiul  grants  in  icj^ions  occupied  and  owucd  l»y  friendly 
Indians  of'tlie  LeaL;ue. 

The  Saiatoj^a  massacre,  wliiie  it  r<'siilte<l  in  no  \i!4-oi'ons  re- 
habilitation of  that  frontier  post,  induced  iLic  Assenddy  to  niakf 
provisi(»n  for  tlie  westward  advance  of  civilized  set  t  leiiionts.  Six 
blockliousi's  were  ordci'cd  built  at  \arious  ]»oints  aloni;'  the  .Mo- 
hawk lliver,  all  the  ^\ay  to  what  \\as  then  calle^l  I'oia  \A'illi;iui. 
later  Fort:  Stanw  ix,  and  is  now  tln^  site  of  Konie.  If  su(di  works 
had  been  Mell  built  and  securidy  lir-ld,  the  Indians  would  Ikuc 
conceived  nnich  more  respect  f<u-  the  ])rowess,  as  well  as  the 
sincerity,  of  the  Knylish,  who  did  not  shine  by  contrast  in  su(  h 
a  policy  with  their  Fi'<'i!cli  i-ivals. 

In  vieAV  of  the  fact  that  the  str(MUious  etT(^rts  of  the  Fremdi  to 
seduce  the  Iro(|uois  were  directed  especially  in  the  line  of  mis- 
sionary work, and  many  con>'erte(l  to  Christ ianity, left  the  L<'aL;tie 
to  identify  themsidves  ^\■ith  the  I'reiu  li,  it  is  surprising:;'  that  not 
more  ■\^■as  d(^in'  on  the  iKirt  of  the  Frotestant  ct)lonists  to  .uain 
over  their  savage  allies  to  tlie  Christian  faith.  Yet  some  at- 
tempts in  that  direction  were  made.  We  have  inentione<l  the 
labors  of  one  or  two  .Vlbany  pastors,  of  the  l)ut(  h  churcli  thciv, 
in  the  ju'ecedini;-  century.  Much  more  was  done  in  the  ceuttiry 
now  nnder  discussion.  >fr.  Ellis  II.  Iioberts  <;ives  a  succinct 
account  of  the  men  mIio  won  desia-ved  distinction  as  mission- 
aries during'  that  period.  After  the  visit  of  the  Fev.  Mr.  Moore 
to  the  Indians  in  1701,  he  says  that  the  work  ''  was  taken  up 
aj^ain  amonu  the  ^^(dla^^■ks  in  1712  liy.  Fev.  'Sir.  Andrews,  who 
was  assisted  by  Fev.  Thomas  I'artday,  the  Enj^lish  minister  at 
Albany.  Of  the  services  to  the  red  men  of  Fev.  Feter  van 
Driessen,  ministci'  of  the  Dutch  idiurcdi  at  .Vlb.tny,  the  recoi'd  is 
brief.  Fev.  Henry  Farclay,  a  i^raduate  of  Yale  ('(dleuc  an 
Episco]>alian  cleruyman,  labored  efTitaently  anumi;  the  Moha\vks 
from  17o(!  to  174ti,  and  at  his  dejjarture  a  C(Uiui'ei;ation  of  live 
hundred  Indians,  inchidinu'  eii^hty  communicants,  assembled  to 
bid  him  farewell. 
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*'T\V(i  y<'ars  later,  from  tlie  sfhools  at  Storkbi-id.ue,  ^lass.,  iiu'lcr 
the  direction  of  the  iiot('<l  Jonathan  K(lA\ar(ls,  and  at.  Lebanon, 
Coim.,  nndiM*  1  'NVhcclock,  boi^an  that  sti'eaiii  of  «'diu-at('d  mis- 
siiiiiarit's  who  a<l<)rii  tho  annals  of  the  ]iro\iiic('.  In  l~~>'2  lU  v. 
(.ii(h'(tii  llawlcy  nia<h'  his  liist  visit  lo  liic  Iroqnois,  and  lias  h'ft 
inleicstini;'  jonrnals  of  his  services  as  evani;elist  ainont;-  theiu 
for  many  years.  Otlier  zealons  men  eni^aued  for  brief  periods 
in  the  dillicnlt  work,  nntil  in  17(14  Sanuud  Kirkland  went  foi-th 
to  |>i'each  to  the  Senecas,  and  became  identitied  especially  ^\ifh 
the  Oueidas,  leavin;;'  liis  name  in  the  (dniridies,  alfectini;'  the  cnr- 
rent  of  events,  and  commemorated  by  Hamilton  ('olle;i-e,  whicdi 
has  ris<'n  on  the  fonndations  of  an  academy  established  by  him 
for  Indians  and  their  instrnctors.  The  last  of  the  missionaries 
to  the  Mohawks  was  Kev.  John  Stnart.  w  ho  served  aniong  them 
from  1770  to  1775  with  fidelity  and  ns<d'nlness/' 

A  ditTerent  work  araoni;'  the  Indians,  l)nt  one  tending,'  qnite  as 
nuudi  to  their  civilization  and  elevation,  was  accomplished  by 
one  whose  name  and  personality  now  claim  onr  attention,  as  one 
of  those  to  whom  the  State  of  New  York  owes  mmdi  of  its  de- 
V(dopment,  and  wlnnn  Dr.  Gririis  <loes  not  hesitate  to  class  amonii; 
the  makei's  of  the  nation.  We  refer  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  a 
Commissioner  for  Indian  Affairs,  and  linally  the  Indian  Snperin- 
tendent  under  Governor  Clinton.  He  was  the  ue])hew  of  Admiral 
Warren,  the  brother  of  his  mother,  and  was  born  near  Dublin, 
Ireland,  in  1715.  Disa[»p(»inted  in  love  at  the  age  of  t^venty-two. 
this  uTicle  offered  him  a  career  in  America  as  a  solace  for  his 
v»-on Tided  lieart. 

Cai»tain  Warren,  as  he  then  was,  liad  bought  and  acquired  by 
his  marriage  with  ]\riss  De  Lanc(^y,  larg*^  estates  in  the  ^lohaw  k 
Valley,  counting  as  many  as  fifteeii  thousand  acrer.  Th(»  push 
of  the  Palatines  ^\•est'ward  had  opened  the  eyes  of  si)e(ailat(n's 
to  the  (diaracter  an.d  ])ossibilities  of  the  country  there,  on  which 
account  many  jmrchasers  were  found  for  plantations  there.  F.ut 
Warren  wished  to  (hn-elo])  the  land  rather  than  hold  f(U'  advanced 
sales.    lie  olfere<l  to  appoint  y(mng  Johnson  agent  for  the  man- 
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aiicnicnt  of  this  jn'opci'ty,  ;ni(l  liis  advt'iitiii'ous  spirit  jniiipcd  ;it 
tliis  cliaiicc  foi'  (•nt('r])ris('. 

Thus  about  the  \('i\v  17:17,  when  ( 'hirlo'  ruh'd  in  the  Inud,  W'ill- 
iani  Johiisou  arri\f(i  a.t  New  Thcic  were  iuU  ncnl  ia  1  rchi- 

fives  to  iiialcc  a  stay  at  the  rohmial  (  apjial  ].h'asaut,  but  (huibt- 
less  Joiiusou's  ('iier^(4ic  luituic  was  not  inclined  lo  dchiy  tni 
loiii;"  his  joui-ney  norl  li  ward.  We  can  follow  the  slow  ]»rouress 
per  sl()0]>  u])  the  Hudson,  and  t  he  niarcdi  acr<iss  land  froiu  Albany 
to  Schenectady.  Sup[dies  foi  subsistence  and  lalxu'  (Ui  the  un- 
tried soil  nuiy  have  been  made  at  eitliei'  ]>lace.    At  Schenectady 

these  \V(udd  be  embarked  in  scows  or 
canoes,  and  toilsomely  towed  up  the 
current  of  the  MolKn\'k.  The  cap- 
tain's (later  admiraTs)  land  was 
caUed  ^\'al•reusburl^■,  (U'  Warren's 
r>ush,  and  lay  at  a  distance  of  about 
twenty-four  miles  from  Sclienectad}-, 
(»n  the  n(U'th  si(U'  of  the  ^ToluiAvlv  east 
of  a  i)oin1  opposite  where  the  Scho- 
haiie  ('i-e(dc  broui^ht  its  driftwood 
into  the  ri\-er.  Here  were  the  first 
rude  cabins  built  f(U'  nmn  ami  beast, 
and  soon  the  woods  rant;'  witli  the 
le^■elin^  axe  lo  o]»en  the  soil  to  the 
li,i;htand  air  of  heaven  and  luake  it  fruitful. 

.Tohns(Ui  w;is  not  de\"oid  of  nei;j,hbors  and  companions,  for 
there  were  already  se\eral  small  hamlets  (dustei-ini;'  on  either 
bank  of  the  rivi'r,  and  here  and  thei'e  an  ad\cnturer,  as  bold  as 
irnns(df,  \\as  turning  \he  w  iidt  rness,  sin^lehanded  upon  a  lonely 
fai'ui,  into  a  ij:,arden.  ^^'e  hay  rcdated  tlu' s  rtliui;'  of  the  Pala- 
tines in  this  I'cuitui  as  far  as  Herkiuu'r,  or  (n-rman  I'lats,  in 
1721.  About  a  year  aftei-  Johnson  came  to  the  ^fohawk  he  mar- 
ried the  (huiuhter  of  one  of  this  peoi)le.  He  saw  tliat  tliis  wild 
country  could  as  yet  yield  other  v.eaith  than  that  of  the  soil,  and 
that  the  ti'ade  in  peltries  ^\as  by  no  nutans  a  thini;'  of  the  past. 
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III  .M;i\',  IT.">1>,  Joliiisoii  mail*'  arra nucniciits  id  locale  a  1ra<liiiL; 

oil  lln'  Sus(|Ucliainia,  i  wo  liumlrc*!  miles  sou t  li'w  ard,  and 
(•III |»lo\'e(I  iiinuers,  or  hoscli-iiiopci-s^  to  gather  tlie  furs  from  tiie 
IiKliaii       white  trapiKTS. 

Ill  tliese  ti'ansaet  ions  lie  insisted  u])on  the  most  sci-uimloiis 
li.i!icsl_\ ,  fair-dealiui:,',  and  trutlifulness  with  the  imlians.  so  thai 
ilic\  soon  learne(l  to  see  that  his  li]is  ne\'er  utiei'ed  a  word  upon 
whirli  they  couhl  uot  rely;  that  they  wci'e  ne\"ei-  dereived  as  to 
wlial  lu'  told  them  regard  in, u'  their  interest  or  their  injury,  and 
w  hen  lie  liad  made  a  {ii-omise  he  fullilled  it  even  to  his  ow  n  hurt. 
They  saw,  too,  that  he  exacted  the  same  treatment  from  them; 
an<l  they  i;ave  it;  no  Indian  was  e\'er  found  hudcin^  in  response 
lo  fairness  of  dealing-  and  truth  of  speech.  Hut  aside  from  these 
husiness  ])riuciples  ihey  liketl  him  because  he  showed  himself 
quite  capable  of  moasuriuu  and  matching;  his  jdiysical  jirowess 
and  endnraiuH'  with  tlieir  own.  He  was  tall,  and  strong-,  and 
lithe,  and  in  athli'tic  i^ames  or  races  could  hold  his  own  with  the 
Itest.  He  was  ready  at  aciiuirinu  lani;ua.L;cs,  and  soon  was  mas- 
ter of  the  dialects  ])re\  ai lini;- in  central  and  western  New  York. 

The  .Mohawks  soon  formally  adoi)ted  him  into  their  tribe  as  a 
warrioi-,  and  then  he  often  ajipeared  in  their  dress,  paint  and  all, 
wlioojdm:-,  and  yellinu,  and  stamping  feet  in  the  dance  as  lustily 
as  any  of  them.  "A  ^\hiie  nnui  thus  playinu  the  Indian,''  says 
I'arknian,  "  usually  uains  nothing;  in  the  esteem  of  those  lu' 
imitates,  but  as  before  in  the  case  of  the  redoubtable  (^)unt 
I'ronlenac,  Johnson's  adoption  of  their  A\'ays  increased  their 
likini;-  for  him  and  di<l  not  diminish  their  respect." 

\\'lien  prosperity  was  assured  and  fortune  a<'cuinulated,  Jidm- 
son  was  enabled  to  ]>ass  w  ith  his  younu,  wife  from  Ion  cabin  and 
eountry  store  to  the  rustic  maunilicerice  of  .T(dinson  Hall,  on 
-Mount  Johnson.  This  was  on  the  sit<'  of  the  present  pojuilous 
town,  of  Johnstown,  nnmberini^'  some  ei^ht  thousand  souls  now, 
ami  sit  iiated  north  of  I'onda,  in  I^ilton  ( 'ounty.  The  tirst  *•  Hall 
was  id"  more  i»rimitive  constian-t  ion  than  I  he  lalei-  edifice  of  slone, 
which  was  built  about  17('i-*n  and  is  still  standiuL:,.    IT'om  this 
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coiiunandinu  locatimi  tin-  ])r()s{H'(  t  cinbr.trrs  "  the  ranuc  nf  M;iv- 
fico  Hills,  iir  .Mountains,  in  an  castrrly  diicrtion,  while  to  iIh- 
south  ai'i'  seen  Anthony's  Xosr  on  the  .Mohawk,  am!  laitlicr  on 
thi'  hills  bctwocn  ( 'ana  joha  fie  and  Chci-ry  X'allcy,  and  at  a  dis 
laiH-t'  of  hctwccn  thirty  or  forty  niih-s  the  hliic,  cloiidlikc  moun- 
tains Icadini;  to  tin-  ('atskills  and  the  I  »clawart'." 

It  stooil  to  reason  (hut  here,  by  special  ]>t-o\  ident  iai  lucpai  a- 
tiou,  ^\■as  the  man  to  take  the  work  of  \'aii  ("oilaer  and  I'elei' 
Schuyler.  It  is  indeed  a  sa<l  commentary  on  the  dealings  that 
wore  most  usual  on  the  part  of  the  wlnte  men  with  the  Indians, 
iliat  the  few  men  w  lio  I'anie  to  the  foreL:,round  in  the  history  of 
Xew  York  who  implicitly  tiaisled  them,  who  never  hesitated  to 
go  among  them,  even  in  times  of  war,  because  the  natives  on 
their  side  gave  to  these  men  contidence  and  even  affection — a 
DeYries,  a  Corlaer,  a  Schu^der,  a  Johnson — were  simply  nn^n 
who  told  them  the  truth  and  kept  faitli  with  them.  (Jovernor 
Clinton  was  not  slow  to  discover  that  ^^'illiam  Johnson  must  save 
tlie  Indian  situation. 

Novel'  befojt^  had  the  r^rench  been  so  industrious  in  seeking 
to  wean  away  tlu'  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  never  before  had 
they  come  so  near  doing  it.  The  Hoard  of  Indian  Commissioners 
at  Albany,  with  IMiilip  ].ivingst(ui  at  (heir  head,  were  serving 
their  own  interests  nundi  moi'e  than  thos(_>  of  the  State  or  the 
Indians,  the  repeal  of  the  hu\s  against  Frenidi  trade  having 
brought  bai  k  again  the  (dd  abuses.  'J'iierefore,  in  ITKi,  Clinton 
appointed  Johnson  Indian  supei'intendent.  It  at  once  brought 
down  upon  the  new  oltieial  the  antagonism  of  the  Albany  trad- 
ers and  that  of  the  o[ii)osition  in  the  Assend)ly,  so  that  su])idies 
and  money  for  ])resenis  were  refused  constantly,  "^'et  dinicull 
as  his  task  was  made,  Johnson  did  sa\e  the  situation.  "The 
Five  [Si.\]  Nations,"  says  Parkman,  "  promised  to  take  up  the 
hatchet  against  the  l^rencdi,  and  their  orator  said,  in  a  conference^ 
at  Albany,  '  should  any  French  ])i'iests  now  dare  to  come  among 
us,  we  know  no  use  for  them  but  to  roast  th(Mn.' 

A  little  l'it«'r,  when  the  position  had  been  his  for  some  yi^ars. 
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distinction  had  come  to  hiiu  for  other  services,  Ave  find  this 
drscrii>tioii  of  liini  by  one  who  had  seen  an<l  met  liini,  the  author 
of  "  Tlie  ^Memoirs  of  an  .\nierican  J.ady."  This  lady  writes  (and  in 
I  he  opening  sentence  reveals  a  ph-asaut  circumstance  in  view  of 
(he  unworthy  enmity  Jolnison  met  with  from  othei's  at  Albany  )  : 
"  By  the  advice  of  the  Sidiuylers  there  was  now  on  the  ^Mohawk 
Kiver  a  superint<'ndent  of  Indian  atTairs;  the  importance  of  wliich 
charge  began  to  be  fnlly  understood.  lie  was  regiilarly  ap- 
pointed and  paid  by  the  government.  This  Avas  the  justly  cele- 
brated Sir  William  Johnson,  who  held  an  office  ditticult  both  to 
define  and  execute.  lie  might  indeed  be  called  the  tribune  of  the 
Five  [Six]  Nations;  their  claims  he  asserted,  their  rights  he 
protected;  and  over  their  minds  he  possessed  a  greater  sway 
than  any  other  indi\  idual  had  ever  attained.  .  .  .  He  was 
an  uncommonly  tall,  Avell-made  man,  Avith  a  tine  countenance. 
He  appeared  to  be  taciturn,  never  Avasting  Avords  on  matters  of 
no  importance,  but  highly  eloquent  Avhen  the  occasion  called 
forth  his  pOAvers." 

During  the  course  of  our  narrative  thus  far,  Ave  have  fre- 
quently come  upon  the  most  prominent  fact  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration— the  continuous  collision  between  the  governor  and 
the  Assembly.  If  the  Assembly  that  met  Lord  Lovelace  in  1700 
began  the  contest  that  en<led  only  Avitli  inde])endence,  that  body 
in  its  encounters  with  Clinton  kept  up  the  contest  Avith  amazing- 
vigor,  seemingly  anxious  to  have  it  ripen  as  fast  as  possible  to- 
ward the  fruit  that  Bancroft  mentions,  and  Avhich  Avas  foreseen 
by  Attorney-General  Bradley  in  1720.  It  a\i>u1(1  be  more  grati- 
fying to  the  later  observer  (^f  patriotic  instincts  if  it  could  have 
been  conducted  all  along  in  a  manner  Avorthy  of  the  high  end, 
wliich  Avas  by  no  means  ahvays  or  Avith  every  one  also  the  aim 
of  the  contest. 

In  some  of  the  instances  of  its  collision  with  the  governor 
already  noted,  it  Avas  even  undignified  and  unti-ue  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  province  and  of  the  country.  There  were  times 
of  high  need  when  it  Avithheld  money,  to  tlie  pei  il  aiul  detriment 
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of  the  people;  and  there  were  measures  of  uiidoiihled 
and  far-reacdiini;  heiiefii  w  hich  it  cripph-d  oi'  scpieh  lied  in  nicre 
pi(jue  a^'aiiist  ( 'lintoii.  Thus  it  nii.uhl  well  apjx'ar  to  au  ohsei  ver 
from  the  <uilside  "that  the  eondilion  of  New  York,  as  icspects 
military  ellieieucy,  was  de})lorable.  She  was  divided  auaiiist 
hersidf,  and,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  [)arty  [)assi(ui  was  stronger 
than  the  demands  of  war.  The  pro\ince  was  in  the  midst  of  ene 
of  these  dis[)utt'S  \\hh  tlie  representatives  of  the  crown,  w  hii  h. 

in   one   douree  or 


another,  crippled 
or  paralyzed  ih.- 
military  activity  ef 
nearly  all  the  I'.iit- 
ish  colonies." 

Viewt'd  in  this 
lii;ht,  there  ^\•as 
n(»thin^  comnieiid- 
able  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  contest 
t  h  a  t  m  e  a  n  t  so 
much  in  the  sequel. 
lUit  t  h  e  r  e  were 
other  lights  under 
which  t(»  look  at  it, 
and  these  render 
the  review  of  tlu- 
quarrel  between 

Clinton  and  the  Assenddy  not  alto.uet lier  dishearteinuu.  lie 
came  to  Amerita  to  emulate  the  performance  of  the  thiafty 
Clarke,  w  ho  managed  to  pacify  I  he  refractory  icpicsentatiNcs. 
That  Clinton  so  nearly  succeeded  in  [xicketiu^  the  same  huue 
sum,  with  all  th<'  op[)osition  that  constantly  harassed  his  e\ei'y 
move,  showc(l  that  he  could  never  have  lost  out  of  siuht  the 
sordid  puriMise  that  seut  him  across  the  Atlaidic. 

The  commission  read  in  p\d)lic  contained  the  instruction  which 
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iirccssarily  had  the  clTcct  «»f  a  signal  <j,un  to  action  upon  ilio 
.\ssi'Mil>l\  :  "And  our  further  and  ])Ioasuro  is  that  all  pub- 
licly iiioni'V  raised  or  wl\i(  li  sliall  be  i-aisod  by  any  act  to  bo  Ih-i<'- 
;iftor  made  within  our  saitl  province  and  the  other  territories 
dcpi-ndiuu  thereon,  be  issued  out  by  warrant  fuoiii  you,  I»y  and 
with  th*'  ad\iee  and  consent  of  our  couns(d  [council],  and  dis- 
posed of  by  you  fortlie  su]»i»ort  of  t he  uoverniuent ,  ami  not  other- 
wise." A  frame  of  mind  was  pre])ai('d  by  these  tw'o  circum- 
slam-es  w  hi(di  aruned  the  worst  ]»ossible  for  any  smoolliness  of 
intercourse  or  harmony  in  operati<»n  between  the  ^nvernor  and 
till'  Assembly. 

A  week  after  his  ai'i'ival,  or  on  Septembei-  27,  ]74o,  Clinton 
diss(dved  the  Assembly  then  in  existence.  It  was  done  by  the 
advice  of  De  ].am-ey,  and  need  have  had  no  sinister  design  in  it, 
for  it  was  the  ordinary  tiling'  for  new  };o\-ernors  to  do;  but  after- 
ward Clinton  discovered  in  the  advice  a  desire  to  i;('t  rid  of  flie 
spealvoi-,  the  son  of  his  old  enemy,  ^Moi'ris.  The  day  of  the  disso- 
lution writs  were  issued  for  the  election  of  a  new  b<jdy.  ami  as 
only  seven  men  failed  of  a  re-election,  there  could  have  been  no 
.ureat  alteration  in  the  r<dative  streni^th  or  })osition  of  jiarties. 
It  met  on  November  S,  174'>,  ami  the  three  |)rinci}»al  subjects 
that  Clinton  bronuht  to  its  attention  of  a  financial  natui'e,  were 
the  necessity  of  p,rantinu'  funds  for  the  defense  of  the  pi'o\ince 
in  the  event  of  the  war  that  was  soon  to  be  openlx'  dtndai'ed;  the 
obligation  to  make  the  stipulaleil  ]iresents  to  ihe  j»eo]ile  of  the 
l*^i.\  Nations;  and  the  re<|uirements  of  flu'  business  of  the  ])iov- 
ince  whi(di  called  for  the  ])ayment  of  tlie  salaries  of  the  various 
oHicers  fi'oni  the  uoveiiior  down. 

Acting'  njion  these  |>ressinu  and  ob\ious  re([uii'<Miients,  there 
was  a  snlViciently  coi-dial  and  prompt  response  drrin^j,  Ihe  liist 
session,  whi(di  ended  on  T)ecember  17.  The  uoNci  nor  was  \-ote(l 
a  salary  of  n,oOO,  with  an  additi<U!  of  £('.r»0  as  fees.  There  was 
also  what  was  calbMl  an  "allowau'-e"  to  him  of  the  Licnei-dus 
sum  of  £1,000,  for  a  I'ather  mysterious  reas(/n,  expi'esscil  as  fol- 
lows:     As  a  reward  for  his  S(dicitation  in  behalf  of  the  pro\ince, 
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and  for  the  cxik'Uso  and  loss  of  time  ftccasioiicd  tlioi-chy."  It  is 
evident  that  no  frietion  had  as  yet  been  devi'loi)('d,  no  iilcrt 
enemy  as  yet  arisen  to  question  sui-h  a  rt-ward,  which  hinkcil 
more  like  an  award.  There  was  also  voted  the  sum  of  £^<UU  to  hr 
ex[»end('d  on  the  Indian  j)rol>h'm. 

These  acts  reeei\  ed  the  approval  of  the  governor,  and  he  urg(Ml 
that  they  be  ratified  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  Vot  that  board  of  a^l 
nunistrators  for  the  colonies  j>nt  on  record  what  they  thought 
of  the  drift  of  these  bills  so  cleverly  enacted  by  the  New  York 
Assembly:  Uy  these  acts,"  they  say,  the  supjiort  of  govern- 
ment was  limited  to  one  year,  and  the  }>articular  salai'ies  afiixed 
to  eat-h  ofliccr  by  name  and  not  to  the  oflice,  wlM'i'cby  not  only  llie 
disposal  of  ])nblic  nnaiey  is  ]daced  in  the  hands  of  the  Assembly, 
but  also  tlie  nomijiatiou  of  ohicers  an<l  the  ascertaining  their 
salaries." 

Exactly  in  the  face,  all  this,  therefore,  of  the  royal  instruc- 
tions sent  with  every  governor  from  Lord  Lovelace  (hnvn.  Ex- 
actly the  contenti'ju  which  had  met  Governor  Lovelace,  only 
cari'icd  a  little  furth<-r.  The  grants  for  one  year  only  were  here 
now  as  then,  and  for  specific  objects;  but  now  logically  developed 
to  the  mention  <>f  the  names  of  tlie  ofTn-ials  to  be  salaried,  so  that 
the  ai>pointing  ])ower  was  em-roachcd  u]>on.  The  contest,  of 
which  l!;incroft  speaks,  had  in(le<Ml  thic]<ene<l,  and  royal  instruc- 
tions had  better  ha\  e  raiiu'd  dow  n  in  torrents  in  order  to  clear  the 
air  for  royal  prerogative.  For  tlie  personal  attitude  of  Governor 
Clintou  was  not  going  to  improve  the  situation,  nor  keej;)  the 
Assembly  fi'om  exercising  the  apiioiuting  p(nvei'.  When  faction 
had  come  to  full  bloom  under  1  )e  Lancey,  they  did  actually  in 
the  bill  for  payment  of  salaries  remo\'e  one  oflicer's  name  and 
jtut  in  anothe]-,  "  without  consulting  nu',"  as  Clinton  plaintively 
obsei'ves. 

An  incident  perhaps  not  veiy  e(lifyiug  grew  out  of  these  con- 
flicting authoT'ities,  but  which  shows  the  drift  of  tlu^  times. 
•Tames  Parker  had  sm-ceeded  William  r.ra<lford  (who  was  now 
ai»proachiiig  the  age  of  ninety)  in  the  active  management  of  the 
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t,M)V(>rniHeiit  pi'iulini;  ol'lice,  and  the  i)iiblicati(»ii  of  the  (jazrtlc. 
n«'  was  euga.^ed  u\n)n  the  jirintini;  ol'  an  account  of  Clinton's 
\isit  and  confrrcnce  w  ith  the  Indians,  wht-n  there  came  an  order 
from  tlie  Assembly  (o  print  an  ad<]ress  of  llieir  own,  and  lliev 
c(im])elled  J'arlcer  to  lay  aside  the  governo]''s  matter.  It  was 
nalnral,  but  not  wise,  that  Clinton  should  have  retaliat(,'<l  by 
forbidding-  Parker  to  print  a  remonstrance  of  some  kind  \\'hich 
the  ^()\'ernor  had  refused  to  receive  from  the  Assembly.  For  at 
once  there  was  a  hue  and  cry  raise*!  that  govei'nment  ha<l  vio- 
lated the  rights  of  the  ]»eoph'  and  was  muz/,!iTii^  the  press. 

The  amenities  exchani^ed  were  not  of  the  pleasantest  char- 
acter, each  side  frankly  expri'ssini;  themselves  with  rejiard  to  the 
other,  without  mincini;'  matters.  The  Assembly  read  Clinton  a 
lectui'e  as  to  their  i;eueral  oiunion  of  ,i;overnors,  with  full  per- 
mission to  make  a  i)articular  aii])lication.  "  ( lo^•ernors,"  they 
said,  "  are  .generally  entire  strant^ers  to  the  people  they  are  sent 
to  govern;  they  seldom  rep,ard  tlie  welfare  of  the  people  otherwise 
than  as  they  can  make  it  subservient  to  their  own  particular  in- 
terest;  and  as  they  ktiow  The  time  of  their  continuance  in  tludr 
govei-nments  to  be  uncertain,  all  methods  arc  used,  and  all 
enjiines  set  to  ^\-ork-,  to  raise  estates  to  tliems<dves.  Should  the 
public  moneys  be  left^  to  their  disposition,  Avhat  can  be  expected 
but  tlie  <j,Tossest  misa])plication,  under  various  pretenses,  which 
will  never  be  Avantini;?  " 

NoAv  this  was  eominii  rather  close  home  to  a  man  who  had 
dan.gling-  before  Ins  eyes  ("larke's  prize  of  £100,000,  and  who  se- 
cured one  of  £SO,0(iO  for  liims(df.  It  could  not  \ia\e  been  pleasant 
docti'ine:  and,  as  under  a  fiu'mer  administration,  the  plea  had 
been  made  that  the  truth  of  a  lilxd  made  thelilxd  oidy  the  woi-se. 
So  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  al)out  governors  made  its  exposition 
all  the  more  unjtalatable.  So  Governor  Clinton  retaliate*!  in 
kind.  IIe!>!untly  told  tliem  that  they  A\(>T'e  mere  creatui'es,  made 
and  unmade  ])\  the  kiiig's  bT-eatli;  that  the  Assend)ly  '-had  no 
authority  to  sit  but  !)y  tln^  king's  command  and  insti'uctions." 
And  he  uttered  the  tlireat:    "Every  bramdi  of  this  Legislature 
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uuiy  be  crimiuiil  in  the  eye  of  tlit-  law;  ;ui<l  tlici'c  is  a  (xiwci'  ahlc 
to  punish  yon,  and  that  will  imnish  yon,  il'  yon  ])l'o^()k(■  that 
power  to  do  it  by  your  niisbchaN'ior;  oi  licrwisc  yon  nmsl  thinU 
yonr,seIv(  s  independent  <d"  the  crow  ii  (d'(!real  ]'>i'itain." 

'J'iiese  s]»irit('d  rcinai'ks  were  inlcrdutn^ed  dnrini;-  the  session 
of  the  Asseiuhly  which  met  in  ()cl(d)er.  ITiS.  Then,  ai;ain,  wilh 
wearisome  and  nseless  iteration,  Clinton,  in  oliedience  to  inslnn'- 
tions,  liad  asked  foi-  a  urant  of  re\H'nne  for  at  least  live  years. 
It  was  refused,  as  usual,  and  the  Assend)ly  stated  the  reason: 

I'"'roni  i-eeent  experii'Uce  \\  e  are  fully  convinced  that  the 
nu'thod  of  an  annual  support  is  most  wholesome  and  salutary, 
and  are  confiruu'd  in  ihe  opiinon  that  the  faithful  rei)reseutatives 
of  tlu'  }>eoi)le  will  ue\er  (h'i>art  from  it."  Xo  su]»ply  bill  passe(l 
this  Assembly,  and  for  two  years  Clinton  was  fain  to  'j^vi  aloni;- 


it.   r.ut  still  there  was  a  principle  involved  which  bore  on  future 


thai  were  to  come  later.  In  August,  IT.jO,  ('liidon  was  at  his 
^\■its"  end,  and  the  next  uiontii  he  issued  the  summons  foi'  the 
nieelini;'  of  the  Assembly.  lie  completely  snri'endereil  his  side 
of  the  conleidiou,  and  was  willing  to  receive  the  grants  of  I'ev- 
enue  on  the  Assembly  s  own  terms.  On  its  part  it  came  f(U'wai'<1 
with  commt'inlable  readiness  to  remedy  the  past.  The  sup[)lies 
for  the  two  previotis  years  were  maih'  tqi,  and  all  tliat  was  needed 
for  the  coming'  y<'ar  a!»]u-oju-iate<L 

Fre(]uently  durinu'  the  ten  yeai'S  of  his  incumbency  Clinton 
had  been  on  the  point  of  resiuiiin.i;'  his  ])ost.  lie  had  nmre  than 
•ouce  asked  for  permission  to  leave  New  York  for  a  time  on  a 


the  best  way  he  could 
withont  money. 


EAKLY  SLAVE  MAKKET,  NEW  YOr.K. 


There  nuiy  have  been 
souiethini;'  of  spite  in  this 
obstinacy;  t  h  e  r  e  m  a  y 
have  bei^'U  a  phas(>  of  dis- 
loyalty to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  ]»ro\iiU'e  abotit 


tiuu's,  and  safe_i;uarded  the  liberties  of  the  j)eo]»le  for  ;;-enei-a  t  ions 
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visit  to  l]iij;lnii(l.  The  ant ii(»i'itics  at  lioino  had  ix'prated ly  dis- 
«-<>uia^»'d  or  refuso<l  these  iMMpiesIs,  and  Clinton  had  at  times 
he<Mi  <leterre(l  by  1  lie  coiisichTa I  ion  t  hat  in  snrh  an  <'\-eiit  he  iinist 
h'a\"<'  llif"  ;;ovei-n!iient  in  tiie  hands  of  I  )e  Lancey  as  lienlenant- 
tjov<-rnor,  \\  iiose  conmi ission  as  sncli  he  liad  not  yri  ]ian(h'd  o\  ei' 
to  hini. 

r.nt  in  lTr>:>  lie  was  at  last  relieved  fi-oni  his  prolonged  an- 
noyances. 1  [e  did  not  h  New  York  till  all  er  he  had  (hdi\  cicd 
the  ;^()\"ernnient  into  the  hands  of  his  sncressor.  In  November, 
ITo."),  lie  took  slii]>  for  lhiL;lan<l  w  ith  all  his  family.  The  anthori- 
ties  there  ])i-ovided  well  for  his  later  days.  Alihou^h  cai-i-yini;' 
lioine  with  lam  his  oft -nient ioned  £S0,000,  he  was  uiven  the  sine- 
cnre  of  governor  of  ( 1  i'ee!i\vi(di  Hospital  foi'  life.  Pronu)lion  als(t 
still  awaited  him  in  his  (diosen  in-ofession  .  in  t7o5  he  was  made 
vice-adnni'al  of  the  lied,  and  in  IToT  he  was  raised  to  the  higli 
rank  of  Admiral  of  I  lie  ITecf.    He  die<l  in  ITCtl. 

'Jdie  contest  A\  lu(  h  the  New  York  Assend)ly  kept  ii])  so  stren- 
iionsly  against  royal  preroi;ati\"e,  as  represeided  by  the  ^•o^"ernor 
of  the  i)rovince,  was  destined  to  have  in  it  one  traiiit;  e[)isode,  to 
Mhi(di  the  conrse  of  oni'  narrative  has  now  bron^ht  ns.  Vov  tlie 
chief  actor  in  this  traucdy,  the  one  ^\ho  himsidf  made  a  tragedy 
of  it,  was  (Tinton's  smcessor,  tb.vernoi-  Sir  Danvers  Osborn. 
This  jicntleman  "was  boiai  at  the  f and ly  seal  <d'  (  Mdcksands  Priory, 
P)ed fordshire,  on  No\'einber  17,  ITlo,  and  was  thns  only  thii-ty- 
eiuht  years  (dd  w  hen  he  was  ap|)ointed  (!o\ei  nor  of  New  York. 
'I'here  was  not  hinu  of  t  he  a<l\"ent  iirer  oi'  the  b  )rt  nnedmnt  er  abont 
him,  the  i-eason  foi'  his  ajtpointment  beinu  a  ](alhelic  one.  Of  an 
ancient  and  honorable  lini'aue,  his  ancestoi-s  since  Edwai-d  Xl. 
had  held  positions  of  ti-nst  near  the  sovei'eiun's  pei-son  by  inherit- 
ance, and  Some  of  them  had  bei-n  kniulite(l  at  vai'i(.(is  times.  Tn 
irt(>2  the  bearer  of  the  name  and  the  ollice  was  nuub^  a  baronet, 
and  Sir  Danvers  was  the  third  in  succession. 

In  September,  17-10,  w  hei>  he  was  twenty-tlve  yearsj  of  he 
was  inarrii'd  to  the  danuhter  of  tli<'  I-]arl  of  Halifax.  It  was  a 
very  liai»i>y  nnion,  bnt  inimediat(dy  after  the  birth  of  a  second 
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son  in  1743,  Lady  Osborn  died.  Tli<>  Imslmnd  was  inc(»ns()la])le, 
and  his  reason  nave  many  siuns  of  iM'ini,^  unseated,  lie  si)u;;lit 
distraeti<ju  in  public  life,  sat  in  i'arliament  for  Bedford  County; 
raised  a  troop  of  horse  in  174.")  in  supjiori  of  Kirip.'  Geor^^e  against 
tlie  I'retendei';  and  when  still  (he  -rief  hunu'  heavy  upon  him  in 
1750  he  paid  a  visit  of  six  months  to  Loid  ( 'ornwallis.  Governor 
of  Xova  Scotia.  His  hrother-indaw,  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  presi- 
dent of  tlie  board  of  trado,  induced  him  toacce])t  the  i^ost  of  gov- 
ernor of  New  Yoi-k,  in  the  lKi])e  of  furthcj-  curini;-  his  niala<ly. 
But  the  remedy  proved  worse  th;in  the  disease. 

On  Satur(hiy,  Octobi'i-  (*,,  17.')3,  tlie  vessel  convr-yiup,-  Sir  Danvers 
arrived  at  Noav  York.  On  Sunday,  October  7,  ho  landed,  and  Avas 
received  by  the  council.  Governor  Glinton  beino  at  his  coun- 
try seat  at  Flushin,u',  L.  I.  Althouuh  it  v\'as  tlie  Lord's  Day, 
a  banquet  was  given  in  honor  of  the  new  incumbent.  On  ^\(m- 
day,  tlie  Sth,  Clinton  came  into  town,  and  a  conference  took 
place  between  the  two  men  at  the  governoj-'s  mansion  in  the  fort; 
a  banquet  being  again  given  in  the  ev  ening,  at  wliicli  bcjth  were 
present.  The  official  mansion  was  undergoing  repairs,  and  there- 
fore Sir  Danvers,  who  was  quite  alom\  having  left  his  boys  in 
the  care  of  his  mother,  was  entertained  at  the  house  of  lawver 
Joseph  Murray,  who  had  married  one  of  Cosby's  (laughters,  and 
Avas  thereby  related  to  the  late  Lady  Osborn.  Murray's  house 
was  on  Bi'oadAvay,  on  the  Avest  side,  and  the  earden  in  the  rear 
sloped  doA\n  to  the  river's  bank.  On  Tuesday,  October  0,  the 
retiring  governor  made  a  foi-nial  l  all  on  his  successor  at  this 
house,  and  tho  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box  was  alsc)  pre- 
sented. 

On  "^^'ednesday,  October  10,  17r>3.  took-  jdace  the  inauguration 
of  the  noAv  governor  in  gi-ear  state.  A  parade  of  city  dignitaries 
and  the  military  maridiod  from  the  fort  to  the  City  Hall,  and 
there  the  cerenK)nies  of  induction  A\'ere  condui-tcd,  in  the  presence 
of  a  great  multitude.  As  the  tAvo  gf)vcriiors  ]iassed  between  the 
ranhs  of  the  crowd  on  either  side  of  T'.i'oadwav  and  ^\'all  Street, 
marks  of  hatred  and  Avords  of  vitu}Ku-al ion  against  Clinton 
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iiiin;il''<l  with  the  Imzzas  for  the  new  (oiiicr.  'JIk-sc  ill-iinicd  ex- 
pressions of  wrath  did  not  trouble'  Clinton  half  so  niurh  as  they 
did  the  scnsitiAO  Oshoin.  lie  remarked  thai  he  fidly  ex|ie(te(l 
tiiat  he  himself  ^\•ould  be  made  I  he  target  for  such  abuse  ere  he 
had  loni;'  been  in  otTicf.  At  ni,uht  bontires  and  coloi'ed  lights 
bade  the  darkness  flee,  and  another  banijnet  follo\V(.'d  those  al 
ready  enjoyed. 

On  Thnrs(biy,  the  11th,  tlie  _L;()vernoi''s  forebodini;-  seeniod  to 
obtain  decided  justilieation.  lb'  met  ^\•ith  liis  connt  il  and  con- 
fided to  them  that  he  did  not  like  a  passa.ue  in  the  address  of  the 
coi'j)oration  which  had  exjjressed  the  hope  that  his  excel h'licy 
wonld  be  "  as  averse  from  conntenancin<4  as  we  from  brookini; 
any  infringements  of  (UU'  estimable  liberties,  civil  and  reli,iL;ions."' 
He  said  that  he  ^vislled  to  ask  the  coi-poration  to  remove  it  from 
tlieir  address,  lie  was  eai'nestly  dissuaded  from  makin.u'  such  a 
reqnest.  IJemembering-  that  liis  instruetioiis  directed  him  to  do 
the  very  thine,'  deprecated  thns  in  advance,  lie  asked  of  De  Lancey 
how  tlie  enforcement  of  the  instructions  would  l)e  met.  De 
Lancey  replied  that  the  Proviru'lal  Assembly  ^\•onld  not  yield  an 
iota  of  the  practice  of  voting'  a  revenne  for  one  year  only,  and 
for  specified  objects  and  ])ersons.  Upon  this  ]»lain  rejoinder. 
Sir  Danvers  bowed  his  head  disconsolately  and  remai'ked: 
"  What,  then,  am  I  sent  here  for?  I  shall  soon  leave  you  the  gov- 
ernment.   I  can  not  bear  tliis  burden." 

Tliat  evening  Osborn  <liiied  (juietly  at  his  host's.  Comidaining 
of  illness,  he  retired  early,  and,  although  a  i)liysician  w  as  sum- 
moned, the  govcM'uor  disregarded  his  prescri]ition.  Early  on  the 
next  morning,  h^-iday,  October  12,  tlie  bo<ly  (*f  tlie  unliajipy  man 
was  found  sus]ieni1ed  by  a  neckerciiief  froin  one  of  the  palings 
in  tlie  fence  of  ^fr.  ^fui'ray's  garden.  The  ju'ospc' t  of  the  contest 
before  him  had  overwhelmed  his  skattere(l  mind  and  broken 
spirit,  which  had  never  recovered  from  the  grief  of  ten  years 
before.  As  (  Jovernor  Clinton  ha<l  finally  handed  De  Lancey  his 
commission  as  lieutenant-governor  on  the  morning  of  Osborn's 
niauguration,  he  now  succeeded  to  the  active  administration  of 
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the  province,  Ix'ariiii;  lli<'  nil<'  for  nearly  two  years,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  tile  deceased  i;o\-ernor"s  successoi-. 

'I'liis- brief  i»ei'io(i  was  siunalized  I>y  llie  Conuress  of  A]l)aiiy, 
whi(di  foiiiiulated  tlie  lirsi  ])lan  of  riii<in  foi'  tlie  colonies.  Tlie 
Congress  was  called,  as  so  niaiiy  before  it,  to  confer  with  the  i-ep 
resentat  i\('S  of  the  v^ix  Nations  and  sti'en^then  them  in  their 
allei;iance  to  I'ai^land  ai^ainst  ranee.  It  met  in  the  Court 
House,  or  City  Hall,  al  Albany,  on  ^\'ednesday,  June  1!),  ITol, 
and  there  were  present  twenty-thret'  d(de,i;ates,  four  from  New 
York,  four  fi'om  New  Hampshire,  four  from  ^fassacdiusetl s,  throe 

from  Connecticut,  two  from 
Khode  Island,  two  from  ^faiw- 
land,  and  four  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  whom  ]'>enjamin  Frank- 
lin was  one.  Lieutenant-Governor 
De  Lancey  was  chosen  to  j)residc. 
Conferences  were  h«dd,  as  in- 
tended, with  the  Iro(iuois,  of 
which  nothing  needs  hero  to  bo 
said,  as  there  was  no  special  de- 
parture from  the  features  com- 
monly marking  such  meetings. 
There  were  flowery  sjx'cidies,  and 
solid  jii'esents,  and  solemn  protes- 
tations and  promises  on  both 
Sides.  Tiie  rust  was  rubbed  off  the  (diain  of  friendshi]),  as  the 
Imlians  were  accustome*!  to  term  it,  and  for  awdule  Ihey  served 
again  their  useful  jmrpose  as  a  buH\'i-,  or  bulwark,  against  the 
assaults  of  the  I'rench  and  Indians  from  Canada. 

W'e  are  more  concei  ned  with  the  session  of  Monday  afternoon. 
June  24.  Then,  the  Indian  alTairs  ha\iiig  been  disposed  of.  a 
motion  \\as  made  •'  that  the  conimissioners  deliver  their  opinion 
whether  a  T'ldon  of  all  th.e  colonies  is  lud  at  present  altsolutely 
ti(H'<>ssary  for  their  set  urity  and  defense.""  Tlw  motion  to  (diange 
tlu"  (diaracter  of  the  Congi-ess  from  oiw  on  Irnlian  alTaii's  to  one 
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on  Colonial  Union,  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  vnfo.  I'lanldin, 
w  ho  had  been  ai^itatinij,'  the  subjeet  of  rnion  in  his  new  s|ia]H'i' 
for  some  time,  was  made  (diairman  of  a  comuuttee  to  (li-aft  a 
plan.  This  eomiiiittee  was  composed  of  (.iic  (b-lc^ato  fi'om  eai  li 
(d'  the  colonies  repi-escnted,  William  Smith  Imjul;  lh<'  nuMiibei' 
from  New  "^'ork.  On  '^u\^  4 — an  ausjiicious  dale-  -  the  comiinttee 
were  ready  with  their  plan  and  I'epoi-tod  it  to  the  Con,i;ress.  It 
was  discussed  for  some  days,  meeting;  with  opjiosition  on  the 
I)art  of  some,  anion^'  wlntm  ^\■ere  Lieutenant  *  iovernor  De  Laucey 
and  Josei)li  Muri'ay,  of  the  New  York  deputies.  Ibit  on  duly  10 
it  was  adopted  by  the  Tdnuress,  an<l  oi-dored  to  be  laid  before  the 
foloiiial  governmeuts,  ■\^•ho  had  sent  d(dei;ates  to  the  Congress, 
as  well  as  to  thos(^  in)t  represcnte(l. 

The  plan  called  for  a  chief  executive  ol'ticer,  deuomiiiated 
President-rienei'al,  who  was  to  be  a]ipointe<l  by  the  crown.  The 
lef^islative  department  was  to  be  called  the  ( li'and  ( 'ouncil,  whi(di 
was  to  meet  every  three  years,  and  to  be  cojujtosed  of  forty-ei,^ht 
d(de^ates,  chosen  b.y  the.  Assemblies  of  the  sevei'al  colonies,  none 
of  them  to  have  less  than  two  representatives,  and  f(tr  the  re- 
mainder to  be  regulated  by  the  po]UTlation,  so  that  ^Tassachuset ts 
and  Virj^inia  were  oavh  entitled  to  seven.  It  is  a  remarkabh* 
cir<-umstance — ju-ovin^'  that  time  is  m'edcd  to  ]»i-epare  men  for 
cei'taiu  measures — that  the  pbm  nu't  with  the  ap])roval  of  iieitlier 
the  Eufilish  povernnient  nor  of  any  of  the  coloines  thems(dves. 

The  authorities  in  Eufiland  (d)j('cte<l  to  a  concentration  of 
power  whereby  the  colonies  wonld  become  too  conscious  of  their 
strength  and  thus  advance  to  indopon(b'nc<>.  The  coloines  ap- 
prohen(bMl  dauber  from  the  centralization  of  ]»owei'  in  the  hands 
of  an  ollicial  a]>{)oint(Ml  by  the  crown.  r>nt  subse(iue]d  events 
so  remai'kably  in  line  with  this  ]n'o]»osed  "  Tnion  "  bid  us  (■\-er 
turn  ^\itli  a  ])eculiar  interest  to  this  early  at;itati(Ui  of  the  sub- 
j<'ct.  Xeitlnu'  tht^  ]ie(^ple  nor  the  times  were  ripe  for  the  mcasui'e, 
but  tlioy  were  ripening'  fast.  The  contest  that  was  not  to  end 
except  with  independence  was  neariuLi'  its  end;  and  before  in- 
dependence Union  had  to  be. 
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Before  ^yv  take  up  tlic  iiarralivt'  of  events  that  were  to  load 
to  tliis  i-esult  with  ('\ cr-increasiii;^  laiiidity,  wc  iimst  devote  the 
roiuaiiider  of  this  eliapter  to  a  brief  view  of  life  and  eoiiditieiis 
in  N'arioHs  ])arts  (;f  tlie  pi-o\  iiice  al»out  tlie  middle  of  ihis  (,■(  iiiury, 
ov  at  least  about  the  jjeriod  of  its  midiMe-decades.  In  these  we 
reach  the  (dose  of  the  cohmial  times,  those  last  <lays  of  undis- 
turbed repose  in  the  sentiment  that  the  eolonies  were  and  of 
right  ouj^ht  to  be  subject  (o  the  dominion  of  (ireat  Britain.  The 
cliange  to  a  sentiment  quite  th<^  opposite  of  this  nu'ant  in- 
surrection and  reA'olution,  and  the  mai'(h  throuuh  the  years 
Avheu  this  change  was  wrought  is  on(^  attended  by  the  blare  of 
trumpets  and  the  roar  of  artillery,  and  all  the  other  pomp  anil 
circumstance  of  wai'.  That  is,  \\e  will  ha\e  to  occui»y  ourselves 
almost  altogether  with  military  events  in  the  two  following 
chapters;  therefore,  it  ^\  ill  be  pleasant  to  refresh  ourselves  with 
some  aspects  of  history  of  another  kind,  ]>i-es(>nt ing  us  with  the 
view  how  people  lived,  and  ate,  and  dressed,  and  so  forth. 

New  York  City,  the  cai)ital,  had  attained  a  population  of  over 
fourteen  thousand  souls,  t^everal  cluii'clies  of  respectable  pro- 
portions now  occupied  its  streets,  ^^'hile  many  of  her  wealthy 
citizens  had  reared  for  themselves  handsome  residences.  The 
fame  of  one  of  them,  indeed,  the  "^^^'llton  TTouse,"  which  stood 
till  ISSl,  spread  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  was  introduced  into 
speeches  in  Parliament  to  i)r{»ve  that  there  was  wealth  enougli 
in  the  colonies  to  bear  a  little  taxation  for  their  defense. 

In  "  An  American  Lady,"  cited  before,  aiul  of  great  value  in  a 
.review  like  the  present,  we  r<\id  in  what  relatii^n  the  capital 
stood  to  the  province:  "  At  New  York  there  was  always  a  gov- 
ernor', a  few  troops,  and  a  kind  of  a  little  court  kept;  there,  too, 
was  a  mixed,  ;ind,  in  some  degree,  polisln^d  soci«'ty.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  inhabitants  of  tln^  u|»]»er  settlements,  who  had 
any  pretensions  to  superioi'  culture  or  ]>olisli,  to  go  once  a  year  in 
New  YoT'k.  ller(\  t(»o,  they  sent  their  children  occasionally  to 
reside  with  their  relations,  and  to  learn  the  nnn'e  polished  man- 
ners and  language  of  the  cai>ital.'" 
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Yot  it  is  nnuisiiiii,-  to  observe,  as  we  read  tlic  liistoi-ian  Smith's 
afcoiint  of  customs  and  ways  in  this  incial  capital,  how 
very  provinehil  it  still  was.  "Ju  the  city  of  New  Yoj-k,"  he 
writes,  "through  oiu-  intcrroiiisc  with  l'-nrop('ans  w*'  foUow 
the  London  fashions.  th()UL;h  liv  the  time  wc^  adoj)!  tlu-ni  they 
became  disused  in  l']n_<iiand.  ()ur  alllucncc  dniin^  the  late  \\ai 
introduced  a  de^^rec  of  luxuiy  in  lahics,  dress,  and  fuinituro, 
with  wldch  we  were  before  unac(juaintcd.  but  still  [<>li,  shades 
of  the  Puritans,  save  the  mark  I]  we  are  iKd  so  "^ay  a  i)eople  as 
our  neighbors  at  lloston,  and  sevoral  of  the  soiiihei-n  c(donies." 

Turuing  to  the  interior  of  the  ]u-o\-ince  we  learn  again,  by  the 
aid  of  Smith,  that  the  Dutch  counties,  in  some  nu-asure,  f(dlow 
the  example  of  Xe^^'  ^'ork,  but  still  retain  many  modes  ])eculiar 
to  the  Hollanders."  As  late  as  1750  he  says  that  the  Dutch 
dialect  is  still  so  much  used  in  some  counties  that  the  sheriffs 
find  it  ditlicult  to  obtain  jtersons  sul'liciently  ac(juainted  with  tlir' 
English  tongue  to  serve  as  jurors  in  courts  of  law."  On  Long- 
Island  there  were  now  several  nourishing  villages,  all  the  Avay 
from  the  East  I^iver  to  the  eastern  end,  and  fringing  both  the 
northern  and  so\ithe]-n  shores.  Settlements  along  the  Hudson 
were  collecting  in  nuclei  for  later  towns  and  cities,  Idster 
County  numbering  six  villages  of  great  promise — Kingston. 
]\rarbletown,  Iluidoy,  liochester.  New  Paltz,  and  W'alkill-  ami 
could  muster  a  forc(^  of  militia  of  fr(jni  tifteen  to  sixteen  hundred 
men,  besides  a  troop  of  horse. 

Thus  we  ai-e  led,  step  by  step.  To  the  othei'  city  of  the  State, 
tlie  quaint  old  tfuvn  of  .Vlbany.  There  were  scarce  four  hundred 
houses  in  it,  distributed  along  a  few  streets  pretty  regularly 
laid  out  at  right  angles  and  in  ])aralle!s.  "One  very  A\ide  and 
long  street,"  Ave  are  told  in  "  An  American  Lad_A  ,""  lay  ])arallel 
to  the  river,  the  interuuMliate  space  betwe(Mi  it  and  the  shore 
being  occupied  by  gardens."  The  ]>ul)lic  edilices  ''consisted  of 
a  market-place,  oi-  guarddiouse,  a  town  hall,  aiul  the  English  and 
Dutch  churcdu^s."  They  all  stood,  this  wiatei-  tells  us,  in  the 
middle  of  the  street  that  ran  up  the  liill  to  the  foit,  at  right 
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an<.;Ies  to  the  (jIIut  stirct.  It  is  indeed  a  rustic  borou*;!!  that  she 
describes:  "  livery  house  liad  its  i;ardeii,  well,  and  a  little  ui-et'ii 
behind;  before  everv  <hM>r  a  tree  was  ])laiit('d,  reiKh-reil  interest- 
ing" by  beini;  coeval  \\  ith  some  bt'lo\'ed  mcuiber  of  the  family." 

^^'e  are  enabled  even  to  enter  these  dcji-hiful  rural  haiiila- 
lions  and  shai'e  meals  \\itli  iheir  oi'cu]iants,  as  wc  read  the 
Swedish  tra\'eler.  I'rofessor  Ivalm's,  account  of  his  visit  in  tT4!l. 
For  breakfast  the  people  had  bi-ead  and  butti-r  or  milk,  or  ti-a 
without  niiik',  the  su^ar  not  l>einii  l"it  into  the  cup  but  held  in  a 
-lump  in  the  month  as  the  tea  was  draid<.    On  the  bread  wdo 


sonietim<'s  i)laced  slices  of 
liung'  (snH)ked?)  beef.  Coffee 
was  not  very  comnnmly  ns<'d. 
Dinner  consisted  of  buttermilk 
or  fresh  milk  an<l  bread,  atnl 
boiled  or  roast <■(!  tlesh.  In  some 
families  the  buttermilk  was 
boiled  and  made  into  a  thin 
kind  of  ])orridi;(',  which  tasted 
very  sour,  but  was  not  disaj^reo- 
able  in  hot  weather.  At  ea(di 
dinner  there  ^\'as  a  .^I'l^at  salad, 
with  abundance  of  vineL;ar,  btit 


little  or  tio  oil.    Supper  auain 

VISCUUXT  Cur.XBLKY. 

consisted  of  bread  and  butter, 
or  bread  and  milk.  Sometimos  clieese  ^\■as  served  at  breakfast 
or  dinner,  not  in  slices,  but  st'rajx'd  as  line  as  Hour.  The  diink 
was  small  beer  or  water.  Tin'  houses  stood  with  their  ^able 
ends  to  the  street,  and  their  gutters  diipped  nearly  into  the 
center  (d'  the  narro>V(  i'  si  leets.  State  Stri'et  was  about  i\\r  times 
widei'  than  the  others.  The  frmit  dooi's  oi'  houses  had  seats  built 
on  the  porches  oi-  stoops,  and  Icic  in  the  evening'  the  occupants 
sat,  greet inu  e\'erybody  who  ]>assed  by. 

To  the  norlh  of  .\lbany  i  hei'e  had  been  a  Saratoga,  but  it  \\  as 
now  tio  more,  ami  no  renewal  of  it  was  as  vet  in  siuht.  The 
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I-rciich  were  at  Crown  IN)int  and  ( Xudciisbiir^.  The  next  coii- 
sitlcrablc  settlement  ucst\vai-<l  was  S<,'lienecta<l \ .  At  rlie  lime 
tliat  William  Johnson  passed  tlironuli  it,  savs  Dr.  (Iritlis,  liiere 
was  tlie  street  of  tlie  .Martyi-s,  a  sad  ri'mindei-  of  the  mass;icre  of 
](;!)().  It  had  its  Ilaiidcla<-r  Sliret,  or  street  ofjlie  Traders,  as 
well  as  Albany,  and  fnnr  other  I  !ioroui;lifares  wcri'  "lined  with 
eomfortable,  one-storied,  many-ualded  dwel!in,L:s,  willi  here  and 
there  neat  houses,  all  <ir  })arlly  of  brielv.  I'^at  h  house  stood  with 
its  cozy  bivalve  door,  shut  at  the  bottom  to  kee[)  out  i)ii;s  and 
chiidvens,  and  to  keep  in  the  babes,  and  open  at  the  to])  to  a<lmit 
li^ht  and  air." 

Tlienee  we  pass  into  the  western  ^^-ilderncss.  bat  recdainied 
now  in  a  good  many  spots.  Along  the  ^Mohawk,"  Dr.  tJriflis 
enumerates,  ''were  b^eheneetady,  Trane's  \'illage,  Dort  Hunter, 
AVarrensburg,  a  hamh^t;  Caughna\A  aga  (or  I'onda  ),  Canajoharle, 
Palatine,  (Jerman  I'lats,  and  llurnet's  I-'iold,  now  called  llc]-- 
kimer."  In  Cherry  A'alley,  just  over  the  hills  from  the  ^lohawk 
back  of  Canaj(jharie,  Scottish  settlers  had  come  some  years 
before,  who  contributed  a  sad  chapter  to  oui-  Revolutionary  his- 
tory, as  we  shall  see.  Johnstown  had  receive<l  a  beginning; 
there  was  a  fort  on  the  site  of  IJonu',  and  far  beyond  all  was 
distant  and  hmely  Oswego,  a  military  post  all  the  yeai'  round, 
a  trading  post  part  of  the  year.  Such  was  the  province  in  the 
Uiiddle  of  the  eighteenth  cent  my,  and  as  such  it  entered  iido 
the  stirring  times  of  the  I'rench  and  Indian  \\'ar  and  of  the 
lievolutiou,  out  of  which  it  emerged  an  inde])endent  State. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

WAK    AGAINST    CANADA    AND    REVOLT    AT  HOME. 

Epw^in^l^E  romaiii  to  be  coiisiderofi  only  five  inoro  eovernoTs 
-i.  ri:  ;  »  of  New  \<)i-k  as  a  colony,  and  of  these  four  caine  an  1 
trU^  ,i|  went  in  rapi<l  succession,  or  their  terms  were  in1ei'- 
ruj)te<l  by  other  more  conucnial  public  acts,  so  that 
none  of  tliese  made  much  im[»ression  u]m»ii  the  conduct  of  affairs 
in  the  province,  lint,  on  the  (^ther  hand,  through  tVieir  iiiactivity 
or  absence,  two  j>roniinent  colonists  came  to  the  foreiiround  and 
acted  the  ]iart  of  vii;(n()us  and  conscientious  rulei's,  fully  inlewt 
upon  sha])in,u'  the  destiuies  that  were  couimitted  to  their  hands. 
The  naiues  of  these  nuui  ai-e  ali'oaily  familiar  to  us;  one  was 
James  De  Lancey  and  the  other  ( \id\\alla<ler  ('olden. 

Immediately  upon  the  death  of  (loveruor  Osborn,  in  October, 
1753,  l^e  Lancey,  as  regularly  coiu inissione*!  lieutenant-uoveriior 
since  1747  took  into  his  hands  the  adunnist  rat  ion.  riinton's 
futile  dislike  had  kept  the  commission  fritm  him  until  llie  day  of 
Osborn's  inau,i:nrat  ion.  only  two  days  l)efore;  and  tlius  the 
sudden  elevation  A\hicli  the  unlookeil-for  tra.ut'dy  bi-ouL^ht  to  his 
enemy,  must  have  been  anythinii'  but  ])leasant  t<t  Clinton  duriuL!,' 
the  nn)nth  before  his  sailing';  fiu*  l]nuland. 

De  Lamev's  position  was  a  cui-ious  om  :  in  opjiosinu  (^'linton 
he  had  been  the  lead*-!'  of  the  Assembly  in  its  bold  stan<l  against 
royal  prerogative  in  the  matter  of  the  revenues.  Xow,  as  actinu- 
^overnor,  ]\o  lia<l  it  in  express  charp,e  to  make  the  roval  instruc- 
tions on  that  point  elTective.  Tie  nmnaucd  the  situation  with 
tact,  being"  duly  strenuous  in  pressinu  the  kinifs  denmuds  and 
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mildly  tolorant  of  the  Assombly's  legislation  inconsistent  tlioro- 
witli.  While,  also,  the  Assembly  was  more  inclined  to  yield  the 
point  of  time-ji rants,  because  of  its  confidence  in  the  inte^i-ity  of 
(he  man  who  was  to  administer  their  employment,  De  Lancey 
ihus  remained  the  chief  ma.uistrate  for  m'arly  t\v(i  years,  or  nniii 
September,  ITor). 

By  an  order  of  council,  dated  January  29,  1755,  Charles  Hardy, 
I-lsq.,  was  appointed  captain-j:;eneral  and  governor-in-chief  of 
New  York.  Like  his  predecessor,  Clinton,  he  was  a  sailor  of  the 
rank  of  captain  in  the  royal  navy,  an<l,  like  him,  too,  he  had 
previousl}-  been  governor  of  Xewfonndlaiul.  Tie  saile<l  for  New 
^'ork  in  July,  and  arrived  at  his  destination  September  2,  and  the 
first  communication  addressed  to  him  by  his  superiors,  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  bore  the  superscription  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight, 
so  that  he  must  have  been  knighted  by  the  king  before  he  started. 
The  merits  and  abilities  which  brought  about  such  distinctions 
as  a  gubernatorial  ]»ost  and  knighthood  lay.  however,  only  in  the 
lino  of  his  chosen  profession,  and  no  one  appreciated  that  fact 
better  than  the  frank  sailor  himself.  His  appearance  on  the 
scene  did  not  really  make  much  dilTerence  as  to  the  chief  direc- 
tion of  affairs.  ITardy  was  very  glad  to  find  at  his  right  hand  so 
able  a  lieutenant  as  James  T^e  Lancey,  and  he  left  the  burden  of 
government  undisturbed  u])on  his  shoulders. 

Some  of  r>e  Lancey's  enemies  called  in  Ciuestion  his  right  to 
bear  at  one  and  the  same  time  1h<^  two  offices  of  lieutenant- 
governor  and  chief  justice,  and  the  mattei'  was  submitted  to  the 
attorney-general.  But  the  decision  was  m  favoi-  of  De  Lancey's 
continuance  in  both  places,  and  Covernor  ITardy  was  glad  to 
have  it  so.  A\'illiam  Smith  has  made  us  familial-  with  an  in- 
ciilent  which  gives  us  a  charming  view  of  TIardy's  uni)retentious 
nature,  and  illustrates  how  much  he  relished  the  decision  afore- 
said. The  historian  was  present  with  his  father,  the  noted 
counselor  of  the  same  name,  at  a  trial  in  w  hich  the  governor  was 
to  preside  by  virtue  of  his  office.  Tiut  he  remarketl: T  have  been 
justice  of  the  [)eace  in  I-^ngland,  but  kno-s^-  nothing  of  the  law. 
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y\y  knoAvlodgo,  f^ontlomon,  relates  to  the  sen;  tliat  is  iii.v  s]ilicic. 
Jf  you  waut  to  know  lio\v  jhc  wind  and  tide  snir  for  .uoini;  dow  n 
to  Sandy  Hook.  I  can  t(dl  you  t  liat.  I  low  can  a  ca])tain  (d'  a  ship 
I'Cnow  anything-  of  your  dciiiuriTrs  in.  L'n\  ?  ..Vs  soon  ;is  Do 
Lancey  i-anio  in,  he  Tui  ncd  (he  duly  of  jircsidiuL;,'  over  to  him,  ;ind 
blandly  ass('nt(Ml  to  liis  docdsion. 

Cohnnbia  t'ollcuc  woul<l  now  bo  looked  u]ion  as  an  institution 
of  an  interest  mainly  local  to  New  "^'ork  Cily  itself,  \\diato\cr 
it  may  be  more  than  that  to  the  Stato  to-d;iy,  its  be;;iiininL:,-  as 
lvini;'s  College  was  an  occasion  of  i)i'ide  ami  i^ratulation  for  the 
entire  ]»rovince.  Some  of  its  youth  had  L;one  to  New  l']ni;land — 
to  Harvard  or  ^'ale — for  a  university  education;  now  the  (dioicest 
of  theyoun,uer  (dement  could  i-emain  anionj;-  the  more  conj^cinal 
surroundini;s  of  the  home  colony,  ('lasses  had  been  foianed  a 
few  years  previously,  l)ut,  in  the  autumn  of  lT."i3.  matters  had 
}>ro<;ressed  so  fai-  that  a  ju'esident  was  chosen,  Mvv.  Dr.  Sammd 
.T(dinson,  of  the  l^ijjisc-opal  t'lmrch.  Anionp,  the  lari.i-est  i»ri\ate 
donoi's  to  the  coHem'  was  Sir  Chai-les  1  lardy,  and  as  i^ifts  kepi 
flo'win.i;-  in  and  students  Hocked  t(»  tlu'  doors  of  its  iuade(iuate 
classrooms,  there  was  resolved  to  i»ut  u[»  a  suita1.)le  building  on 
ground  donated  by  Trinity  Church,  and  fornnng  jiart  of  its  great 
farm. 

IJefore  rtoveriuu'  Hardy  terminated  his  administration,  h<"  was 
enabled  to  connect  his  mnne  w  iih  the  institution  in  another  way. 
Hi  August,  IToCf.  the  cornei'stone  of  the  tirsi  building  occupied 
by  Columbi;!,  on  tlie  down-town  site,  Avas  laid  amid  impressive 
ceremonies  by  Sii-  ("liarles.  Soon  there  w'er(^  issuing  from  its 
walls  smdi  men  as  -Tohn  day,  ami  Alexander  Hamilton,  and 
(lon\'ei-neur  ^lorris,  training  their  iulidlecdual  life  by  its 
courses  of  study,  luil  re[)udiatiug  thoroughly  the  sjiirit  (d  con- 
servatism, and  ndstaken,  though  <loubth'ss  conscientious,  loyalty 
to  the  crown  ^\  Im'U  came  the  dual  bi-eak  w  ith  Englaml. 

Thus  far  we  have  not  had  occasion  to  mention  the  (bn  elojtnieid 
of  that  extrenu'  corner  of  tlu^  State  designated  Staten  Island. 
Hut,  under  Hardy,  its  i)opulatit)U  had  attained  a  sufiicient  tl-uT'e 
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;(t  wni'iniit  the  cstablishinciit  of  I'cmilar  (■(•iiiiiiuiiicat  imi  with 
Sew  ^'(ll•k  ("ity.  In  1  TTt."  a  terry  was  inaumiratcd.  wiiicli,  liy 
means  of  wind  and  sail,  cdnveyed  ti'av<'lers  t'rnni  .Manhallan  to 
theotiier  island.  It  was  not  a  very  safe  trij)  wlieii  the  weather 
conditions  were  ad\ci'se.  noi"  was  it  then  to  he  acconii>! ished 
nioi-e  than  once  a  day  in  return.  The  jiojiula I  ion  nnnibered 
I  wenty-f  liree  hundred  souls,  .Manluittan  Island  (■ounte(i  rliirieen 
lliousaud  jicrsons  in  IT.K!,  and  Loni;  Isl^ind  had  at  least  tweidy 
thousand.  A  stai;e  route  to  riiiladelphia.  in  1  7. "")(;,  was  auollier 
sii:n  of  the  times.  It  astonished 
the  world  of  its  day  by  the  an- 
iu)uncenu'nt  that  it  proposed  to 
cat  ry  passen.iiers  "  through  in 
three  days  only  "  between  New 
■\"ork  and  the  (>uaker  nty. 

Having  by  his  own  (dioiee 
relei^ated  the  business  of  .i;ov- 
erninent  to  1 'e  Laiu'ey,  Sir 
Charles's  oreu]tation  was  mere- 
ly playinj^-  at  beinii  novernor. 
It  was  a  little  tiresome  for  a 
man  of  active  spirit,  and  more 
than  once  he  reciin-sled  to  be 
r(dieved  an<l  transferred  to  a 
na\al  c(tmmaud.  to  take  ]»ar(  in 
the  stirring  e\'ents  of  tlie  I'l-em  h  and  Indian  \Var  that  was  now 
U|Min  the  country,  llis  desire  was  i^falilied  in  ITT)",  lie  was 
made  rear-adndral  of  the  White,  commandiuL;'  the  expedition 
en^aued  in  the  reduction  (d'  Loiiisburu'  in  1  ToS.  Later  he  rose  to 
t  he  rank  of  vice-admiral,  and  w  hen  he  i-el  ired  from  ac.  i\'e  se;'vic(» 
he  ai;ain  f( d lowed  iu  the  foot ste]is  ( d'  his  predecessor,  ( '1  i n I oa,  in 
beiiiL;-  a])i)oinfed  governor  of  (ii'eenwii  h  Hospital,  in  1771.  Re 
died  in  the  year  17SI),  a.u'ed  se\-enty-ti\'e. 

Hardy's  <h^])arture  placed  the  admiiustrat  ion  in  He  Lancey's 
liamls  auain  in  a  visible  and  avoweil  manner,  on  June  o.  1757. 
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^VitlJo^lt  iiiueli  eluin;j,-e  in  policy,  as  iii(liiat('d  above,  ho  coiiiiniKMl 
thus  to  ruh'  for  more  than  three  years,  an  acute  attad^  of 
asthma  su(hleuly  terminating;-  liis  brilliant  career,  at  the  early 
ai;o  of  tifty-seveu  yeai's,  on  August  4.  1T(!0.  Then  eame  ilie  riiicf 
direction  of  alfairs  at  length  into  IIk- hands  of  his  i-i\al,  ('a<l- 
walhnlei'  Cohlen.  He  liad  boon  in  the  connril  neai'ly  forty  years, 
and,  as  the  oldest  member,  Avas  its  ])i'esident  now.  xVs  such  he 
succeeded  De  Lancey  as  actin_i;-governor. 

Just  a  year  latei-,  on  Au£;ust  S,  ITOl,  his  position  was  im])ro\ed 
by  beini;-  made  lieutenant-jiOA'erm»r,  the  olhce  which  Clinton  so 
greatly  desired  to  confer  upon  him.  Kvi<lently  the  government 
of  England  A\'as  not  in  a  hurry  to  a])]>()int  a  successor  to  Hardy; 
but  now  one  soon  followed,  and  Cohlen  ruled  as  lieutenant- 
governor,  in  the  present  instance,  for  only  two  months.  He  was 
to  take  up  the  mantle  of  dying  or  otherwise  departing  governors 
many  a  time  thereafter.  Even  now  he  had  attained  the  con- 
ifidei-able  age  of  seventy-three  years — rather  late  to  begin  the 
most  active  })ortion  of  his  career,  and  to  })ursue  it  for  fifteen 
years  longer. 

Precisely  throughout  the  period  wo  have  been  discussing,  from 
1755,  when  Sir  Charles  Hardy  came,  ti>  lini,  when  Cohlen  first 
became  lieutenant-governor,  the  colonies  were  going  thi'oiigh 
the  fannjus  struggle  Icnow  n  as  the  "  I'rench  and  liulian  Waj'." 
Tt  was  abnost  coterminous  with  the  Seven  Years'  War  "  in 
Europe,  beginning  and  ending  a  little  earlier,  but  invidving  tin' 
same  national  interests  as  between  France  and  England.  Th(^ 
war  has  two  notable  incidents  thai  may  be  reganh'd  as  marking- 
its  beginning  and  its  end:  the  defeat  of  Braddock.  in  1755.  and 
the  surrender  (if  ^Moiitreal  and  all  Canada  in  1700.  Between 
these  two  outjiosts  all  the  e\ents  range  themstdves. 

And  many  of  the  nnist  important  have  nuide  the  soil  of  New 
York  historic,  for,  both  actively  and  passively,  this  pri>\"im'e 
)day(Ml  a  jtrominent  part  in  the  proceiMlings.  In  the  fii-st  ]>!ace 
it  was  the  main  base  of  sn])plies  for  all  the  armies.  ki<'Ulenant- 
Governor  De  Lancey  urged  uj»on  the  I^>ritisli  governnu_'nt  tin' 
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advantnj^cs  of  New  Yoi-Ic  City  for  i)lautijig  there  "  a  genei'al 
luai^aziiie  of  arms  and  iiiilitary  stores.''  The  su ingestion  was  so 
obviously  va]iiaf)le  Ihiit  I  lie  iiunistry  soon  made  arrani;'emrnts 
that  the  stores  an<l  supplies  "  to  he  sent  to  North  America  (except 
.su(di  as  are  ordered  for  ]»articulai'  ser\"ices)  shouhl  lie  hMl^ed  in  a 
sloi-e-house  at  New  York,  under  the  care  of  a  Srorekeejier  to  be 
appointed  by  His  ^Majesty  for  that  ]>uri)ose,  subject  to  the  Con- 
troul  an<l  direction  of  the  person  who  shall  be  a}>poinied  to  the 
command  of  ITis  ^laj"'-^'^  forces  there,  and  of  the  (lov''  or  Com- 
inaiidei--in-Chief  of  New  York."  Here,  too,  "were  the  In'ad- 
(juai-ters  of  the  various  commanding;'  generals  during  the  course 
of  the  war. 

New  York  as  a  ])rovince  was  the  base  for  most  of  the  cam- 
l)aig'us,  and,  of  coni'se,  for  that  supreme  <jbject  so  often  con- 
templated and  attempted  before — the  reduction  of  Canada.  l']ven 
Braddock's  camjiaign  vras  to  be  a  prelimijiary  movement,  to  be 
seconded  from  Niagara;  and  all  the  way  from  that  extreme  west- 
ern boundary,  along  the  shores  of  Ontario  and  the  banks  of  tlie 
vSt.  La\\rence,  and  down  the  western  shores  of  Chamjdain  and 
(Jeorge  and  their  tributaries,  to  Ihe  northern  Hudson  itself,  con- 
stant battles  raged,  and  foe  and  friend  altei'uately  crossed  into 
each  other's  territories,  carrying  <leath  and  dt'sti-uct ion.  All  this 
long  and  sinuous  frontier  was  turned  into  a  vast  and  fatal 
"  firing-line." 

The  war  was  also  an  immense  drain  on  its  men  and  treasui'e. 
With  a  ]io])ulation  ^^■hich  scarcely  numbered  eighty-five  thou- 
sand AN'hites,  it  maintnine(l  in  the  field  neai'ly  three  thousand 
men.  Hi  1700  the  Assembly  voted  ii.j.OOO,  and  £S,()UO  in  a(hli!ion 
for  enlisting  men  in  Connecticut.  A  ^"ote  for  i-lO.OOO  follo^\■ed 
these  grants,  and  again,  in  lT.~>fl,  £100,000  in  paper  nioiu^y  \\as 
added.  All  this  had  to  b(>  redeemed,  and  entailed  much  sai-rilice 
on  the  people  of  the  colony  for  many  a  year  to  come. 

One  pictures(iue  feature  of  the  Nvar  was  the  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  home  government  to  effect  or  foi'ce  some  kind  of 
concerted  action  on  the  colonies.    Of  tlieir  own  accord  they  dul 
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iidt  take  kindly  to  siicli  action.  Tiioy  wcro  lilco  a  nqtc  of  ■^aiid. 
Franklin's  plan  of  union  of  17ri4  was  intcinlcd  to  i-cnicdy  liiis 
evil.  I>ut,  as  wc  saw,  it  ni(M  witii  faNor  ncitlicr  al  lionir  lan- 
abroad.  The  I'.i-itisli  iiunistry  then  ]ad|M)scd  to  lia\<'  conccri  at 
least  in  niiliiaiy  oiMTatioiis,  and  llins  >\c  roinc  upon  tlic  i;ro- 
tes(jne  li^uro  of  the  ICail  of  Loiidouti,  IxmH^Iii  in  ^old  hire,  and 
tasscds,  and  ulunics,  coiuniandcr-in-idrK'f  of  all  the  armies 
tLri)Ui;liout  tlie  Aniciaran  ]»i'o\  iiu-es  under  l']n,uiisli  mile. 

His  coniniission  est al)l isli'-d  a  niiliiary  power  <'ntir(dy  inde- 
pendent of  and  superioi-  to  the  i;(i\'ernors.  It  was  a  spleiidid 
eminence  to  occupy,  hut  tlu'  luiiusti'v  must  lia\e  taken  pairis  to 
select  tlie  ni;in  h'asi  fitted  to  fill  il.  Bancroft  disposes  of  Ids 
qualitication.s  with  one  sent(^nce.  sayinu  thai  lie  was  "  utt»'rly 
wantiiej,'  in  (he  (jualities  of  a  military  oflicer,  oi-  of  a  statesman, 
or  (»f  a  man  In  any  sort  of  busiiK  ss."  This  Ixdni;-  trin\  his  a]ij)oint- 
ment  was  a  soi-t  of  e/*r/7/  hoii/fc  ix'i'formance,  i-educini;-  to  serious 
Iiistoi-y  the  deiiiihii'ul  nonsense  of  a  •"  I'inafore."'  And  we  need 
uot  Momler  that  Lomloun's  course  in  the  cidonies  ^\■as  an  ince«- 
:>ant  exhibition  of  the  most  coiis[)icuous  incompetence.  coui>led 
with  the  most  intolerant  insolence  and  insult.  lie  went  forth 
fi'oni  America  in  a  burst  of  failure. 

Out  of  the  temjiorary  vision  of  sucdi  concentration  of  military 
power  ij,i'e\\'  the  n(d  unnatural  thoui;ht  of  associatiuL:  royalty 
with  il.  And  it  is  interestinu  in  jiassinu  to  note  that  there  A\as 
a  proposit i((!i  in  tin'  minds  of  some  to  ]dace  l)uke  ^\'illiam  of 
Cumberland,  one  of  the  i»i'inces  of  the  blood,  upon  an  American 
thi-one,  and  ;j,i\'e  the  muted  coloides,  con\('rte(l  into  a  western 
empii'e,  the  r.ritish  constitution,  remoihded  .ind  impro\ed. 

At  the  beuiuinnu  of  the  h^remdi  and  Indian  War,  nnlitai'y 
operations  were  planned  to  include  four  expeditions.  It  was 
bef«n-e  the  Loudoun  e[)isode,  and  Ma  j(U-<  lenei'al  I]d\\ard  r>iad- 
dock  was  sent  out  to  be  commander-iu-i  hi<'f,  on  a  souie\\"hat  less 
bombastic  ])lan.  Tie  summone(l  a  coid'erence  of  ^o\'ernors  at 
Alexandria,  A'a.,  at  ^\  lli(  h  he  T.anc'y  pi-esided,  and  lu'r"  it 
was  determined  that  the  jxiwer  of  I'ram-e  should  be  assailed  at 
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four  vital  poiiits — X(»\a  Scotia,  the  ()liio  \'allcy,  Xiai;aT-a,  ami 
|,ak<'  Cliaiiiplaiii.    It  is  s^'oii  ai  (Mice  that  two  of  these  iiiNohcd 

operations    witflill    the   ])ro\ilire   of    Xew    \'ofk.    while   tiie  |ios- 

scssidii  of  the  Ohio  N'alley  wotihl  only  t'acilitale  (he  attack  on 
Nia;^ara. 

^\'e  know  to  what  sad  eiidinu  the  exjiedition  lo  the  <Hiio 
^vas  (loomed.  It  iniuhl  have  been  dilTerent  \\ith  a  diUVvf-nt  com- 
inan<ler.  Ilancroft  does  not  delineate  a  i)leasiiin  (  hai-acter:  "  A 
mail  in  fortunes  desiderate,  in 
inanncis  brutal,  in  leiniier  des- 
potic; obstinate  and  tntrepid." 
lie  knew  far  better  tli.in  \\';isli- 
in.j;ton  how  to  liuhl  the  Indi;!ns. 
Olid  ln'  fell  a  sacrilice  to  his  ol;sti- 
iiaey  on  the  banks  of  the  Monon- 
,i;aliola,  with  eighty  otticers  dead 
ai'ouiid  him.  aiid  Washington 
alone  carrying  fame  from  lliat 
dreadful  field.  Thus  ended  the 
0th  of  July,  170."),  for  our  ui-eat 
chief;  another  notalde  July  0  in 
liis  life  IxMiiLi,  wIm'U  just  twenty- 
one  years  later  Ik^  causcMl  the 
Declaration  of  1  ndei)endeiice  to  be 
read  to  his  armv.  assembled  in    la  la  yeatu  Qu.M>m ii  ton,  kixg 

OF  THE  MAQCAS. 

the  present  City  Hall   Park,  in 

Xew  York-  T'ity;  he  seated  Uj^on  his  horse,  at  the  head  of  the 
ti'oops  collected  about  him  in  a  Indlow  square.  There  was  mu(  li 
TO  connect  the  two  days  together  in  a  sort  of  logical  sefiueuce 
woven  by  history. 

X^'ow  York  did  not  remain  without  some  relation  e\('n  to  the 
ex'lteditiou  whii  h  committed  the  sad  outrage  at  (irand  I'r(',  im- 
mortalized by  LouL^rellow  in  '■  r]\ani:(diiie."  The  ]>eo])le  renioxcd 
from  Acadia  or  X(*va  Scotia  were  brought  in  lar^c  numbers  to 
this  ]iro\ince,  and  distribut<'d  amonu  some  of  the  counties  to  be 
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fed  ami  sup[»oi'(('(l.  ''IMii-cc  liiindi'fd  and  fifty  <>(  tlu'sc  imfoi-- 
tuuatcs  ai'ri\'c(l  at  Xcw  Yoi'lc  Ciiy  in  .May,  ITrid.  and  tli<'  couiiiics 
in  llio  vicinity  soon  swanuctl  widi  tlirni.  'J'lic  magistrates  of  ilic 
towns  became  responsible  for  tlieir  sustenance,  ami  it  is  pb'asani 
ut  record  tliat  tlie  {>eo|>le  in  general  (  heei-fuliy  bore  Die  burden, 
feeding,  cdothing,  and  housing  tlioii  until  provisions  for  ilieir 
self-supjiort  conid  be  carried  into  (dfect. 

It  \\'as  natural  that  an  earnest  strnggU'  should  mark  this  Avar 
for  the  p(»ssession  of  Crown  I'oint,  and  all  the  northern  region 
of  New  York  province  w  hich  it  conimanded.  J I  had  stood  an 
oncroachmont  and  a  menace  far  within  the  territ<»ry  of  the  colony 
for  more  than  thirty-four  years.  It  ought  never  have  been 
permitted  lo  exist  at  all:  to  leave  it  there  now  unmolested 
Avould  be  a  blunder  indeed.  Yet  it  an  as  not  easily  overcome.  Thv 
French  made  supreme  ofiorts  to  retain  their  hold. 

The  expedition  against  it  planned  in  ITTtr*  was  placed  under 
the  Command  of  Colomd  ^N'illiam  dohnson.  lie  easily  enlisted  a 
troop  of  Itidians  numliering  two  hundr<'d  men,  led  by  Chief  Ilen- 
drick,  now  graydiaired,  but  with  natural  force  unabated.  John- 
son's army  consisted  of  about  thirtyd'our  hundred  men,  including 
the  Indians,  the  whites  being  maiidy  Aoltmteer  militia  from 
Connecticut  and  Massa(diuset ts.  The  rendezvous,  as  usual,  was 
Albany.  In  Augtisl  an  advance  party  under  the  New  England 
Major-General  I'hineas  Lym;iu  lunl  gone  n\)  the  river,  and  btiilr 
Fort  Jvlwai'd  at  the  jdace  on  tin'  Hudson  still  thus  designated. 
With  this  fortification  in  his  ri-ar  .Johnson  marched  on  to  Lake 
George,  which  received  this  name  from  him  at  this  time,  it 
haA'ing  till  now  borne  the  Frem  h  one  ol'  Saint  Sacrament. 

The  governor  of  ('aimda  sent  T5aron  Pieskau,  w  itli  seven  hun 
dred  regulars  ami  sixteen  hundre(l  ('anadian  militia,  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  threatened  point.  There  were,  in  addition,  four 
hundred  Canadian  Indians  and  three  hundred  of  the  Iro(iuois  Six 
^Cations.  These  seenunl  t(^  be  on  the  wrong  side;  but  they  had 
emigrated  to  Camola,  and  were  perha]»s  forceil  into  this  servic(\ 
The  old  alliance,  hoW(/ver.  held  sway,  and  they  did  nn)re  harm 
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tliiUi  <j^o(h]  to  tlic  I'^roncli.  In  t\iv  lirst  place  llicv  played  lliciii 
false  as  iiui<l<'s,  and  w  lieii  Dieskaii  siii)posed  he  was  neai'  ("rowii 
I'uiiit,  he  wasMli-eady  wifhiii  a  short  iiiarch  nl'  I  he  l•]ll^lish  [xisi- 
lion.  This  was  only  an  ojteii  cam])  on  the  veT-y  haidv  of  Lake 
(ieor^e.  which  .IoIdisdii  liad  taken  i^reat  ]iains  to  constiiict, 
omitting,  Iiowt^'OT',  to  fortify  it,  except  hy  the  defenses  lliat 
nntnre  provided  in  the  way  of  lake  and  forest. 

]\vie  came  the  news  of  the  approach  (»f  the  enemy,  on  the 
evening  of  So]jtember  7,  IToo,  ami  the  next  day  a  force  of  a 
thousand  men,  with  two  hundred  Indians  under  lleiidrick,  were 
sent  to  intercept  their  marcdi  on  I-^ort  Kdwai-d.  .\n  amimscade 
was  formed  to  receive  them,  and  at  the  first  attack'  llendii(dc 
fell  dead  from  his  horse.  Though  repulse(l  they  marched  in  an 
orderly  manner  back  to  the  camj).  Dieskan  wislied  to  reach  the 
latter  in  thei)nrsi]ir  of  the  retreating  Americans  at  the  same  time 
with  these,  so  that  the  confusion  of  their  rettirn  might  aid  him 
to  defeiit  the  remainder  of  the  ai-my.  Bnt  now  tiie  lro(inois  allies 
played  him  another  tricdc.  They  refnse<l  to  fight  the  Knglisli 
no.der  Johnson,  and  stood  aloof,  their  example  being  followed 
by  all  the  other  Indians. 

Even  yet  the  situation  in  the  camp,  without  intreucliment,  was 
a  critical  one.  A  few  trees  were  lev(ded,  and  caumm  planted 
behind  them  and  the  sup]»ly  wagons.  The  New  England  r.)en 
by  their  superior  niarksmanshi]*  ("lid  fearful  execution  among  the 
French,  and  ]tr(d>ably  by  this  alone  gained  the  (hiy.  I'or  live 
hours  the  battle  ^^■as  kept  up,  almost  every  one  of  the  I'^reia  h 
regulars  being  shot  down,  and  Dieskan  himsidf  wounded  in 
four  places.  Tlu^  action  was  directed  by  Lyman,  second  in  com- 
mand, as  .T(dinson  retired  from  the  fudd  (nuly,  by  retison  <<(  a 
slight  woiiikL    l^ieslcau  was  made  pi-isonei"  and  his  men  lied. 

General  Lyman  urged  ])ursiiit  of  the  enemy,  but  -lohns-m  (diose 
to  follow  more  cai!ti(!us  tactics.  lie  kejtt  th(-  men  in  the  cam]> 
und(>r  arms,  all  that  day  and  night,  and  even  refused  to  follow 
the  advice  of  a  council  (»f  his  own  officers  to  advance  and  drive 
the  I'reucli  entircdy  from  the  country.    lie  seemed  tt)  think  they 
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were  too  sti-oii^ly  innciu  licd,  and  his  own  foi-rcs  were  t<»(i 
inea<i('r.  Tliiis  it  w  assdoii  I>;ii<»\vii  llial  'ricoiulcmua  w  as  nccuitird 
ami  CorfiliiMl  liNthc  I'lcinh,  a  jxisition  in  ad  \  am-c  <'\<'i!  ol' ( 'i-dwii 
point.  Still  .loliiisoii  iciiiaiiicd  iaact  isc,  cxccjit  in  so  I'ai-  as  luiild- 
inL;-  I'ort  William  llciiiy.  at  tlio  soiiilicni  cxticiiiily  of  Lake 
( U'ori;(.',  iicar  liic  caiup  he  had  coiisti-ucttMl  thci-o.  Xcvcrt  li'dcss 
tlio  victoiy  he  had  L;aiiic(l  oxci'  ])ics!wiii  \\"as  highly  a]i]>laiid<Ml 
a.iid  siilislaiit  ially  rcw  aidod  by  I  ho  aiil  Imritics  at  home  1  jo  was 
iiKKh'  a  baidiiot,  iccoivod  a  i^ift  of  f.j,()00,  and  was  raised  to  the 
rank  of  i^cncial. 

In  tlio  coloiiios,  ho\^•(•^■ol•,  many  wore  dis^ustoil  witii  Iiis  con- 
(]nrt,  and  (  laimod  that  I  ho  credit  of  tlio  victory  ^\■as  really  due 
to  (ieneral  Lyman.  lOw-n  lau-i-  liistorians  speak  stroii'.:ly  on  the 
snhject,  Lossi/|^  !»einu  s])ecially  severe.  He  states  tha'  Johason 
made  no  mention  of  Lyman  in  tlie  rejtort  of  the  batth\  and 
chanucd  the  name  of  l^)it  Lyman  to  I'oi-t  Edward.  Of  the 
rewards  -lohnson  recei\-ed  he  says:  "  They  ■\^'<'re  nnA\"orthily  bo- 
stoMcd  n]»on  an  a\"aricions  and  immoral  man  and  an  nnskillfn! 
jienoraL  A\'hi]e  a  noble,  ]>ure,  and  brave  ofticer  was  sniTered  to 
unnoticed  either  by  liis  commander  or  his  Icin^.""  It  was  such 
things  wliich  made  emotions  i-anl;le  in  tlu^  breast  of  the  colonists 
that  Itoded  ill  for  aHeuiance  in  tlie  fntur<'. 

The  expedition  auainst  Niagara  was  made"  al>oi'tive  by  the 
disaster  on  t  he  .Mononua  hela.  It  Avas  ]>laced  under  t  ho  command 
(tf  (iovernor  Shirley,  of  Massachusetts.  Xiauara  was  garrisoned 
by  only  thii  ty  men.  and  the  fort  not  una  li  more  than  an  oi'dinaiy 
house  in  L;real  need  of  repair.  T'.ut  it  was  not  much  use  luddini;' 
this  distant  outjxist.  with  the  other  foi'ts  of  the  chain  in  h^remdi 
hands.  On  Auuiist  21.  Shirley  had  ;L;ot  as  far  as  Osweuo,  and 
lie  did  not  ue!  any  farther,  lie  im]iro\'ed  tne  time  in  bnildinu  a 
new  fort  there,  and  when  he  returned  to  the  settleim'Uls  in 
October'  he  left  a  uarriso'i  of  seven  hundi-ed  men  niah'r  t'ohaiel 
fiercer.  The  new  foi  l  was  called  I^irl  <)ntario,  and  stood  on  tin' 
east  sid<'  of  the  ri\"<'r.  while  the  old  one  built  by  Oov<'iaior  I?nrnet 
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was  oil  tin'  west  side.  Tims  ciiilcil  the  ruiiiiuiiun  of  tlu^  iiii'iiH»r- 
;iltl<' yi';U'  IT.')."  ;  when  \\  iii(f'r  rauic  iill  the  i)Cii\  iin-i;il  avini'-s  liad 
liccii  (lisl»aii(l<'<  1. 

'I'lic  next  fXi'iit  <>(  iuijiMi-raiK-c  \\'a<  the  cai'Mii'i'  of  till-  torts  at 
'»s\\<'L!(),  ill  l~~>'>.  'I'll''  i  cli-Iirai!  il  .MaiMiiis  di-  .Moiitraha  had  sue- 
rci-di'd  r.ai'i'ii  ])ii-.sl;;Mi  as  coiiMiiaiidi-f  nf  the  I-^i-i-ntdi  foi-rc.-.  in 
Canada.  Cnllcfi  ini^  an  ai-ni\'  id  ti\f  thousand  I'l-cm  hiai-n,  ('aii- 
adiaiis,  and  Indians  at  I'oi-t  I'l-oulciiai;  (now  Kingston,  <"an.), 
wlicM'  thi'  St.  Lawi-i-iu-i'  issni'S 
from  l.aki'  (tniai-jo.  In-  i-r()<<cd 
till'  lal-ci'  and  a]ii>i-ai-<'d  bi/forc 
I'oi't  Ontario  on  AiiLim^t  11. 
IT."))').  (/olonid  .Mi-rci-r  and  his 
seven  liundred  men  niiide  a 
l.rave  defense  nuainsr  The  o\-er- 
\\diidmin2'  forre.  Iji'  retired 
from  the  oni-  fort  to  tin-  other 
in  L;T)i)d  order,  but  ho  was  l^ilh.-d 
dnrin2'  the  i-annonade  auainst 
the  latter,  and  on  An-nst  14 
the  fj;  a  r  r  i  s  o  n  snri-endered. 
-Montcalm  demolished  the  foi-ts, 
leaving  the  roimtr.v  o]ien  to 
subseqiient  inriirsions.  and  re- 
tired to  C'anada. 

The  forts  at  Oswego  hai] 
been  enabled  to  make  so  sturdy 
a  di'feiise  because  they  had  bi-en  abundantly  provisinnod  only 
shoialy  liefore  by  (^'oloiiel  ^^'illialll  Jiradstn-i-r.  a  rolonial  ofVicor. 
who  pem-trated  the  ^\•illlel•nl•ss  udth  only  two  hundi-i-d  mon.  and 
carriei]  suiiiilies  of  every  kind.  enoiii;h  to  ki-ep  ti\  e  thousand  meu 
for  six  months.  He  had  done  si^^nal  servin-  since  in  the  o]iera- 
t ions  in  tlnM-icinity  of  Lake  (b'oT-i:e,  \vhicli  wo  shall  nar'.-ate  later. 
Ill  17.")'*^.  ]u-omoted  now  to  tho  rank  of  ^eiii-ral.  In-  led  :n  armv 
to  Oswcl;-!).  with  the  ]inr]iose  of  aveiiuiiiL;  its  loss,    (')n  the  \c;iv 
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he  st()i)po<l  at  Fort  I loi-ldmcr,  was  then  iiuilor  the  fom- 

maiitl  iff  Colonel  Ciiai'ics  (  'liiitoii.  the  farhcr  of  <  o-nci-als  Gcoigo 
and  Jaii!<-s  T'linton.  of  i;<-\-iiliitiMnary  fanio.  tlio  foi-ni'a-  tlio  first 
govoruoi-  i>f  the  Stato^  uinl  tho  latter  ilie  father  of  Crovernor  De 
Witt  Ciinioii.  Aiimn;::  tIk^  ranks  of  his  Htth'  ai-iny  also  serveil 
Ilorathi  Ciat<-s,  a  ea[)tain  at  this  tiiiie,  ami  Xaihaniel  Wuoilhull. 
now  major.  later  a  ;L;enei-al  of  Lr.im-  Islaii'l  militia,  jiresideut  at 
least  t^^'R-e  of  the  Provincial  < 'on;^ress  of  New  York,  and  remem- 
bered especially  for  th'-  erne]  treatmeiit  he  received  and  subse- 
quent death  after  the  battle  of  Lonu'  Island. 

At  J-"ort  StanT\-ix,  the  ireneral  of  that  name  v.-ho  had  built  the 
fort,  placed  twenty-seven  hundred  men  under  Bradstreet's  com- 
mand, all  colonists,  and  James  and  Oeorue  Clinton  were  among" 
the  ofiicers  of  the  New  York  continiicnt.  At  Oswego  were  found 
only  the  charred  remains  of  the  forts,  and  a  woodeii  cross  set  up 
as  a  memorial  of  the  triumph  of  the  I'remdi.  rrossing  the  lake 
in  open  boats.  Ib-olsn-epr  landed  his  little  army  one  mile  from 
Fort  Frontenac  on  August  25.  IToS.  The  movement  was  a  com- 
plete surpi'ise  to  the  enemy,  so  that  ^^d^ile  well  supplied  with 
cannon  and  mortai-s,  the  French  made  Imt  a  feeble  resistance. 
On  August  27,  a  date  to  be  made  still  more  famous  on  l.ong 
Island  eighteen  years  later,  the  remnant  of  the  garrison  sur- 
rendered, thi-  oiliers  having  fled.  It  was  a  ^'aluable  capture,  as 
here  had  been  collected  a  great  quantity  uf  military  stores  for 
Fort  Diiquesne  and  the  other  forts  along  ilie  interior  chain  of 
French  f(jrtifications.  There  were  also  nine  armed  vessels,  each 
carrying  from  eiglit  to  eighteen  guns.  T\\n  of  these  ships  were 
left  at  Oswego,  while  P.railstreet  and  his  army  returned  to  Lake 
George  to  join  in  operations  there. 

Still  keeping  our  attention  fixed  upon  the  western  parts  of  the 
State,  we  notice  the  logical  outconn-  of  this  capture  of  Fort  Fron- 
tenac  to  be  the  taking  of  l-'ort  Niagara.  This  took  place  the  Tiext 
year,  IToO.  The  days  of  the  incompetents  had  now  passed,  ami 
Generals  Wolfe  and  Amherst  Avere  in  tlie  land.  The  expedition 
against  Fort  Niagara  was  given  in  charge  of  General  Prideaux. 
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with  Goneral  Sir  AVilliani  J(»linson  his  second  in  connnand.  The 
post  at  Oswegd  coiihl  now  he  niadc  ai;ain  a  base  of  su]>i)li('s,  w  ith 
I'oi't  I'ruiitenar'no  hinder  t  hrcatciiinu'  it  from  ih*'  n(.)rth.  llcic 
tlic  forces  were  i;athor(Ml  t<>i;(4h(*r,  and  the  niovcniout  ai;aiiist 
I'ort  Niagara  oruauizf-d. 

The  army  huidcl  uoar  tho  fort  on  Jnly  l.".  ;ind  imni<M]i;ucly 
o]>oiied  a  caiinoiKKlc  upon  it,  dnrini;  wliicli  o?io  of  thc  .uniis  burst. 
Killing  General  I'rideaux.  Johnson  ^\•as  now  in  conimand.  ami 
he  ])ressed  th<'  siege  with  vigor.  On  July  2-1  a  force  of  fifteen 
liumh-ed  French  regulars,  ai(h  il  by  Indian  allies,  attemjited  to 
reli<'ve  the  besieged,  but  Johnson  g\-ne  them  Ijattle  and  routed 
them  effectually.  The  fort  crmld  not  hold  out  after  this  failure 
to  relieve  it,  and  on  July  2."')  the  snri-endei'  was  made.  It  was 
again  a  fortunateaehi(^vement.aiid  Johnson  made  himself  worthy 
of  his  baronetcy  now,  if  not  at  Lake  George.  Another  link  in  the 
(diain  of  French  forts  was  broken.  IN'rha])s  with  sonie  e\agg(M-a- 
tinn  natural  to  f>ne  wriiini:'  of  the  deeds  of  a  near  connection, 
James  De  Lancey  wrote  to  the  home  government :  "  His  ^Majesty 
is  now  in  possession  of  the  most  impoi-tant  ]>ass  in  all  the  Indian 
countries." 

Tlie  country  above  .Vlbany  was  yet  to  suffer  for  some  years 
after  the  victory  at  Lake  George,  from  the  inr)numental  in- 
capacity of  which  English  generals  have  so  ofren  been  splendid 
illustrations.  There  were  a  pair  of  incompetents  under  Loudoun 
by  the  names  of  Webb  and  .\bercrombie.  It  was  due  to  the  first 
that  our  annals  record  the  sad  calamity  of  Foi-t  Y\'iHiam  Henry, 
which  also  thrills  us  in  T'ooper's  best  L(^athersto(dcing  Tale.  The 
next  year  after  his  exploit  at  Oswego,  Montcalm  was  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  with  his  eye  still  fui-tlier  inward,  having  the  design  to 
take  Fort  ^A'illiam  Henry  and  Foi-f  Ivlwai-d.  and  so  open  a  (  lear 
path  to  Albany.  He  sent  out  scouting  parties,  and  Marin,  the 
devastator  i>f  Saratoga  in  an  earlier  war,  gatheied  scalps  with 
his  Indians  almost  within  gunshot  of  the  A\alls  of  Fort  hMward. 

With  an  army  of  eight  thousand  soldiei-s  from  France  and 
<'anada  and  two  thousand  Indians,  he  aiiproached  I'ort  William 
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llciii-y  ill  July.  ]  7.~7.  LiiMircn;iiit-(  "i.Idni'l  Mnnro  was  srati-ijicd 
here  wirli  only  linii-  1iiiih1i-<-i1  ami  rnrty-nim-  iim'U.  tin' 
Hues.  <'iicaiii]MMl  on  rhc  site  of  tli''  laicr  I'ort  (Icorm-.  wm-c  sc\cn- 
toi'ii  liUii'lriMl  iiiovi'.  Monlcaliii  ycry  soon  cnl  off  roniinnnicai ion 
Avitli  ImiI'I  IMwavd.  (icncral  W'l-liU.  ojic  .if  Lonilonn's  Tumi  i  cna  n  i  s 
ami  worthy  of  him,  A\'as  stationi-il  ar  Fort  IMward  with  an  army 
of  fonr  I  lionsa  ml  men.  to  which  (jciicral  Johnson  bronuht  a  con- 
sidcralili-  aihliiion  uf  ]i!-o\inrials.  The  ]»rcc(Mlin;L:'  y^-ar.  luninu 
bet'ii  a(l\"is(-il  hy  the  indcfat i.uahlc  IlrailsirccT  Thar  ^rontcalm  ^vas 
about  To  make  a  Ji'scciiT  on  Os'\\-(yiL;().  ("icncral  marched  up 

tlio  ^tfolia ■»']•;  To  head  him  ofT.  I>iiT  ]\o  Took  so  lonu  a  tinio  Je- 
fomlinci'  himself  on  the  way  auaiiisT  imaginary  foes,  iliat  ]ie  hail 
iioT  .u<'T  as  far  as  I'ort  STan\\'ix.  or-  IJome.  when  the  news  of  MonT- 
oalm's  success  reached  liim.  He  Then  hastened  l)ack  \\-iTh  tine 
precipitation  to  <  lei  nian  I'laTs  and  I^ua  Ilerldnu-r,  until  he  fouml 
that  ^Iontc;ili;.  uas  noT  after  iiini,  wlu-n  lie  ]t]-()ceod(Ml  back  to 
Albany  more  leisurely. 

In  The  })r(^s(nt  campai.un  he  acted  with  eqtial  promptness  and 
.■■.)urai;e.  Sir  William  Johnson,  wirliout  making  much  of  a  s^cp 
on  his  arrival,  ^\'as  ]>reparinu  To  l^o  on  fnrTlier  beyond  I'ort 
Edward  and  fall  ujion  the  enemy.  (Jem-'^'al  Webb  ortb-red  jiim 
to  cease  ad\aiicinL;  and  join  his  own  inactive  four  thousaml.  This 
was  unendurable  to  tin-  eneri;<Mic  coloidsts.  whose  In.mes  were 
threatenei]  by  the  success  of  rlie  Fremdi.  'I'he  militia  demar.ded 
to  be  led  To  Tlie  feli'-f  of  The  impi-riled  handful  aT  William  ITenrv. 
Webb  Then  jtromised  To  let  as  many  ud  as  would  volunteer:  bTiT 
•\\dien  he  found  th;U  e\-ery  ]irovi]icial  siddier  to  a  man  \'<Mnn- 
teered,  h"  basely  brolce  his  Vtiud.  and  reiaine(l  ihem  in  llie  camp. 
He  sent  also  a  muc  in  Monro,  advisini;-  him  to  surrender.  'Idds 
f(dl  into  Miiiucalm's  hands,  who  was  oidy  too  i^lad  to  forward  it 
to  its  destination. 

The  i)rave  ]\I(Uiro  wouhl  lau  IkhmI  The  ]ioltroon"s  advice,  and 
fotiiilit  for  t\vo  da^s  lon^-er  auainst  the  fearful  odds.  Then  the 
few  cannon  In-  had  burst  from  the  to(;  rajiid  and  fre(|uent 
discdiarucs,  ami  his  ammutiitiou  M'as  also  nearly  ^'one.  and  on 
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August  !>,  ITT)!,  lie  cniiit  iil;ilc(l.  lie  was  iH-rinittc*]  lo  march  out 
, villi  the  Illinois  of  war,  and  .Monlfaini  had  scriircil  what  h<.' 
(hi.iiLilit  were  in\ioial»h'  plcilucs  li'oiii  thi'  Indians  to  (d. serve  the 
.ddiuations  (d'  iiizeil  ANartare.  it  was  a!!  in  \ain.  'riie  iiexl 
da\'  I  lie  saN'a^es  W-W  n|ion  the  hidpless  l]nuli>h.  h't-eiiidi  oHici'rs 
defeiided  t  lieni  at  the  1-islc  of  their  own  li\-es,  Init  not  more  ti'an 
ene  thousand  of  ^lonro's  t\vent\-lwo  liiindred  reaidied  I'ort 
IMward.  .Montcalm  (h'srro,ve(|  l^irt  William  Henry,  and  Webb 
was  lud  lik(dv  to  make  a  stiUid 
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at  I'ort  Edwaril.  It  was  hi^h 
linie  that  the  I'ei^n  of  incem- 
|teteiu-y  shotild  cease,  or  the 
colonies  A\'ou](l  soon  be  I'rench 
jxissessions. 

It  ceased  ^\hen  William  I'itt 
became  prime  minister.  With 
him  came  to  .Vnierica  (Jenerads 
dames  Wolfe  and  Sir  deffiey 
Amherst,  Mho  1o(d;  Louisburi:- 
in  1  ToS.  IJut  lower  down  the 
«  oast  there  was  still  ( leiieral 
Abefciombie.  He  was  made 
com manderdn-chief  of  an  armv 
of  se\-eii  thousand  rei.;ulars  and 
ten  t  housaml  )(ro\  iii(  ials;  i  his 
lead<'rshii)  bein^-  seconded  [>y 
I.oid  Howe,  a  yoiinii  man  of 
!iii<'  parts,  who  was  th<'  idol  of  th<^  army  and  c(»nld  depen<l  upon 
ltein,u-  followed  by  the  troops  in  any  enterprise.  This  -it-al  armv 
i-'MHlezvoiised  at  Albany,  as  usual,  and  i  hem  e,  by  the  wa,\  of  i'ort 
Kdwardand  La ke  ( leor-c,  maivhed  northw  ard  to  accomplish  the 
ivducti(.n  of  'ri<'ondero-a.  It  t(.<d<  some  time  to  c(dlec!  so  laiue 
f'.rce.  aud  the  little  (dty  of  .\lbanv  and  the  .-a  m  pi  u  -  places 
the  mandi,  wdiere  the  -atlierinu  of  the  "(dans"  was 
iuvaited,  were  made  lively  with  the  martial  stii-  of  dis(dpline  tmd 
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training',  ns  well  ;is  with  tlic  ]>raiiks  thai  whihMl  away  iilh'  Iioiiis. 

One  of  these  piiiiiks  lias  Itecoiiie  hisloi-ic.  and  here  I'niil  ol  an 
unexpected  nature.  'I'lie  >,'ew  J']ni;hind  ciin  I  i  ii^ent  aiiixi'd  in 
June,  and  caused  inliniie  nn'riiui''nl  to  the  re^uhars,  not  only  on 
account  of  their  \  a  i-ioi;a  1  ed  arcoul  i'(Mnent ,  Iiul  also  hy  i-easoii  of 
the  (|ueer  t  unes  that  were  |)hiye<  I  l>y  t  heii-  musicians.  'I' he  ]  >sa  I  ni 
tunes  of  ohh-sl  (hile  were  jirevalent  aiuon^  Iheni,  and  olher 
nndodies  ei|iuilly  aiu-ienl  and  i;raiin^.  Dr.  Shaidvhui'L;,  a  surueon 
attatdied  to  one  of  tlie  i-e^uhar  i-e^imcnts,  ami  a  wd'j;  as  A\-eII  as  a 
musician,  couipi iseij  i  he  a  i  r  of  "  Va  n  Ivce  i  )ood  le,"  a  nd.  ha  ml  i  ul;;  if 
to  one  of  tin'  redouhtahle  bandmasters,  assui'ed  him  it  was  one 
of  tlic  most  ancient  a  ml  api)ro\ed  luiics.  Ilis^\-or(|  \\as  accept  ed 
for  it,  and  soon  the  oflicers  who  were  let  into  the  seci-et  were 
couvulsed  with  Iau!4hl<'r  when  they  heard  "^'ankee  l)(,i)dle" 
assiduously  remieicd  for  t  he  delectat  ion  and  edilicatioii  of  New 
Illu^latid's  motley  ti-oops.  'i'lie  l']nulish  (d'licers  were  convulsed 
with  soniethin;^  else  w  hen  they  lisleiie*!  to  ^'an1^•ee  ])oodle  "  at 
Coi-nwallis's  snrr(-nder  in  ITS]. 

'J'liis  fonuidalde  ainiy  accom]dished  nothing.  It  fra\'ei-sed 
Lake  ( ieorijc  in  all  its  lenut  h  and  la  nded  to  st oian  t  he  defenses  of 
'^ricomh'Tot;;!.  T 'n foT't  u mU (dy,  Iiowcnci',  duian.L:;  a  pi'clindaary 
skiianish,  while  some  of  the  lroo|»s  became  confused  in  the 
forest,  Lord  Howe,  ai'ound  whom  cenlcreil  all  the  lio]>e  of  the 
army,  wa:;  kil  led.  .\ herci'om  hie  \\  as  not  the  man  toi;i»on  in  the 
face  of  this  discouragement.  lie  had  lost  his  rij^lil  arm,  and 
liesit a I'ioii  s(M/ed  ujiou  him,  as  it  had  Wehh  lief(»re  him.  .Mont- 
calm had  only  thiiMy-six  hundred  men  within  his  lines;  hut  he 
had  disjxisi'd  his  defenses  \\ith  skill,  and  conducted  the  i-esist- 
anc('  w  itli  j;'rea  I  \iu'or.  ( )ne  determined  attack  only  wasoi-dered 
by  the  Eni^lish  general,  in  w  hi(di  nearly  two  thousand  of  his 
men  lost  their  lives.  Then  .\bercrombie  ;;a\e  uji  the  tiijhi;  he 
oi-dered  aivtreal,  and  it  was  conducted  like  a  jianic.  Tt  was  llu^ 
on<l  of  the  cami>ai;j,ii  in  >s'ew  ^'orI^  that  yeai'. 

Things  went  bett<-r  in  IT.")!)  umler  Sii- Jeffrey  Amlu-rst.  A^ain 
tliei-e  was  at  Albany  the  uallu'riuL;'  of  the  troops,  the  reuulais 
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frmu  the  mouth  of  the  Iludsoii.  the  Xcw  I']njj,l;in«l  cunt  i  iii^onls 
fi-niii  the  cast,  .Toliiisuu  and  otlici"  Iradci-s  fiom  the  M<.lia\\k  ami 
the  west,  atteiided  by  f'rit'iidly  Indians.  Uul  the  ciitiiM'  furcc 
iniistcrod  this  year  was  only  eleven  ihousand  men,  six  tiieusand 
less  lliau  those  ^\"ho  had  so  ]i(»pet'ully  f(dhiweil  Al»(irri()nd)ie  and 
Lord  I  [o^\■e.  '^'et  il  proveil  far  more  ellicieii t .  'riron(h'ro^a  was 
l»esiejj,cd  with  sueli  skill  and  vi^or  thai  the  i'rencdi  abandoned 
it  after  five  days,  on  June  2C>,  IT.")!!.  They  relireil  to  Crown  INdnt, 
t'o]loA\"('(l  by  the  I']nt;lish,  aiid  that  foia.  too,  so  long  a  thorn  iu 
the  side  of  Xew  Yoric,  was  aban<h)ned  on  July  1. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  reason  ^^•hy  this  marcdi  to  Canada 
should  not  be  farilitated  all  the  way  Ity  the  retreat  of  tlii^  I'renrh, 
and  Wolfe's  expedition  miudi  needed  the  diversion  ]»rodured  by 
Amherst's  appearance  before  Montreal.  I'ut,  having  done  so 
unusual  an  amount  of  conquest  for  an  laiglish  general  on  bis 
way  to  Canada,  the  blight  of  inactivity  and  d(day  f(dl  even  iii)on 
Andjerst.  He  wasted  the  remaindei'  of  the  summer  recr>nst/  uct- 
ing  the  defenses  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  places  of  no 
imn'.ediato  inipoi-tance  if  T'anada  should  be  reduced.  If  W(dfe 
had  been  beaten  at  (Quebec,  this  delay  of  Amhei'st  nught  have 
been  fatal  to  him. 

The  stor}-  of  the  IMains  of  Abraham  is  familiar  to  ns  all,  and 
the  real  confinest  of  Canada  \\  as  accomi)lisli<'d  w  hen  ()nebec  fell, 
in  i^epteniber,  IT."".'.).  Only  a  raid  from  Amherst's  force  reaidied  a 
village  in  the  ^"icinily  of  Monli'eal  then, but  the  main  army  retired 
again  to  the  lower  set  <  lemen  ts,  only  to  ytrolong  the  costly  sti'u>4gle 
foi'  amttlier  year.  Then,  in  1T(»0,  tlir<'e  exiteditions  wei'e  organ- 
izetl  against  Monti'eal.  One  saih^d  U]*  the  St.  Lawi-ence,  past  the 
now  harmless  stronghold  of  (Ju<d)ec.  A  second  went  uj*  the  (dd 
route  from  All)any  along  T.akes  George  and  Chamjdain,  placed 
under  tln^  command  of  a  colonel,  and  of  but  small  proportion 
because  th(^  route  lay  perfectly  o]ien. 

The  thii-d  and  main  expediti(Ui,  undei-  tln^  command  of  .\m- 
hei'st  himself,  was  concentrated  foi-  the  final  start  at  Oswego. 
There  was  no  serious  o])p(tsition  to  either  of  the  armies.  Fort 
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VroiitciKic  Wils  iiu  more,  one  oi-  two  ollicrs  in  AiiiIh  i-st's  w"ay 
\\"('i-<'  iib;iii(|i)nc(l  or  sill  rt'ii(lci-iMl.  iIh-  liHli:in  I  viltt's  ;i  loiiu  Ilic  St. 
Lawrence,  always  cnsily  |)crsii;H I<'<1  id  sii|ij»(irt  tlic  wiiiniui;  side, 
had  no  Ioiit;er  any  doiiht  which  siih'  ihis  wns  now,  and  olTcred 
no  hosi  i  I i t  ies.  (  ) n  A  nuns l  ."lO  i  he  I  liree  colji  in  ns  liad  coiiceiin-;i  t ed 
their  forces  in  Ironl  of  ('aiiada"s  lasi  siroiiuhohl,  and  on  Sep- 
tember S,  liriU,  (loveriioi-  He  \'aiidreiiil  siirreiiiha-ed  all  of  New 
I'rance  in  America  to  (ireal  I'.rilain,  and  the  ■'half  (-entni}'  of 
contlict  '"  was  over. 

There  was  an  im  ho  or  aftermath  of  Indian  A\arfai-e  laiowii  as 
I'ontiac's  ("oiis]»irai-y,  a  last  desperate  altem]it  (d'  the  Indians 
in  the  Xoi'lhwest  lo  sla\'  llie  tide  of  white  a^uressioii.  And  the 
final  e]i:sode  (d'  I  his.  loo,  ])(doni;s  to  New  Vorl<  hisioiy.  I'or  if 
was  to  Oswem)  tliat  ronliac  came  lo  treat  foi-  peac<'.  Here  ho 
had  a]>]iidnie<|  to  meet  Sir  William  dohnson.  StaiaiiiL:  from  Ihe 
^Manmee  iri\-er  he  skirted  the  sliores  of  the  ha'ie  and  tin-  ( )nlario 
lakes  in  his  canoe,  \\die;:  he  arri\c<l  at  ()swej;(>  lie  was  sainted 
by  sal  \  <  IS  of  can  lion  like  a  \'eri  I  able  ]ioi  enl  a  I  e.  I  [<'i-e  the  sa(diems 
of  1  he  Si  \  I  ro(piois  Nations  had  a  I  so  come  t  oL;ei  her.  and  the  t  e?its 
of  A\  liife  and  red  <  hi(d's  ami  warriors  were  duly  pit(died  on  tlio 
])lains.  'idle  coiiforeiice  lasted  from  duly  2:!  to  .'SI,  IThC,.  ^Vanl- 
])nni  b(dls  wcri'  e.\rhanv,ed,  1eai-s  real  or  syndxdic  A\'ei'e  wijcd 
away,  bones  were  coxcrfd  w  ith  earlli,  and  ears  were  (tiieiied.  and 
then  came  the  endless  speeches.  The  npsliot  ( d'  all  was  a  lreaf_\ 
of  ])eace.  and  I'l^iiliac  went  a\\ay.  lo  be  assassinated  three  y(-ars 
later  hy  an  iricroncilable  of  Ids  own  jtarty. 

Thus  ill  ITiiO  ihc  llireat  of  i  he  North  had  been  remo\-,'d  froni 
the  front  iers  of  New  \'ork  pro\  ince.  She  had  fre(dy  expeialed  of 
her  treasure  and  her  men.  as  we  saw,  and,  she  \\as  also  (he  heavi- 
est snITerer  in  this  \\ar.  'Idi''  Indians  had  carried  llieii-  ra\'aui's  as 
far  south  as  ristcr  and  'Manue  coimlies.  Marin,  of  SaI•aIo^•a 
fame,  as  was  said  a  few  pai'cs  back,  had  miiriiere(l  and  biii-ni'd 
to  within  siL;hi  the  walls  of  h^irt  l^dward.  Three  hnndred 
I'reindi  and  Indians  swooped  <1own  upon  ralatine  \'illaLi"e,  on 
the  M<diawk,  and.  at  three  o't  h.i  k  of  a  No\'embei-  mornini'',  fell 
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ii|ioii  tlic  ib'Tciisflcss  i)c(i|i|c,  killiiiL;  tni  ly  rjin  viiii;  one  Imii- 
(licii  and  fifty  away  1 1  >  ca  |it  i  \  i  ly.  Jnhiix  .11  was  not  fa  i-  away .  and 
t  1m' approacli  of  I  he  I'lfiidi  had  iH>t  cscajx'd  liis  xiLiilaiicc  1  Ic  had 
licu'.ucd  .Mx'i'iToiiihi*'  ftii'  a  force  of  lanucis  to  I>c  l-:oi»l  i-cady  for 
siirli  w'ililor  assaults,  bnl  in  \aiii,  and  so  not  only  (his  \-illai:,(' 
hilt  all  the  -Mohawk-  X'alh'y,  la\  open  to  atta(dv,  and  thcrf  \\<-i<' 
unrest  and  ])anif  anion:u'  all  tin-  set  t  h-nicnl  s. 

The  \('rv  efforts  to  ^a\e  the  ]iro\inre,  as  w(dl  as  the  country, 
from  the  enemy  at  the  north,  had  been  a  trial  hard  to  endure 
for  New  York,  for  i*^^  neeessi- 
tated  the  niarrh  of  armies 
through  her  feelde  settlements 
at  the  (»ut]»ost  id'  civin/.at  ion  to 
the  north  and  to  the  west,  and 
there  was  oft(-]i  rude  treatment, 
unjust  impressment  of  horses 
a  n  d  (•  a  t  t  1  e,  unceremonious 
(juarterin,i';  of  soldiers,  ami 
forced  contrihui ions  of  ]iro\i- 
sions  for  snltsistenee.  'J'here  was 
even  a  result  disad. vanta,u(-ous 
to  a  ])ositi\  e  decree  from  t  he 
(•(UHiiiest  of  the  i'lench.  as  re- 
;^arde(l  the  relations  Ijetween 
the  set  I  lets  and  the  J  ml  ia  lis  of 
the  Six  Nations.    They  and  the 

nati\-es  had  Iteeu  drawn  toi^eiher  into  friendsliip  and  alliance  by 
the  common  i-nmity  and  common  danger.  There  was  now  no 
smh  need  oil  the  ])art  of  ihe  uoxcrnment  to  conciliate  the  In- 
dians in  ordei-  to  ])lay  them  (df  a-ainsi  1  he  I'remdi.  The  c(»n- 
ciliation  was  largely  left  to  depend  now  upon  the  actual  coiitaid 
•>f  friendliness  m-  unfriendliness  which  the  two  ]»arties  shoiiM 
deem  tit  or  make  possible  to  esl;iblisli.  And  there  Were  sources 
of  disturbance  abundant  in  the  roll^||  ami  ready  interc(Uirse  of 
border  life  in  the  impenetrable  forest. 
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These  cvont  I'll!  the  years  liave  brought  us  to  the  heL^iiiiiiiiu  .if  ;i 
new  uoveriior's  term.  Sir  ('liarh's  liariiy  was  tiiially  sin  re-.-iled 
ill  ITCd  I»y  .Ma jor-(  ieiK-ral  Ilehert  .Moiicktoii.  'riier<-  w  as  new  a 
new  k'm'j;  U[>(>]\  the  throne  of  J])i<;hiii<l,  the  tiiirti  r.corue,  so  iii- 
terestiiii;-  a  character  to  us  of  ihi'  riiite*!  Slates,  wilhoul  whose 
a<linirable  hluuderinLi  we  iui,i;ht.  never  have  been  the  rnited 
Slates.  He  was  the  grandson  of  (leor^e  II.,  his  father 
liaviii!.;'  <lie(l  as  Prince  of  Wah's.  and  Ik-  be^an  liis  reiiin  in 
Oci(»ber,  IKIO,  a  month  after  tlie  surrender  of  Canada.  (»n  Mar(di 
20,  17(11,  (ieneial  Monckton  was  appointed  i;()vernor  of  New 
Yorlc  by  (leori^e  111.  He  was  already  in  America,  within  the 
boumls  of  his  pro^•ince.  beiiiL;  in  c(»mmand  of  the  kini;"s  forces, 
whitdi  liad  been  (piartered  and  encampe(l  in  lar'j.c  nnmlx'rs  on 
Staten  Island  because  of  its  healthful  situaiiou. 

The  new  .uovernor  was  the  son  of  "S'iscouut  Galway.  of  Scot- 
laud.  He  Imd  learned  the  art  ol'  ^\  ;ir  in  Manders  dnrini;-  the  War 
of  tlie  Atistrian  Succession,  and  in  I  T-V!  had  been  apjiointed  to 
service  in  America.  He  was  made  ]ieiiteuant-i;(»vernor  of  Xova 
Scotia  in  ITod.  and  in  1750  was  jdac^Ml  second  in  command  tiiid<*r 
(leneral  ^^'<dfe  in  the  expedition  against  (Quebec.  In  tlie  action 
that  killeil  his  i  hief,  he  himself  Avas  severcdy  wonndeil.  and,  as  a 
reward  for  his  part  in  the  Aictory.  he  was  raise(l  to  tlie  rank  of 
major- genera h  As  we  must  dismiss  him  with  but  a  brief  ac- 
cottnt.  we  account  it  wortli  whih-  here,  as  does  anotlu'r  Itistot  ian. 
to  note  that  wlien  he  was  offeree!  a  command  in  the  Ke\'olntion- 
ary  War,  he  deidined  the  service,  refusing-  to  ti^iht  aiiainst  men 
who  had  shared  wiili  him  t  he  perils  of  t  he  war  against  I'rancc. 

A  man  with  smdi  a  record  and  such  sentiments  toward  them, 
we  are  not  surprised  to  h-arn,  was  a  ,uveat  favorite  witli  the 
I)eople  of  New  ^'orlc.  T'nfortunat'dy,  with  i^i-eat  lack  of  tact  and 
jtKliiineiit,  the  aucd  1  ieiit enant -uovernor  ran  blindly  up  auainst 
tliis  jtopularity  bv  laldiej  a  very  uiiLifacious  stand.  In  October 
Oovernoi-  Mom  kton"-<  commission  arrived  from  lOnuland.  and  on 
.\ovembei'  1."),  17(11,  he  formally  pres(Mited  it  to  the  coumdl.  It 
iiappenod  tliat  tlie  instructions  did  not  accompany  the  (Minimis- 
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sioii,  aiMl  U[»(in  tliis  (feluiicalil y  ("olden  based  ;ni  (tbjcction  to  tlie 
I'-ovcriior's  Ix'iiii;-  rcceivcc],  and  rallici-  hinted  that  it  nunh'  his 
appointment  in\a]id.  .Mondvton  had  e()nteni])lated  favoiini;' 
("ohien  in  a  speeial  manner  h}'  alh)\vin!L^'  his  salary  t(»  on  as 
lieutenant,  wliifdi  usnall\'  eeased  when  a  ^•ovornor^^■as  a]»pointed. 
lie  refused  to  allov.'  tins  no\\-,  and  nj»on  bein^  subjected  to  an- 
ollier  piece  of  ( 'ol(h  n"s  im])ert  inence,  threatened  to  sus|)end  hlni, 
l)ut  \^"as  dissu;ided  b}-  friends  of  both. 

The  aged  statesman  went  on  almost  uuinterrn])tedly  in  the 
exercise  of  the  chief  authority,  for  (  Jeneral  Mon(d;ton  left  before 
the  end  of  the  month  as  coinniauder  of  the  expedition  against 
.Alart ininiie,  in  tlie  \\'est  Indies,  lie  returned  to  his  jiost  in  June, 
J7<)2.  and  renuiined  for  just  one  year,  Avhen  (/olden  again  was 
left  in  power  for  nuu'e  than  two  years,  until  the  arrival  of  (lov- 
ernor  Sir  Ileiiry  ^[oore,  in  November,  17tJ5.  As  troubles  in- 
creased bet\\een  Eughunl  and  her  coloiues.  Monckton  felt  less 
and  less  inclined  to  carry  (nit  the  instructions  against  the  people 
of  his  province,  an<!  hence  he  resigiu-d  its  government. 

His  successor  A\as  a  fortunate  selection,  as  he,  loo,  was  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  peo])le.  and  of  a  mild  and  inoffensive  disposition. 
He  came  just  after  the  violent  clash  ^ith  ('olden  alxuit  the 
stamped  paper,  t(^  be  noticed  below;  and  throughout  the  four 
years  of  his  incumbency  he  disarme<l  oi)position  by  considei-a  I  ion 
for  the  feelings  of  the  people.  Colden  had  made  the  fort  bristle 
with  armed  men  and  cannon,  in  the  fear  of  being  attack^'d  for 
landing  the  stamped  pa])er.  Sir  Henry,  almost  at  once  ordered 
the  cannon  removed  and  the  gates  thr<.)\\  n  open.  AVhih-  CuMen, 
the  colonist,  made  himself  constantly  obnoxious  by  (dlicious 
loyalty  to  the  cro\\'n,  Sii-  Henry  Moore  passed  througii  four 
exciting  years  without  incurring  the  liatre(l  of  tlie  jteople  in  the 
least,  and  when  he  died  at  his  ]»ost,  ou  September  11,  IK'tO,  iln^ 
city  and  province  were  greatly  distressed,  for  he  Avas  not  only 
respected  but  loved. 

So  once  more,  on  September  1.'^,  Dr.  Colden  came  to  the  chair 
of  state,  now  eighty-oue  years  old,  but  as  ready  for  the  fray  with 
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rlic  spirit  of  lihi-rty  as  ever.  lie  liad  s]»('iit  nearly  all  liis  tinic 
at  liis  country-seat,  Si)riiiu  liill,  near  W'hitestone,  on  Loni;- 
Island.  .V  year  of  olVire-bearinL;  was  his,  w  hen,  on  Octohei-  11). 
1770.  the  lOail  of  l>iinniore  ai-ri\"e(l  to  take  his  jilace  as  uoAcrnor 
of  the  province,  lie  was  li<'re  scarcely "seN-en  months,  hut  there 
was  time  entuiuh  foi-  llie  exliiliit ii)n  of  a  failini;  which  seems  to 
Lave  ^rown  upon  ('olden  witli  aizc.  and  w  hiidi  liad  made  trouble 
with  Mont  lcton.  I>nnmore  w  as  com]»elle(l  to  briuLi'  a  suit  against 
Colden  for  somei)art  of  tlie  salai-y. 

In  July,  1771,  the  eai'l  was  already  on  his  way  to  A'ir.uinia,  of 
wliitdi  he  had  been  ai»])ointed  u'overnor,  and  The  last  of  the  series 
of  ]-oyal  "^-ovei-noi's  of  the  colony  of  New  Voi-k  ai»]»ears  on  the 
scerie  in  th<'  jterson  of  William  Tiyon.  ')'(»  mention  Coldi  ii  once 
more,  while  there  was  no  interval  between  uoNcrnors  to  put  him 
at  this  time  into  (dtice.  he  i-esunie(l  the  (  hief  magistracy  ai;ain 
for  one  year  and  thice  months,  i'rom  A]iril  7,  J774,  to  -Tune  2S. 
1770,  dnrinii,  'I'ryon's  leave  of  absence  in  Taii^land.  lie  w  as  th.en 
ei.u'hty-six  years  (dd  ;  and,  as  he  did  not  die  tint  ii  Septendjer.  1  770, 
he  was  a  1ivin;u  illustration  of  the  fact  (having:  b<'en  born  in  Hiss) 
that  but  a  single  lifetime  si)anned  the  interval  between  the  I'hig- 
lish  re^"(dntion  of  that  year,  and  the  American  revolution, 
wlieron])ou  it  had  no  uncei-tain  bearinu'. 

We  must  baclv  now  and  obsei-ve  w  hat  \\  ere  the  steps  that 
had  already  been  taken  to  biinu  on  this  later  I'evolution,  when 
I'lyon  assume(I  t  he  ^()\'ernmeid  an<l  which  made  him  the  last  of 
the  colonial  ^d\<'rnoi-s.  It  is  not  necessary  to  tlw*dl  at  any  ureat 
leni^th  on  the  ai^itation  that  pre\ailed  in  the  countiy  in  con- 
nection with  the  imjMisition  (d"  the  Stamp  Act.  That  Iielou^s 
I'ather  to  a  history  of  the  anIkiIc  union:  lait  to  undei-.^l  a  iid  tlie 
part  that  was  taken  by  the  State  a  (dear  ciuiception  should  b" 
had  of  a  few  details.  The  I'rentdi  and  Indi.iu  \\'ar,  with  its  ron- 
coniitant  in  laii'ope,  the  Sexcu  "\'eais'  War,  hadi  cost  lai^laud 
immense  sunr-;.  It  hud  ibyubled  ihe  jiublic  debt,  which  had 
risen  to  one  liumli'e(l  and  foiMy  millions  of  ])ouuds  sterling,  or, 
say,  seven  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
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si atesiiicn  of  ]']n,ul;iii(l,  w  itli  Titt,  "  the  f'l-iciHl  of  Aiiiciica,"' 
aiiioii;^' t  lit'iii,  t  !i()Ui:lit  lliat  it  would  be  Itut  liuhl  tliat  i  he  coluiiics 
l:rr»'  sliduld  aid  in  hoai-iu^  tlio  Imrdcn  of  this  debt,  in  lid piiiL'  to 
|iav  it  otT.  Tlu'i'c  coidd  only  be  one  oj)iiiioii  about  this,  oitlior  in 
llM^land  or  in  .Viuci-ica ;  but  tiu'  (jursliou  was,  how  shouh!  the 
(•(donists  be  made  to  bear  tiic  bui'(b'n?  Tins  (jucstiou  w.is  too 
I'cadiiy  answciMMl  in  iMi^land  by  the  ])ro|)osal  to  inijiosc  taxes 
dii<'ftly,  ii^noi'ini:'  tlic  luatdiincry  of  i;-ovci-nuu'nt  that  had  licT!' 
been  set  up.  \\'('  can  easily  juduc  liow  su(di  direct  imposition 
would  strike  a  jieople  who  lunl  since  ITOU  been  strenuous  in 
•.iuardinj.;-  the  taxin^u  of  theiu- 
sel  ves. 

The  fact  tliat  tlie  peo])h^  of 
the  colouie^s  were  so  greatly 
stirred  by  the  cry  "  No  taxa- 
tion without  rei)resentati(a),"' 
has  sonietlnies  l>een  niisun- 
derstood,  as  if  the}'  were 
(danioriuf];-  for  representation 
iu  Parliament;  that  some 
members  from  across  the 
Atlantic  should  sit  with  that 
bo(ly  in  Lomlon.  Tliis  wouhl 
not  have  been  a  reasonable 
demand,  perhaps;  nor  \\'as  it 
]»ut  forward.  The  colonists  Avanted  no  meml)ers  of  I*arliament, 
l>ut  taxation  of  then)s<^lves  throuuh  the  r<'i;ular!y  constituted 
channels,  the  provincial  le^islat  tires  or  colonial  asseuil)lies,  ,i;oinj;' 
by  various  names  in  ditTereiii  jirovinces. 

Now  the  trouble  was  that  these  "  constituted  (diannels  "  were 
'lot  looked  upon  \u  that  liuht  at  all:  not  a<t  least  as  '"constitu- 
tional "  in  any  sense.  They  were  not  conceded  to  be  a  rit;ht  at  all. 
only  a  coucessi(»n  in  their  vei'y  exist(>nc(\  Thei-e  had  bei'U  (he 
most  |>ersistent  refusal  to  recot^nize  the  (•onsIitutionalir^■  of  the 
asscMublies,  and  therefoi-e  were  their  "acts."  especially  in  the 


P.ISIIOI'  GlLIil'  KT  m  UNFT, 


278 


THE    EMPIRE    STATE    IX    THREE  CENTURIES. 


mattei*  of  the  rovonue,  peculiarly  cxaspci-atiiiL;  to  rlie  En^^lish 
goveriiiiieur,  who  sent  over  every  unvcriiur  of  New  York,  from 
Lord  Lovelace  down  to  Tryoii,  witli  iiiiiieratlve  iiist ructions  to 
demand  of  the  .Vsscmbly  that  it  snrroudcr  its  firm  j^rasp  upon  the 
treasui-y.  .Vnd  now  tlie  kin.u  and  llio  miidsti-y  saw  a  i-hanco  lo 
work  their  \\ill  at  last.  There  was  no  longer  any  dai^uer  from 
the  north,  the  iireat  expenditures  for  their  safety  would  over- 
whelm the  provincials  with  j;ratitude.  the  sij;nal  triunqih  of 
arms  had  given  evidence  of  poA\er  to  enforce  the  will  of  the 
government,  and,  altogether,  now  seemed  the  time  to  i)ress  the 
enforcement  of  royal  prerogative  as  against  arrogated  colonial 
privileges. 

Aiul  George  TIL  was  the  man  to  commit  that  enormous 
blunder.  As  Thackeray  said,  trouble  began  when  they  got  a  king 
who  could  no  more  govern  than  the  tAvo  Georges  who  precesled 
him,  but  "who  yet  proposed  to  d<j  so.  In  this  pleasant  process, 
sure  to  be  haih^I  with  delighted  submissitm  by  a  peoph^  accits- 
tomed  to  quite  the  opposite  for  two  generations,  and  who  had 
just  learned  that  they  had  men  in  the  ranks  who  could  tight, 
and  men  among  the  ofllcers  who  could  lead — in  this  process  Mitdi 
small  matters  v,-ould  have  to  (X-cur  by  incident  as  the  annulling 
of  charters,  the  rendering  of  judges  dei>en<lent  for  their  e\ cry 
breath  upon  the  .-rown,  and  the  practical  abolition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  juries,  or  of  the  tlnality  of  their  verdicts. 

Those  who  likf'il  this  sort  of  nu'dicine  would  then  be  furtlier 
put  u]Hm  another  palatable  diet.  They  would  be  enabled  to 
rejoice  in  the  exhilarating  pri\'ilegi-  nf  having  a  tax  impeseil 
U]>on  them  directly  by  I'arliament.  An<l  this  was  to  be  effecte;] 
by  the  Stamp  Art.  rei|uiring  all  h-^al  instruments,  bills  of  sale, 
marria.ge  licenses,  etc.,  to  be  executed  u]ion  paper  bearing  a 
stani]),  all  the  way  from  one  shillinii-  to  thirty.  The  act  v,-as 
passed  in  Maridi.  ITH.").  and  was  to  go  into  effect  on  November  L 
Protests  against  it  had  been  of  no  ;n-ail;  the  assemblies  of  various 
colonies  had  communicaTed  en  the  subject  by  means  of  cr)mmit- 
tees  of  correspondence."  and  when  the  news  of  the  passag(-  of 
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iIk'  Stamp  Art  readied  Aiiu-rica,  a  connrcss  was  callct]  to  iiirct 
ill  Xcw  York  on  October  7,  ITTi."). 

I)  was  the  lirst  at  t  of  luiioii.  althou^li  not  all  the  colonii'S  wore 
I't'prcscutc'd.  It  adjourned  on  ()rr(d)er  L'S,  after  prepariiii;'  tlireo 
addresses,  on(^  to  the  Icin^',  one  to  I'arliannnit,  and  one  to  tlie 
peo])le  of  I^iu;Iand,  ]H'otestiiiL:-  auainst  tlie  act.  Oii  ()rtober 
tlie  slii})  brin^ini;'  the  stamped  paper  to  New  York  anrliored  in 
the  harbor.  Coldon  eonld  i^ff  none  of  tlie  cajdains  in  poi-t  to  take 
tlic  responsibility  of  landing  it.  On  the  evening  (d'  November  1, 
the  date  for  the  .u'oinj;'  into  elTeet  of  the  art.  tlu^re  was  a  demon- 
stration in  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  ("olden's  el'tiizy  ^\  as  burne*] 
at  IJowlini;-  (Jieen,  in  front  of  the  fort  walls.  Sncdi  movenr:^nts 
were  organized  l)y  the  Sons  of  Liberty,"  or  "  Liberty  T>oa  s," 
who  represented  the  more  violent  and  radical  section  of  the 
friends  of  libert}  . 

A  more  effective  means  of  resistance  was  that  pursued  by  the 
sober  element  of  tlie  community.   On  October  .'>1,  the  night 

before  the  momentous  November  1,  the  merchants  of  New  York 
signed  a  non-importation  agreement.  F»y  this  they  agreed  to 
import  no  goods  whatever  from  England  so  long  as  the  Stamp 
Act  was  in  effect.  The  sclieme  was  pi-o])osed  to  the  merdumts 
of  other  cities,  and  Boston  and  Philadelphia  soon  followed  suit. 

It  proved  an  almost  self-ruinons.  Imt  most  potent  weajton  of 
defense,  for  soon  all  niorcantile  I^ngland  was  in  arms,  and  clam- 
ored for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  as  loudly  as  the  Amei-icans. 
Thus  it  came  to  be  that  the  ol>noxious  measure  was  only  shor-t- 
lived.  Ljxactly  a  year  after  its  passage,  in  ^larcli,  ITdt;,  tlie  Sinmp 
Act  was  rep(^;iled.  Tlien  thei'<>  were  rejoicings  and  loyal  demon- 
strations galore,  and  up  v;eiit  the  liberty  ]ioles.  Those  in  New 
York  City  gave  occa-^ion  to  fr(Miuent  collisions  'wiih  the  trr.ops 
<"]uartered  there,  and,  as  one  r<'sult.  there  occiirre*]  (ui  •Taniiary 
L*^,  1770,  tlH^  ''P.attle  of  (bdden  riiH."  in  .7(din  street,  in  wliidi 
a  cou]>le  of  American  sailors  lost  their  lives,  tlms  aniedai  ing  and 
anticipating  the  "  lioston  Massacre,"'  in  Mar<  h  of  the  same  year. 
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wIkkso  five  \  ictiiiis  iii-c  usually  accuuiitc*!  (lie  first  niartyis  in  ilic 
cause  (»f  Anicricati  in<lc|K'ii(Icnc('. 

Altlinu-l!  icp"aliu-  tlx-  Siani|»  Act,  the  ri^ht  lo  tax  iIm-  col- 
onics was  (lisiincfly  asscrliMl  l»y  I'ailiaiiiciit,  and  in  ITti'.l  it  was 
(lone  hy  la\iiiu-  diiiics  upon  L'.hiss,  p;iiiitfts'  cdlnrs,  a  few  dtlici- 
articles,  and  tea.  At  once  the  ni('i-cli;ints  of  New  ^'oi-k  lo(d^  up 
fi<iain  tlic  weapon  lliat  had  iM-o\-ed  so  l'oi-inidal»le  liefoi'e.  A 
second  noii-iniporial  ion  a^reenieiit  was  foianed,  alTeciin^L',  all  the 
ariicdes  suhjeci  to  duty,  h  was  l<epi  Caitlifnlly  by  the  men  of 
New  York,  altiioui;h  seci'etly  broken  by  tli()S(^  of  other  cities 
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until  the  strain  of  that  false  dealiui;  coniitelled  theui  to  openly 
announce  tlie  aba  iidonnieut  (d'  the  aiireeineiit.  I'ut  ev<'n  before 
this,  the  duties  had  l)een  taken  off  all  t  he  artic  les  l>ut  tea.  Tlieii 
the  Americans  drew  the  line  at  this.  Xo  tea  was  imported  frou! 
Eu^laiid.  and  no  tea  was  drunk',  e\c<'pt  that  sniuirulcd  into  the 
land  by  the  ninddc  a-cnts  of  t  he  1  Mitch  l^ast  India  ( 'ompany. 

'Jdie  I']nL^iisli  »-omjiany  was  nearly  ruined,  when  the  kiiiL;-  and 
ministry  tliom^ht  to  catch  i  Im-  America  us  b.\-  miile.  'l'he\-  reduced 
(he  duty  to  so  1o\a-  a  tiunre  that  I']m;lish  tea  could  underbid  e\-en 
the  smu-uled  Dutch  tea.  P.ut  it  w<udd  not  do.  It  was  not  [nice 
lli(^  })eopIe  \\-ere  after  but  |U'inciple.  Then  lioston  hail  its  tea 
party,  on  T>ecember  Id,  ITT-"),  and  Charleston  and  Philadelphia 


THE    EMl'IKi:    STAT1-:    IX    TlIUi:i:  CMXTrKlKS. 


281 


<I('cIim'<l  (lie  tea.  New  York  sent  back  (iiic  tea  sliij),  and  tlivcw 
the  cari^o  oC  aiHttlicr  iiiio  the  l^ast  IJivci'. 

It  was  tilt'  last'sti-au  that  hi-itkc  the  caiiicrs  l>acl<;  tlic  pat  i<  •lire 
(»f  the  I'^iiulisli  i^oNcriiiiK'iit  w  as  cxliaustccl ;  it  wmild  now  try  its 
jiowcr.  Tlic  r.dstdii  I'ni  l  w  as  passed  in  .Mai  rli,  1  774,  w  it  Imut 
a  voic*'  or  a  \'(>t('  ai^ainst  it.  I'.y  this,  after  June  1,  IIk'  p<irt  of 
F.oston  was  (dosed  to  all  toniiiiert c,  ctistoius  oIlirrTs  wei-e  re- 
iiio\'(m1  fi'om  it,  and  no  merrhandise  coidd  he  loade(l  or  dis(  har^od 
tiiere,  until  the  Idnu  should  see  fit  to  allow  it.  I'he  citx'  was  also 
t(»  indemnify  the  East  India  ('oni]iany  for  the  tea  deslroyed. 
•  leiK-ral  (ia^('  was  made  L;<)\  ernor  of  Ahissarliuset  ts,  and  saile(l 
witli  foni'  re^■im<'nts  from  I'ortsmoutli,  with  the  avowed  ])ur]>oso 
of  fon  ini;'  IJoston  to  (d)e(lieiice.  It  was  not,  howoNcr,  a  ([m's(ii»n 
of  one  eity  any  Ioniser.  The  I'.oston  I'oi't  Hill  ^\"as  a  (  liallenL^c  to 
the  ontii'o  counti'y,  and  it  was  gallantly  taken  up.  Now  canio 
into  vo;.>uo  I'l-anklin's  mono  of  an  earlier  day:  "  Unite  or  die." 
The  colonies  (diose  to  unite  mid  livr-. 

In  tlio  midst  of  aihiii-iry  ]>roi-eedin<j,s;  snstainc^d  !)y  armed 
powor,  Boston  muninated  five  dele;L:atcs  to  a  eoni^ress  of  the 
colonies  to  be  li(dd  at  I*hi!ad(dphi;!.  New  York  ami  the  others 
a[)jM)inte<l  a  siiuilar  number.  (decte<l  by  popular  vote.  On  Sep- 
tembt'r  0,1771, rhe(\»l(»inal  ( 'on^ress  met  ami  pr<'pared  addresses, 
a.s  had  done  the  ou<' in  17r..%.  Its  most  im]»(trt;int  act  was  to  order 
or  recommend  the  election  of  dele^alos  to  anotliei-  con,ui-ess  to 
meet  on  May  11,  177.').  When  that  date  ari'ived  things  had 
oci  tirred  wdiic  li  called  for  more  definite  a(ds  and  pro\  isions  foi' 
the  futni'e.  The  dide^afes  from  New  ^'ork  to  the  first  con!.;i<'Ss 
were  all  residents  of  the  (dry,  but  \\itli  family  interests  reatdiin^' 
into  the  interior.  Three  were  mer(hauts,  IMiilii)  Ta'vinnslon. 
•lohn  Also]),  Isaac  Low:  and  two  lawvt-rs,  John  Jay  and  James 
!  )uane. 

Meanwhih'  ^\•e  must  not  forced  that  nil  this  time  there  Mas  n 
^■o\"enior  of  the  ]>ro\  ince  of  New  ^'(•rk,  and  the  last  one  of  that 
series.  ^VilIiam  1'ryon.  now  lieutenant-general,  bei;an  lif;-  as 
cai»tain   of   the   fooluuards   in   17o1.     He   rose  as   the  years 
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proiiTX'ssed  to  cnloncl,  .-iik!  in  17(11  was  in.-ulc  litMitcnant -^ovcriioi* 
of  Xorlli  Carolina,  and  "  ua/ct  I cd  "  ^ovciainr  tli<'  next  y<';ir. 
Tlioiicc  lu'  was  t  i-a  nstVi  icd  to  X<'W  \'(U-k,  as  some  viL^orons  liand- 
liiii;'  of  an  insnr !■('(•  I  ion  in  Xort  li  <  'aroiina  promised  ability  to  lopc 
with  t  lio  sitnat  ion  liorc.  Tlici'c  arc  vai'ious  csliniati-s  of  iiis 
eliarartor.  W'lioii  lie  wont  (dV  on  ids  lease  of  alisence  to  I'^nt;- 
laiid  in  April,  17TJ,  an  impartial  writer  in  tlie  ]>a])er  of  that 
date  said  that  "no  i^overiior  of  the  i)rovince  was  I'ver  treate(l 
by  all  degrt'es  of  jteople  with  more  respeet  and  affeetiou;  nor  did 
any  ever  show  nioi-e  sensibility  of  it,  or  take  a  more  affeet  ionate 
leave  of  the  i)eoi)le." 

We  kno^\'  Tryon  rather  by  what  he  did  dui-in^'  the  Kevolution, 
and,  based  on  that,  CV( 'alla,i;]ian  says:  It  is  unne<.H'ssary  to 
speak  of  his  career  in  America,  as  that  is  already  as  notorious 
as  it  was  odious."  Only  lately,  in  June,  1S03,  the  world  was 
startled  by  the  fate  that  met  a  deseeiidaid  of  the  p,ove]nor, 
Admiral  (ieori;e  Try(»n.  who  went  down  in  his  flagship,  the 
"  A'ictoria."  in  the  ^ledilerranean,  as  the  result  of  a  collision  with 
another  ship,  caused  by  his  own  bhuider.  ^Vhen,  in  1772,  Albany 
County  Avas  slijj,htly  relieved  of  its  immense  s'wa'  by  the  creation 
of  two  counties,  one  at  the  north  and  the  other  at  the  Avest,  the 
latter  was  named  Tryon  ('oiinty  after  the  governor,  j;oin,i;-  by  that 
name  all  throui;'h  the  Kevolution,  becominu'  yiont^omery  County 
in  1784. 

^^'hile  committees  of  e()rr<'S])ondence,  and  liberty  boys,  and 
colonial  eon^resses  were  takini!,  up  tlie  b;itlle  for  fre<Mk(m,  the 
same  battle  was  also  foui^ht  on  the  old  i!,round  of  the  Assembly. 
The  contest  that  bc^an  iindci-  Lord  Lcvelacc  was  not  foriiotten 
as  it  nearcd  the  end  to  \\hi(di  it  pointiMl  so  loiiLi'  a^o.  'J'he  ntnv 
g'OVC'rnor  was  made  aware  of  it  when  he  met  the  lii'st  assend)ly 
aftei*  his  arrival.  It  voted  him  a  salary  of  two  thiuisand  pounds. 
They  kiH'W  very  well  that  this  was  in  defiance  of  the  kinu's  in- 
structions, for  T)unmori'  had  notified  them  in  January  of  the 
.sanu'  year  (1771)  that  he  \\-ould  not  be  pcuanitted  to  acce})T  a 
salary  from  the  Assembly,  but  that  it  would  be  j)aid  directly 
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from  the  kind's  treasury.    This  wa.s  part  of  the  now  policy  to 
tnakc  all  »'olo7iinl  oniccrs  iiidcpcndcnt  of  tlicii-  jx-oplc. 
Tryoir.s  instriu  t ions  were  in  keeping;'  wltli  ihis,  and  he  inime- 
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POri'I.T  'S  PLAN  OF  N!  \V  Vul;K  CITY  AND  ITS  KNVIKOXS,  IT:!.'!. 

(liately  informed  the  Assembly  that  he  was  to  accept  from  them 
neither  a  salary  nor  presents.  Colden  was  met  by  an  addin-ss 
in  September,  ITC-J,  when  the  v^tamj)  Act  was  imminent,  whicli 
clearly  (U'tino.I  the  sentiments  of  the  Assembly  on  the  subject. 
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"  W'c>  liuix'/'  IIh'V  s:ii(!,  yonr  Iloiioiir  w  ill  join  us  in  an  <'ii(l('a\  ()i' 
to  secure  that  izreat  hadi^c  of  l^uL^lisli  lihei'ty  of  heini;  ta\e(l 
only  witii  our  own  consent,  to  wiiicli  we  concei\e  all  Mis 
Majesty's  sulijecis  at  home  and  altroad  e(]ually  cm  i t led." 

"The  X(Mv  ^'ork  Assenildy,"  remarks.  KIlis  11.  Koherts,  snm- 
inarizinu'  tlieii-  attittide  at  this  urowin^-  critical  ]>erioil  (and  his 
words  desci'Nc  to  he  read  w  ith  earnest  attention  l>y  every  citizen 
of  the  State):  "The  New  "S'ork  Assembly  was  systematic  and 
vijj^orous  in  its  discussion  of  the  relations  of  the  c(dony  to  I'ar- 
lianunit,  and  its  jH'tirions  embody  a  com])lete  and  effective  state- 
ment of  t  he  convict  ions  a  nd  ])nri loses  w  hitdi  actuateil  the  jiatriot 
leaders.  T'^ar  less  than  justice  has  b(M'n  <lon<'  to  their  autiiors, 
and  to  the  Asseinldy  of  New  York,  for  their  courage  and  lidelily, 
for  their  elo(|nence.  for  their  worthy  (  liain])ionshi])  of  a  ai'eat 
cause.  \\'hile  ^rassachuset ts  and  N'iruinia  have  coine<l  for  ctir- 
rent  use  the  s]K-e(dies  of  i  lu-ir  A\  riters  and  oi'ators,  it  is  still  neces- 
sary t(t  die;-  out  of  the  ollicial  recoi'ds  the  text  of  these  documents, 
in  \\  hi(di  New  V(uk  advocated  hiuh  iu  inci])les  in  a  i;rand  way." 

'i'liis  neglect  on  the  ])art  of  the  jicople  of  New  ^'ork  or  of  the 
uati(tn.  of  these  con  tri  but  ions  of  Xew  ^'ork  to  patriotic  sentiment 
01*  phrase(dot;y,  as  comi>ared  with  Massac  husetts  and  A'iri^inia, 
is  a  coniiilaint  that  can  not  b<'  loo  widel\-  circulated,  so  that  it 
ijiay  brinn'  about  the  rem(Ml\-.  H\it  doulttless  the  (dian^e  of  atti- 
tude whitdi  came  o\  ei'  1  ho  Xew  ^'ork  Assembly  at  the  last  moment 
may  have  had  somcrliinu  to  do  with  the  mattei'. 

For  it  has  to  be  confi'sscd  tliat  as  the  contest  wlTndi  it  had 
initiated  at  the  tiist.  and  maintained  foi-  so  loni.':,  came  to  tiie 
point  of  st raiiunu'  ih<'  idations  with  l']nuland  to  sucdi  an  extent 
that  luithiiii;'  conhl  follow  but  an  actual  an  1  \iolent  separation, 
the  Assembly  of  Xew  York  beuan  to  retlect  more  and  more  the 
element  in  the  colony  that  hesitated  to  carry  the  assertion  of 
riljlits  to  so  radical  and  revolutionary  an  extrem(\  The  Liter 
bodies  contained  many  memlx^'s  decidedly  royalist  in  tone.  wh'> 
w<'re  iuidiimd  to  seek  reconciliation  (d'  the  breat  h  the  .\.ssendjly 
itstdf  had  Ix'cn  dili-cntly  making  \'nv  two  ^enerat  i(tns. 
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Tlic  last  ('nil iiiial  Assciii 111 y  w  as  (lissdl  \  (m1  .s///r  ill  A  pril,  ITTTi, 
sii!HiItaii''<Misl }•  uitli  the  news  froiii  L^-xiiiuVoii.  and  the  I'rovin- 
fial  ('(tugivss  KKik  its  jilarr  a  iiKUitli  lal^-r.  railed  lo^ctlici-  hy 
I  lie  urj^ency  ci-cati'd  by  the  tiist  batih-  (d'  tlic  IIcnoIiiI  inn.  In 
•IiMK-,  ITir.,  al'ici'  the  liattlc  'd'  r.nnlvci-  Hill.  ( loycriKU'  'Piynn 
ini-ucd  from  Ids  leave  of  ahsciice,  and  on  tlie  same  day  W'asli- 
iii;^ton  ])assed  tlnonuh  New  \"or!c  ("ity,  on  his  way  to  tal<e 
(diai'.^e  of  the  Continental  Army.  In  Otdohei-,  feaiinu'  av'cst, 
Tryoii  removed  his  family  and  udods  to  a  frigate  in  the  harhor. 
and  thence  c-on(lucte(l  the  Liii\crnment.  snrli  as  he  still  hail,  lie 
is  sn]»i>ose(1  to  have  been  imiilirated  in  the  jdot  to  iioison  \\'ash- 
iiij;ton.  His  inetimbenry  was  otlirially  ended  in  ITSU,  when 
James  Robertson  became  military  govt^-rnor  of  the  remnant  of 
the  pi'ovince. 


UO-NUAX  AK.MS. 


CnAPT]^]R  X. 


THE  BATTLE  GIIOUND  OF  THE  REVOLLTIOX. 

N  laiii;ua.uo  not  quile  so  subdued,  but  umdi  moro  cx- 
l)l•(■ss!^•(■  in  couveyini;-  the  idea  of  (Uir  ca])!!!!)!,  IIh' 
soldiers  of  iilugland  were  wont  to  rail  New  Yoil< 
"tlie  eoek-pit  of  America.'"  It  had  proNcd  a  i)r:'ll\ 
constant  tiulirin-j  ui'ound  duiini;  tlic  })r('\ious  war;  it  was 
destined  to  bo  tlie  eenter  and  aim  of  military  plans  and  maneu- 
vers t hr(Mi.e,lioul  tlu'  Ke\olntion.  AltlnMii;]!  the  battle  bei^an  on 
Massachusetts  soil,  it  was  soon  transferred  to  our  o\\n  State,  and 
that  by  (hdiberate  pur[M)se  of  the  l^ji^lish  crnment .  In  July, 
ITT."),  when  the  news  of  I'.uiiker  Ilill  eould  har<lly  ha\e  reatdied 
them.  The  plan  ado[>!ed  was  this:  1'o  (•ouimaml  iIk*  Hudson 
with  a  nnmbei-  of  snuill  lueii-of-war  and  cutters,  and  mainlain 
a  safe  intercourse  and  correspoiideiice  between  (^)uebec,  Albaii>'. 
and  New  "^'tuk,  and  thus  afford  the  liuesj  ojiportiiuity  to  their 
scddiery,  and  the  ("aiiadians,  in  conjuucli(Ui  wiili  the  Indians, 
to  make  continual  in«  ui'sions  into  .Massaidmsetts,  and  di\  id<'  the 
]»r(nincia!  foi-ces.  so  as  to  render  it  easy  for  the  I'.ritish  arm>-  at 

Boston  to  break  the  spii-its  of  the  ^lassarlmsel  I  s  peojde,  desolat'' 

theii'  (  (UHitry,  and  com[»<d  an  absolute  subjecti(Mi  to  (Ireat  I'.rit- 
ain." 

The  battle  of  Lexington  was  not  y(d  a  nn)nth  (dd,  and  it  was 
nutre  than  a  month  bef(U-e  I^uidcer  Hill's  ius])irif  in^  exi)eriences, 
when,  on  May  10,  ITTT),  ( 'ohuiel  l']than  Ailen  and  his  (^ireen  Moun- 
tain boys  to(dv  Ticondero!'a.  The  credit  of  tli-st  turning  the  at- 
tention of  the  ntilitai-v  ant IioT'ities  to  the  stroniiltolds  that  ha'' 
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sii  (»ft<'ii  bcrii  the  Itoiic  of  (■(iiircii!  ion  in  tlir  ])r('vioiis  war,  Iidoiius 
lo  I!cii('<lift  Aniul'l,  wlio  was  doi  incd  to  reap  his  rhift"  fame 
ami  sliaiiir  on  the  soil  of  New  ^'oil<.  lie  was  liastrniim'  thitlier 
w  ith  a  (■oh)!i('rs  (•oiiini issioii,  aii<l  oiil_\  a  handful  of  men.  expect- 
ing- the  rest  of  his  coiuuiand  t.i  follow  him,  w  Ikmi  h,e  found  that 
(h("  same  idea  had  oeenrred  to  I^than  Alh'n  and  the  \'ei'inonters, 
and  beinu'  nearer  tliey  were  on  tin'  way  to  Lake  ("ham]dain  in 
force.  'I'iie  mountaineers  woidd  not  let  Arnold  supersede  Allen, 
so  the  former  joined  as  a  voluuteei-. 

C\»m in opposite  the  i;riin  fortress,  there  were  not  found  boats 
for  more  than  eighty-three  men  to  cross  the  lake.  The  entei'prise 
brooked  no  delay,  for  sur[irise  was  th<'ir  only  hope,  so,  under 
cover  of  the  ni^ht,  on  ^lay  0,  over  these  went  on  their  reckless 
exploit.  ^Mlen  dawn  had  scarce  be.uiin,  on  ^lay  10,  the  little 
army  marched  stealthily  upon  the  fort,  wlu^se  occu])ants  thouulit 
they  A\'ere  alone  in  the  w  ilderness.  .V  sentry  was  oAer])ow'ered 
witln)Ut  noise,  the  sally  jiort  was  entered,  and  they  deployed 
ui»on  the  ])arade  Avithin  the  Avails  ready  for  assatilt  u]>on  the  foe 
there.  I!nt  none  Avere  there.  Allen  then  ])rocee(led  to  the  com- 
mandant's quarters  aaIio  was  half  out  of  bed  when  the  nncere- 
nioniotis  visitor  rushed  throtiiih  the  door.  Allen  (h-manded  the 
surrender  of  Ticondero^a  in  due  form.  "  P>y  w  hat  atithority?  " 
Avas  the  astonnded  reply.  Hy  the  authority  of  the  ^■reat  ■T(dio- 
vah  and  t he  Tonti iiental  Conuress."  The  sturdy  ]iarriot  slightly 
niortL'a^ed  tin'  future  by  this  sally,  for  the  rontinenlal  ( 'oni^i'i'ss 
had  adjonrm'd  till  ^Nfay  13,  but  happened  to  meet  on  this  very 
day,  when  it  Avas  a  f<'W  hours  (dder. 

The  surrender  of  Crown  l^oint  Avas  a  mattc'r  of  course,  after 
Ticouderojia  had  fallen,  ami  it  yi<dded  tAvo  days  later  to  Colonel 
Seth  \\'arner  and  another  detachment  of  Clreen  Mountain  boys. 
The  exploits  Avere  of  L^i-eat  A'alue  to  tli<'  caus(^  of  the  colonies, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  strategic  sitimtion  of  tlie  forts,  btit 
rhev  A^•ere  store(l  with  military  sup]dies.  No  h'ss  than  oin^  hun- 
dred and  twenty  cannons  Avere  se(  ur<'d,  many  of  Avhicdi  were 
made  to  do  service  in  the  siege  of  IJoston,  and  \vere  also  used  to 
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eijuip  the  foils  nloii^  the  Iliidsdii.  IClliiiii  Allen  Wiis  ijikeii  pris- 
oiK'i-  (luring  the  caiii});! iiist  ( 'aiKula  t  liis  sa iiie  _\ cai-.  A  f t ei' 
soiii!.'  lianl  e.\ perieiires  stilTert  d  on  heanl  a  liansixirt  to  lCni;laiii], 
he  was  sen!  bark  a^ain  and  kept  en  ])ariil<'  at  one  of  the  fai'in- 
liotises  in  t  he  1  own  ( d'  New  l.ol  s  (  I'dat  hnsh  I  hen  )  on  I-oni;  I  shi  nd. 
A]'nol(l,  his  (.-oiiqianion  in  this  und(  i  t al^ in;.;,  liad  a  more  brilliant 
career  with  a  less  honorabk'  eiidini;. 

The  eai)tnre  of  'l'icondero,ua  iinite(I  the  atteini>t  of  th<'  Uritish 
to  retake  it,  and  Sir  (iiiy  rarleion,  the  liox-ernor  of  ('ana<la,  was 
known  to  lie  talvinii  steps  to  in\a<le  New  ^'ork  from  the  nortli  foi- 
the  purpose,  'idiiis  eai'ly  in  the  Instorv  of  the  war  ( 'oni;ress  was 
C()in[ielled,  in  order  to  f(!restall  these  efforts,  to  listen  to  the  sn^- 
i^eslions  of  military  men  and  authorize  the  invasion  of  Canada. 
JJeiiediet  .Vriiold  was  sent  to  rarry  out  a  ]»lan  of  his  own  with 
one  tliousand  men  deta(died  from  \\'ashinjj,t(m's  army  Ind'ore 
]>oston,  wliom  lie  led  on  the  famous  marcli  through  the  wilder- 
ness of  Maine  to  the  uates  of  <2n(d>ec.  There  was  also  organized, 
an  e.xpedition  against  ^Montreal,  whit  h  was.  of  conrse,  to  follow 
tlie  old  familiar  route  ahmi;  the  two  noi-tliern  lakes.  The  eoni- 
numd  would  naturally  ha\('  lieen  ^i\'en  to  Coloiud  Thilij)  S(diny- 
lei*,  who  had  sm-ceeded  to  all  his  father's  \  irtnes  ami  abilities. 
lUit  he  was  ill  at  this  time,  and  so  the  leadershi]i  of  the  Montreal 
expedition  dexohcd  n]M)n  (hat  other  inlereslini;  and  hei'oic  (  har- 
acter,  Colonid  ( latter  ( ieiiei'al  |  liitdiard  Moid i;(>niery. 

^\'hell  an  ollicer  in  the  IJritish  army,  on  dnty  in.  America,  he  had 
fallen  in  lo\-e  with  one  of  the  Ixdies  of  New  "^'ork.  Miss  danet 
liivin^ston.  lie  was  ordeicd  to  l']niilanil  with  his  reiiiment,  but 
returned  to  tdaini  his  bride,  and  he  threw  in  his  fortunes  with  the 
(•(donisis  when  the  break  with  the  mother  country  occurred.  A 
force  of  two  thousand  men  was  coIlecte(l  at  Albanw  the  first  four 
retiimeiits  raised  in  New  '^"ork  taking'  ]iart  in  the  enterjU'ise. 
T'efore  Anuiist ,  >fonluoniery  v\as  at  Ticondero^a,  and  thence  the 
final  march  \\as  bei;un  la!e  in  August.  ITiri.  On  Sejitember  12 
lie  was  befort'  St.  Johns,  a  fortified  ])lare  about  inid\\  ay  between 
llie  northern  e.xtremity  of  Lake  Champlain  and  the  St.  1-awrenro 
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ill  Montreal.  ( lovi'i-iior  Cai'lctoii  could  muslcr  only  nine  liuinhtMl 
iiicii  for  its  (IcIVnsc,  and  afler  a  si('_m'  of  about  seven  weeks  it 
.surrendered  oji  Xovejidier 

.Montreal  could  not  hold  out  after  St.  Johns  was  taken,  and  on 
.NoNi-inber  iL*  .Mont  uoniei-y  entered  the  eily.  On  tJie  vei-y  ne.vt 
d;iy  Arnold  crossed  the  St.  Lawrence  and  clinihed  to  the  Plains 
of  .\ltrahan>  with  an  exhausted  army  of  only  sex  cu  hundi-ed  men, 
Ihi-ee  hundred  less  than  w  hen  he  started.  Xevi-rtheless,  he  de- 
niauded  the  surrender  of 
(Quebec,  (^n  December  3 
.Mont^omei-y  came  u  ]) 
with  li\-e  hundi-ed  men. 
Cai-leton  was  in  command 
within  the  fortress,  and 
he  w'f)uld  neither  su.r- 
render  nor  try  the  fortune 
of  a  battle  on  the  historic 
Plains.  Therefore  it  Avas 
resolved  to  storm  the 
works  with  the  handful  of 
twelve  hundred  men. 

It  was  a  hazardous  un- 
dertaking, but  the  very 
audacity  of  it  nearly 
brou<j;ht  success.  ]\b;»ut- 
gomery  with  his  men  and 
Ainold  at  the  liead  of  his,  made  tlu>  attack  simul taiu^ously  at  oj)- 
]K)site  sides  of  the  town.  The  assault  was  be^un  at  two  ii'clock 
in  the  niorninu'  of  ])ec<'ndter  31,  177."),  in  a  blindiuL:  snow-storm. 
-Arnold  fell  se^-er<'ly  wDuudcd  in  the  lei;'  early  in  the  action, 
t'olonel  MorL^an,  of  the  A'iruinia  contingent,  took  his  place  au'l 
led.  his  men  far  into  the  city,  A\hicli  Avould  been  taken  if 

e<iual  success  had  met  the  ])arty  on  the  o]i]iosite  sid(^  of  f  lie  works. 
TTerc  Montti'omery  was  instantly  killed,  three  bullets  luninu' 
stru(d<  him  at  oiu'e.    Tlie  fall  of  tlieir  beloved  lifueral  brou;.iht 
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(li><c<)Ui'ap,''iiu'nt  to  the  hc.irls  of  his  iiirii,  ami  they  hesitated  to 
advance,  until  tin'  i^arrison  iiad  lime  to  roHert,  and  \  \\r\  weic 
driven  hac  1<. 

Ere  the  action  cease(l,  [Montuontorv's  body  was  cai'ried  to  a 
*"  place  of  safely  hy  one  of  ids  ;ii(i<'s,  Aaron  I'.ui-i',  later  so  noted  in 
tlie  annals  (d'  tlie  St;ii<>  and  of  tlie  counli'y.  tie  was  lunieil  iTi 
the  cenu'tery  of  the  ^arrisoTi  after  the  Americans  had  ]-etire(l, 
ami  Ids  i-eniains  larrie(l  there  in  ])eaci'  nnlil  ISlS,  wlien,  at  the 
instance  of  (losernoi-  DeW'itt  Clinton,  tlie  \<'W  ^'or!•:  Legislature 
oi'dered  th<^  body  (d'  (leneral  .Moiduomei-y  to  be  I'emoved  to  Ne\\' 
York  City.  Tiie  Continental  Congress  had  Mited  that  a  beautiful 
cenota])h  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  ITTti,  which  was  ]tlace<l  in 
the  rear  (d"  St.  Paul's  Cliur(  h,  facing  the  sidewalk  on  l'>road\\;n', 
where  thrones  of  busy  men  daily  i)ass  and  I'epass.  The  honore(l 
ashe^^  v^-ere  trans])orted  in  state  do^\■n  the  Lakes  Champlain  and 
Geo]-<j;e,  and  the  casket  exiiosed  to  pi]!)lic  view  at  Albany  for 
soni(>  <lays.  They  ai'ri\-ed  hei'e  on  Saturday,  duly  4,  ISlS.  On 
AA'ednesday  they  \^•ere  plactMl  on  board  the  sti^amer  "  I{i(dinn»nd.'" 

■Jdie  jn'f'nerars  wid(»w  was  still  livin;^-.  and  resided  at  a  county 
seat  near  lJinneb(M  k.  As  tiie  steamer  airiNcd  opposite  the  ln>use 
it  sto])](e(K  the  band  played  a  funeral  niar<di,  and  a  salute  wa.'^ 
fire(l.  3Irs.  ^lont^onu'ry  \\r(de  shortly  aflei'  this  occurrence  to  a 
i-(dative:  "  Ilowevei'  i;rati fyini;  to  ni>'  fecdinus,  every  pan^'  T 
f(dt  was  renewed.  The  ]»omp  with  'svhi*  h  the  funeral  was  con- 
du(d<'d  a,dd(Ml  to  niy  woe.  A\dien  th(^  steandioat  passed  \\  ith  slow 
and  s(d<"mn  movement,  sto])]>in«j,  bef(U'e  my  liotise,  the  troo]is 
under  arms,  the  dead  marcdi  f I'om  the  mulUed  <lrums.  the  moiirie 
ful  music,  splendid  (-(dtin  cano]tie(l  with  cra]>e  and  crowned  with 
plumes — ^"oii  may  c(uicei\('  my  anguish,  I  can  not  describe  il." 
Their  mari-ieil  life  ha<l  continued  but  two  years  when  ]\font- 
"oniery  ■\\"as  kill('(l,  and  it  was  now  fortv  two  y(^ars  sinci^  that 
fatal  day.  "^'et  ••  her  soldier,'"  as  sIh'  ah\';)ys  fondly  calleil  liiin, 
had  never  lost  h.is  place  in  her  heart.  She  had  requested  1o  ]»(> 
left  .alone  on  the  porcli  as  the  funeral  c(»rt('i;<'  passed. 

The  costly  sacritice  produce<l  no  adeiniate  results.  Arnold 
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iTiiiaiiKMl  Hmui  <Jnt'l».'c  tliii>ni:li  the  dirjiiv  winter,  niul  was  rc- 
.■iiruiTcd  by  <  ItMicral  Sullivan  in  tlic  spring  of  ]7T(i.  lUit  Carh-ton 
niiw  had  a  lorcc  nf  t  liirircn  rlKMisand  nn-n,  nidstly  Hessians.  lie 
reea]>tniM'd  .M(intr<'al  ami  dro\('  the  small  army  ol"  the  Aniern-ans 
li;i(  k  to  llieir  own  ]»ro\inees.  The  retreat  \\as  well  rondiu  led, 
lull  this  eonid  not  <dian^e  its  eliaraeter,  and  in  -hine,  1TT(!,  Sulli- 
van was  ;;Iad  to  ([uartei'  his  exhausted  iroo]>s  at  ("rown  I'oint, 
and  t  he  ( 'anadian  e\'i>e(lit  ion  w  as  at  an  end. 

.M(^antinie  mueh  had  Ix'cn  ^oin;L;  on  in  lowei'  latitudes.  The 
lieadciuarlers  of  the  Continental  army  had  been  shifted  from 
.M assjudiuset t s  to  New  \'ork.  I'oston  had  been  evacuated  by  the 
l^ritisli  in  .Mar<  h,  177(1.  Xo\\'  the  blow  of  the  enemy  was  aliout 
to  be  directed  fai)-ly  and  srjuarfdy  at  the  center,  as  laid  down  in 
tlioir  ]>lan  of  177.").  T'efoi'e  this  the  minisii  v  had  but  iniemhMl 
to  ])uiiish  I'oston  or  Massachusetts.  They  had  be^un  to  Mud 
out  that  they  had  on  hand  a  bim^er  task  than  that,  namely,  the 
subdnini;  of  a  nation.  whi(  h  had  just  l  iseit  lo  the  consciousness 
of  bein^  such.  And  i  he  ]ii  e]»arat ions  now  made  wei-e  corre- 
si)ondin<4ly  vi^or(Mis.  Instead  of  four  reuiuH-nts  sent  out  with 
Tieneral  (la^e,  there  now  was  collecte<|  such  an  army  as 
tlieso  shores  liad  ne\'er  seen.  It  was  landet]  on  Sialen  Island  in 
-Inly,  177b,  and  was  thii-ty-four  thousand  stnuiii,  <>ii  pa])ei-,  A\ith 
an  actually  a\"ailable  liuhtiin;  strength  of  twenty-live  thousaml 
niOTi  at  least.  'I'o  this  was  joined  a  considerable  naval  for<'e  of 
several  first-cIass  ships  and  inniunei-able  lesser  ciaft,  against 
wliich  the  patriots  had  ]ua<t  ica  Ily  nothinu'  to  op])ose.  lMidentl\' 
the  kinu  am!  minist ry  nieani  business.  It  was  now  oi' ne\"er  witli 
them. 

Easily  couject urinu'  and  aiiticipatin^  this  sujjreme  effm-t  and 
its  direction,  NN'ashinuton  concenliated  his  aiiny  al  New  ^'orl< 
and  betook  hims(df  tlie]-e.  As  early  as  I'ebruary,  177(i.  (leneral 
T.ee  had  beeii  sr-nt  to  fortify  the  city  and  to  watch  the  enemy. 
In  April  lie  tirst  sent  (b'Ueral  Tutnani  to  take  command.  ;iiid 
then  came  himself.  His  task  ^\"as  not  an  easv  om\  New  York 
v/as,  without  doubt,  the  object  of  the  at  taclc  foi-  wliicli  the  eiu'iuy 
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were  llien  pr*'|»;iriii!4'  on  so  l.irue  :i  scale  I>iit  wiiei-e,  ;it  its  many 
vuliierahle  jMiiiiis,  would  the  ciiciiiv  (•(•uie  kunckini;'  foi'  cn- 
ti'iiui-e?  AN'itli  an  illimilahlc  na\y  lliaf  could  not  \>c  met  on  Its 
own  elenu'iit,  the  ICn^lisli  Licnci-als  conM  select  what  ever  iMiini 
they  jilcascMl.  And  lids  Iteiii^  so,  tl;e  liiH'  of  defense  was  juctly 
extensiw,  and  dillicnlt  to  cover  adeqiialcdy,  under  any  circniii- 
staiice.  lUit  these  were  against  W'ashinuton  on  many  otln'r 
accounts  than  those  meiitioiu'd.  lie  had  by  no  means  a  snlh 
cieuey  of  troops,  and  what  lie  ha<l  was  almost  unmana.ucable. 
Twenty  th<nisand  ^vould  be  an  e\ i ra\'a,L;ant  estimate,  and  cer- 
tainly of  these  there  were  thousands  not  to  bo  counted  on.  Va\- 
lisliiients  were  constantly  ex])irini;,  and  drilling- or  discipline  Avas 
a  thini!,'  their  souls  loath'-d. 

Governor  Tryon  Avas  still  on  his  lioatinj;'  castle,  admiuisteriui;' 
his  province  from  a  jiosition  as  m-ar  his  capital  as  he  dared  to 
get.  It  would  have  been  lu'tter  for  his  fame  if  lie  had  ke]>t 
clear  from  an  aMempt  to  i-id  ]*aigiand  (d'  her  enemies  by  means 
of  a  h)w  consjiii-acy.  ^[ayor  3IatilieAvs  and  otlier  Tory  cliiefs 
were  arrested,  but  eA  i(h'nce  failed  to  imi»li(;a(e  them  suhicienlly 
for  pimishnient;  and  peidiaps  Tryon,  too,  was  not  as  much  t(^ 
blame  as  the  heated  passions  of  that  day  likcil  to  believe,  r.nt, 
at  any  rate,  ther<'  was  a  ]>lot  to  poison  Washington.  The  great 
father  of  his  count  r_\',  says  Lossing,  lunl  a  weakness  for  green 
jx'as,  and  one  of  his  life  guard,  an  Irishmati  hy  the  name  of 
Hickey,  had  liribe<l  a  co(dv  to  put  jxiison  into  this  favorite  dish. 
She  warned  the  gcnci'al  and  the  Irislmian  was  [iromptly  am! 
jiropcrly  hanged  on  .Tun<'  2S,  ITTfi,  hapjtily  the  single  instance 
of  any  stndi  basciu'ss  in  the  ranks  of  I  he  .Vnu'i-ican  army  through- 
out the  entire  war.  l!nt  tho  fact  that  th"  hanging  took  place 
proved  that  the  jdot  lo  poison  or  ivill  tho  American  c(unmander- 
in-chief  was  not  a  fairy  tale,  wlioe\'or  was  or  was  not  res[)oiisil)le 
for  it. 

The  I^ritish  Icing  aral  ministry,  as  we  said,  ha<l  discovere(l  they 
were  dealing  with  a  nation.  Tiiat  nation  was  only  just  discover- 
ing this  its(df.    l\ir  a  y<'ar  the  contest  had  been  going  on,  when. 
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in  . I  lino.  177(1,  the  idea 
uf  intlcpi'iuh'iiec  was 
clcarlv  put  info  shape 
Ix'fiirc  its  (»\\  n  eves  in 
I  lie  i-ongiess  of  it  s 
rt']iicsi'ntaT ivcs,  a  n  <1 
cxpicsscd  in  lan^naLM' 
nninistakablc  to  all 
tlic  World  on  July  4. 
And  now  the  contlict 
assuniod  an  entirely 
dilTeront  asjH'ct.  It 
did  so  from  a  civil 
standpoint  not  only, 
hut  it  was  ])eculiavlY 
intelli^■ible  on  niili- 
(••try  i;i'onnds.  A\'as]i- 
ini;ton  saw  tliis  witli 
unerring  good  sense, 
and,  therefoi'e,  wlion 
co])ies  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Indciicndence 
rea(lied  liini,  he  de- 
termined to  h;\\i'  the 
document  i-ead  to  his 
troops. 

(»n  July  0,  177(;.  they 
^\■ere  marched  to  the 
I'ields,"  or  Commons, 
now  the  ('ity  Hall 
I'ark,  an<l  about  ^\•h"r<' 
the  plaza  in  front  of 
tlie  City  Hall  is  now, 
he  had  them  foi'med 
into  a  hollow  square, 
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in  tlic  midst  of  wiiicii  lie  sat  on  iKtrschack  w  ith  liaicd  head,  lisicii- 
iiii;'  i-('\«'r('nt  I  y  as  the  iiioiuciitiuis  insi  iiiiiiciit  was  read.  In  the 
^t'licral  order  aiaanuiiiu  For  this  (•(■rriiiony,  \\'aslnn!^t<»ii  had 
said:  "•  Tlu'  i;cncral  Ikiix's  this  iinportaiit  (•\ciit  w  ill  sci  \('  as  a 
frt'sh  iiuM'Til  i\'e  li>  cNcry  otlicci-  and  s(dilicr  to  ait  with  tidoliiy 
and  courage,  as  knowinu  that  now  tho  jicacc  ajn!  safety  of  his 
eounl  ry  depend  (  nnd'-i-  <  iod  )  sohdy  on  the  smcess  of  our  arms, 
and  (liat  he  is  now  i n  the  ser\  iee  of  a  State  [xissesseil  of  sn tlicien ! 
power  to  reward  his  merit  and  advaiue  him  to  tlie  hii;hest 
honors  of  a  free  eountry." 

'JMie  tirst  battle  fon^ht  under  these  new  conditions  -was  tliat 
of  Loni;  Island,  or  I'.roolJyn,  as  it  has  been  \arionsly  called.  It 
was  obvious  that  a!  I'.reuladeii,  or  I!i-o(dxlyn,  the  <'nemy  could 
make  tlie  closest  apitroach  to  Xe\\  \drk  by  land,  and  this  was 
the  point  finally  s(dected  for  the  i;rand  assault.  A  strong'  line  of 
defenses  had  been  tlii-own  across  the  township  from  the  head  of 
t  he  bay  on  t  he  iiorl  h  ( Wal  labout),  to  that  of  one  at  the  south 
( ( lowanus  ) ,  with  nu  nierous  redoubt  s  and  (Uie  or  two  larger  forts 
just  back  of  the  line,  upon  favorable  eminences.  l!ut  a  mile  oi" 
more  beyond  tiiese  artiticial  strongholds  nature  had  thrown  up 
rami)arts  in  the  w  ay  of  Ixdd  hills,  w  it  h  (udy  a  few  juisses  throuuh 
them,  easily  defended.  Defense  and  atlaik  were  both  uuided 
in  their  plans  by  these  natural  features.  It  was  the  ]»art  of  the 
enemy  to  direct  t  heii-  ass;;ult  s  a_L;ainst  t  hese  opeidnus  in  tin-  hills ; 
and  the  patriots  would  issue  from  their  lines  to  uu'et  the  enemy 
fii'st  of  all  u\)tn\  the  out])osts  at  the  ])asses,  with  the  intrem  h- 
nu'uts  in  the  rear  to  serve  as  a  last  resort  for  holdinu  theii-  o[i|»o- 
nents  at  bay  in  case  of  an  emergency.  ( )n  this  sinijde  basis  the 
operations  w<'re  conducicd. 

On  Au.unst  '22,  17K1,  Sir  William  Howe,  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army,  under  cover  <d"  the  na\y  commanile(l  by  his 
brother,  Admiral  Lord  Ilowc  (and  both  bi-ot  hei-s  of  t  he  colonist  s' 
popnlai-  hero  who  was  kilb'd  at  Ticondero^a  in  IToSi,  landed 
fifteen  thousand  troo]>s  under  Sii-  Ibuirx  Clinton  and  T.oril  Corn- 
Avallis  on  the  beach  at  rira\t'seml  r.a\'  in  the  town  of  New 
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rtr"clit.  On  Auuiist  L*.")  the  tlioiis;iii<l  Hessian  nici-cciiai-ics  were 
also  laiidcd  there,  ami  inarched  thrniiuli  <  Iravesend.  A  division 
under  (ieneral  <-h-ant  remained  in  New  Fti-eeht;  the  Hessians 
were  sent  to  I'hitbiish,  and  Ilowe,  with  th<'  remainder  of  the 
troops,  nine  thonsand  in  number.  eneamj»ed  at  I'hitiands,  all  of 
wlfudi  to\vnshij)s  ^\■ere  ineorporated  with  the  eity  of  ]>rookIyn 
about  five  years  a^o,  and  are  now  a  ]»art  of  the  ]loroni;li  td"  Brook- 
lyn, one  of  the  di\isions  of  the  ,uT<'at  city  into  whirii  has  devel- 
oped the  little  town  on  .Manhattan  Island,  w  lii*di  was  the  object 
of  the  battle  these  l']n^lish  armies  rame  to  tiiiht. 

Before  dawn  on  ,\iii;ust  27.  177(i,  (ieneral  (irant  set  his  trooi)s, 
six  thonsaud  stT'c)n,i;,  in  motion,  to  ap]>roa(di  the  American  posi- 
tion alonii'  the  road  that  skirted  the  r]»per  ]5ay  (d'  New  York.  At 
(his  pass  was  station-'d  (Ieneral  \\'illiam  Alexander,  titular  Lord 
Stii'lini;-,  the  son  of  James  Alexander,  of  Zenker  trial  fame.  Th<' 
trooi»s  under  him  were  rei^iments  from  Pennsylvania,  Dcdaware, 
and  Maryland,  scarctdy  t^\d  thousand  in  all.  \\v  was  a«lvan- 
ta;;eonsly  j^osted  on  hi.nh  L:,rouml.  and  matle  a  vigorous  (hd'ense, 
checkini;  (Irant's  ailvance,  although  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
latter  did  not  push  it  vigorously.  At  about  the  same  time  the 
Hessians  nutved  up  from  l-'latl»ush  against  the  men  holding  the 
])ass  and  hills  facing  that  \  illage;  but  neither  did  these  troops 
make  a  very  strenuous  attemjit  to  ])usli  their  \vay,  and  contentt'd 
themselves  with  ratlier  inelTect ually  cannonading  a  fort  on 
^Mount  I'rovjH'ct,  wher-e  the  resei'voir  is  now. 

The  explanation  of  this  apj»arent  apathy  on  the  ]!ay  Shore 
iJoad  and  at  the  I'latluish  Pass  (in  Trospetr  Park  to-day)  camo 
about  half-])ast  eiuht  o'c]o(k,  \\lien  the  Americans  wert^  as- 
tounded by  the  report  of  twn  cannons  in  their  rear.  T'nder  cover 
of  the  darkness,  halving  cam]»tires  l)uiinng  at  I'lat lands  and  car- 
rying not  a  light  on  the  mar-di,  with  stu  h  stealth  that  the  peo]»le 
in  t!ie  farmhouses  along  the  road  could  scarcely  hear  their  move- 
m(Mils  a.s  thoy  ])assed,  the  army  (d'  tune  thousand  men  under 
Howe.  Clinton,  and  Cornwallis  had  made  a  detour  far  to  the 
east,  and  had  entered  the  American  lines  tbruugh  a.  pas.s  facing 
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toward  Jamaica,  w  licic  tlioro  woro  no  ti'oo])s  to  unard  nor  o\r\\ 
a  pati'ol  1<»  !j,ivo  tlic  ahirin.  At  lialf-])ast  eiiilit  tliis  w  hole  ai'iiiy 
stood  ill  tin'  rear  of  tlic  .Vnicrican  troops  at  tho  Hay  Sliore  and 
Flat  hush  jiassc'S. 

^^'ilat  tolhiws  can  he  readily  iiiia^incd.  Tlic  signal  unns  ;in- 
nonnced  to  <!raiit  aiid  I  lie  Hessian  general  that  I  lie  lime  I'oi'  a 
viiidi'oas  assaidt  liad  come,  and  now  tlu're  was  no  apathy  in  th<  i!- 
niovenients.  (>urnien  at  l'"'hitl)nsli  wci'esooii  diiscn  in,  and  tlie 
battle  tliere  iK'canie  a  rout,  the  troojis,  beset  liehind  and  Ijeforc. 
laislnnu'  in  uii-at  haste  to  tlie  protection  of  ilie  intren(dinient s. 
Lor<l  Stirlin!^  \\as  nialxinii?;  a  uallant  stand  against  (Iraid's  ovei- 
whelminL;  nuinl)ers,  w  lien  (.'ornw  allis.  leavinu'  the  Idallnisli 
nieh'C  on  his  left,  mar'died  straight  to  the  rear  of  Slirlin^'s  posi- 
tion. 

This  was  no\\'  no  longer  tenal)lo.  Putnam  had  failed  to  warn 
Stirlini;  in  tinu'  (d'  Cornwallis's  ai>]>roa(di,  and  his  retreat  was  cut 
off.  There  was  a  desperate  chance,  however,  of  his  ueilini;-  to 
the  lines,  ami  into  a  redoubt  near  them,  by  sendini^  his  troops 
over  a  milldani  and  briduc  on  ^;o^\anus  Creek.  15ut,  abisl  some 
of  the  men  from  the  Flatbush  Pass,  in  their  eai;-eruess  to  reach 
a  place  of  safety,  had  tiurned  the  bridge  after  they  had  ]»assed 
over  it.  The  ci-ossin;.;-  (.f  the  creek  would  therefore  ixMjuire  soun- 
time,  I'hen,  witli  s]»lendid  de\'otioit,  or(h'rinu  the  I'ennsyha- 
nia,  T)(dauare,  and  ^laryland  rc-^inients  to  ford  their  v,a\'  to  the 
lim-s.  Siirlinu,  with  ti\'e  compaines  ol'  Marylamlers,  turned  about 
to  fact'  the  suruini:-  m.ass  of  Cornwallis's  division.  Three  times 
these  gallant  men  drn\c  back  the  enemy,  Washington  wrinuin.L' 
his  hands  in  an'ony  as  lu^  saw  sutdi  heroes  sacritice«l.  lint,  finally, 
Stirlini;'  and  the  remnant  <>{  the  iMarylamlers  were  forceil  to  yield 
tlioms( '1  \-es  ] )risoners. 

Thus  was  fou;uht  and  lost  the  famous  l»attle  (d'  Lon,u  Islaml. 
It  miuht  have  udtie  har<lcr  with  ilie  patriot  cause  if  (Jeneral 
Tlowe  had  not  be<'u  quire  so  fond  of  his  lunch.  His  men  were 
ready  tf>  SToi'm  the  American  intrem  hments,  but  he  calle(l  th.em 
off,  thinkink  eiu»UL;h  had  been  done  for  that  day.  and  the  hour 
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f,ir  Iniifli  hi\i\  conic.  Tlic  i-ausc  of  indcjK-ndciicc  was  fnrtluT 
saved  l)y  \\'asliinul()h"s  tni-cc  of  w  ill,  and  his  in  iidciicc  and  skill, 
ill  (  (indiictinu' "t he  retreat  of  his  wiiole  aiiny  Inuii  l.oii^  Island 
Iiatdv  {<•  Alaulialtaii  Islainl.  'I'here  -was  iiethiii.u  else  to  <](>.  Me 
h;id  not  more  1hati  se\en  tlnmsainl  men  to  oppose  to  Howe's 
twenty  thousand,  aiid  more  on  Staleii  Island  to  draw  from,  to 
.sa\'  nolhintj  of  the  free  ranue  of  lioth  ri^■ers  for  the  navy.  On 
the  ni,uht  of  August  I'll  to  :■,{)  all  of  the  American  irodps  within 
earshot  of  tlie  enemy  were  roirioved  from  ilie  \  arions  ])arts  of  the 
defenses  and  the  foris,  marching:-  in  steady  fashion  lo  the  river 
whi'i'i'  I'ulton  I'^M-ry  is  now,  favored  by  the  darkness  dnrinu  the 
niulit,  and  tlie  friendly  cover  of  a  foil'  wlieii  niiiht  did  not  snftice 
to  accomplisli  tlie  feat.  It 
^vas  a  "^reat  surprise  to 
liowo,  and  the  salvation 
of  the  American  army. 

>y'ow  tlir-re  was  an  in- 
terval of  inaction.  Nearly 
all  of  the  P^nj^lish  forces 
w  e  ]•  e  concentrated  i  n 
(^neens  County,  in  ex])ec- 
tatiou  of  a  desc<'nt  of  <  len- 
erai  Lee  from  West- 
chester County  or  New 
Enj;land,  across  Hell 
Ciate.  ]>ut  Lee  did  not 
come.  On  Staten  Island,  (^n  September  11,  Lord  ITowe,  a  fritMid 
to  America,  arrair.^('<l  a  conference  with  r.enjamin  I'raiiklin, 
John  Aflams,  and  Edward  Eutled^e,  re]ir('sentinL':  Congress,  at 
the  I'illop  Ibaise,  still  standing  at  'J'ot teiiville.  He  hoiM-d 
terms  could  be  auTeeil  on  to  mutual  satisfaction,  and  peace  re- 
storeiL   Eut  it  w  as  now  too  lare. 

I'ou.r  ihiys  after  this  laudable  Imt  abortive  attempt,  on  S^ep- 
teml)er  l.">,  ITTt!.  rb'tieiMl  Howe  moved  on  to  the  investment  of 
Xew  York.    lanbarlcinu  Ids  troops  in  barues  iyinu  in  Newtown 


THF  HKVFRLV  KOr.IXSON  HOL'SK,  F.IUriH-  IX 
IT.jO,  OX  KAST  BANK  UK  TIIK  HUDSON.  NKAKI.V 
OPPOSITK  WEST  rOIM.  AKNiiLU's  II K  A  rK^C  A  KT  1- 1;S 
WinLF.  PLAXXIXG  HIS  TRI  ACHFRV  WITH  ANDllL. 


298 


THE    EML'IKE   STATE    IN    TIIUEE  CENTURIES. 


Creek,  Avliile  five  frigates  cauiioiuKliMl  the  sliore  at  Kip's  Uay 
(iieai'  EasI  'I'liiil y-f()Ui-tli  Strceli,  tlic  wonl  for  adsaiu'e  was 
i;iveii,  and  no  (i|)])(»sit ion  \\as  nuulc  to  their  landing,  or  tiieir 
niareh  to  the  city  at  th(  soiitliern  eml  of  the  islarid.  As  the  l'>nu- 
lish  luaiched  in  on  the  east  siile,  (leiieral  rulnani  niai-ched  oni 
ahjni;'  tlie  ^\('ste^•n  ed^e,  w  hile  Washington  occn[>ie(l  (lie  llei^'hls 
west  of  llai'leni.  Here  was  fonulit  an  important  battle  on  the 
uext  day,  Se[»tendier  1C>,  resnllinu  iu  the  re[>n!se  of  the  lai.Lilish 
forces  en^aized.  These  wei-e  not  many,  hut  it  was  the  tii-st 
instali<-e  of  the  pow(  r  of  American  soldiers  to  drivp  the  Enio- 
peans  from  tlie  tield,  and  tli(nii;h  it  cost  the  lives  of  tiie  two 
Amei-ican  commanders,  ( "oloiud  Know  llon  and  Ma  jor  I.i'itch,  the 
event  had  an  inspirin^  effect  upon  the  pati-iot  aiiny.  A  taldet, 
placed  near  lllUh  Street,  on  one  of  the  Columbia  Cniversity 
bnihlin^s,  whitdi  occupy  the  site  where  the  battle  was  fon,ulit. 
ap[>ropiiately  commemorates  this  fust  real  victoi'v  of  tlie  Ameri- 
cans in  a  reunlar  "stand-tip"  ti.ulit  with  the  ]>ritish.  P>nt  valor 
availed  little  with  the  odds  so  greatly  against  them  in  tlie  early 
part  of  the  stru.u^le. 

In  or<b'r  to  dislodge  W'ashi ni;t on  fr(tm  his  advanta.2:eons  posi- 
tion on  the  Heights  in  New  "^'ork  City  now  nanuMl  after  him, 
General  Howe  resohed  n])oii  a  wide  detoni-  to  get  into  his  rear. 
He  hnided  in  ^\'est(  hester  ('ounty  on  the  east  side  of  the  F.ronx 
Kiver;  but  \\'ashington  was  waiting  for  him  on  the  west  side. 
As  Howe  moved  northward,  \N'ashington  nio\'ed  in  a  parallel 
line;  and  Aaron  I'.uri'  distinguished  himself  by  leading  a  daring 
assault  on  a  blockhouse  near  the  present  West  I'arms,  luiilt  by 
C)li\('r  He  Lancey,  brother  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  a  rabid 
Tory;  tlie  garrison  surreinlering  without  a  shot,  as  though  they 
Avei'e  paralyzed  by  the  audaciiy  of  the  mo\ei[ient. 

The  parallel  marches  led  at  last  to  a  collision  a  score  of  miles 
farther  njt,  where  was  fought  the  battle  of  White  IMains  on 
October  2S.  1770.  It  was  again  a  ^"ictol■y  for  tin-  Americans,  for 
in  the  attack  u{  ('hatter'(U)  Hill  Howe  lost  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men  against  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  Americans,  and 
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<lisc-iTL't  ly  wit  lidrcw.  WasIiiiiL^tnii  fell  l»;ick  u  litilc  furilici- 
noidi,  ;iii<l  ;!t  Xnrlli  ('asllc  held  a  iiosiiioii  so  sti-oiii;  thai  llnwc 
(ii<l  not  attciuiit  ro  (lis|(.(li.'('  him  at  all,  l>iit  went  Itai  l^  to  New 
^'o^l^.  \\'ashiu,ut oil  iiad  talvcii  all  his  iroojis  I'l-oiii  .Manhattan 
Island,  «'Xc('])t  a  nai-i  ison  (d'  m  arly  thi  fc  i  honsand^  men  at  I'oi-t 
Washington.  Those  were  now  ]l<'si('^(■d.  and  al'toi-  a  braNC  de- 
fense snrrendeicd  on  Xo\endter  Id,  ITKi. 

'I'his  emled  the  camiiaiun  for  I  Ik-  ]iossession  of  N''W  "^'ork  ( 'ity. 
I'l'oni  this  date  until  the  e\ariiation  at  the  end  of  the  war,  on 
No\end»ei-  2."),  ITS,"'),  exactly  se\<'ii  yeai-s,  the  capital  of  the  old 
|iro\  ince  of  Xen'  \'ork  i-emained  n  iii  n  t  ei-rn]il  eil  ly  and  nnilisi>nted 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Here  was  s(d  n|i  a  (piasi -^overnineid 
for  the  |)ro\ince.  \\iTh  (Jein-ral  dames  Koliei'tson  as  military 
i;o\ernor  in  ITSd,  hut  it  was  a  mere  liition  of  a  n'overnment, 
excejd  for  the  tlii'ce  islands — Manhattan,  Stalen,  and  l.oni: 
— whi(di  were  snl»ject  to  the  eneniy  and  where  many  Torios 
dw(d(.  Till'  remain{le)- (d'  the  j)ro^ince,  however,  was  con\erte<1 
int<t  a  State  in  1777,  whereid'  more  will  apjx'ar  in  onr  next 
idia]»ter. 

The  year  which  saw  fh<'  birth  of  inde]iendence  was  one  nf  ap- 
parent disastei- to  its  cause.  Xe\v  ^'ork  ('ily  w  as  liop(dessly  lost. 
There  was  oidy  a  remnan.t  id'  an  aririy  A\  ith  the  comman(h'r-in- 
cldef.  and  that  had  been  nncei cmouiou^ly  chase<1  b\  a  mere 
ilivisiou  of  the  I>riiish  army,  nndei  Connv.illis,  (dear  across  and 
out  of  New  Jersey  into  rennsyhania.  But  late  in  1770  Wash- 
ington made  a  fierce  (dTort  to  retrieve  the  situation.  It  was 
the  castinu  of  e\-eiy  1io]»e  ujion  a  single  (diance.  It  A\'as  "  coii- 
(jtier  or  die"  (the  motto  of  his  life  L^uarf]  i  wdtli  him.  .Vnd  he 
conquered  at  Trenton  on  Hecendier  lJ."),  177(1;  auain  at  I'rinccton 
on  January  .'k  1777.  Coi-nw  allis  liad  his  tirsi  taste  of  the  siditilty 
and  prom]itness  of  his  opponent,  who  j^ot  more  than  even  with 
liim  in  17S1  for  the  (  base  of  177!'). 

I'oi-  Xeu  \itvk  the  yeai-  1777  is  made  memorable  in  lJe\'olu- 
tioiiary  histor\  by  the  ceh  brated  campaign  of  Tiur^oyne.  endiiiu' 
ill  the  latt<'r's  sniicnder.    The  ]tlan  of  177.'"),  quoted  at  the  be^in- 
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iiiuj;'  of  this  cliaptoi',  was  si  ill  \\()rkinL;  in  llic  iiiin<1s  of  the  llrii- 
ish  ministry,  and  \\as  loo  l'(io«1  to  ,ni\<'  n]i,  even  llioii^li  it  now 
aimed  at  s(»nict  liinu  more  than  pnnisliiiiL;  .Alassacliusct  t  s.  'riic 
lower  end  of  ilir  line  iM-twccn  (Jnclioc  and  New  Vork  liad  lucn 
secured;  flic  n|i|iei-  end  was  Tiot  for  a  moment  in  <lanuer  aficr 
tlu'  spi'inu  of  ITTti.  Tlie  jioiiu  yet  to  secure  was  that  at  the  iiiid- 
<lle — Albany.  To  tliis  ]»oiiit  it  was  ])lanned  to  converge  tiiree 
exi)edit ions.  One  A\as  to  l:,o  up  the  Si.  Lawreiu'c.  cross  L.-dvC 
Ontario,  and  then  land  at  ()swe^(i,  ili<'  ohi  familial-  i-oiite  of 
French  ami  Indian  incursions  into  the  center  of  westeiai  New 
York.  Thence  the  ]tro,uress  was  to  be  alon^  the  Oswec^o  into  the 
interi(n*,  eastward  to  the  headwaters  of  the  ?*l(diawlc,  reducing 
the  forts  thei-e,  am!  further  aloni;'  the  ]\loh;nvk  lii\ei-  to  Al!)any. 
The  second  and  main  expedit  ion  waste  folloAV  1ha1  other  familiar 
loute  of  Fremdi  incursion:  the  St.  I>awi'ence,  the  St.  John.  Lakes 
Chamidain  and  (leor^e,  the  upjier  Hudson,  and  so  to  Albany. 
The  third  nundjer  in  this  excelhuit  proiiTamme  was  for  Sir  Will- 
iam Howe  to  execute,  liy  coming  up  from  liis  secure  jxtsl  at  Xew 
York  ahm.u'  the  lu-oad  bosom  of  the  Hudsoji  lo  that  same  objec- 
tive point,  the  (]uaint  old  town  of  .Vlbany. 

The  master  spirit  who  was  to  direct  this  s]dendi<l  enter]>riso 
Avas  carefully  sidected.  General  John  lUir^oyne  was  of  humble 
birth,  but  a  man  of  many  brilliant  ]Kirts.  Tie  was  a  poet  and 
dramatist  of  some  success,  and  as  a  member  of  rarlianicnt  hi' 
liad  gained  distinction  as  a  speaker  of  considerable  oratorical 
power.  Creasy,  in  his  llfteen  Decisive  liattles,"  says  of  him 
that  "he  had  iiaine(l  cidebi'iiy  by  some  bold  and  dashing'  ex- 
ploits in  I'ortu^al  du'-inn-  ];isl  -war  [S<»\-en  Years'  ^^'al■];  he 
A\as  }tersounlly  as  brav(>  an  ollicer  as  e\cr  headeil  r.i-itish  troo])s; 
he  liad  cousidei'able  skill  as  a  tactician,  and  his  Licnci-al  int»  1- 
lectual  al)iliti(^s  and  ac(]uirements  were  of  a  hiuh  ordei-."'  Tie 
had  lieen  ^^'ith  TTowe  at  T'.oslon  and  had  Avitnesscd  IIh'  battle  (d' 
Bunker  TTill.  Tn  ITTo  he  had  Lione  to  T']n^land,  and  in  ]iersonal 
conferences  with  the  kin,u'  tliis  campaiuti  was  discussed  in  all  its 
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.Ictiiils.  n<'  returnod  to  Qucboc  with  tlio  commission  to  coudiict 
i!  w  ith  all  tlio  troops  Carlctoii  coiiUl  spare. 

Tlic  r.ritisli  ministry  did  not  think  a  lar_<j,e  army  was  noces- 
v^ai'V  for  (he  undertaking;,  as  ihcv  I'cIiiMl  n]t(in  the  risini;  of  tho 
]M'(i]tle  well  alToctod  to  the  motlir'r  count  iw  in  noi  ihcrn  New 
^'oik  and  N'crmont,  and  espec-ially  in  tlio  Mohau  k  \'all('y,  where 
tin'  Johnson  intliience  was  supreme.  Hur^uoyue  started  on  bis 
\\-ay  to  Albany  with  alxmt  seven  thousand  men  of  the  regular 
ai-my,  a  force  of  five  hundred  artillery,  about,  one  hitndred 
ami  tifly  ^^'anadians,  armed  with  axes  and  other  tools,  needed  for 
niakin,ii'  progress  through  the  forest,  and  an  tmcei-tain  and  tluc- 
tuatinp:  number  of  Indians;  for  good  King  <  Jeorge  had  deter- 
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mined  to  let  loose  the  red  de^■ils  on  his  rebellious  provincials, 
against  the  protest  of  many  of  his  own  ofticers. 

Burgoyne  took  the  field  on  June  1.  1777.  and  on  dune  l(i  he  had 
reached  Crown  Point.  The  Americans  had  made  no  attempt  to 
hold  this,  but  at  Ticonderoga  was  (lenei-ad  J^t.  Cla-r  with  about 
three  thousand  men.  The  position  was  deemed  impregnable; 
but  there  was  a  crag  six  hundred  feet  high  overlooldng  it  which 
was  sttpposed  inaccessible  to  num  or  canmui.  ^^'llen.  therefore, 
on  July  5,  it  was  found  that  the  im]iossible  had  been  d(Uie,  and  a 
b;ittery  of  good-sizi.'d  guns  \A-as  looking  down  on  them,  the  garri- 
i^on  at  Ticonderoga  resolved  to  leave.    At  inght  the  lake  was 
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safely  iTusscd  l»y  nearly  all  the  iroops,  when  a  house  cauuht 
fire  and  showed  the  last  of  t  he  reai- .miar<l  vaiiishinu  in  the  fo^e^^t. 
The  fortress  was  occupied  and  a  delachinent  under  (ienei'al 
I'raser  sent  in  inirsuit  of  the  Americans,  lie  fell  upon  I  lie  rear 
•iuard  and  w  as  nea.rly  (h'feal«'d,  w  hen  he^w  as  re-enforced  hy  an- 
other detachment.  Ne\('rHi<'less,  the  larger  part  of  St.  ("lair's 
arni\'  succee(le<l  in  leachiiii;  I'oi-t  IMward  on  the  left  or  east  l»aid< 
of  the  IlmNoii.    llei-e  Schuyler  awaile(l  him. 

This  ^en('ral  had  done  all  that  skill  and  enerj^y  could  <h)  to 
block  tin-  eiieuiy"s  ad\  ance,  w  it  hout  men  to  man  forts  or  ammuni- 
tion to  make  f(Uts  uscd'ul.  lie  caused  trees  to  be  felled  across 
roads  and  streams,  interferiiiL';  w  ith  his  proizi'css,  ami  more  tluni 
forty  bridi^es  were  destroyed,  so  that  liur^oyue's  utmost  efforts 
could  ui\c  his  army  a  spee(]  of  only  a  mile  a  day.  I'ort  (leorue 
and  I'ort  Aniu'  were  no  ol)stacle  to  his  advam-e,  and  on  .Tul\'  MO, 
1777,  he  was  at  I'ort  Edwaid.  Avheuce  Schuyh-r  had  retired, 
awaitini;  the  foe  on  tlie  rii^ht  or  west  baidc  of  tlie  Hudson. 

Here  Bur^oyue  issued  ;i  ]U(ndainati(ui  w  hich  was  inteiuled  to 
rally  the  royalists  around  him.  Schuyler  issued  a  countei-  ju-oida- 
iiialioii,  and  there  was  no  rallyiuLi.  \'et  the  sit  tuition  seemed  a 
very  serious  oiu'.  The  enemy  was  ])erilously  near  All>auy,  ami 
the  Hudson  was  already  reache(l.  -  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at," 
wr(de  l]dmuml  ]!ui-ke,  "if  both  ofliceis  and  i)ri\ate  men  were 
lii^uhly  elated  with  theii-  ^ood  fortune,  and  (h-enied  that  and 
their  prowess  to  be  irresist  ible ;  i f  t  hey  reuarded  i  heir  enemy  with 
tli(^  ;^featest  contempt;  considered  their  own  toils  to  be  nearly 
at  an  eml;  Albany  to  be  alicady  in  their  hands;  ami  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  norihein  ])i*o\inccs  to  be  rather  a  matter  of  some 
.time  than  an  arduous  task  full  >>(  ditliculiy  and  danuer."  F>ut 
tlie  rapid  toi  i-ent  of  success."  as  r.urke  calle(l  their  e.xperieuces 
thus  far,  was  cominu'  to  a  sudden  stoi)]>a,L;<',  and  the  '"best  laid 
plans'"  were  about  to      sadly  ai^lee." 

On  the  Osweuo  and  .Mohawlc  branch  of  this  combination  was 
sent  ri-eneral  St.  ]>e^cr.  with  only  seven  hundi'ed  r;iUL;-ers.  r>ut 
there  were  the  Indians  to  be  drawn  on  <i(l  and  tlu'  pow- 
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ciTnl  iiitfT'  st  of  tlic  soii-^  (if  Sii-  Willi;i!ii  .rolnisnn.  Tli*-  l;itt'-i-  IijmI 
(li<-<|  ill  1771,  :\\i<\  Sir  Jnhn  .Idlinxpii  hmw  the  l);iriin<'t,  uiio, 

with  <'riiy  .foil  iiMiii,  lii.v  l)j-Mr  li'-i- i  n-iii  w,  Ii;m1  ltimi  i  u  ll  ucih-c  wiili 
t  hf  I II  ll  j  iiois  of  t  Im-  M  oli;i  wk  lli-y  ;i  )|i  I  l)i-  \  oml.  Tiii->i'  liii-li  diosc 
Mm-  ^il|l•  of  ml.  ,is  tlii-\'  riL^iil  to  ilo,  I. lit  liii-y  i  ii  t);i  liioil 

tlic  Iniliwiis  ;ii.';iin-t  rlic  jcilriots  aii'l  srnipliil  iioi  to  im  it'-  tlii-m 
to  i1i-im|s  of  \'io|i-iii-'-  t  liloii;^lioiil  thi.-  wliolo  \\;ir,  Sil'  Jolili  li;iil 
Iti-oii  ;i[)|)oiiiti'i|  l;oii<-!-;i  I  of  the  iiiilili;i  of  'I'l-yoD  f"<iiiiily,  of  wliiih 
.loll  iisl  own  s  r  111-  s'-;i  r .  ( ;  .[oil  iisoii  ll  ;i  ll  si  1 1 -i-'-oi  1  i-i  I  his  f;i  t  lii-r 
ill-law  as  Sii|)ori'it<-iiilo!ii  of  Inilian  Affairs;  In-  i-i-siil'-il  ii'-ar  the 
pn-.-'-iif  city  I'f  A  iii^i  oi-rl;i  jinil  roiiiii-il>  of  Imliaiis  f  i-i-i  j  iii-ti  t  ly 
ini't  ttii-r'-.  Ill-  i-oiiM  turn  ilii-iii  t"  >iiit  his  own  ))iir))osi-s  with 
|M-rfi-ir  i-aso.  aiiil  t  hi-i-i-forc  wa>  (■oii>iil''ri-il  iiu'-foiis  to  tin- 
canst'  of  fr'-oiloiii.  ]\<-  Ih-il  froin  aiT'-^t  to  thi-  w'l-sti-rn  tj-ihi-s  in 
.May.  177."..  Alioiit  tho  <aiii(-  tinn-  Si-lniyloi-  roin  pi-l  h-ij  Sir  John 
to  (li.-ai-ni  hi-  Tory  fol  lo  v.  i-r<.  aiiil  ri-cci  vi-il  his  i)arol<-  to  ri-niain 
(|iiii-t.  Thi-  h'-  hroki'  and  tl<-il  to  ("ana'la.  Ir  was  lhoii;ihl  that 
till-  pri-si-iM-i-  of  rhi-so  Jolm.-ons  in  tin-  army  of  St.  woiiM 
surely  afoiisi-  all  Th<-  T.-ry  .-h-nii-nr  to  .-iijiiiort  his  o.\])i'(lii  ion. 

in  till-  path  of  in\'a>io!i  from  this  ilir<-i-tion  stooi]  Ihr-  solitary 
I'oT-t  Si-hnyh-i-.  Mui-li  ronfiision  has  })'-(-ii  r;i!is'-il  ]>}■  this  name 
;is  to  its  ])rofi>''  loi-atioii.  As  was  >hown  in  tin-  pri-\  ioiis  i-hapt'-r. 
''"■'•ii'-ral  Stanwix  huili  a  fort  of  his  n.imi-  on  the  sitf-  of  tin- 
pi-i->i-nr  Ii'oiiii-.  Ahoiit  th'-  sami-  tinio.  or  somewhat  later,  I'orf 
Si-hiiyh-r  was  erei-tei]  on  the  site  of  tin-  prf-sent  I'tira.  T'.oth 
forts  hail  f;ill(-n  into  sm-l,'  ilecjiy  thai  tla-y  were  ii>e|cs>  for  <](- 
feiise.  Iiiit  in  the  spriii'.^  of  177')  the  ohl  I'ort  Stanwix  was  [iiit 
info  a  ilefcjisi hie  (-oU'litioti  by  oi-iler  <.f  fleneral  Si-lniyli-r,  whom 
^\'a~hin,L;t'*n  ajipoint'-rl  l  omnm  mlej-  of  t  jii-  Xorthern  I)ep;irl- 
nient.  or  Xew  \'orls,  in  177.".  Tin-  i-eiio\a t ei]  fort  \\as  tliert-fore 
nameil  I'oit  Si-lniylei-  aftei-  liini.  aii'l  the  fort  of  the  >;ime  name 
at  f'tira  A\'fis  nor  ii<e<]  iliirin;^-  rhi,-  war  ar  all.  Thus  the  ["(.rt 
Si-hiiylf-r  we  are  (1e;ilji,^  with  in  this  (•anii)ai;jn  mn-f  ]><■  iiinlei- 
stooil  as  heine-  on  tlie  site  of  TNaiie.  Ill  A  pril,  1  777,  ^'oloin-l  r;;,n<e- 
voort  \\-as  orilf-red  ro  ocmpy  Fort  Si  hiiyler  wiih  the  'I'hii-d  Keei. 
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ment  of  Xow  York  fi-oops,  and  ilic  fort ilical ions  had  not  all  hccn 
put  into  projicr  s!ia[ti-  w  hen  St.  Lc^^cr  invcslrd  it. 

The  militia  of  Tryon  County  were  callod  out  to  resist  the  ad- 
vance of  the  P>ritish  and  relieve  the  i;a.rrison  at  this  dislaiii 
outpost.  'I'hose  lliat  responded  were  tdiielly  I'alatines.  IMiese 
peoi>]e  Were  neai'lv  all  stanch  fi'iends  of  lilterty.  At  a  nieeiin;: 
called  in  that  disirict  on  -Vu.uust  27,  ITTl,  they  cani('  out  stron-ly 
iu  fa\'or  of  resistance  to  tin-  o|)]U'essi\ c  measures  of  tlif  moiliT 
country  iu  a  series  of  r-'solutions.  ]'>i^ht  hundi-ed  men  now  c(d- 
lected  under  tlie  leadershii)  of  one  of  tlu'ii'  own  number,  (iener:/ 
Nicolaus  I lercdieimer,  or  llei-kimer,  and  marched  stuidily  west- 
Avard  to  stay  the  prouress  of  St.  I.ei^er.  The  latter  had  now  an 
army  of  seventeen  hundred  nu-n,  conidinu' t  he  Toi'ies  and  Indians, 
and  on  Au.uust  3.  1777,  he  arrived  before  I'ort  S(diuyler.  lie 
demanded  its  surrender.  whi(di  (Jausevoort  derlined,  ami  on 
August  .")  he  tlung  to  the  breeze,  on  a  standard  caiituri'<l  Ijmuii  the 
enemy,  a  llag  inteiuled  for  the  stars  and  stri])es.  It  was  made  of 
a  white  shirt  and  bits  of  re<  I  cloth  fi-om  t  he  pet  t  icoat  of  a  soldier's 
■\vife.  The  Hag  ha<l  been  ollicially  adojited  on  June  14,  previous, 
but  a  sup])]y  of  good  bunting  (•()uld  hardly  have  reached  <ianse- 
voort  in  time.  The  shirt  and  jxdticoat  did  well  enough,  an<l  led 
on  to  gloi-ions  and  nundi  icedcd  vict<iry. 

This  ^^•as  snat(  lied,  howe\ei\  from  the  vei'y  jaws  of  disaster 
and  ap})ro.\imate  defeat,  ('(donel  (iansevooi-t  was  a  most  effect- 
ive and  vigilant  ollicer,  and  notitied  the  apjiroaching  army  under 
Herkimer  that  they  must  be  on  theii'  guard  against  ambuscade. 
They  must  not  enter  a  certain  delile  until  tlie\'  heard  two  signal 
guns  from  the  fort,  ^\hich  was  to  notify  them  that  a  sally  had 
been  made  to  divert  attention  from  their  api)roacli,  and  enable 
tliem  to  cur  tlieir  way  throuuh  the  enemy.  All  these  precautions 
and  devices  wei-e  lost  upon  llerkimei's  host  of  plain  farmers. 
They  knew  of  no  ineijvnilit  ies  of  rank  at  the  town  meeting,  and 
Wf)uld  toleiate  no  sujterioi-  airs  and  dictation  from  ofticers  as 
soldiers.  Thev  qmirrided  and  disi»uted,  and  when  nei'kinu:'r 
hesitate*!  to  advance  until  he  heard  the  sii-nal  mms,  thev  L'(>aded 
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tire  ii:is(il)l('  lici'o  to  iiiadiu'ss  by  insiniiat i ii.u'  that  his  caution 
was  (•(i\\ai'<iici'. 

Thus  t  hey  wen''  in  jin<'  con'li  t  ion  to  wal  k  into  the  tra])  St.  Lci^cr 
had  [ticpaicMl  foi'thcni.  He  sent  I'oiward  ('oloiu  l  John  llulhi', 
a  fi  icnil  and  nciutdxir  of  Sii-  ^^'illiaul  -Johnson,  and  -lose])!!  l*.iaiit, 
a  .Moliawk  Jn<lian,  wliosr  sist<'i'  .Molly  had  bcon  Sir  William's 


Tilt  SIK  I>AXVERS  OSBOUN  LETTEK. 


"actinu  "  wito  for  several  yrars.  These  men  wcro  to  iiitor(('i>t 
I  Icrlvinicr  w  ith  a  party  of  Tories  and  Indians  raiiiiliar  w  ith  the 
couidry,  and  prepare  an  a nihnscadc.  Abmn  Ww  miles  east  of 
the  fort,  or  about  half  way  between  Rome  and  I'tica,  there  ^\•as 
a  drrp  ra\'ine  iimnini;  i!i  a  ^eiu'ral  northerly  ami  southerly 
diicction,  \\itl!  a  semicircdr  ireiidinu  eastward.  The  bottom  was 
niai-shy,  ^,\ith  a  causeway  h-ndiim  thronuh  it.  and  the  uround 
encir(de(l  bv  th(>  sween  of  the  \alle\-  was  liiijh  and  h'V(d.    In  the 
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woods  covering  this  elevation  the  Tories  aud  Indians  lay  in 
ambush,  wailing-  for  the  iiusiis[)eetini^',  althonj;h  forewarned, 
pal  riot  droops. 

About  ten  oVdorlc  in  riie  forenoon  of  August  d,  1777,  Ileild- 
nier's  ai-my  eidered  this  (h'lih',  and  wlieii  they  were  'Wi.'U  within 
the  trap  tlie  enemy  swo(.i»ed  (hiw  n  upon  them  from  tlieir  ln<linp 
places.  The  advanre  guard,  eonsistiug  of  two-tliirds  of  tin- 
troops,  wore  at  once  eut  off  from  their  supply  wagons  and  tlu' 
one  regiment  in  the  rear.  The  latter  tied,  which  Avas  unfortunate, 
for  if  tlu'V  had  forced  their  way  to  the  frcuit  and  joined  their  com- 
rades they  w(»idd  have  found  victory  waitiug  on  their  elTeit. 
For,  though  hard  b'-set  by  a  foe  at  first  iuvisible,  ami,  thcrefoi'e, 
unassailable,  and  upon  the  point  of  giving  way  to  panic,  w  hen 
the  enemy  made  tludr  ap]»earaiu-e  all  thought  of  flight  or  sur 
render  vanished.  Most  ui'  the  Tories  were  of  the  com])any  called 
Johnson's  (Ireens,  a  particularly  \  irulent  s[»e(dmen  of  loyalists, 
who  had  of  fen  harassed  their  (iei'ni:in  neighbors  who  remained 
trtu'  to  their  libt'rties.  beyomi  endui-anc(\ 

The  sight  of  their  persecutoi's  aroused  the  Palatine  militia  to 
an  ungovernable  fury,  whi(di  [)ut  out  of  their  heads  all  thought 
of  (juarter,  either  for  themsehes  or  their  enemies,  and  they 
hurled  themselves  ujton  (ireeiis  and  Indians  alike  in  a  frenzy  of 
rage  wdii(di  nothing  c<itdd  resist.  Amid  the  carnage,  Herkimer, 
whose  horse  had  been  lulled  and  leg  shattered,  sat  upon  his 
sad<lle,  pro])ped  ai;ainst  a  tree,  and  shouted  his  orders  in  broken 
English  or  fulMle(lg(-d  (  Jerman,  till  \icTory  was  assured.  Thus 
was  fought  the  l»att!"  of  Oriskany,  a  nn^st  vital  ehMuent  in  the 
scheme  of  resistaiu'e  to  Uurgoyne's  invasion.  A  sally  from  the 
fort  com]deted  the  discomtiture  of  St.  Leger,  wTjo  retired  soon 
after  upon  the  ri'port  that  .\rnold  was  connng  with  a  force 
whose  size  was  industriously  exagg(U'ated  by  friendly  Indians. 
Tlius  the  western  avenue  sel(>cted  by  the  P>ritisli  nniustry  for 
tludr  army  on  its  way  to  Albany  pro\-ed  im [)ra(  ticable.  and  lUir- 
goyne  was  destined  to  go  withont  the  sup]»i>rt  t(^  C(une  thence. 

Equally  disappointing  was  the  support  and  co-operation  to  be 
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;!( Hoided  liiiii  fi'diii  the  lower  end  of  the  Ihnlsoii.  lii  a  goucral 
way  Sir  ^^'illialll  llowc  knew  that  Im-  was  rxixTted  to  go  up  the 
river  in  force  and  sustain  tlie  movement  along'  the  iipi)er  Hud- 
son toward  Albany.  lUit  the  specitiv  orders,  leaving  him  no  <lis- 
d'ction,  failed  to  rea(di  him  iM'caiise  tliey  were  inadvertentlx 
liigeondioled.  He  us'mI  ins  discretion  liy  proccoding  to  take  I'liil- 
adelphia.  He  did  tal<e  it.  l)ul  w  hen  I'^ranklin  lieard  of  it  he  saw 
that  it  was  much  rather  a  rase  (if  rhiladcdphia  taking  H(M\e. 
it  was  a  useless  accession  foi'  strategie  pur]»oses,  and  it  was  the 
death  blow  to  Burgoyne's  campaign.  I'rofessoi-  Mske  does  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  "  Bui'goyne's  fate  was  })ractically  decided 
w  hen  H()W'<' arrix'ed  at  l^Ucton." 

'JMio  blunder  was  at  once  seen  and  keenly  n])preciated  by  the 
lynx-eyed  Washington.  He  gave  Howe  battle  at  Brandy  wine 
on  September  11,  and  again  at  ("lermantown  on  October  4,  and 
the  ])ati'iots  were  defeated  each  time.  But  Howe  was  detained 
and  lured  by  this  sti-cnuous  oppositi(m  into  thinking  his  exploit 
of  great  ini])ortance.  And  so  it  xvas  for  the  northern  campaign, 
which  was  made  the  occasion  for  slights  and  abuses  of  Wash- 
ington, before  and  after,  but  the  success  rtf  which  Avas  in  no 
small  measui-e  due  to  the  commandei'-in-chief.  Yet  Howe  had 
not  quite  ff)rgotten  Burgoyne.  Taking  eighteen  thousand  nn-n 
to  IMiiladelpliia  he  left  seven  thousand  with  riinton  at  New 
York,  with  orders  to  take  a  ]>ai-t  of  these  and  go  u])  to  the  relief, 
or  rather  sup])ort,  of  Burgoyne.  T'linton  was  in  no  hui-ry;  he 
waut(Ml  a  little  stronger  force  at  New  York  before  he  started, 
ami  waited  until  the  arrival  of  three  thousaml  soldiers  fi-oui 
IjUgland  in  Se])tend)ei'.  Then,  on  tiu'  20th,  w  hen  I'.ui-goyne  had 
e\]terienced  his  first  defeat,  he  began  his  progress  U|>  the  Hudson. 

This  could  not  bo  conducted  with  any  great  ra]»idity,  for  the 
patriots  had  taken  good  care  to  make  the  passage  of  the  river 
as  dilhcult  as  possible.  Tn  ]ueeting  the  B.ritish  ])lan  of  1  TTo,  the 
ant  hoT-it  ies  of  Xcw  Y(U-1-:  had  oi'd(M'ed  that  "  a  jxist  ho  talccTi  in  the 
Highlands  on  each  side  (d*  the  Hudson's  Biver,  and  batteries  be 
erected,  and  that  experienced  persons  b<^  immediately  sent  to 
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exauiiiio  said  river  in  (»r<lt'i-  ((•  discover  w  here  it  would  l^e  iaos( 
advisable  and  projier  to  (d)slrii(  t  the  naviuai iori." 

Ill  lUirsuaiu-e  of  this  or<ler,  I'oi't  Mont L;iimerv  was  ereelei] 
above  !^tony  I'oiiit,  alxMit  oj)]»osile  Anthony's  Nose,  just  at  the 
OTitraiu-e  of  the  II  iL;hhiii<Is.  I'roin  the  fiioi  of  tlie  roei;v  iiroiiioii- 
tory  on  wliich  it  stoo<h  a  rhain  eiuliteen  hundred  fe(M  was 
stretcdied  to  the  l)ase  of  Antlioliy's  Nose,  j)art  (d'  w  hieh  had  been 
br()Ui.'ht  (h)V,n  fi-oni  'i'ic< .nderoua,  where  it  liad  sei'\'ed  to  obstruci 
tlie  entrance  to  tlie  Soi-rel  Ki\'er;  wliat  it  had  larked  in  length 
to  span  the  broader  Hudson  had  been  nianufaeUire(l  at  J'ouuh- 
k<H'])sie,  where  indnslrv  liad  alrea<1y  taken  its  seat  iii  tlie  sliape 
of  forces  and  iron  werks.  A  liooni  (d'  loi:s  sw  un^  in  front  of  tho 
chain,  and  l»artei-ies  on  tlie  shores  L^narded  the  approaeh  to  it. 
Those  who  are  familiar  \\ith  West  I'oint  will  know  where  Fort 
Clinton  was  erected. 

Froia  IMuiu  I'oint  to  lN)llaiK'l  o]-  rollejx'l  Islainl  I  so  named 
because  it  resenibles  the  u[)turnedi  bowl  n(  a  ladle,  which  the 
I)ut(di  call  a  polleiKd),  a  (dieveaux-ded'rise  was  ectnstructed.  To 
make  .tttacks  on  these  obstructions  at  both  ,^ates  of  the  lliuh- 
lands  the  liioi'e  <laiiL;er' ais,  lire  sliijis  were  made  (d'  rafts  loaded 
with  liiuhly  inllammalde  material,  ready  to  tloat  down  in  masses 
of  (lame  auaiiist  any  intruder.  The  folds  were  bei;un  in  lite 
autumn  «d"  177."),  and,  w  ith  t!i<'  ^'arious  concomitant  obstruct  inu 
de\'ices,  tinished  in  the  summer  (d'  177d.  Itiirini;  that  of  1777. 
with  tli<'  r.nrL'dyne  cani]>aiuii  and  its  three  divisions  threat eiiinu' 
from  all  sidj-s,  two  additional  forts  were  built:  Vori  Independ- 
ence, at  reekskill,  and  I'ort  Const  it  uti(Ui  (in  honor  id'  the  State 
( "oust  i  I  u  t  ion  jus!  atlopted  ),  on  ( 'oust  it  ution  Island.  ( )n  the  east 
(Jeiieral  Putnam  commanded  with  a  force  of  four  thousand  nieii 
umler  him.  On  the  west  wer(>  (lenerals  CJtMir.ue  and  James  Clin- 
ton, the  former  ^overiKU'  of  the  Sla.te.  v,ith  an  altogether  iiuKb'- 
qua  I  e  foi-ce  ( d  ndl  i i  ia. 

(leueral  Sir  Ib'ury  Clinton  had  no  diflicult^■  in  foilinu  tn'  fo(d- 
in.U'  <b'ar  old  (ieiiera!  rutnam,  so  sideiididly  bI•a^"e  but  so  con- 
spictiously  niimilitary  from  a  professional  standpoint.    It  was  he 
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w  had  left  the  Jamaica  Pass  unguarded  at  llic  batllo  of  Long 
Island;  and  Sit-  Henry  easily  misled  him  by  a  feiuned  attack  on 
reekskill.  \\'lMle  busy  meeting  this  atlacl<  thai  did  not  come, 
Tntnam  let  the  IJiiiish  slip  ()\-er  to  the  (ithei-  side  and  hind  nn- 
niolested  at  Slony  Point.  'i"he\'  did  not  iiio])ose  to  waste  time  on 
(lie  (  hain,  bn(  niafclied  aionnd  the  wcst^'vn  base  id'  Dii ndeibei-L; 
.Monntain.  On  ()cl(.l)er  7  Sir  Ilciiiy  w.is  Ixd'oie  I'oit  Mont- 
gomery. The  raw  militia  of  the  iiciuidtoihood,  niunbi'iini;  only 
si\  hnmlred  m<-n,  had  been  hastily  thiown  into  the  fort,  and 
fonizht  against  the  snpiM  ior  force  (d  the  eiii'my  from  im^rnihL;,  till 
twilii^ht,  when  they  i-etreated  to  i'ort 
(Minten,  leaving  half  rlieii-  nnndn'r  be- 
hind in  dea>d.  w  onnded,  and  prisoners. 

The  npper  fort  cotdd  not  h(dd  out 
after  the  foianer  was  taken,  and  thus 
the  enemy  was  masler  <if  the  situation 
in  the  IIi,i;hlands,  on  the  "\^'est  side, 
where  Putnam,  witii  his  four  thou- 
sand, does  not  seem  to  have  come  over 
to  disturb  their  iieace.  ^feanwhile  the 
enemy's  shijis  had  also  jtasscd  the  for- 
midable chain.  I'ire  shi])s  had  blazed,  ,.  ^. 
and  cannons  exploded,  and  nuiLia-  //K'/i 
zine  had  })lown  ujt;  but  when  all  this 

hubbub  had  ceased  making-  its  tine  re-        ^j.,  ^j^^^-vr,-,  osbukn'. 
vei'berations  amon.u'  tln^  mountains, 

there  was  n(dhini;  nor  an>  body  left  to  prevent  tho  English  from 
quietly  loosening  the  tdiain  and  boom.  On  the  mornini.'  follow- 
ing', Oct(d)er  8,  1777,  the  tleet  of  the  enemy  passed  u))  the  river, 
pouring  sln^t  ami  shidl  into  every  farmhouse  they  could  descry 
amid  the  woodlands  of  the  valleys,  or  clinging  to  the  sides  of  the 
hills. 

Sir  Ilenr}'  Clinton  remained  at  T'^ort  ^rontgomery,  and  as  the 
way  was  now  o])en  to  Albany,  sent  (bMU'ral  \'anghan  with  sev- 
eral frigates  and  the  larger  portion  of  his  troojis  to  meet  P»ur- 
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goyno  tliorc  In  airy  stylo  he  Avroto  to  tlio  latter:  "  Xoiis  ;/  roici, 
and  iKitliinj;'  bot^A'('(■n  nic  and  (Jatos.  I  sinccri'ly  Inipc  this  iitllc 
siR-coss  {)(  ours  will  faeilitate  your  operations."'  This  disi)at(  li 
was  dated  October  8,  at  Foi-t  Monl -omeiy.  On  <")et(jbor  7  I'.ur- 
g'f)yne  li;id  been  beaten  for  the  second  ;iiid  last  time,  so  that  the 
success  of  Clinton  a  hundred  miles  down  the  I'iver  did  not  facili- 
tate aDythin;j;  exce]»t  his  sui-rendei'.  I>ut  15ur,i;oyne  n<'^■<■r  had  a 
chance  to  consider  ihe  "  little  sue  cess  "  as  an  elenn'nL  in  t  he  ^amc 
he  was  pla^inij,'  at  all.  Tlu'  disi)atch  was  rolled  u]>  into  a  siher 
bullet  and  t;iveu  to  a  courier.  lie  ^A■as  caught  al  Kingston,  seen 
to  swallow  something,  given  an  emetic,  yielded  up  bullet  and 
dispat(di,  and  was  hanged  as  a  si)y  for  his  jiains. 

General  'N^aughan  accomidished  n(»th!ng,  of  course,  in  aid  of 
Burgoyne.  But  he  vented  his  spite  upon  Kingston  on  his  way  u]). 
Tlie  enemy  could  not  resist  stopping  to  burn  and  desolate  the 
place  where  the  birth  of  the  State  had  just  been  proclaimed, 
where  its  constitution  had  been  read  in  the  In-aring  of  the  people, 
and  which  was  the  ca])ital  of  the  new  and  lujiieful  common- 
wealth. Kingston  ^\as  a  pretty  village  with  some  substantial 
houses,  arid  fortunately  the  Senate  House,"  built  of  S(did  stone, 
did  not  succumb  to  the  flames,  but  stands  to-day  a  nnjnument 
to  these  struggling  beginnings.  But  we  must  defer  this  i)art  of 
our  nari'ative  to  the  next  cluipter.  "We  dwell  n(tw  only  on  the 
sad  fate  that  befcdl  Kingst(m,  becaiise  of  this  connection  with 
State  history.  Cooper,  who,  in  IJonel  Lincoln,  has  gi\en  us 
what  has  been  called  the  best  description  of  the  battle  of  P.unker 
Hill,  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  Leatherstocldng  in  the  Pioneers 
a  vivid  account,  as  by  an  eyewitness,  of  the  burning  of  the  village 
under  its  ancient  name  of  Sopus,  or  Ivsopus; 

"There's  a  ]»lace  in  them  hills  tliat  I  used  to  climb  when  I 
wanted  to  see  the  carryings  on  of  the  world,  that  'would  ^ve\]  pay 
any  man  for  a  l)arked  shin  or  a  torn  moccasin.  .  .  .  The  jilace  T 
mean  is  next  to  the  rivei-,  where  one  of  the  ridg(^s  juts  out  a  litth' 
from  the  rest,  and  where  the  i-ocdvs  fall  for  the  best  ])art  of  a 
thousand   feet.    ...    I  v\as  on   that   hill   when  Vaughau 
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liuriK'd  't^opris  in  tlic  last  Avar;  and  I  saw  the  vessoLs  coino  nut  of 
the  1  lii;lilaiuls  as  plain  as  [  ran  sco  that  linicscow  rowini;  info 
the  Susqiu'liann'a.  tlioii^h  one  was  twenty  times  fnrlhci-  ti-oni 
luc  than  the  other.  The  river  A\as  in  si^ht  for  se\enty  miles, 
lookini;'  like  a  curled  slia\"inu  under  my  teet.  tlion^li  it  was  eiLrhl 
loiii;'  miles  to  its  banks.  .  .  .  As  for  'Sopus,  the  day  the 
royal  troops  burned  rlu'  town  the  smoke  seemed  so  nii;h  that  1 
thoni!,lit  I  coiild  hear  the  sereetdies  of  the  women."' 

So  there  was  nobody  to  wait  for  lUiruoyne's  eonunc,'  at  Albany 
but  thedesi)ise(l  American,  army  A\  ith  its  I'idiculiuisly  uuscientitie 
way  of  drossini;  and  doinu'  things.  As  we  saw,  he  had  rcufhed 
i'^'ort  Edward  on  duly  ;!(>.  1777.  Almost  imme(liately  after  oc- 
curred the  tragedy  of  A\  hi(  h  Miss  Jane  McCrai'  was  the  victim. 
Taken  by  Indians  of  the  F.rilish  siile,  and  slain  by  Amei-ii-an 
bullets  in  the  atti-mpt  to  recovei-  Inn-  from  her  captors,  who  there- 
upon scalped  her,  a  story  of  Idood  and  ( laudty  much  mor<'  wanton 
■was  made  out  of  it  at  tlu^  rime,  greatly  to  tlu"  disad\"ant age  of 
the  British  hosts,  and  sei  uring  hundreds  of  young  men  buriung 
with  indignation  as  i-ecruits  f(.i'  the  American  caus(\  S(diuyler 
established  a  cam]>  at  Stillwater,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Hudson  some  miles  below  I'orl  Edward,  f(U'  the  recei>tion  of 
th(\se  and  other  recruits  That  wcvo  ilo(d-:ing  to  him  from  all  sides; 
and  while  he  could  do  iro  lighting,  his  energetic  measures  cut  off 
sn])])lies  of  food  almost  com]»letely  from  the  enemy. 

I!urg<iyne  heard  of  a  large  (piantity  of  st<u-es  and  pro\  isions 
at  Bennington,  ^'t.,  and  he  sent  a  j)arty  of  (lei-mans,  Tana- 
dians,  ami  Tories  undei^  Cohuivd  Baum  to  capture  them.  It  was 
here,  on  August  IS.  1777,  that  r>urgdym''s  torn-nt  of  success" 
met  with  its  hi-st  inteirnpt ion.  (i(Mieral  J(din  Starke  and  the 
Gre(-n  ^Mountain  F.oys  mer  Baum,  and  Molly  Stai'ke  did  not  be- 
come a  Avidow  nor  did  rli<^  British  get  the  st(U-es.  Away  ilown  at 
Ne\v  I.ots.  Lonu'  Island,  in  the  Bapalje  farndiouse,  still  standing 
on  the  y<'w  Lots  Bead.  Bi'ooklyn,  T'ohmel  I'lhan  Allen  heard  the 
news  of  til*'  victory  of  his  (lr<'en  Mountain  Boys,  and  was  ar- 
rested foi-  shout  inu  hims(df  hoarse  and  swiimim:-  his  hat  on  the 
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topof  tlic  n(»\\;ird  I  louse  Tavern  iwliicli  stood  till  ISS.")),  near  the 
Jamaica  i'ass. 

It  was  a  i;i'iin  expcrienc*'  for  r.ui-^()\ ne,  lio\\o\'er,  with  no  fooil 
brought  back  and  seveii  hundred  prisoners  left  Ix  iiind.  !l  also 
n<Mitralize(l  his  pro*  lanial  ions,  and  sent  uioi-e  uh'Ii  to  Schuyler's 
canijt.  And  by  t  his  time  i  he  news  of  ( )risl:any  and  I  'ort  Schu  \  lei- 
bad  reached  him,  rendei  iiiL;  matters  still  more  dnldons.  I  b  could 
not  reti'caf,  he  could  not  siai-\<',  and  tighting  was  not  nearly  so 
sure  of  ending  as  he  wanted  it,  as  before.  Yet  light  he  must. 
Schuyler  was  ready  for  him  now.  It  was  he  who  had  di-awn  Ihe 
meshes  of  this  desperate  situation  aiouud  the  British  general 
aud  the  formidable  ai'm\'  th.it  niighl  so  easily  ha\'e  ladned  the 
cause  of  Amei  ica.  V>y  his  foresight  and  ]ir(Mnptness  St.  Leger's 
campaign  had  been  eliminated  as  an  auxiliary.  ('onli<lence  in 
him  had  dra^\'n  the  \\a\ering  i)rovincials  from  throwing  in  theii- 
aid  and  supjtort  ^\ith  llie  enemy,  ami  liad  brought  them  in  ade- 
quate numbers  to  his  sian(bii(h 

All  liad  been  done  to  insure  victoi'y  and  glory  in  the  fight  that 
was  imminent — when,  l)y  a  piece  of  mere  i)olitical  intrigue,  or 
"pull,"'  even  then — the  meanest  creature  by  all  odds  that  the 
exigem-ies  of  the  i;ev(du(  ionary  \\;\v  brought  forv\-ard  into  ])ul)lic 
gaze,  was  a]i])ointed  by  ('ongr*  ss  to  supersede  (leneral  Schuyler, 
and  reap  the  harvest  of  success  that  \\"as  just  ri])ening  for  the 
better  man.  This  was  Horatio  dates,  whom  we  shall  just  men- 
tiou  here  for  accuracy's  sake,  but  \\  liose  ]»art  in  the  subse<iuent 
proc<'ediiigs.  th(»U!j,h  he  was  commander-in-chief,  was  smdi  that 
nothing  is  lost  l>y  not  mentioning  him  again,  \\hich  is  a  relief 
to  the  sj'ii'it.  (Jeneral  S(  huyler  v\'as  so  great  a  man  that  lu^ 
wtuit  on  as  if  nothing  ha<i  haiqxMied,  fix  ing  the  creature  who  had 
come  up  to  the  northern  aimy  the  fullest  benefit  of  his  ad\ice 
and  his  disjiosil  ions. 

The  t\\o  battles  of  Saratoga  decided  the  fate  of  the  ex])edition 
thai  had  made  smdi  .i  sMr  in  f  \\'o  ndi'lds,  the  old  and  llu'  new. 
The  first  was  fought  near  flemis  Heights,  a  hill  two  miles  above 
Stillwater,  njion  which  (he  Americans  had  posted  themscdves 
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advantagooiisl}',  witli  their  rii;lit  wiiii;  rc'STin;^  \}]nm  ihe  Hudson 
Kivci',  llowiii^' placidly  alonu,  as  the  iiainc  of  the  phit-c  indicates. 
(Jeiieral  AriioM 'coimnanded  the  left  wiiiu,  where  the  T'.ritish 
ii_i;lit  opposed  him  under  Tleneral  I'raser.  Here  the  battle  l)e;L:;ui, 
each  ueiieral  iryiiii:'  to  tuni  the  otiier's  think.  Arnohl's  men 
followed  their  im]>etuons  leadei'  with  su(di  elTect  that  l''raser"s 
line,  althoUL;h  re-eufoiced  from  tiie  center,  l)(\uan  to  wavei'. 
Arnold  was  in  urgent  need  of  re-enforcements  and  l)Ogj;cd  for 
fhem,  but  thoy  ^vevo  denied  him,  nevertholess  victftry  seemed 
about  to  crown  his  efforts  when  tli(»  enemy's  i-i^iiht,  under  Gen- 
erals Philips  and  Kiedesel,  of  the  Germans,  came  to  the  rescue. 
There  was  then  a  , 
lull  iu  the  battle 
for  some  time. 


Burp,-oyne    or-    ^^^-^tt^       ,,  .   ^  ,  „^ 

dei'ed    a    cannon-   '^^'v;'.    ^>^^      ,      •       :  _    i^^-    ■  V/'lJ? 


ade    atrainst-    the  -^S;'-^-'-    ■■—:r'r;imi\iEit'$.liMli&^^_  . 

whole     American  ..l^jVar-:  1  ::^,i|l|ipI-p-lL;>^^ 

line,  to  which  no 

response    was  '^'^''^'b^Kzi^:^^^ " s^x>^ 
made.      Next  he 

,  1      ,  .  COLUMBIA   COLLEGE,  1758. 

ordered    his  men 

to  dislodge  the  Americans  by  a  bayonet  charge.  Again  no  re- 
sponse was  apparent  until  the  American  works  were  almost 
reached.  Avhen  there  -was  a  repetition  of  r.unker  Hill,  with  an 
additional  spring  of  the  musketeers,  like  tigers,  u]>on  the  ad- 
vancing foe.  l-'or  three  hours  morc^  the  battle  I'aged,  and  still  the 
result  was  uncertain.  It  was  now  that  Aruol<l,  having  again 
been  refus(^d  re-enforcements,  dashed  in  alone  among  his  men, 
a  host  in  himself,  fol]o^^•ed  by  an  aid  from  head»iuarieis  (where 
no  bullets  whizzed  )  trying  to  stop  him.  The  day  was  saved, 
but  no  victory  won;  both  sides  resting  on  their  arms  during  the 
night.  I^ut  the  effect  of  the  battle  was  equivalent  to  a  defeat  for 
Burgoyne,  who  could  not  aff(U'd  to  go  on  with  drawn  battles 
indefinitely  as  the  Amei  icans  on  their  own  ground  miaht.  There 
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was  no  retreat  fur  him  to  r\iu;ula.  for  rieneral  Lincoln,  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, with  two  thousand  New  Eu.uhiii'l  lut-n,  had  capnii-cd 
Ticonderoi;a,  seized  the  battery  on  Mount  Defiance,  and  de- 
stroyed hundreds  of  boats  and  vessels  on  Lake  Cham  plain. 

The  first  battle  of  Saratoi:a,  or  Stillwau  r.  had  been  foii-hi  on 
September  19,  1777.  There  was  an  intei-val  of  only  a  fe^^'  weeks 
durini;'  ^^■hich  l^.uruoyue's  case  did  not  iniiirove.  lie  i-eceived 
word  from  Clinton  that  he  had  start e<l  fi'om  Xew  York,  but  the 
news  that  Howe  had  gained  a  victory  ar  r>randy\\  ine  must  have 
caused  rather  mixed  feelings  of  surprise  and  alarm,  lie  had 
better  have  been  on  the  Hudson  than  on  the  Schuylkill;  bur 
Washington  took  i:ood  care  he  should  not  ^et  baidc. 

It  is  pleasant  to  reiid  in  an  autograph  letter,  possessed  l)y  a 
gentleman  in  Xew  ^'ork  City,  that  ^^•hile  the  two  armies  were 
having  each  other  by  the  throat  in  a  life  and  death  struu'.ule, 
which  meant  life  or  death  also  to  a  nation,  the  hoia-ors  of  -watfare 
even  tlien  could  be  mitigated  by  the  courtesies  of  interrourse 
and  the  considei'ation  diue  to  human  suiTering.  This  letter  was 
addressed  by  Burgoyne  to  Gates,  is  dated  "  Camp  on  I'ehmes's 
heights,"  27th  September,  1777,  and  reads  as  follows: 

"  Sir:  According  to  your  desire  I  send  a  list  of  the  prisoners 
taken  the  19th  Instant,  as  likcAvise  of  those  taken  some  days 
before  and  since  that  period.  I  understand  that  the  discourse 
which  jiassed  bet^\■een  r)octor  Potts  and  Doetoi-  Wood  respected 
a  mutual  k-eve  [■'^ic]  for  a  surgeon  or  physician  to  visit  the 
wounded  prison(n-s  after  an  action.  I  have  not  the  least  objec- 
tion to  that  idea:  and  if  you  have  an  inclination.  Sir,  uimiu  the 
present  occasion  to  send  Doctor  Potts  or  any  oilier  medical  uen- 
tleman  to  my  camp  he  shall  meet  with  due  worslii]i.  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  your  attention  in  sendint:  both  the  servant  an<l  the 
servant's  wife,  and  am.  Sir,  Your  Obeilient  Humble  Servant.  J. 
Burgoyne.  P.  S. — P.usyniss  [■■<i<  ]  prevented  my  answering  your 
letter  sooner,  which  you  ^\-ill  excuse." 

Evidently  Bemis's  Heights  covere(l  more  territory  than  the 
one  hill  the  Ann-ricans  had  occupied  during  the  first  battle, 
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fid'  Burgoyiio  could  not  have  written  a  lottci*  from  a  camp  on 
that  i»articular  hill.  He  had  not  <lislodi;('d  the  Amoi  leans  from 
their  [>osition,  and  the  second  battle  of  Saratoga,  or  Stillwater, 
w  as  fon<;li)  on  October  7  on  precisely  I  lie  same  ground.  The 
tactics  and  conduct  of  it  were  also  much  the  same.  It  begun 
with  an  attem])t  (ui  the  Anierican  h^ft,  ami  I'raser  again  was  the 
leading  sitirit  among  tin-  Rritisli.  (lenei-al  Arnold,  goa<led  to 
e.vasperation  during,  and,  still  nuu-e,  after  the  former  battle  by 
the  unsj)eakable  incubus  who  was  supposed  to  have  at  heart 
the  success  of  the  American  arms,  was  now  without  a  e(uuman<l. 
P>ut  at  a  critical  monnuit  Arnold  rode  into  the  thickest  of  the 
fire  and  turned  the  tide  of  battle.  Fraser  fell  mortally  wounded, 
and  Arnold's  left  leg,  the  same  that  had  been  wounded  at  ( Juebec, 
was  shattered  by  a  bullet,  and  his  horse  killed  under  him.  But 
it  was  in  the  nnnnent  of  victory  that  Arnold  fell,  au<l  it  would 
liave  been  berter  for  him  if  he  had  there  and  tiien  met  the 
glorious  fate  of  Fraser.  The  second  battle  of  Saratoga  left  no 
doubt  in  F»urgoyne's  miml  that  he  had  been  d(»feated. 

There  was  now  a  fcu'ce  of  twenty  thousand  Americans  pressing 
upon  the  remnant  of  P>urgoyne's  great  army  on  all  sides.  \A'hen 
he  retreated  to  the  place  A\  here  he  had  crossed  the  Hudson  on  the 
\yay  to  battle,  three  thousand  Americans  and  several  batteries 
occupied  the  hills  on  the  other  side.  Holding  his  way  to  the 
ford  at  Fort  Edward,  it  a\  as  found  the  Americans  hehl  a  strong 
position  just  above,  between  that  and  I'ort  George.  Just  a  week 
afl<'r  the  last  battle,  P>urgoyne  seut  a  tlag  of  truce  to  the  Ameri- 
can headipmrters,  in(p.iiring  what  terms  of  surriuuler  could  be 
granted.  Unconditiomil  surrendt^r  was  asked  for,  but  there  was 
spirit  enough  left  among  the  Britons  to  repudiate  su(di  a  humilia- 
tion as  that. 

Three  days  later,  oti  October  17,  terms  were  agreed  on,  and 
Clint<ni's  work  at  Forts  ^biutgoraery  and  riintoti  did  ''facilitate" 
sonu'tliing:  the  granting  of  casder  terms  than  might  otherwise 
have  be(ui  exacted.  The  British  army  was  to  march  out  of  camp 
with  the  honors  of  war,  and  deposit  their  arms.    Then  they 
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were  to  inaicli  tlu'dii^li  .Mnssaclmsct ts  to  llosioii,  and  sail  loi- 
Eui'o]»(',  never  to  soi';-e  a,i;ain  in  Aniei'ira  (liii-iuL;  this  war.  'i'liis 
la.st;  tli('j  novor  did  a^ain,  biit  tliey  were  not  sent  to  I^urope. 
Some  dik'nnna  occnri'ed,  whicli  Professor  I'iske  does  not  Iiesi 
tato  to  ascribe  to  llie  had  fait  h  of  ( 'onuress;.  JIn cut  nally  1  lie  men 
were  settl<'<l  in  a  sort  of  cohuiy  in  N'iri^inia,  and  even  aftei-  the 
war  many  jii'efei'i'ed  io  try  tlu'ir  forttnies  in  the  new  conntry. 

Thus  came  to  an  end  the  most  formiihilde  threat  !(»  (lie  cause  of 
independence;  and  ont  of  it  came  its  yrealest  hv\\),  foi-  tlie  snr- 
render  of  P.ur^oyne  broni^ht  hesitating;  I'rance  to  a  (h'cision. 
and  lier  armies  and  fleets  were  soon  sent  ovei-  to  fiLilit  th<'  balth's 
of  fiee(h)in  together,  directly  foi  ns,  indirectly  foi'  t  lienisel  ves. 
But  we  turn  for  a  kist  h)ok  to  incidents  that  .i;rew  out  of  the 
momentous  event,  which  retlect  cre<1it  niion  a  man  of  New  ^'ork, 
and  give  us  a  glimpse  of  conditions  of  life  among  hw  i)eo])le. 
Tlie  wife  of  oiu'  of  the  Hessian  generals  enuau'ed  in  tliis  cam- 
paign,  Jkironess  l{iedes(d,  left  on  recoj-d  memoirs  of  the  e\'ents 
slie  passed  thrtuigh.  She  had  received  no  pleasant  accounts  of 
the  Americans,  and  it  was  with  serimis  api>r(diension  she  and 
her  three  childi-en  proceeded  toward  the  American  camp. 

"As  1  approaclje<I  tlu'  tents,"  slie  wrote,  ''a  noble-looking 
gentleman  came  toward  me  and  took'  the  children  out  of  the 
wagon,  embraced  and  Icissed  them,  and  then,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  helped  nu'  also  to  alight.  Presently  he  said.  'It  may  be 
embarrassing  to  you  to  dine  with  so  many  gentlemen.  If  you 
will  come  with  your  (diildren  to  my  tent,  I  will  give  you  a  frugal 
meal,  but  (^ne  that  will  at  least  be  stnisoned  with  good  wishes.' 
'Oh,  sii','  T  cried,  'you  must  sni'ely  be  a  husband  and  a  fatlier, 
since  you  show  me  so  much  kindness.'  1  then  learned  tliat  he 
was  General  Schuyler."  The  bai'oness  was  also  the  guest  of  the 
Schuylers  at  Albany.  As  they  entered  the  noble  mansioii,  one 
of  the  little  girls  called  out:  "Oh,  mamma,  is  this  the  ])alace 
that  papa  was  to  g(^t  when  he  canu'  to  AnuM'ica?  It  was  slightl>' 
embarrassing  to  have  tliis  frank  avowal  made  of  a  hop(\  which, 
no  (hmbt,  had  often  b(>en  exi»ressed  in  the  child's  hearing,  and 
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wliirli  iii(li'';itc<l  liiiw  s;iiimiin('  the  iiK'iiihcrs  of  the  cxpeditioD 
of  success  and  re\\  ;u'(l. 
One  more  incident  we  can  not  affoi'd  lo  omit,  sinct'  even  Pro- 
fcssoi-  I'iske  makes  mention  of  it  in  a  histoi-y  meant  not  for  New 
\'orlc<TS  only,  but  Americans  in  i^cnci-al.  ]Iuri;(iyne.  in  uitli- 
drawin*;'  fr(;ni  tiie  second  battle,  had  burned  (icncral  S(  li \iyb  i''s 
handsome  c<uint  i-y-scat,  witii  nunu-rous  barns  and  uranarics. 
Afti'r  the  suri-ender  he  \\-ent  to  I]n.L;land,  and  re-enlt-red  Parlia- 
ment, Avhere  he  exhibited  the  unusual  spectacle  of  always  ;id- 


OSWEGO  IN  17tK). 

vocatinii-  the  cause  of  America.  A  few  months  after  his  return 
he  spoke  l)efoTe  Taidiameut  as  follo\^•s: 

"  1  ex[>r<'Ssod  to  (leneral  Schuyler  niy  re.^ret  at  the  e\(Mil  which 
had  happene(l,  and  the  reasons  which  luid  occasion<Ml  it.  He 
desired  me  to  think  no  more  (d'  it,  saying' that  the  <)<■(■. \sion  justi- 
tied  it,  accoi'<lin!.;'  to  the  rules  of  war.  .  .  .  lie  did  moi'e:  he 
sent  an  aid-de-camp  to  conduct  me  to  Albany,  in  ordei',  as  he 
expressed  it,  to  procure  me  better  (luaiteis  tluin  a  sti'anuer 
niie,ht  be  able  to  find.  This  ^cirtleman  conducted  me  to  a  very 
elegant  house,  and  to  my  ^reat  suri)rise  presented  me  to  ^Irs. 
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k^rlniylcr  and  lic  r  fuihilv;  ami  in  tliis  i;<'n('i'a1's  house  I  rciii.iiii(  (| 
duriiiu'  my  whole  stay  at  Albany,  with  a  table  of  more  ili;iu 
twenty  covers  for  me  ami  niy  friends,  and  every  other  possildc 
demonstration  of  hospitality."  How  delightful  il  is  t(»  eonteui- 
[date  this  j^i-andeur  of  soul  liy  the  side  of  that  ci-eepiu^  creatuic 
who  I'l'ajK'd  out  of  this  evt  iit  all  ihis  man's  deseive<l  uhuy,  ami 
then  used  this  false  fame  to  undermine  and  sujiersede  the  com 
niander-in-eliief,  who  lowred  al)o\-e  him  in  eNcry  moral,  manly, 
and  military  (jimlity,  like  Teneriff  ahoAc  a  molediill  I 

It  is  a  ])ity  that  the  traditions  of  fi-ieiidsliip  ami  influence  with 
the  Indians  passed  from  the  Schuyler  family  to  the  Johnsons. 
For  even  the  tribes  of  l  he  lro(juois  lA'a,mie,  adheriuL:,  naturally 
euoui;h  to  tlu'  Euglish  .uovernmeid,  \\herewitli  the_\  had  lieen 
makini;-  treaties  incessnntly  since  Kltil,  as  a  result  of  the  sann' 
process  with  the  Dutt  h  since  lulT,  were  now  let  loose  in  furious 
ra^e  anainst  the  Amei-icans.  I'nfort uimtely  tlndi-  counlrv  was  a 
vital  an<l  extensive  ])ortion  of  New  York  State.  In  the  summer 
of  1778  the  patriots  were  liorritied  l)y  ••  the  massacre  of  Wyom- 
iiiii',"  in  the  valley  of  the  Suscjuehauna  in  rennsylvania,  not  far 
from  the  bor(h'rs  of  New  York.  T'pou  a  settlement  of  liarudess 
sympathizers  with  the  cause  of  liberty  here,  fell  a  party  of 
Mohawk  A'alley  Tories  ami  Indians,  led  by  Tolomd  I'.uth'r,  of 
Oi'iskany  fame.  The  jn'isoners  were  burrie(l  at  IIm'  stake  and 
otller^A■ise  tortured  to  d.eath.  It  was  generally  su])posed  that 
Joseph  ]>rant,  the  Indian  who  Avas  w  ith  liutler  at  Oriskany,  also 
took  ]nirl  in  this  outrage.  It  secuns  he  was  not  here.  Hut  he 
made  u[t  f(n'  the  omission  l)y  sharing  in  an  e<|u;illy  dastardly 
deed  in  XoA'eniber  of  tlie  sairie  year  at  Cherry  A^alle\',  and  this 
place  of  do(Uii  A\  as  w  ithin  the  iKU'ders  of  New  Yorl:,  and  cimcerns 
lis  on  many  accounts. 

Dierry  Valley  was  situated  in  what  Avas  then  calle<l  tlw  ('an;i- 
joliarie  District  of  ^lontuiunery  Counry,  A\lieu  Tryon  Count\ 
AA'as  p,iven  this  more  patriotic  naim\  and  was  divi(h'd  into  its 
five  pTeat  districts.  It  lies  about  ten  miles  back  from  the 
Moha\\k  ITiver,  ^oinp;  in  a  southeasterly  direction  friun  either 
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( "aiiajoharie  or  I'oi't  I'lain.  Tlic  familial-  iM-sorts  of  IJiclificld 
S|»iiii.us  and  t^liaroii  Siiriiius  arc  about  due  west  and  cast  of  it, 
rcsi)t'ftivelj,  aud  Otsego  Lake's  noi'tliciii  c.xtix'init y  is  about  eight 
luilos  to  the  west  of  it. 

'I'lie  valley  is  about  sixt(M'U  miles  long,  and  fi-(»m  one-(]uai-tei- 
of  a  mile  to  one  mile  \\ide.  'i'lie  s[iot  where  the  ])resent  \  illage 
is  located  is  about  one  thousand  (hree  hundied  and  thiity-tive 
feet  above  the  oeean  levd.  Tiie  hills  to  ihe  east  are  a  si)Ui'  of  the 
Catskills,  and  three  miles  from  the  village  rises  ^lotiut  Inde- 
pendence to  a  height  of  (jne  thousand  seven  hundred  feet  above 
the  ^lohawk,  and  two  thousand  feet  above  the  (»(  ean,  thtis  low- 
ering lu^aidy  seven  hundred  feet  above  the  village.  The  pi'os]teet 
fr(.'m  this  ele\'ation  embraces  a  range  of  one  hundred  miles;  the 
Oreeu  ^lountains  are  seen  in  the  blue  distance,  aiul  all  of  north- 
ern New  York  and  the  ^Mohawk  \'alley.  In  IToS  a  patent  for 
eight  thousand  acres  situated  in  this  valley  was  given  by  Lieu- 
tenant-(5overu(U' Clarke  to  a  Mr.  Lindesay,  of  New  York.  He  had 
the  patent  surveyed  in  1731),  and  in  1740  Mr.  Lindesay  took  his 
faniilv  into  the  Avilderness. 

He  induced  the  Kev.  Mr.  Duulop  to  go  with  him  and  look  at  the 
i-egion,  and  the  latter  agreed  to  go  to  ^cotlaiul  and  pei-suade  a 
number  of  faniili(\s  to  settle  here,  ^^dlen  a  (piestion  arose  as 
to  how  ^Ir.  Duulop  should  address  a  letter  to  him,  they 
fixed  upon  the  [)leasant  name  Cherry  \'alley,  from  the 
])revalence  of  the  wild  cherry  in  the  vicinity.  In  17-11  peo[de 
came  to  settle  ln'i-e  from  New  Ham})shire,  and  also  the  Scotch 
and  Irish  who  had  followed  Mi'.  Hunlop.  The  lattcu'  opened  a 
gramiuar  school,  and  it  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  established  west  of  Albany.  The  settlement  did  not 
grow  rapidly  the  first  ten  years,  only  three  or  four  more  families 
joining  the  rest.  At  the  time  of  the  massacre,  however,  the 
village  had  a  jxtpulatiou  of  three  hundred  souls. 

Late  in  October,  177S,  intimation  was  sent  to  Major  Ifobert 
('ochran,  in  command  at  F(U-t  Schuyler,  that  an  Indian  rising, 
such  as  had  de\-astated  Wvomintr,  was  imminent.    A  f(u-t  had 
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been  built  or,  pei-lia])s  only  a  blnckhoiise,  at  Ch'-n-y  \'all<'y.  ;ii)<I 
one  C'oloiR'l  -Vl(k-n,  wiili  a  liaiiilfHl  nf  re.uuhirs  <»f  tli<-  ("((iitiuciiia! 
aruiy.  wviv  stationed  iu  it.  On  Xuveuibcr  <j  a  letu.-r  was  sciii 
by  3Iaji>i-  Cochran  tu  AMen  \\arniui:  liim  that  an  attarlc  was 
contenijihitcd  on  ilu-  vilhiLii/.  Thi'  }HM)]ih'  also  heard  of  it,  and 
asked  that  they  nii.uht  come  into  the  foj-t  or  place  iln-ir  \'aliial)l  -s 
there.  Aldeu  refused  to  let  iheni  (hi  either,  as  he  discredite*!  tln' 
warning'  sent  hini.  lie  an<l  tln^  ollicers  of  the  garrison  \\ei-|. 
quartered  at  houses  of  the  peopli-,  becatise  of  lack  of  room  and 
convenience  in  the  blockhouse.  On  the  night  of  Xovenibe]- 
ITTn,  a  l^arty  of  Tories  and  .^enecas,  under  Colonel  Walter  Bnth-r 
(Son  <)f  John  j  and  Joseph  Brant,  or  Thayendan-'gea,  the  !Moha ".vk. 
encamped  on  the  top  of  a  hill  a  mih-  to  the  soutlnvest  of  the  fort, 
and  oveidotdving  the  village.  No  one  knew  of  their  approacdi. 
for  a  scouting  party  sent  out  by  Aldeu  had  done  their  A\'ork  so 
clumsily  that  tht-y  were  seized  and  murdered. 

During  the  night  it  snowed,  and  several  inches  had  fallen  by 
morning,  v\'hen  tin-  snoi\'  turned  into  rain,  and  the  air  was  laden 
with  a  thick,  heavy  fog  or  haze.  Un<h  r  cover  of  this  the  enemy 
rushed  do^^■n  to  do  their  d(n"ilish  work  tijion  the  unsuspectiug 
people.  Colonel  Aldeu  A\a'^  the  first  ■'.  ictini,  as  the  house  he  stayed, 
at  was  first  in  their  path.  E\'ery  house,  and  barn,  and  stable  in 
the  place  was  set  on  fire.  Thirty-two  of  tlie  people  and  sixtei-u 
of  the  regulars  A\  ere  killed  outright.  The  aged  X'astor,  Mr.  Dun- 
lop,  saw  his  -^vife  brained  before  his  eyes,  and  while  not  hur' 
himself,  he  died  f]-om  tlie  shock  a  little  later.  A  large  nundjer  of 
the  x>c^ple  were  carried  into  captivity,  to  be  sultjected  to  the 
most  horrible  tortures.  Cherry  Valley  was  wiped  out  as  a  settle- 
ment, and  the  fort,  too,  was  abandone<l  in  1770. 

These  TA\o  massaere?  <;onvinced  Washiniiton  thar  something 
mu>t  be  'lone,  not  only  to  punish.  Itut  to  sweep  the  Indians  and 
the  Tories  from  their  haunts  in  New  York.  An  army  of  nvi- 
ihousaml  men  was  detached  for  the  campaign,  the  chief  com- 
mand of  which  was  given  to  General  Sullivan.  Dividing:-  his 
force  into  two  divisions,  he  himself  entered  New  York  by  A\-ay  of 
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(lie  \all('y  cf  the  Sus<ni('lianiia,  wliilc  the  other  division,  luuk'i' 
(icnci-al  Janu's  Ciiiiici!.  went  \\\)  the  Molia\\l<  Kivcr  to  Caiia- 
joliarif,  and  tiicii  s'lnu  lc  into  iIh-  iutciior,  joining;  Stillivan  at 
'I'io.iia  on  Auuust  '2'2,  ITTlt.  On  Aui;iist  2!)  tlio  roinhincd  army 
liail  i-caclicd,  the  site  of  the  jiri'soiit  city  of  I'lmira,  and  Ikm'c  was 
fon^lit  a  decisive  liaitle.  Sir  Jolni  J(dinsou  himself  was  ]ioste(l 
here  at  tlie  head  of  ail  army  of  fifteen  hundred  Tories  and 
Indians,  -Tolin  and  Walter  Ilniler  and  I'.rant  beinij,  also  with  him. 

They  were  utterly  routed  with 
i^real  slau^;hfer,  \\liile  the  ]>a- 
liiors  lost  oidy  fifty.  The  subtle 
foe  A'entured  no  other  direct  <'n- 
couiifer,  but  they  \\ere  continu- 
ally harassing  Sullivan's  uien, 
cuttinij,  off  small  ]iarties,  and  sub 
jevtinir  the  prisoners  to  the  mosr 
lieiulish  cruelties,  so  that  the 
AniC'ricaiis  were  exasperated  into 
deeds  of  retaliation  thai  were 
scarcely  less  commendable.  The 
lro(]Uois  tribes  havin.i;  attain(Ml 
some  decree  of  civilization,  were 
li\inj;  now  in  houses  resemidinu 
those  of  A\hite  men,  and  exten- 
sively cultivated  theii-  litdds. 
*'  All  this  prosjierity,"  says  I'l'o- 
fessor  I'iske,  was  now  brouulil  to  an  (Muh  I'roni  Tio^a  the 
American  army  niardied  Ihron^h  the  entire  country  of  the  ( 'ayu- 
i;as  ami  Senecas,  layim.:  waste  the  cornti(dds,  burnini;  the  houses, 
and  cuttinu  dov  n  all  the  fruit  trees.  .More  than  forty  x  illaucs, 
the  lari^cst  contaiiun^  one  hundred  and  twenty-eic^ht  houses, 
were  razed  to  th.e  i;i-oun(l." 

These  u'ere  luMsh  measui-es;  but  it  was  poor  policy,  and  en- 
tailed nioi'e  misery  than  it  i)unished  or  prevented.  It  was  the 
kind  of  wai-fare  that  only  proNoked,  since  it  could  not  crusli  the 
enemy  dealt  with.    The  Indian  ami  his  c(»mpanioTi,  the  Tory, 
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i^Town  (luite  as  stealthy  and  I'vcii  a  more  cnit'l  foe,  went  up  aiKl 
down  tlic  [>i-(>vinc('.  workini;  their  at  revenge  in  small  [tarties 
and  in*  lar,i;('.  J]\-en  Albany  was  not  safe  from  their  assaults. 
A  party  of  Tories  om-e  aetually  got  within  the  eity  with  the  inw- 
pose  of  iuui-(lei'ing  (ieneral  Selniyler,  atul  eaiiie  near  aecoiiijilish- 
ing  it.  And  in  many  a  smiling  valley  that  had  temjited  settle- 
ments to  nestle  within  its  shelter,  the  story  of  Cherry  X'alley 
was  repeated  with  distressful  iteration. 

On  August  2,  17S0,  the  indefatigable  Brant,  coming  forth  from 
that  nest  of  Tories  and  hostile  Indians  whieh  had  been  grad- 
ually forming  at  Fort  Niagara,  swooped  down  upon  ( 'anaj(diarie. 
The  militia,  were  aA\'aA'  from  the  village  accompanying  some 
batteaus  on  their  way  up  the  river,  and  the  marauders  had 
watched  for  just  such  a  chance.  Sixteen  of  the  people  were 
killed,  and  fifty  or  sixty  carried  otT  caidive,  with  three  hundred 
head  of  cattlo  and  horses.  I'^ire  laid  des(tlate  the  church,  the 
gristmill,  and  fifty-three  houses,  with  itarns  and  stables,  tilled 
with  agricultural  imith-ments. 

That  sauie  autumn,  scarce  two  nuuiths  later,  on  October  17, 
1780,  Sir  John  Johnson  had  rea(die<l  Sehoharie,  all  the  way  from 
his  lair  at  Niagara.  lie  was  at  the  head  of  a  party  eight  hundred 
strong.  The  Germans,  as  said  before,  had  settled  in  this  valley, 
theii'  farms  commencing  at  a  ]joini  about  tAventy  miles  up  the 
Schoharie  Creek  from  its  junction  with  the  Mohawk,  and  ex- 
tending lifteen  miles  furthei-  up,  the  valley  being  of  uniform 
width,  or  from  t^^■o  to  thi'ee  miloN.  In  the  path  ^)f  the  enemy  were 
found,  as  usual,  homes  desolate*!  by  tire  and  sword,  the  church 
claiming  no  exempiion  from  such  heathenish  brutes.  The  next 
day,  (!)ctober  IS,  17S(),  OaugIina\\aga  (now  I'^'onda),  opposite  the 
junction  of  Sdiohaiie  Creelc  and  the  .Mohawk  Ki\-er,  was 
burned,  as  like^\  ise  all  the  country  north  of  the  ^Ioha\\k  bet\\-eeu 
Fonda,  just  south  id'  Johnstown,  ami  Stone  Arabia.  At  Stone 
Arabia,  Johnson  defeated  a  small  foi'ce  undei'  T'olonel  ]'>ro\vn.  and 
then  he  intrem  hed  hims«df  at  a  place  on  the  river  about  eight 
miles  above  Fort  Plain. 
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'riicsc  r;ii<Is  ^^■('llt  on  without  serious  opposiiiou  until  there 
was  s)atioue<l  in  the  .Alohawlc  Valley  a  man  who  deserves  mure 
than  ;i  passini;-  iiotiee.  This  wasroloiiel  ^larinus  W'illett,  a  direct 
descendant  from  Thomas  \\'illett,  who  was  the  first  mayoi-  t-f 
New  York  T'ily,  and  who  was  himself  its  mayor  in  1S1)7.  lie  had 
done  a  n(»tal)le  det'(l  in  t  he  early  [lai-t  of  the  struL;,i;le  in  liis  nat  ive 
lowii.  when,  on  Junt^  4,  ITTo,  tin-  British  atteni[)te<|  lo  nMuove 
arms  from  the  fort  by  the  caitloatl.  Soldiers  were  needed  fur 
Boston,  after  Lexington  and  just  before  ISuuker  llill,  and  the 
authoi-ities  at  New  Yoi'k,  niurh  to  the  disL;ust  of  the  Libei't}' 
r>()ys,  of  whom  A\'il!ett  was  one,  had  .iiven  [)ermission  for  them 
to  .u(>,  oi!  eoudition  they  should  cai'ry  a^svay  no  other  a?'ms  than 
tliose  iii)on  their  persons.  \\'hcn  the  carts  rumbled  out  of  the 
fort  jiate  the  alarm  \\  as  spread,  and  just  as  the  first  cai't,  with  a 
troop  of  re.uulars  behind  it,  turned  into  Broad  Sti-eet  at  Beaver 
(where  a.  tablet  commemorates  the  scene),  Willett  laished  up 
and  seized  the  liorse's  bridle.  The  carts  were  fain  to  turn  about, 
the  arms  were  safely  stored,  and  served  to  equij)  the  tirst  New 
York  n'i;iment  for  i)articipation  in  the  Canadian  campaii^n. 

C<donel  AVilleit  was  with  (^lansevoort  at  I'ort  S(diuyler  in  1777, 
and  led  a  sortie  that  drove  Sir  -lohii  Johnson  from  liis  camp. 
\\'iih'tt  seized  the  camp  and  held  ir  lon,u  enough  for  seven  wa.i^ons 
to  be  loa<1ed  -with  si»oils  tln-ee  limes  in  succession,  which  added 
to  the  pro\'isi(uis  of  the  i:arrisou  f(»od,  tools,  blankets,  clothes, 
ammunitiou,  besides  maps  and  papers  delineating  tlu'  canipaii;n 
in  whicli  St.  Lej^er  '\\as  enp,a,ij,cd.  Tlien  In'  hoisted  the  flai;  we 
described  on  f)ne  of  the  ca])tured  standards. 

'i'his  i-esolnte  yterson  was  in  command  at  I'^ort  Plain,  on  the 
^loliawlc,  in  the  summer  of  17S1,  and  it  imnu'diately  ])e'-anH'  un- 
l»Ieasant  for  the  Tory  and  Indian  raid<u-s.  In  July  he  sent  a 
scoutiuL:,-  ]>aiiy  to  Sharon  Sprinus.  These  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  ensconced  thems(dA-es  \^"ithiu  a  camp  near  tlie  charred 
remains  of  (  "Inu'ry  Valley  villaue.  This  was  the  sipiial  for  action 
for  T'oionel  ^^'illett.  Tie  at  once  led  a  party  into  the  forest  to 
dislodge  the  marauders  before  they  could  swoop  down  upon 
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.sonu'  dcrciisclcss  town.  .Vs  he  ncarcd  llicir  camp  lie  foriinMl  his 
iiu'ii  in  two  i»arall('l  lines,  conccah'd  in  the  woods,  'i'licn  he 
ui'dt'i't'd  two  men  to  ]»lare  tli(Mnsid\('s  in  the  open.  The  device 
sueceeded  in  decoying;  liie  Indians  into  tlie  forest,  and  when  tlie_\ 
Avere  well  in  between  the  lines  a  destructive  lire  was  poureil  in 
anion^'  llK-ni.  Willelt  then  called,  his  men  to  follow  him  as  he 
rushed  upon  the  camp.  Soon  thi'Ve  was  neither  eauip  nor  (Miemy, 
and  tJie  taste  f(»r  a  raid  was  eomph'tely  ^oue. 

Colonel  W'alti-r  r>utler  was  evidently  not  aware  what  sort  of  a 
man  had  been  sent  into  the  ^Mohawk  region.  At  th(>  head  of  ovei- 
six  hundred  men  he  had  the  audacity  to  pass  by  I'ort  Plain  and 
oeeujiy  JohnstoNvn,  em  ampiau  near  Johnson  Hall,  in  .Vut;ust  of 
this  same  year,  ITSI.  On  Au-ust  22,  ('(donid  ^^'illett  left  l-.trt 
I'lain  with  a  force  of  oidy  three  hun<lr<-d  nu/n,  orderin_u'  more  to 
foIl(»w.  Without  waiting  for  the  latter  he  bei2,an  the  attack  as 
soon  as  he  arri\iMl  at  J(dinstown.  Sending  one  hundred  nu'U  to 
the  rear  of  the  enemy,  he  f(dl  ujion  them  in  front  \vith  the  re- 
niaimler.  The  w  hole  of  the  er.emy  en;;a,ued  him  at  once,  and  his 
men  <j,ave  way.  lb'  tried  to  rally  them  at  the  Hall,  and  then  at 
the  village.  He  actually  stopped  their  retreat  h<'re;  and  now 
two  hundred  nn)re  troo]>s  al•ri^■ed,  and  he  hurled  the  four  hundred 
back  against  th"  enemy.  r>\  this  time  the  men  had  got  inrn 
F.utler's  rear,  and  the  ront  b(M-ame  complete.  Standing  not 
npon  the  order  of  t heir  going,  t he  enemy  tied  fast  and  far.  ^A'altl•r 
Butler  was  ptirsued  fifteen  miles  above  the  present  Rerkimei'. 
up  West  Tanada  Treek,  Avhere  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  bullet  or 
hatchet  of  an  Oneida  Indian  la  tribe  that  remain<'<l  friendly  to 
tlu'  i)ati'iots),  crying  out  to  him  as  he  dealt  the  deathdtlow: 
"•Sherry  \''alley!    ]{emember  Sliei'ry  A'alle\  !  " 

To  Colonel    Willett   belongs   ihe   credit   of  the  last  enei'gelic 

acticMi  (»f  the  war.  ( )sw ego  had  ail  t  his  tinu'  been  in  tli<'  hanils  nf 
the  enemy,  it  having  fallen  before  St.  Leger's  a])])roacli.  Heie 
supi»lies  could  readily  be  bi-onghl  foi'  the  use  of  the  assassin 
bands  that  infested  the  State  from  the  Niagara  to  tln^  Sidndiarie. 
Willett  determined  it  should  no  longer  serve  this  purpose.  Tti 
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to  this  f;ir-(lisf;iiit  foi'ti-css,  uoin;^  up  the  .M(ili;i  w  on  tlic  icr  and 
over  tlu'  snows  on  snow-shoes.  lie  actuallv  rt-ached  tlie  phico 
and  prepai'tMl  lo  raptnre  it  when  the  news  was  hronuhf  him. 
her<',  far  out  in  tlie  wihh'rness,  that  war's  oct  ii]»at  ion  was  i^one, 
for  a  preliminary  treaty  of  jx-aee  liad  been  signed,  reqnis-iim  tlie 
cessation  of  Iiostilities. 

A  word  or  two  more  abont  so  sirikinu'  a  personality  will  not 
be  amiss.  It  lias  been  said  that  he  was  made  mayor  of  New 
York  in  1S07.    ('(donel  Willett 

lived  many  a  year  after  this.  ^-^i'./^ 
howe^•er,   attaiiunu'   tlu^  ^ood 
old  auc  of  ninety  years.    I'.y  a 
sort  of  poetic  justice  lie  died 
on  the  anniversary  of  the  battle 
of  .lohnstown,  <ui  Au,L;nst  22, 
1830.     From  a  newspaper  of 
the  day  we  learn  the  following, 
facts,  showing-  that  his  ruling 
passion  remained  with  him  to  / 
the  last  hour  of  his  life :   "  Tli" 
Cotlin  of  Colon(d  Willett  was 
made  of  ])ieces  of  wood  col- 
lected by  himself  many  years 
ago  from  different  revolution- 
ary battlegrounds.     The  corjts,  in  compliance  with  a  written 
request  of  deceased,  was  dress(»d  in  a  suit  of  ancient  itattern, 
with  old  fashioned  three-cornered  hat,  prest'rved  for  llie  piirjiose. 
St'vei-al  tlionsand  persons  vIcancmI  the  remains." 

If  upon  the  soil  of  New  Voi'k  was  enacted,  in  all  its  widely  ex- 
teniled  combinations,  one  of  tlie  most  foriunaie  and  gratifying 
episodes  of  the  ^Var  of  the  lJe\'olntion — tlie  frustrating  of  I'.ur- 
goyne's  campaign — it  was  also  fated  to  be  th<'  scene  of  the  sad- 
dest and  most  humiliating — tlie  treason  of  Ai-nold.  At  Ticon- 
<lero<'a  the  star  of  his  fame  b(  uan  to  rise  abo\'e  the  horizon:  nt 
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Stillwater,  or  v^arato^^a,  it  reached  its  highest  zenith;  at  W«vi 
Point  it  sank,  forever  (|uenciieil  amid  <  hmds  of  irret rievahle  dis- 
grace. Yet  the  very  ina^nitiide  of  the  criuie  eonteiii[)lated  hv 
him  briuij.s  into  siionij^  lielief  the  ron\ietion  eiitertaiucMl  hy  both 
fri(M)d  and  foe  as  to  the  vital  iinpoi  taiice  vf  New  York  w  illi  refer- 
ence to  the  military  situation  during  tiie  stniL;i;]e  for  ind-'jicnd- 
ence.  It  ^\■as  the  desii-e  (»f  Arnold  and  of  Sir  lleni'y  Clinion  t^i 
dire^-t  a  blow  a.uainst  the  canse  of  the  patriots  that  wonld  he 
fatal  not  only,  but  final  also. 

Arnold  had  receive<l  miudi  provocation  fi'oin  Tonirress.  always 
more  intinenced  b}'  political  intrimies  and  cabals,  than  by  mili- 
tai'y  necessities  or  army  interests.  None  but  a  man  of  rod;,  like 
A\'ashini;ton,  eonld  have  endured  their  fatuous  stupidities  ov 
mischievous,  malicious  pettinesses.  whi(di  so  often  brouL;lit  the 
country  to  the  xery  brink  of  ruin,  rolitical  influences  and  per- 
sonal or  interstate  jealcuisies  had  caused  Con;j,Tess  to  put  d(^- 
liberate  sli.uhts  upon  Ainold  more  tlian  once,  wlien  he  kiu'W  and 
the  country  felt  that  he  deserved  the  nu)st  signal  recoi; inl  ioii 
for  his  services.  Arnold's  nnual  filu'r  was  not  of  ^^'ashin^tou"s 
unassailable  strength.  Stdf  could  rise  above  country  with  him 
as  it  could  not  with  the  i^reater  man.  And  so  he  fell.  lie  foruu'd 
deliberately  a  scheme  to  betray  his  country.  But  it  was  t(»  be 
done  on  no  mean  scale.  The  deed  \vas  to  t'ud  the  stru,u,L;le;  and  in 
the  enoi'mity  of  the  consequfuu'e  hoped  for  there  lies  the  only, 
the  faintest,  attenuation  tiial  can  be  concei\'ed  of. 

The  jieviod  was  a  critical  one.  l']v<'rythiiii;  seemed  at  a  stand- 
still at  the  iKU-ih.  Active  o])erations  of  the  ^\■i\v  throuuh  ITT.*^ 
and  1770  and  17S()  were  conducted  at  the  south,  and  there  tlie 
events  heard  of  ^^■ere  nsualh  in  the  nature  of  defeat  and  retreat 
for  the  Americans,  so  that  a  general  des|)<)ndency  liad  seized 
the  friends  of  fr<'edom  throut;hout  the  States.  Even  the  sur- 
render of  P.ur^oyne  was  regarded  rc^trospectively  as  of  (huibtful 
utility.  T.ookinij,'  only  at  tin-  surface  of  tliin.u's,"'  says  Pfofessor 
Fiske,  describing'  the  state  of  fe(dinu-  pi'evalent  just  bef(U'(^ 
Arnold's  treason,  "it  minht  \\'ell  be  asked,  and  many  did  aslc. 
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wiu'ther  that  ,ui'eat  victory  lia<l  really  doiu'  anything;  more  than 
to  proloni;'  a  sti-U!L;nlo  \\iii<  h  \\'as  ess<'nl  hilly  \  ain  aii<l  1io[m'1('ss. 
Siu  ii  theiiK's  formed  the  burden  of  diseoui-se  at  _i;<'ntleiiieirs 
dinner-tables  and  in  the  bade  parlois  of  country  inns,  where 
stout  yeomen  viewed  the  situation  of  alTa/irs  through  clou<ls  of 
tobacco  smo];(\" 

It  is  conceivable  that  Arnold  may  have  thonuht  that  it  were 
a  mercy  to  end  the  doubtful  contest  by  one  bold,  though  l)ad, 
stroke.  Then,  castinjj,  about  for  a  spot  \\here  this  tinishing 
stroke  miiiht  biMlriven,  and  perform  its  tatal  effect  w  illi  the  least 
possibility  of  <l(<ubt,  he  chose  a  strori^iioM  on  the  Hudson,  the 
possession  of  which  by  the  eneiny  woidd  make  him  master  of  the 
river,  and  this,  it  was  confidently  judged,  would  rtMidei'  further 
resistance  to  England  so  entiridy  out  of  the  ([uestion  as  to  secure 
a  cessation  of  warfare  and  a  settlement  of  dillicultics  by  conven- 
tion. For  this  reason  Arnold  asked  of  A\'ashim:ton  the  favor  of 
beinp,' appointed  commamler  of  West  Point.  'J'he  service  seiMued 
to  him  unsuited  to  a  s]iiiit  so  active,  but  Arnold  ])retended  that 
his  t wice-^^■oun<led  le^'  permitted  no  duties  of  a  more  stirrin;:; 
sort,  and  the  ]iost  was  i;ivi'n  him. 

^^'est  Point  had  been  develo]ied  into  one  of  the  -^troui^cst  posi- 
tions that  military  enuineerinu  skill  and  jinli;nient  could  con- 
struct. Th(  re  had  Vn'oii  anijde  leisure  for  this.  Sii-  Henry  (Min- 
ton's  excursion  of  1777,  A\lH'n  I'cU'ts  .Mont i^onu'i-y  and  Clinton 
fell  befor<'  his  sujierior  force,  had  imt  resulted  in  ])ei'manent 
Occupancy.  Buruoyni^'s  surrender  had  comi>(dIe(l  a  prudent  con- 
centration of  ids  forces  in  the  vicinily  of  New  ^'or]<.  The  com- 
l)arative  inactivity  aiid  the  al)sence  of  the  enemy  were  put  to 
;;()o<l  use  in  foi-tifyin^  ^^'est  T'oint.  in  orde]-  to  make  the  High- 
lands im]>assable.  The  works  on  land  and  obstru(  tiens  in  the 
river  were  very  much  like  those  described  before,  but  tliere  was 
an  im])ri^vement  in  the  locations  selected.  A  fort  was  eiv^cted 
oTi  the  ed*ie  f»f  the  plateau  now  forniinu  the  ]>arade -^T'ound  at 
West  Point  Academy,  overlookinu'  the  ri\er  and  risinv,  one  Imn- 
dred  and  eiuhtv  feet  above  it.    It  was  called  I'ort  Armdd,  but 
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was  soon  rccliristoiicil  l'^)]'t  Clinton,  and  as  sucli  is  a  faniiii;u' 
spot  to  visitors  of  to-(l;iy.  It  atTordcd  Tooni  I'oi-  a  uarrisoii  of  six 
hundred  men.  ^\'lu'r('  alone  it  was  barely  accessible  from  the 
river,  the  M  ay  ^\  as  b;ii'i-ed  by  a  line  of  lisa(h'S. 

This  central  citadel  was  ll;inke<]  on  al[  sides  by  smnlb-r  forts 
and  redoubts  conLnuindinL:  its  a])i)roa(dies  friMU  tlio  snrr(UiU(linu- 
hills;  one  of  these  was  J'ort  J'utnani,  on  .Abaint  I iMlejiendenre. 
In  the  river,  I'roni  the  fool  of  the  eminence  bearing-  I'ort  riinton 
to  Constituth)n  Island — just  whei-e  the  steamers  to-d.iy  lunc  to 
make  a  slnu-])  bend  at  riuht  anj^les  to  their  course — a  clmin  and 
boom  were  laid,  ])ieces  of  w  hich  are  exhibited  still  at  West  i'oint 
and  the  Xewburi;-  head<(uarters.  The  militia  of  Orange  Connty, 
hastil}'  gathered  and  ill  trained,  Avas  no  longer  re<iuired  to  gar- 
rison so  impoj'tant  and  scientific  a  stronghold.  The  regulars  of 
the  Continental  army  were  placed  there  under  the  best  of 
oflicers. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  could  not  lei  this  work  progress  here  with- 
(Uit  doing  sonu'thingto  interfere  with  it.  A  most  impoi-tant  out- 
post, at  the  entram-e  of  the  Highlands,  was  to  be  a  fort  building 
on  vStony  INunt,  a  ])romontory  of  solid  beetling  rock,  rising  fri»m 
the  Hmlson  liiver  on  three  sides.  Before  this  fort  could  be  made 
sufticiently  defensible,  Clinton  came  up  the  river  in  i^erson,  on 
]May  .■)!,  1770,  and  ca])turod  it,  thereby  reducing  oi-  silencing  also 
a  redoid)t  on  \'eri»lanek's  Point  o])])ositc\  Tho  enemy  went  on  to 
finish  the  works  on  Stiuiy  Point.  Thoy  built  two  ndditional 
lines  of  fortith'atinii.  They  i»laced  strong  batteries  on  (^ach 
side  facing  the  ri\'er,  and  on  the  land  side  pnrticular  care  was 
taken  that  the  guns  should  swce]>  the  only  ap]>roa(di  fcasibh- 
there.  A  marsh  separatc^d  tlio  jntting  ro(d<.  from  the  mainland, 
through  -which  h'd  a  nari'ow  caus"\vay;  and  fearful  e.\-eeuti<in 
would  be  do]U'  ui»on  the  army  that  would  dare  ]>ass  over  this 
causeway.  Si.x:  hundi'od  Tli-itish  soldiei's  wei'e  quartereil  hei'e, 
and  the  place  was  regarded  as  impri^giiable. 

P.ut  mad  Antluuiy  Wayne,"  one  of  tln^  bravest  and  mos' 
flashing  of  tlu>  Anu'^ri(\ni  oflicers,  did  not  regard  it  in  that  light. 
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The  British  had  Ix-cn  onsconced  in  Sfoiiy  Point  sc;ir(<'I_y  six 
wt'cks,  when,  on  July  ITt,  177!),  (Jcneial  \\'ayn('  took  it  neatly  nut 
of  tlu'ii' hands.  1(  was  to  ho  done  oidy  by  sni'prisc.  Tw  rhc  hun- 
drod  men  wore  placed  at  his  dispusnl.  I']\c'i-y  doi;-  within  throe 
miles  was  killed,  and  not  a  unn  ^\as  loaded,  so  that  no  incon- 
siderate luirk  or  ,uuiishot  nn^ht  ;^ive  the  alarm.  At  midnight  the 
atta(dc  was  made,  while  the  ti<h'  was  low.  alloA\ini;  a  ^\■ider  line 
and  a  <[iu(d<er  approach  of  the  whole  force.  The  garrison  was  not 
aroust'd  till  the  Americans  were  so  near  that  the  i^uns  ti'aineil 
im  the  causeway  did  them 
hut  little  harm.  A  bayo- 
net (diar.ue  in  two  columns 
carried  everything,'  l)efore 
them,  and  in  a  few  min- 
utes Stony  Poiut  had 
(dianged  masters,  with 
only  fifteen  killed  on  the 
patriot  side. 

Thus  the  commander- 
in-chief  could  L^o  on  with 
the  perfecting  of  his  plans 
at  ^A'est  Point,  and  by  the 
summer  of  17S0  every- 
thiuf,;-  was  finished.  It 
needed  but  so  popular 
and  l)rave  a  general  as  Ai'U(d(l  to  make  the  post  still  more  effec- 
tive as  a  bar  to  British  juoj^ress  U]>  the  river.  Neither  Arnold 
nor  Clinton,  with  whom  he  had  been  in  correspondence  for  some 
montlis  before  his  arrival  on  August  G,  17S0,  were  at  fault  in 
considering-  West  Point  the  "  key  to  the  continent,"  an<l  its  sui'- 
ren(h'r  to  the  enemy  equivalent  to  the  end  of  tin'  war.  P.eytunl  to 
the  mu'tli,  Albany  and  all  that  btr  wdntdi  Purgoyne's  campaign 
had  been  planned,  would  h.ave  fallen  into  P.riiish  hands.  If  tlieir 
army  ^^-ould  come  up  in  force,  su{)i)oi  ted  by  a  th'Ot,  expeditions, 
witli  West  I'oint  as  base,  could  be  sent  out  laterally  eastward  and 
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Avestward.  To  the  east  the  French  eontin^^eiit,  sent  over  as  a 
consequence  of  tlie  alliance  induced  by  the  victory  over  P.ur- 
goyne,  could  have  been  driven  out  of  the  country;  oi-  at  h'ast  ii 
could  have  been  checked  in  any  movement  looking  toward  coni 
bination  \\ith  the  Americans  by  land..  SijiiR'tliini;'  which  thf 
British  lleets  were  most  effectually  ])reventin,t;-  by  water.  And 
considering-  that  the  last  hope  of  success,  and  its  actual  accom- 
plishment at  last,  depended  upon  this  very  co-operation  with  the 
French  army,  it  can  be  seen  how  vital  a  point  had  been  chosen 
by  the  cousi)irators  for  the  blow  that  \\as  to  wi-eck  the  cause  of 
freedom. 

On  September  20,  17S0,  Major  J<din  Andre,  adjutant-general 
of  the  P)ritish  army,  a  man  of  brilliant  parts  and  noble  characli'r, 
was  sent  up  the  river  in  the  sloojt-of-war  "  N'ultnie,"'  warned  at 
the  last  moment  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  not  to  ]>nt  on  any  disguise 
and  not  to  carry  jiajKU's.  On  Thursday  evening,  Se})teml)er  21. 
he  landed  at  an  appointed  spc)t  four  miles  belov.'  Stony  I'oinl,  and 
met  Arnold.  Day  dawned  before  the  details  of  the  plof  were 
finished,  and  they  went  to  the  house  of  Joshua  llett  Smith, 
standing  on  a  hill  (U'erlooking  the  present  ITaverstraw. 

AH  of  Friday,  September  22.  was  spent  at  Smitlfs  house,  and 
during  the  conference  Andre  deemed  it  best  to  secure  descrip- 
tions and  specifications  in  Arnold's  handwriting.  These  he 
placed  in  his  sti^kings  under  his  feet;  but  he  ha<l  ma<h'  his 
first  fatal  mistake.  Dui-ing  this  day  the  firing  from  the  f<n't  on 
Verplanck's  Point  had  caused  tlu^  "\'ulture"  to  go  far  down 
the  river,  and  it  becanie  necessary  for  Andn''  to  travel  by  land 
l'"'or  this  ])ur]»ose  he  put  on  a  disguise,  and  comiuilte<l  his  secoinl 
fatal  niistak'e.  On  I'laday  aftci-  sundown  Smith  took  Andi'e 
across  the  river,  with  ord(n's  fr^uii  .Vinold  to  conduct  him  to 
White  Plains. 

It  was  a  bad  country  to  tr-avel  throngh  by  night  or  by  (hiy. 
Westchester  County  was  call-Ml  tli"  "  mnitral'"  gi'ound;  it  lay 
between  the  Pritish  on  Manhattan  Island  and  tho  American 
out])Osts  in  the  ITigldamls,  under  neither  the  civil  nor  military 
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Mii  vcillauce  of  t'ltlicr,  and  becaine  a  "  l-iait[»y  liiiuting  grouud  " 
fur  lawless  bauds  of  syii!]»atliizcis  with  tdilicr  cause.  "We  get 
iH>  more  vivid  idea  of  the  state  of  tilings  here  than  from  Cooper's 
Spy,"  the  scenes  of  which  are  niainly  laid  in  this  territory. 
Here  roamed  the  "Skinners,"  a\  ho  woi-c  for  inde])endeii((';  and 
lici'i',  too,  "  Cowboys  ''  of  an  order  (piite  diflVn-nl  fi-oiu  tiieir  later 
namesakes,  made  life  miserable  for  all  those  who  were  not 
Toiies. 

lUit  neither  band  niad(^  any  very  exhaustive  inquiries  into  the 
political  complexion  of  a  barnyard  tilled  with  cattle  oi-  other 
^ood  things  whicdi  they  had  a  mind  to  a]>propriate.  Neithei' 
u-onld  tliey  stoji  to  parley  long  with  any  stray  travelers  whose 
ai)itearance  gave  hope  of  yitdding  a  goodly  purse  after  being 
made  incapable  of  refusing  that  favor.  Joshua  Smith,  therefore, 
refns(^d  to  ride  ^^■ith  Andre  at  night,  and  they  stopped  at  a  farm- 
lioi!S(-  until  (hnvn.  There  was  then  some  dispute  as  to  the  safety 
of  a  road  leading  to  White  T'lains  through  the  interior,  and  one 
along  the  river,  and  upon  Andre's  deciding  on  the  lattei-  he  was 
left  to  pursu,e  it  alone,  and  Smith  returned  to  his  house,  rcjiort- 
ing  to  Arn(dd  that  Andre  was  saf(dy  on  his  way  to  the  I>ritish 
lines. 

Unfortunately  for  him,  however,  the  way  Avas  a  long  one,  and 
various  enctjiinters  were  possible,  lie  met  neither  Skinnei's  nor 
Cowboys,  but  after  he  had  crossed  the  bridge  which  was  the 
linut  to  the  Hessian  horseman's  riding  in  Trving's  charming  tale, 
as  he  was  proceeding  up  the  incline  beyond  it,  and  nearing  the 
village  of  Tan-}  town,  in  a  holloAv  of  the  gr<nind  suddenly  break- 
ing away  from  the  right  side  of  the  road,  where  to-day  stands 
the  monument  commemorating  the  deed  (»f  that  Satui'(lay  morn- 
ing, September  23.  Andre  met  three  ycnm.g  farnuM's,  arme<l  with 
guns,  on  the  watch  for  Cowboys,  for  they  were  adherents  of 
the  patriot  <-ause.  Flistory  has  always  fondly  i'emem1)ered  their 
names:   John  Paulding,  Isaac  Van  Wart,  and  David  Williams. 

J^us])ecting  something  wrong,  they  searched  him,  and  the  re- 
moval (jf  his  boots  at  once  brought  to  light  tlie  compromising 
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])ap('rs.  Ajidi'i'  revealed  liis  raiilc  and  pi-i>iiiised  lai\i;c  rcw  ;i i  ds 
if  they  weiild  Ud  him  i^o.  I'ut  tliese  sturdy  Westtdiesjer  hovs 
were  lui  Skinners;  th(\v  \v<'re  (h'af  to  hi'iliery.  Tliey  took  Andn- 
and  his  j»ai)ers  to  Color.el  Jaiaeson  at  Xorlh  ('asrle.  The  latl.-r 
was  puzzled.  Tlie  [)ossil>ilily  of  .\rii(d(["s  roiiiniitt  Iiil;  treason 
never  entered  Ins  lu-ad,  so  lie  detained  the  jirisoner  an<l  sent  ;i 
letter  anuonneinu-  his  arrest  to  his  ^<'neral,  and  by  a  special 
messenger  (lis[i;tt(died  tlie  pa])ers  found  oti  Andre's  jx-rson  Id 
Washinj^ton. 

The  letter  reached  Arnold  at  breakfast  on  Monday  niorninu-, 
while  he  was  awaitin;^'  N^'ashington  at  tla^  lloldnson  House, 
located  near  the  banks  of  the  rinds(»n,  o]»iiosite  West  Point.  lie 
took  a  hurried  farewell  of  his  wife  and  siuneeded  in  escapiiii:  to 
the  ^  A'ulture,"  waiting;  for  Andre  twenty  miles  down  the  river. 
A  feAv  hours  later  Washington  was  found  by  Jameson's  second 
messeni;er  at  the  Tv(jbinson  Ib»use,  the  man  being'  late  because 
the  commander-in-chief  had  taken  a  someAvhat  different  route 
on  his  M  ay  bac  k  from  New  Englaiul  and  the  French  army  than 
Jameson  supposed  he  A\otdd  take. 

Seeing  that  matters  at  West  Point  were  nid  left  in  the  condi- 
tion p]'oniis(^d,  and  already  arranged  for  by  the  traitor,  Wash- 
ington hurried  down  to  Tap])an,  in  Orange  (now  Kockland) 
County,  A\here  the  lu'adquarters  of  the  army  had  hoe^i  estnb- 
lished.  Here  on  Thursday,  Septembt-r  i'S,  just  one  week  after  his 
conference  with  .\rnold,  .Vndrc''  was  brought  from  North  Castle. 
There  was  no  escaping  the  conclusion  that  he  had  acted  the  par! 
of  a  common  s]>v,  although  some  of  the  (dreumst ances  and  liis 
own  personality  raised  the  event  above  the  conimon.  ^'et  suidi 
might  well  have  been  the  reflection  in  the  case  of  Nathan  Hah', 
upon  whom  tlie  P>ritish  wasted  neither  sym]);ithy  nc^r  ciuirtesy. 
Andri'  had  moi'e  than  wns  perhaps  his  due  of  both,  for  there 
was  much  more  humanity  among  the  Americans  than  among 
their  opy»onents.  On  Monday.  October  2,  .\.n<lre  suffoi-ed  the 
penalty  of  his  ])erilous  act.  The  gallows  were  erected  on  lii-.di 
ground,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  as  one  follows  the  \\iuding 
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ru;iil,  from  the  Dutcli  Cliun  li  ;it  Tiqipan;  on  the  loft  of  the  rail- 
roiul  OIK'  approaches  the  jdacc  fi<»iii  Now  York  hy  the  Wost 
Slioro  Koad. 

SoiiH'tiiuos  it  is  noil  to  turn  from  historv  1o  Ik-tion.  since  fic- 
lioii,  in  its  intense  rcnli/.ation  of  tlic  past,  servos  tlint  ])ast  bettor 
than  the  cold  annals  which  often  mention  events  rather  for  tlie 
sake  of  their  order  in  time  than  of  liioir  siL^niticance  as  piclnrini;' 
to  us  an  earlier  day  with  its  living  and  br^'athint;"  present.  And 
the  glanionr  of  interest  in  this  sad  end  of  a  misi;uided  soldier  has 
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lately  been  increased  by  a  novel  which  had  enlisted  the  admira- 
tion of  many,  and  is  a  real  addition  to  American  letters.  In 

lliij^li  Wynne''  the  imprisonment  and  execntion  (d"  Andre  are 
vividly  portrayed.  Here  is  a,  descrii»tion  of  \\';ishinmon's  head- 
quarters, which  is  still  preserved  ;it  the  reai-  of  a  larj.ier  modern 
frame  house  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  i)ark  and  farm  : 

"  I  walked  a  half-mile  u[)  a  uentle  rise  of  ground  to  tlu^  main 
road,  aliout  whi(di  were  set,  close  to  tln^  old  l)iilch  (  "huridi,  a  few 
modest,  one-story  stone  houses,  with  far  and  near  th<^  canton- 
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nieiits  of  tlio  armies.  At  the  Ih'kIuc  ovci-  IMrnuoiit  (  'ir<'lc  ]  w  as 
stopped  hy  sentries  set  around  a  low  bi-ic]<  huildiiiu-,  llicii  used  as 
headquarters.  It  st(>o(l  aaiid  scattered  a]>ple  trees  on  a  sli^hi 
rise  (»f  -.^rctund,  and  was,  as  1  recall  it,  built  of  red  and  Idack 
brick."  Andre's  jn-ison  w;is  a  small  lunise  belon^inii  to  a  ])ei's(Mi 
by  the  name  of  Maby,  about  three  hundred  yai'ds  from  head- 
quarters. This  buildini;-,  too.  may  still  be  seen  at  Tajqian  to- 
day. It  Mas  built  as  a  tavej-n  in  ll~)~>^  and  always  kept  as  such, 
as  it  is  now;  it  is  ono  story  hiuh  "  with  windows  set  in  an  irreg 
ular  frame  of  brickwork." 

Tlie  novelist  gives  us  also  a  vivid  piclui-e  of  the  execution: 
"Of  the  horrible  scene  at  no(ui  on  the  2<1  of  Oet(dK'r  I  shall  say 
very  little.  A  too  early  death  nevei'  took  from  earih  a  moie 
amiable  and  acoomi)lis]ied  soldier.  I  asked  and  had  leave  to 
stand  by  the  door  as  he  came  out.  ...  I  fell  in  b(dnnd  tlie 
sad  procession  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Xo  fairer  scene  could  a 
man  look  upon  for  his  last  of  earth.  The  green  range  of  thi> 
Pierniont  hills  rose  to  noi'th.  On  all  si(h/s,  near  and  far,  was  1he 
si>lendor  of  the  autumn-tinted  woods,  and  to  -west  the  land 
swept  downward  past  the  headquarters  to  where  the  cliffs  rose 
above  tlie  Hudson. 

"I  can  see  it  all  now — the  loveliness  of  nature,  tlu^  waiting 
thousands,  mute  and  [)itiful.  ...  A  deathful  silemx^  came 
upon  the  assembled  muliiiiule.  I  heard  Oolouid  ^^cammel  read, 
the  sentence.  Idien  there  was  the  rund»le  of  the  cart,  a  low 
murmur  broke  forth,  and  the  sound  of  moving  steps  was  h<-ard. 
Tt  \\as  over.  The  gi-eat  asseiid»lage  of  farmers  and  soldiers  ^^•eId 
away  strangely  silent,  and  many  in  t(^ars."  Y(^s,  it  was  a  s;!il 
occasion,  and  Washington  would  ha\'e  spaicd  Andre  if  he  ceuld. 
now(>  never  gave  the  sparing  of  Nathan  Hale  a  nionu'iir's 
thought.  Yet  neither  at  Ta])pau  nor  at  Westminster  should 
there  have  ever  bt'en  reared  a  monument  Andre-,  for  there  ^\■a< 
too  mu(di  of  dishonor  in  the  deed  he  risked  his  life  to  aid.  At 
Tappau  such  a  monument  would  have  beeu  especially  intolcr- 
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;il>Ic.  and  it  is  well  that  om^  or  two  atteni]»ts  liavo  rcsult<Ml  in  par- 
tial failui'c,  even  iIhuiuIi  l>y  sonu'what  violt-iil  im'iiiods. 

I'.y  a  rouiarlcable  (joiu  atcuat ion  of  cirrunistanccs  wliicli  conld 
hardly  have  be-on  nnih'i'  any  otlioi-  than  tho  direction  of  a  I'r(»\  i 
donee  watchini;'  over  1  ho  interests  of  a  nation,  West  Toint  had 
boon  save(]  to  American  arms.  A  year  later  the  cnilimotions  of 
war  were  ai;ain  bnsy  in  tins  vieiidty,  for  Corn  u  all  is  had  Ix'cn 
caii.^ht  in  a  tra^)  ami  \\'ashington  was  marshalin.u'  ( 'outiiteni al 
forces  and  I'"'rench  eontiniicnts  for  tlie  swift  blow  at  the  distant 
point  M  hi(  h  ended  the  Avar.  To  succeed  in  this  maneuver,  it  was 
above  all  things  necessary  to  de<-eive  the  enemy  as  to  its  real 
object.  >\'ashin,uton  was  anxious  to  have  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
believe  that  there  was  on  foot  an  extraordinary  movement  to 
capture  New  Yt)rk. 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  his  rtises  was  the  seudinp,-  of  a 
dispatch  throtiuh  the  lower  portions  of  Orange  County  on  the 
way  to  Coniircss  at  IMiiladol j)hia.  This  region  \\as  infested  "with 
"cowboys."  as  ^\•(dl  as  \\'fst(diester,  and  one  band  umler  a  Cap- 
tain bloody  \\as  especially  active.  Into  their  hands  fell,  as  was 
intended,  the  document  describing'  in  detail,  and  without  attempt 
at  concealment  by  cipher,  ati  elaborate  plan  concocted  by  the 
commaiKb'i'-in-chief  and  the  commander  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  I'rance  in  American  waters.  The  objective  ])i)int  was  ])lainiy 
stated  to  be  New  York  City.  The  valuable  infttrnial  ion  was  sent 
by  bloody  to  Clint(Ui,  who  ])r(nnptly  withdrew  a  lai\i;e  re-enforce- 
ment from  Cornwallis,  which  might  have  prevented  the  great 
triumph  of  October  19.  1781. 

The  war  was  now  over,  and  yet  the  remainder  (if  militaiy 
events  transpired  on  New  York  s(u'l.  The  main  jiart  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  tinder  tlie  immediate  command  of  Wjisliijigton 
himsidf,  returm^d  to  this  State,  and  was  distributod  at  various 
poiTits  in  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson,  and  also  l)el(u\  and  above 
tluMn.  In  Ai>ril,  17^2,  ^Va<hington  made  his  h('ad( [uarters  at  tlx' 
house  of  a  ^Tr.  Ilasbrouck,  a  farmer  residing  a  little  to  tlie  south 
of  the  then  villauc  of  Newburg.    These  aro  tlie  famous  head- 
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(luai'tcrs  still  pl■^'S('l•^'^Hl  w  ith  such  luci  itcd  sulicil  udc  in  t  lie  lat  lci- 
city. 

During  tlio  winter  of  17S2  to  17S:{  tin-  Continental  ai'iny  Ii.nl 
been  i-e(hu-ei|  To  about  ciiiht  tliousaml  iih-u,  by  reason  of  fui- 
lou^lis  and  resiuinil  ions,  these  beinu  eau<'I-ly  acce])1ed,  as  Ihe 
Con.ui'ess  was  hard  ]iut  to  it  salisfyini;  the  demands  of  the  sul- 
diers  and  olllct'rs  i'l  the  nialfei-  (d'  their  jiay.  In  .May,  ITsL*,  a 
letter  \\as  atblressed  to  NN'ashini^ton  at  XewburL^,  su^^cst i ni^  lo 
him  that  there  seenie(],  to  many  (dtic-ers,  no  way  out  of  the  difli- 
eulties,  ami  even  anarrhy  then  threateinuL;  the  country,  but  that 
he  assume  the  authority  and  tith'  of  kini;.  ^^'ashinl;ton  was  e\- 
ceedini^ly  jiained  at  this  foolish  su^^est  ion,  an<l  pat  Indically 
aslced  what  a<  t  in  his  ]»ublic  career  had  ^ixcn  them  the  idea  thai 
he  could  entertain  sm  h  a  sui;i;('stion  even  b»r  a  moment.  So  tIli^^ 
episode  blew  over  harndessly. 

A  more  sei'ious  occurrence  \\as  the  nu'etin.u  sumnioiKMl  as  the 
result  of  two  anonynn)Us  letters,  whiidi  ici  Ivlcssly  ur.^ed  to  seelc  a 
redress  of  iL;rie\a nces  by  \iolent  means.  It  invoh'ed  the  dese]'- 
tioii  of  the  country,  as  \\'ashin,L;ton  put  it,  "in  the  e.xtremest 
houi-  of  he]-  disti-ess.  or  tuiinni;  our  aims  against  it."  The  pi'c 
cious  (iates,  stauuei'in^  nndia-  ihe  obbxpiy  (d"  the  cabal  a,uainst 
^^'ashin,^■ton  and  his  disi^rareful  (bd'i^at  at  the  south,  but  still 
an  officer  by  i-eason  of  his  political  '*  imll,"  is  supposed  to  have 
been  at  the  bottom  of  these  seditious  councils,  ami  the  anon\- 
mous  letters  were  entirely  worthy  and  (  hai-act erist ic  of  liini, 
es])ecially  when  it  is  considere(l  that  the  second  one  Avas  so 
woT'ded  as  to  seek  to  coniju'omise  A\'ashi  nut  on.  A^'lien  the  u-<'n- 
eral  was  made  aware  of  the  mo\(>meiit  on  foot,  he  at  om'(^  de- 
ternnned  to  uui'l^'       seidimeuts  aroused  into  better  channels. 

The  meeting  of  the  olVicers  A\-as  called  on  oafurday,  ^lar(  h 
at  the"  Temide,""  a  fi-ame  struciui-e  near  fli<'  hea  h  punt  er^ 
(renn>ved  in  Re|ttembei-,  17s:>).  consiructed  jirinmrily  for  public 
worship,  and  lai'^e  enough  to  cotitain  a  "•in-iuade"  at  a  tim(\ 
There  were  also  j-ooms  for  olticers  at  one  end,  and  a  cupola  ami 
fla_iistaff  on  the  roof.    \\'ashin,uto!i  app<'ared  anmnu  t^l'^^  assem- 
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blt'd  onict'i'Sj  ^^•ith  (Icncial  Ciatos  in  llu'  chair,  appealing;-  li»  tlu-ir 
patriotism  to  eiuluri'  what  C<jiii;ross  could  not  at  present  remedy, 
to  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  violence'  or  desertion,  wliifdi  wei'c 
l)ractically  fi-eason;  and  pledged  liimself  to  do  his  utmost  foi' 
them,  assuring  them  that  Congress  was  acting  tcnvard  them  in 
good  faith 

Let  me  conjure  you,"  he  said'  "  in  tlie  name  of  our  ciunnion 
country,  as  you  respect  tlie  riglits  of  humanity,  and  as  you 
regard  the  military  and  national  character  of  America,  to  ex- 
press your  utn.iost  horror  and  detestation  tif  the  man  who  wishes, 
under  an}'  sjtecious  pretenses,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  our 
country;  ami  who  wickedly  attem])ts  lo  open  the  tlood-gates  of 
civil  disc(n'd  and  deluge  our  rising  empire  in  l)]o(»d."  These 
words  swept  the  small  machinations  of  a  Gates  before  them, 
restored  otlicers  and  ai'my  to  a  true  sense  of  tludr  purpose,  and 
aroused  within  them,  the  ferv(jr  of  a  patri(uism  akin  to  that 
^^•hi(dl  burned  in  the  soul  of  a  Washington,  and  which  had  in- 
spired the  ai)peal  to  ^^■hich  they  had  listened. 

Meantime  the  commissioners  at  Pai'is,  representing  the  con- 
tending nations,  bad  arranged  preliminary  articles  (jf  peace,  the 
news  of  which  was  promulgated  in  a  general  order  on  the  day 
before  the  anniversary  of  Lexington,  17S3,  lending  enthusiasm 
to  its  ce!ebrati<.in  the  next  day.  On  Se}(tember  3  a  (h'finitive 
treaty  and  ])eace  were  signed,  whi<  h  \\  as  announced  to  th<- 
oountiy  in  October,  and  on  November  '2.  ITSo,  was  formally  ])ro- 
claimed  lo  the  ai'iuy.  The  closing  ceremonies  of  evacuation  by 
the  enemy  and  occuj)ation  by  the  American  troops  occurre<l  a( 
New  York  CMty  on  Novend)er  17S3. 

The  troo]is  had  marched  down  earliei'  in  the  month  and  \\-ere 
awaiting  the  signal  to  enter  tlie  city  at  noon  of  that  day.  When 
it  came  the  march  was  begun,  tho  f(U-t  f(»rnuilly  taken,  and  tlie 
flag  flung  to  the  breeze.  On  Deceinber  i  Washington  aske(l  his 
officers  to  nu'et  him  at  Fr  uin(M''s  Tavern,  still  preserved,  and  in 
the  "  Long  ]u>om  on  the  secoml  floor  he  took  from  them  a  fare- 
well so  touching  in  its  simplicity  that  not  ouo  of  these  stern 
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warriors  bur  was  incited  to  tears.  Then,  botwtM  ii  lilcs  of  soldiers 
and  crowds  of  citizens  lining'  rhe  streets  and  wharves,  \\'asld iil;- 
ton  A\'alkcd  to  his  bar.uc  Ivin^'  at  the  foot  of  Whitehall  Street, 
or  at  the  pres(^nt  South  l'\'rry.  As  lie  stepped  in  and  the  boat 
iiiovi'd  otT,  deateninu  huzzas  from  the  j)eoplc  drowjicd  the  sahos 
of  cannon.  It  was  the  last  scene  of  all  that  closed  this  strand- 
eventful  history"  of  the  Kevolution,  in  which  the  State  of  New 
York  had  borne  so  prominent  a  part. 


3Ht 


CUAPTEK  XL 

THE  STATE   AXU  THE  ITNION. 

Y  public  and  formal  ciiactuK'Ut  Xew  York  ceased  to 
be  a  colony  and  bet-anie  a  State  on  the  date  of 
the  battle  of  Lexington,  Api-il  11),  177.").  P.ut  the 
saying'  so  in  solemn  res(diition,  by  le<^!shit  i  vc 
assemblies  did  not  make  it  so,  without  the  provision  for 
very  many  im[)ortant  details  of  governnn'nt.  These  were 
gradually  attended  to,  carefully  arranged,  and  iirndy  (.'stablislied 
by  a  legal  iustrunuuit  tlu-n  still  a.  nowlty  in  the  history  of 
govei'umeuts — a  constitution,  drawn  uji  and  a<loiit('d  in  dm-  tine'. 
The  events  connected  Avith  the  develo])ment  of  this  iiist it  u t  i(Ui 
make  up  the  civil  histoiy  of  our  State,  whitdi  we  have  neglecl cd 
while  following  the  stirring  military  annals  (jf  our  strtiggle 
for  iiide[»endence.  Imt  which  went  on  just  lh«  same  in  the  midsi 
of  war. 

\\'e  have  seen  that  the  ProAincial  Assembly  of  New  York, 
the  bold  initiat(U-  of  the  contest  whi(di  could  have  no  end  excepi 
in  independence,  kept  up  the  contest  brav(dy  till  indejieiideuce 
was  (juite  within  sight,  and  then  was  inclined  to  back  down  a 
little,  as  if  frightened  at  tln^  sfjecter  to  which  it  lunl  gi\-en  a 
soul  and  body.  The  mantle  of  the  initiative  in  patriotic  \\ork  fell 
then  ti{>on  those  members  of  the  Assembly  who  were  willing  to 
face  the  new  future  ev(d;ed,  who  constituted  a  Committee  el 
Correspondenc<'. 

This  committee,  early  in  177."),  sent  a  call  to  all  the  couniies 
<»f  the  J'roviuce.  iuvitinu  and  uruinu  them  to  (dect  delegates  to  a 
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IM'dN  iiicial  C(>nv(Mi( ioii,  witich  M  as  appointed  to  meet  in  New 
York  City  on  April  20.  There  bi-iiii^  no  tele^i'apli  in  those  tilings, 
t lie  convention  met  on  tliat  date,  cniircly  dhlivious  of  wlial  had 
laken  jdace  at  Lexington  the  day  befor<\  It  remained  in 
ignorance  durinii'  if-'^  w  lmh'  sessiun  of  three  days,  udjournin^  on 
Saturday,  April  22. 

On  Snnday,  the  23d,  tln^  news  i»f  Le.\inutt)n  reaehe<l  Neu'  York, 
and  ait'airs  at  om-e  assnmed  a  n<'W  j»hase.  The  Committee  of 
Corresi)ondence  was  in  existence  as  a  sort  »jf  executive  com- 
mittee (»f  tliese  le^ishitive  bodies,  and  it  at  once  sent  out  cij'- 
culai-s  again  to  tlie  ^■arious  counties.  The  convention  just  ad- 
journed had  had  for  its  one  aim  tlie  eh'ction  of  delegates  to  the 
Second  Continental  ('ongress.  to  assemble  at  I'hiladelidiia  in 
J  775,  called  for  by  the  I-"irsf  Congress  of  September,  1774. 
The  counties  wei'e  asl^ed  to  jtrovidc  for  a  more  i-adical  step  now. 
The  delegates  to  be  chosen  weic  to  compose  a.  Provincial  Con- 
gress to  legislate  and  act  as  present  emergencies  should  seem 
to  dictate,  ^^'ith  this  changed  aspect  of  the  case,  the  counties 
so  responded,  and  the  first  I'rovincial  Congress  of  New  York  met 
on  May  24,  1775. 

Of  this  tirst  Congress  Peter  ^'an  Rrugh  Livingston  was  chosen 
president.  In  spite  of  the  (lua^i-revtdutionary  situation  which 
had  called  it  into  being,  its  main  business  seems  to  have  been 
the  drawing  up  of  a  plan  foi-  rr.^onciliation  \\iih  England,  in 
wliieb  it  exhibited  a  willingness  to  make  concessions  of  so 
S(>rions  a  character  that  the  agent  of  the  Pi'ovince  in  England 
was  fain  to  find  fault  with  it  for  its  scru])ulous  tinndity." 
This  agent  deserves  a  moment's  attention.  It  had  been  the 
custom  for  many  years  for  the  colonies  to  have  an  agrMit  eacli 
in  or  near  ParlianuMit  to  watch  legislation  or  guide  it  in  tlu^ir 
interest.  In  the  year  1770  the  Assembly,  on  the  nomination 
of  Pliili])  Sclr.iyler,  had  chosen  for  the  otlice  of  agimt  for  New 
Yoi'k  no  less  a  ])erson  than  the  famous  (u^ator  Edmund  P>urk-e, 
for  whom  his  own  country,"  says  P>ancroft,  •'  had  no  emi)loy- 
nnmt."    His  salary  was  fixed  at  £500  yearly. 
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With  no  royal  govonior  any  loii^or  recognizod  and  no  state 
rogiilaiiy  constitntc*!  Ix-inu'  yet  in  existence,  the  ciiirr  anthmity 
rested  with  the  i»resident  of  the  ^ro^'in(•ial  Congress.  '\\>  tliis 
position  was  eleeted  Nathaniel  W'oodliull,  in  Augnst,  ITT."),  pro 
iciiipoir,  and  as  i)ei'nian<-n t  incunibent,  at. the  iliird  ('ongress,  in 
Jnly,  177(!.  A  sad  fati'  ovei  t(»ok  liini  only  a  few  ^\ celcs  later.  He 
was  a  resident  (d'  .Mastic,  Sulf(dk  ('onnty,  u]i  l.ong  Ishnnl.  As  a 
man  of  some  military  ex[)erience  (we  met  liiiii  as  major  going 
with  Bradstreet  on  his  expedition  against  Fort  I'^rontenac)  he 
was  made  hrigadier-general  (d"  the  militia  of  ()ueens  and  Snffolk 
counties.  The  duty  assignetl  him  was  to  collect  cattle  and  dri\e 
them  away  before  the  approach  (d'  the  enemy,  when  they  h;id 
made  their  landing  on  the  island. 

This  clone  he  found  himself  under  orders  from  which  neither 
the  Provincial  Congress  nor  ^^'ashiug■ton  released  liim,  to  remain 
at  Jamaica,  having  but  one  hnnilred  nnlitia  with  him.  This  was 
a  critical  situati(Ui  after  the  battle  of  L(nig  Island,  and  he  was 
soon  overtaken  by  the  enemy.  The  captors,  under  the  direction 
of  their  ollicer,  Colomd  Oliver  De  Laneey,  a  rabid  Tory,  were 
guilty  of  the  outrage  of  seriously  wounding  General  Wood  hull 
with  their  swords  after  he  had  yielded  his  own.  They  followed 
up  this  crime  by  refnsing  him  proper  me<lical  att(nidance  and 
thrusting  him  into  indecent  jtlaces  of  confinement,  until  an 
English  officer  took  pity  on  him.  an<l  had  him  removed  to  a 
fai-mhouse  at  New  Uireclit.  Heie  his  ^\•ounds  w<'re  linally 
dressed,  but  it  was  too  late;  gangrene  had  set  in,  and  (leneral 
Woodliull  died  on  ?!eptember  20.  ITTfi,  less  than  a  month  after 
the  battle  of  Long  Island. 

The  second  Provincial  Congress  was  n(»t  much  better  than  the 
first  in  forceful  and  decided  patriotic  action.  'I'wo  of  tln^  coun- 
ties, Queens  and  Picdimond,  de(dined  lo  send  del(\uates  alto- 
gether. It  met  in  the  autumn  td'  ITTo,  an<I  distinguished  its(df 
by  objecting  t')  tlie  iincsinient  of  the  city  f(U'  its  defen^^e  against 
the  British,  by  the  army  sent  to  X(nv  York  by  Washington  undei' 
(Jeneral  Charles  Lee,  in  I'(d)i'uary,  ITTfi.    The  Contiiu'utal  Con- 
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jjrpss,  however,  insisted  that  Lee  shoiihl  proceed,  and  he  eanie 
ill  spite  of  the  provini'ial  body's  rcinoHstraiir<'.  Xo  final  brcalv 
with  the  British  otiicials  still  lin^crinu  nhont  New  "^'orl;  llaibor 
was  made  until  W'ashinm on"s  anival  in  A])ril,  177<i.  Tlic  third 
I'i'ovincial  C'onuress  met  in  New  Voi'k  in  May,  .and  under  its 
aiis]tires  stei>s  were  inaugurated  for  tlu'  ori;anizatii)n  of  the 
S:tate. 

'J'his  Congress  was  ()l)li';(,'(l  to  leave  the  city,  whirh  had  been 
tlie  si'at  of  eoh»nial  and  proviiudal  le.L;islation  since  it  was  tirst 
iiistitutv'd  in  1(!S3.  The  press  of  military  e\ents  nunle  it  ex- 
pedient to  adjourn  to  White  Plains, 
and  here,  on  July  !),  it  recei\ed  a  copy 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
promulgated  at  IMiiladelphia  on  July 
■4,  ]7T(>.  It  wiis  I'eferred  to  a  com- 
mittee, whose  (hairinan.  J(diu  Jay, 
dre\\'  up  a  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  ado])ted:  "That  the 
reasons  assiL^iKMl  by  the  Continental 
Congress  for  deidarini;-  the  Tniti'd 
Colonies  free  and  indeixuident  States 
are  cogent  and  (-(uudusive;  and  that 
while  we  lament  th<'  cruel  necessity 
which  has  rendere(l  this  measuie  un- 
avoidable, we  approve  the  same,  and 
will,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  ('(^rtunes,  join  with  the  other 
colojiies  in  suppoi-ting  it." 

(Jenei-al  Woodhull  had  been  elected  President  on  July  (!,  and 
in  view  of"  the  martyrdom  so  dose  ujion  him  it  was  language 
worthy  of  him,  and  indicated  a  great  ad\ani-e  upon  the  timid 
attittide  hitherto  maintaine(l  by  the  Congress.  It  therefore  also 
(dieerftdly  accepted  tlu^  logical  conse<i uences  of  the  ]>e(  laration 
and  the  indorsement  of  ir.  On  August  1,  ITKI,  ( Jou\  <M-n;Mir 
Mori-is  moved,  ami  ^^'illiam  l>uer  (later  jtresident  of  C(dunibia 
College)  seconded,  that  a  commit  fee  be  appoint(Ml  to  pre]>are  and 
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report  a  ])laii  for  tlio  (»r^aiii/.nti(ni  of  a  now  form  of  i;dv<'i"iinioiU 
for  tlio  State.  Of  this  Jolm  Jay  was  ai)i)iiim(Ml  cliaii-in;! ii.  miil 
associartMl  with  liim  were  ( iomci'iicnr  Mon-is,  KoImti  11. 
stoii,  ^^'iliiaIll  Duor,  Abraii;! m  and  IJohcrt  Yates.  -Jolm  .Morin 
Scoit,  \\"illi;ini  Smith,  the  historian  {\v\ut  Lalcr  left  tin-  rountrv 
as  ;i  Tory)  and  othci-s  not  so  wdl  Iciiown. 

'J'hc  commit  too  m  us  to  rcpoi'l  on  An^nst  Id;  bnt  t  ho  tni'moil 
<»[  war  (lid  not  jx-rmit  sn(di  proni])!  i>roroodin^s  of  a  i  i\  il  nahirc. 
Before  Anunst  was  far  advanced  th<'  Conuress  had  to  adjoiiin 
from  ^^'hite  IMains  to  Harlem,  where  it  met  in  The  chniH  lt.  It 
niii;rated  in  (jnick  snccession  to  Ivin^shi'idL^c;  tf»  Phili]ise  .AI;im»i', 
at  Yonkers;  to  I'ishkill;  to  I'oni;hkee])sie;  ami  tVnally.  in  l^eb- 
ruary,  1777,  from  the  lattei-  i)lace  to  the  \  iila^-e  of  Kinusion, 
which,  as  the  temjiorary  capital  of  the  State,  drew  down  n]»on 
itself,  as  we  sa\A',  the  vengeance  of  General  A'ant;han,  in 
October,  1777. 

Tlie  remainder  of  the  year  1770.  after  the  cf)mmittee  was 
ai»pointed,  was  not  favorable  to  iL^overnment  makinu'.  It  was 
not  till  after  AVashiniiion  had  put  new  life  and  hojx'  into  the 
cause  of  independence,  at  Ti'enton  and  Trinceton.  that  -bdin  Jay 
seriously  addicssed  himself  to  the  task  of  di-awin^-  n]»  the  Coir 
stitntion  of  the  State.  Ketirini;  to  sonn^  retreat  in  tic  country, 
lie  was  busy  at  it  through  the  winter  months  of  1777,  ami  on 
Mar(di  12  it  was  laid  b(d'ore  the  rrosimdal  Conuress,,  in  session 
at  Kingston.  Its  various  pr(»visions  were  carefully  discussed 
dui-ing  several  wind-cs,  and  on  Sunday,  Ajiril  20,  1777,  it  was 
una  nimously  adopted. 

The  house  in  which  the  (NMii^ress  met  whih^  this  m<um'ntou< 
sul)ject  was  before  them,  is  still  standinu,.  i-eli^ionsly  ]»rese!'ved 
and  knowji  as  the  ''Senate  House,"  on  the  (orner  of  .Muin  and 
Fair  streets,  at  Kingston.  It  is  a  plain,  substantial  bnildinu,  of 
bine  limestone  (piarried  in  tlu'  neioIilMU'hood,  two  stories  hi^h. 
with  doors  and  w  imlowsat  unefprnl  inter\'als.  P.efore  this  house 
tlie  residents  of  Kingston  and  as  many  outsiders  as  may  hav(^ 
heard  of  the   intended   iu'oc(M-dings  and    conld    get  there. 
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jissombled  on  TiK^sday,  A[)ril  22,  1777,  to  hoar  the  Constitution  of 
their  now  Stuto  road  to  tlimn.  Tlio  occasion  was  well  worthy  tho 
[xmcil  of  tho  artist,  iov  lu'ro  was  bogun  tho  ind<'poii(lcnt  life  of 
a  ii,roat  nionibor  of  the  I'nion,  tli"n  as  yi't  so  fooldc,  whi(  li  was 
<h'stinod  in  linio  to  bor(»nio  its  l^inpiro  .State.  Its  ^trf-ainbh-  said: 
"All  power  whatever  in  the  State  ha.tli  reverted  to  the  pooph' 
(hereof,"  and  that  there  eonhl  bo  n(»  antliority  over  tlieiii  except 
that  derived  fi'oni  and  ^rantiMl  by  tlieiii. 

As  to  tho  precise  foi'ni  of  jiovoiaunent  prescril)od,  Jay  liad 
allowed  hinis(df  to  bo  uui(b'd  by  tiial  \\'lMeli  the  C(dony  or 
province  had  h)ng'  enjoyed.  "  Tlio  fact  is.''  says  a  bio^rajdior, 
"  that  tlie  Constitution  of  Xow  York  was  a  special  adai»tation  of 
tho  provincial  govornniont,  with  as  few  modifications  as  tho 
circumstances  required,  and  those  cdiietly  snp,\2,este<l  by  the 
history  of  the  province. "  Tho  main  features  were  a  ^dvernor  as 
chief  magistrate,  a  legislature  of  t^A'o  houses,  and  an  ind^^pendent 
judiciary;  so  that  there  was  evident  tho  sharp  distinction  be- 
Iwoeu  the  throe  great  doi>artmonts  of  government:  the  ox(H-utivo, 
the  legislative,  and  the  juiliciary.  To  avoid  tho  evils  of  arbitrary 
selections  of  olficers  by  tho  governor  alone,  which  had  wrought 
mischief  in  colonial  times,  a  Council  of  A]>]M»intiiient  was 
created  to  share  that  responsibility  with  the  governor.  Kobert 
Livingston  was  ap})ointed  chancellor,  and  Jolni  Jay  clnef 
justice  of  the  new  State.  On  ^fay  13,  this  memorable  conven- 
tion, or  Provincial  Congress,  dissolved,  to  be  succoi'ded  by  tho 
lirst  State  Legislature,  which  was  called  to  meet  at  Kingston  c)n 
August  1,  1 777. 

An  important  question  was,  Who  should  be  the  first  governor 
of  the  State?  ^Many  thought  that  John  Jay  Avas  (Uititlod  to 
that  honor,  but  when  he  A\as  a]»proach<'(l  on  the  subject,  he 
emphatically  declined,  feeling  that  he  was  bettor  adapted  to  tho 
position  of  chief  justice.  The  minds  of  tho  Council  of  Safety, 
charged  by  the  late  convention  with  carrying  the  Constitution 
into  effect,  then  turned  instinctively  to  Philip  Schuyler,  of 
Albany.    P.ut  tho  peo]d<'  wore  now  in  tho  saddle,  and  they  had 
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an  aversion  to  aristocrats,  ovon  when  of  such  fine  rind  iiuhlc 
caliber  as  was  Schuyler.  Tlic  election  \\  ;is  iicld  on  -July  li,  1777, 
and  General  (!eorii,i'  Clinton,  the  man  of  I  he  ]>('o]tl(',  hii;,  hiirly. 
and  nui^uncl ic,"  was  clcrted  to  the  chair,  whicli  he  was  to  hold 
nninleri-nittedly  by  repeated  re-(decl  ioii:*  till  ]1U~>,  only  to  lie 
\>\\{  in  ajj,ain  in  ISOI,  and  to  be  i-aised  thence  to  the  \'i(<'  I'resi- 
dency  of  the  United  States  in  L'^dl,  \\  itli  Jell^-rson's  second  term. 

lie  was  a  native  of  Little  Britain,  in  ( )i-ani;e  County,  descended 
from  early  Scotch-Irish  settlers,  and  was  just  forty  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  election.  He  came  (^f  jj,ood  tiL^htini!,  sto»  Ic.  his 
father  beini;  in  comnuind  of  I'ort  Herkimer,  as  we  saw  ,  in  175S, 
when  he  and  his  brother  joined  JJradsti'eet  on  his  \\  ay  to  j'ort 
Frontenac.  He  studied  hiAA-  in  William  Smith's  othce,  an<I  when 
only  twenty-eight  became  a  member  of  the  Assembly  for  I'lstei' 
in  1T(>S.  He  was  a  nieml)er  of  the  rontineutal  Congress  in  177.''». 
He  (jualified  as  ^-oNcrnor  on  July  81.  1777,  but  he  was  not  asked 
to  resi<j,u  his  command  in  the  ai'my,  ^vi^h  \\  hicli  he  remained  in 
active  service  until  December.  The  ceremony  of  inaui^uralion 
was  painfully  sim})le:  in  the  i)resence  of  the  C'(mncil  of  Safety, 
acting-  until  the  Legislature  should  c(uivene,  he  to<)k  the  oath  of 
ofBce,  "  clothe<l  in  the  uniform  of  the  service,  and  sword  in 
hand,  standing  ^)n  the  t(»]t  of  a  barrel  in  front  of  the  courthouse 
in  Kingston."  If  that  A\as  the  same  l>arrel  which  had  sei-ved 
as  a  rosti'um  to  the  clerk  of  the  convention  when  1m'  read  the 
Constitution,  it  is  to  be  hoi)ed  that  it  esca]ted  the  incendiary 
fire  of  the  British,  and  is  still  on  exhibition  at  the  old  State 
House. 

The  State  had  uo^\■  done  what  the  Continental  Congress  had 
recommended  in  April,  177(s  even  before  the  I  >e(dai'ation  of  In- 
dependence had  been  so  much  as  [>ropos<Ml.  L  had  then  resohcd, 
"That  it  be  re<-(nnnu'nded  to  the  several  Assend)Iies  and  ('(in- 
ventions of  the  I'nited  Ctdonies.  where  no  government  sutlicieni 
to  the  exigencies  of  their  atVaii's  hath  been  established,  to  adopt 
such  a  government  as  shall,  in  theopiinon  of  tiie  rei»resentat ives 
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of  the  people,  best  ooiuhiee  to  the  liaitjMiiess  and  safety  of  tlieir 
ronstitiKMits  in  partk-nlar,  and  of  Anirrira  in  ,i;i'nerul." 

This  wise  (.'ounsel  liad  been  followe*!  in  New  York,  as  we  have 
Just  seen.  The  other  Stales — late  colonies — likewise  acted  upon 
it.  And  now  that  I  he  w  ar  was  over,  il  was  hiuh  time  for  I  he 
States  to  turn  n])on  the  ("oiiLtri'ss  willi  (he  retort.  "  IMiysiciaii, 
iK'al  thyself  !  "  There  \\  as  for  the  whole  country  "  no  govern nicnt 
sudicient  to  the  exiiioncies  of  its  affairs."  From  the  tronbk'S  de- 
veloped and  the  lonu  years  of  \)evU,  anxiety,  friction,  opitosition, 
which  wt-re  needed  to  construct 
and  establish  such  a  j;()vernnient, 
we  are  almost  templed  to  ask 
whether  it  were  best  to  have  put 
the  formation  of  State  govern- 
ments first.  Was  it  not  a  little 
lik(>  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse  ?  It  cei-tainly  had  the  effect 
ftf  encouraging  a  most  lively 
sense  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  which  it  was  almost  im- 
possible sufficiently  to  suppress 
so  as  to  save  any  kind  of  sovei-- 
eignty  for  a  central  government. 

Congress  in  no  way  secured  for 
itself  at  first  any  ade(]uate  sov- 
ereignty or  power  of  that  sort. 
During  the  War  of  the  devolution  it  noted  under  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  and  these  made  the  United  States  a;  a  country 
or  a  nation  about  as  coherent  as  a  rope  of  sand.  It  h'ft  to  each 
State  'Mts  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  indepen<lenre,  and  every 
power,  jurisdiction,  and  right  whi(di  is  nut  by  this  Confeileration 
e.vpressly  delegated  to  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled." 
P>ut  tlie  "express  delegation"  was  not  sutlicient  to  give  it  any 
elTective  or  even  respectable  cenlial  authority.    The  Confi-dera- 


WILLIAM  I'lTT 


348 


THE    E.MIMKi:    STATK    IN    THREE  CEXTURIES. 


tion  Avas  modolotl  after  that  of  Holland,  which  had  aeconijilishcd 
g'loj-ioiis  thiiij^s  in  earlier  days,  but  as  a  pei'numentlx  \\  (ti-l-:iiiu 
Sfdieiiie  had  often  broken  down  badly,  and  was  at  tliis  time  cany 
inj?  the  Dutch  Kepnblic  vovy  rapidly  to  ruin  and  dissolui ion. 

In  America  the  evils  (if  a  nicro  hiosc  c()ii.fc(U'i'at  ion,  witlmii  I  licad 
or  heai't,  did  not  become  i;"larin^ly  apparent  till  after  the  war. 
A  connnou  peril  and  (he  need  of  a  united  front  before  the  ciiciiiy. 
had  obscured  to  a  i^reat  extent  the  real  absence  of  unity  in 
ccOYornnient,  but  it  had  not  been  completely  concealed  even 
then,  as  Washin,uton  and  the  army  found  to  their  cost  time  ami 
again.  Rut  when  the  war  was  over  the  dismal  spectacle  of 
disunion  could  no  longer  remain  undetected  in  all  its  horrois 
and  dangers.  The  period  from  1783,  when  the  British  left  tiie 
country,  to  17S0,  when  '\^'ashington  Avas  inaugurated,  is  regarded 
by  Professor  I'iske  as  the  "Critical  Period  in  American  His- 
tory," beyoiul  all  comi^arison  even  with  the  i»eriod  of  the  j)i'<'- 
ceding  war.  As  he  remarks  again,  it  was  then  that  the  country 
was  actually     di-ifting  toward  anarchy." 

The  manifestation  of  this  dreadful  tendency  lay  conspicuously 
in  the  way  of  commercial  intercourse.  The  States  made  nothing 
less  than  commercial  war  upon  each  other.  ^lassachusetts.  New 
Hami)shire,  and  IJhode  Island  c1os(m1  their  jxirts  to  British  shij)- 
ping;  and  Connecticut  thereuiion  threw  hers  open  with  entliu- 
siasm,  and  then  added  to  the  offense  by  recjuiring  duties  paid 
ui>on  imports  from  ]\rassachnsetts.  Pennsylvania  discriminated 
against  Delaware;  and  New  Jersey,  pillaged  at  once  by  both  lier 
greater  neighbors,  was  compared  to  a  cask  ta])]u'd  at  both  ends." 
It  is  sad  for  us  to  confess  that  our  own  State  of  New  York  jilayed 
a  conspicuous  part  in  this  small  and  foolish  l  usiness.  A  nourish- 
ing trade  had  sin'ung  up  between  Connecticut  and  herself,  in 
firewood,  the  sujtply  of  this  article  for  New  York  City,  now 
nund)ering  30. 000  pin-sons,  dejx'uding  almost  entir(dy  upon  tlie 
neighboring  State.  T'](|ually  im]M)rtant  was  the  trade  in  eggs, 
vegetables,  butter,  and  cheese,  which  New  Jersey  supplied  to 
the  city. 
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X<'\v  ^'(»i'k  State  was  (Ictt'i'iiiiiu'd  to  stop  the  profits  (»f  tlu-sc 
tii'i^Iihors  at  the  cxpi'iist,'  of  licr  (twn  ritizoiis.  duty  or  impost 
was  laid  upon  iiiiiinrtcd  tire\\o()(l  and  <\u',us,  arid,  as  it  lias  been 
wtdl  said,  every  lumber  sloop  from  Connecticut  and  ovciy 
fariuor's  boat  from  New  Jersey,  was  to  pay  entrance  fees  ami 
L^ct  clearance  papei's,  as  if  they  \\('re  three-masters  hailini;  from 
London  or  .Vmstei-dam.  Only  retaliation  could  foll((^^■  such  a 
p(dicy.  (Vtnnecticut  business  men  at  New  London  formeil  a  non- 
importation agreement  against  New  York,  startlingly  like  that 
of  all  America  against  L]nuland  in  ITri.j  or  17(i9.  New  Jersey 
lev  ied  a  yearly  tax  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  on  the  lighthouse 
owned  l)y  Nt'W  York  on  Samly  Hook.  Professor  I'iske  do('s  not 
hesitate  to  aver  that  *'  but  for  the  good  work  done  by  tlie  fiMleral 
convention,  another  five  years  would  scarcely  have  ela[)sed  before 
shots  would  have  been  fired  and  seeds  of  perpetual  liatre<l  sown 
on  the  shores  that  look  toward  ^Manhattan  Island.'' 

And  this  quarrel  and  mutual  op]»ression  among  the  iStates  had 
a  thi'eatening  effect  u])on  the  general  go\'ernmeiit.  New  York 
not  oidy  laid  a  tariff  uiion  eggs  and  things,  but  it  com])(dled 
New  Jersey  to  i>ay  duties  on  evei'ything  that  was  imported  from 
abroad  for  her  own  use,  and  that  had  to  pass  through  the  port 
of  Ne^^'  York.  So  its  Legislature,  by  a  large  majority,  voted  that 
it  would  not  pay  a  cent  of  the  re((uisition  of  Congress  for  the 
conduct  of  governmenr,  "  until  all  tin'  States  should  have 
accepted  the  measure  of  an  import  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  general 
treasury."  Other  States  had  other  reasons  f(U'  refusing  a  gen- 
eral revenue  or  ham]>ering  its  collection  by  Congress.  Penn- 
sylvania, at  tirst  assenting,  later  \Nithheld  its  complianct^  with 
the  revenue  plan  "•unless  it  should  include  supi)lementaiy' 
funds." 

New  York  imposed  the  duty  pn^posed  by  Congress,  btit  re- 
served the  revenue  to  itself,  with  I'ight  of  collecting  it.  Congress, 
in  desperation,  begged  Cioverm)r  Clinton  to  convene  the  Legis- 
lature in  special  session,  so  that  it  nught  retreat  fi-om  this 
j)osition.    Clinton,  who  made  himself  [lopular  by  a  narrow- 
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minded  exclusive  re^;U'd  foi*  New  ^'()^k^s  iiiteicsts  alutu',  coldh 
replied:  "1  liave  not  {>o\ver  t<>  convene  I  he  Leuislal  ui'e,  e.\(  <'j,i 
on  ext i-aord innry  occasions,  and  as  (he  jiresent  business  h;is 
repeatedly  been  laid  before  them,  and  has  so  recent  I  \-  i-ecei\  .  d 
tlieir  determination,  it  can  not  come  within  that  descripi  iim," 
And  Congress  was  hel])Iess  before  that  hauulily  refusal.  li 
liiimiliated  itself  by  another  re(ines(,  but  the  burly  i;o\ernur, 
scorniiiu'  the  refinements  of  aristocracy,  blntitly  denied  the 
solicitations  of  the  Sujireme  Council  of  the  Nation.  It  was  a 
pitiful  exhibit  ion,  an<l  allected  to  a  most  serious  di'!.;ree  the 
attitude  of  Cou^i^ress  and  the  Nation  toward  foreiiiii  couutries. 
The  situation  was  simply  intolerable,  and  a  remedy^  must  com;- 
or  ruin  would  fcdlow  a])ace. 

^A'hat  was  to  be  done?  At  first  a  conventi(ui  of  delegates  from 
the  several  States  was  called  to  meet  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  Sep- 
tember, 178G.  It  was  to  deal  only  with  the  subject  of  comnn'rcial 
intercourse  between  the  States,  but  it  failed  even  of  this  ]>ur- 
pose,  for  only  ti\('  States  were  rei)resented,  \'ir,u,inia,  Delaware, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  Thus  the  very  State 
where  it  met  was  not  represented.  Yet  it  Mas  not  a  fruitless 
meetin*;'  by  any  means,  for  out  of  it  grew  th<'  gi'eat  convention 
that  gave  us  the  I'ederal  Constitution.  Two  things  conti-ibuted 
to  this.  Xe^\■  Jersey,  in  ai>pointing  its  didegates,  gave  a  hint  of 
possibilities  beyond  "  commercial  regulati(,)ns,"  by  en)phasizing 
"and  othei-  important  matters,''  which  "might  be  necessary  to 
the  common  interest  and  permanent  harnmny  of  the  several 
States." 

The  other  instrumentality  enii»loyed  by  an  overruling  IM'ovi- 
dence  to  secur<^  the  greater  results  so  muidi  needed,  was  a  person 
in  whom  New  York  State  may  take  a  just  pride.  At  a  meeting 
in  the  "  l-Melds,"  or  Commons,  in  New  York  City  in  1774,  to 
<liscuss  or  ratify  the  ap])oinrment  of  the  State's  five  delegates 
to  the  fii-st  Continental  Congress,  a  s|ie<'(di  was  made  by  a  mere 
strijding  (»f  seventeen,  a  student  at  King's  (oi*  Columbia)  ('ol- 
lege,  whi(h  had  electritled  the  audience  with  its  ehxpience  as 
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u-('ll  as  solid  reasoning  and  coiiiiiKHi  sense.  'I'his  was  the  tirst 
jtiihlic  npix'arancc  of  .Vlexandcr  Hamilton,  a  native  of  the  West 
ln<lies,  l»n(  tlien  ajnl  evei'  after  an  aiMlent  stippoi-ter  (»f  tlie  catise 
<,f  indeiiendeiire,  and  a  devoted  citizen  of  Xe\\'  \nvk  State. 

At  tlie  outbreak  of  the  war  lie  had  organized  an  artillery 
coni])any,  liad  ser\-ed  \\'ashini;t on  as  an  aid.  risen  to  the 

rank  of  colonel,  and  was  rho  leader  of  the  American  regiment 
whi(di  took  one  of  the  redoubts  at  Y(^rktown,  ^\-hile  a  Fremdi 
detachment  t(H»k  the  other — the  success  of  \\hi(.di  manetiver 
settled  the  fate  of  C'ornwallis.  After  the  war  he  had  studied  law, 
fittinj;-  himself  for  the  bar  with  exli-aordinarv  raiiiditv.  and  dis- 
playing; unusual  ability  in 
this  new  ])rofession,  and 
lie  was  to  attain  immortal 
distinction  also  in  the 
ranks  of  statesmauslnp. 
As  one  has  truly  said; 
"  1  lis  I'are  powers  eut  iile 
him  to  the  fame  of  bein^ 
the  first  intidlectual  prod- 
uct of  Aniei'ica."  It  is 
interestin.i;'  to  note  that 
he  was  the  more  cdosely  identitie<l  with  the  interests  of  (he  State 
of  New  "^'ork  as  haviiifj,-  been  linked  in  marriai^e  to  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  of  its  families,  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  (len- 
eral  Philip  Sciiuyler,  haviny  been  won  by  the  handsome  face 
and  extraordinary  talents  of  the  almost  friendless  and  certainly 
honndess  younp,'  man. 

At  the  bar  Uamilton  had  already  won  the  reputatiiui  of  a 
"  mo(hd  of  e!o(pienc('  and  the  nu»st  fascinating-  of  orators,"  as 
Story  puts  it.  He  was  sent  by  New  York  to  re]tres(uit  it  at 
Anna])olis.  When  any  other  business  seemed  useh^ss.  Hamilton 
occupied  the  tinu'  to  carry  out  in  a  paper  the  hint  thrown  out  by 
Xew  Jersey  as  to  "  other  matters."  This  was  an  address  directed 
to  all  the  States,  and  urti,ini2,'  that  commissioners  be  a|)pointed 
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to  mcci  ill  I'hiladclphia  on  tlu-  scroiid  Monday  in  -May,  ]  7n7. 
Tlicse  wore  l(»  "devise  such  fniMlier  ]»ro\isi(ins  as  sliall  a|>|»e;w 
to  t  hem  neccssai'V  to  ren(h'i' t  he  <  "oust  i  t  n  I  ion  of  the  I'efh'ral  ( i  ()  \  - 
ernnieiit  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  I'nion,  and  to  lepuri 
to  Congress  such  <in  act  as,  \\lien  aui-eed  to  by  tlieni,  and  cdii 
finned  by  the  I.euislalures  of  every  iSlate,  wouhl  elTeclually 
l»ro\  i(h'  for  t  he  same."' 

Tliis  con\ention  acc()i'din,uly  met  in  l'liiladeli>hia,  Ma\'  1-1,  and 
on  September  17.  17S7,  it  had  com[ih'ted  the  work  w  hicli  is  still 
the  wonder  of  the  worhh  New  York  was  re[)reseut(Ml  only  by 
ITamilton  dnrini^  the  greater  i»art  of  the  sessi(Mi  of  the  con\'en- 
tion.  The  Le^isla  t  ure  consented  to  send  delegates,  but  it  reduced 
the  ]a'o]>osed  numbei- (d' live  to  three:  Alexander  Hamilton,  K(di- 
erl  \'ates,  and  dohn  Lansing,  (iovernor  riinton  hxdct'd  with  no 
favor  upon  the  umlertakinu,  declaring:,-  that  no  ^ood  \\as  to  be 
exj)ected  fi-om  it;  that  the  confederation  was  j^ood  enough. 
Yates,  in  the  Senate,  had  tried  to  pass  a  resolution,  onl\'  de- 
feated by  the  castini;-  vote  of  the  ]»resi(leiit ,  looking  U)  {hv 
essential  preservation  (d'  the  ai'tick's  of  confederation. 

AA'hen  it  Avas  seen  by  him  and  Lansing  that  a  (diange  very 
radical  was  being  made,  they  vacated  their  seats  in  the  con\<'n- 
tion  and  came  no  mo)-(\  This  was  on  July  10,  17S7.  It  was 
DOthing  to  boast  of  for  New  York.  ^Ve  nnist  submit  to  Ban- 
croft's just  retleciion  ,»n  this  act  of  her  rei»resentatives:  " 'Idie 
State  w  hi(  h  had  borne  itself  with  unselfish  magnanimity 
through  the  War  (d'  the  devolution  had  fallen  under  the  sway  of 
factions  s(dhsliness.  ^"i(dding  to  this  iuthu'Uce,  \'ates  and  Lan- 
sing, i'enoinning  the  ])atli  to  glory,  deserted  their  post,  lea\ing 
to  the  South  the  i)0\ver  to  mould  the  eommercial  policy  of  the 
Union  at  its  will." 

Another  unfortunate  result  was  that  the  A^it hdrawal  (d"  his 
colleagues  left  Hamilton  without  a  vote,  so  that  he  roid;  \ery 
little  active  {»art  subse(iuenrly  in  sliai)ing  the  Constitution.  In 
onl}'  one  particular  does  New  \i>i-k  enjoy  the  credit  of  having 
contributed  materially  toward  the  general  result  of  the  Con- 
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stitiitioti.  'Vo  make  il  cITcct  ivi-  it  was  of  iinporlaiirc  llial  tlic 
principle  of  a  cciilial  oi'  liciirrai  suvcrcii^ iity,  attaclird  to  a  body 
of  ^ovcniiiu'iit  overall  tin'  States,  slioiiM  l>e  l'e(•o^nizel|.  l']veii 
ill  the  l)utcli  ileitiiblic  (here  was  a  piihlii-  doiiiaiii  for  tlie  Stales- 
rieiieral,  o\\"inu'  int  allegiance  to  any  id"  the  confeilerated 
pi'oxiiices,  becanse  coiKjuered  and  Indd  for  all,  called  the  "  (ieii- 
erality." 

Snidi  public  domain  was  desired  for  Conuress,  and  wln-n  the 
aj>iteal  was  made  to  the  xai'ious  States  to  yi«dil  their  (  laims  to 
lands  iu  the  far  West.  Xi'W  ^'ork  was  the  tirst  to  yi<d(L  ]\\  \'irtne 
of  the  suzerainty  or  pi'otection  exercised  for  Licnei'at  ions  over 
the  League  of  the  Six  Nations,  New  "^'ork  »dainuMl  all  of  t  h(^ 
teia'itoi-y  sul»ject  to  i  hese  tribes  as  far  West  as  the  ^liami  Kivei'. 
'J'hree  years  before  the  preliminary  ti-eaty  of  ])eace.  or  as  early 
as  1780,  New  York  I'elimpiished  this  territory  for  tlie  ]»urpose  of 
establishinu-  a  public  domain  for  the  republic  In  this  she  set  "  a 
[)l'uise\^■orf hy  example,"  followed  by  \'irL;iTua  and  other  States 
witl;  A^'eslel•n  (dainis.  TIk'  creation  of  the  domain  was  one  of 
f  oernis  of  nat  ional  so\ frei;,;nty,"  \\hi(di  made  more  easy  the 
transition  to  other  "  i^erms."  till  the  full  blossom  came  forth  in 
the  Federal  (Io\-ei-nment  aimed  at  and  [iro\  ided  for  by  the  Con- 
stitution just  framed  at  Philadcdphia. 

The  (^'onstit  ui  ion  duly  adopted  by  the  conv<'ntion  itself  on 
September  17.  1  7S7.  i-emaine(l  to  be  rat  died  by  t  he  se\'eral  States. 
Ry  its  own  ])ro\  ision  nine  adojitinu  Slates  were  necessai-y  to  put 
the  Government  into  operation.  New  ilampshire  became  the 
ninth  I'atifyin^  State  on  dune  21,  1  7SS,  witli  A'ir^inia  the  tenth 
on  June  L*.-),  and  the  I'ederal  ( !o\  ('rnment  w  as  an  est ablisln  d  fact, 
even  without  the  consent  id"  New  V(uk.  The  openly  a\owed 
attitu(h'  of  her  ]io])ular  hero  and  i^dvermu',  and  the  comlmd  of 
her  deloiiat<'s  t<>  the  Constitutional  ron\-ention  boded  ill  f(U'  the 
ratification  and  the  cause  of  I'ederal  (Io\'ernment  in  our  State. 

P»nt  if  th(^  A\ay  ]»i'omiseil  to  be  dilhcult.  this  stimulateil  to  the 
utmost  exertion  ihe  powers  of  that  most  brilliant  friend  of  the 
Constitution,  Ah'xamh'r  Hamilton.    On  (October  27,  17S7,  there 
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apiH'arcd  in  the  fihl>  ju  inlciil  ./oiini(/I,  \ni])V\shvd  at  X<'W  ^'ork,  the 
first  of  tlie  I'ciiiarlwihlc  sciics  (if  paixTs,  now  woiid-fannnis,  undci' 
tlic  nanu'  of  '"The  Federalist."  T]ivy  ranie  out  ahoul  three  or 
four  times  a  A\('ek,  on  the  a\"era,n(',  for  sevei'al  niontlis,  until 
eii;lity-five  liad  been  published,  'i'hey  were  \\'ritten  under  pseudo- 
nyms, as  was  then  the  custom,  and  the'authorshiji  was  divide(l 
anuui^;  Alexander  HannKon,  John  Jay,  aiid  James  ^Madison. 
Hamilton  \\rote  sixty-t  lii'ee  id'  these  nuinlx'i's.  and  three  jointls 
with  iladison;  Madison  ■\\  as  the  sole  author  of  fourteen;  and  Jay, 
who  was  not  at  the  Convention,  wrote  five.  Thirs  the  j)rei)on- 
derating  merit  of  iheir  authorship  belongs  to  LTaniilton. 

The  papers  discussed  in  a  masterly  manner,  with  (dear,  cogent 
reasonings  and  conviuidng  illustrations  from  history,  tlie  various 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  in  their  minutest  details.  No  one 
reading  them  could  plead  ignorance  of  its  parts,  or  of  its  reat  h 
and  significance  as  a  mode  (jf  government.  It  was  a  splendid, 
honest,  enlightening  antidote  to  the  Hoods  of  ignorant  prejudice 
whereM'ith  Clinton  and  his  party  sought  io  s^toil  the  fail-  creation 
of  Federal  Fnion  in  the  minds  of  the  masses.  In  opposition  to 
the  "  Federalist  "  they  sought  out  many  of  the  devices  of  tln^ 
lower  order  of  politicians,  but  in  the  final  result  they  were 
beaten.  The  field  for  the  supreme  battle  between  the  Union  and 
anti-Union  parties,  was  the  convention  called,  for  the  purpose  of 
ratifying  the  Coustitution,  at  Poughkeeitsie.  "\Vhen  tlic  Legis- 
lature met  in  January.  1788.  (.Jovernor  Clinton  sent  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Federal  Con\'eiition  M  ithout  a  word  of  comment 
',)i'  recommendation.  Not  one  of  the  members  made  a  motion  in 
reference  to  the  all-impoiM ant  subjeci  until  January  'M.  when 
Egbert  Uenson  moved  rhe  ordering  of  a  State  convention  to 
ratify  the  l'e(leral  Constitution.  A  jtreamble  C(uidemniiig  tin' 
proceedings  of  the  convention  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  twenty- 
seven  against  twenty-thc.  A  motion  in  the  Senate  to  postpone 
was  defeated  bv  tlie  still  narrower  margin  of  one  vote,  or  nine 
.against  ten.  Thus  did  the  matter  tremble,  as  it  \\eT-e,  in  the 
balance;  but  tlie  convention  \\'as  ordered.    Yet  as  a  blow  that 
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was  supposed  to  be  surely  fatal  it  was  (lirectol  tliat  the  usual 
rest  riet  idiis  upon  voliui;  sliouhl  lie  disrei^aiMled.  livery  luale 
white  citizen  twenty-one  years  of  auc  niiuht  vote  for  luenilieis 
of  the  convention,  even  thouLih  he  weie  a  resident  of  the  State 
of  Itut  one  day.  This  would  bid  hordes  of  ii-responsible  luen  vote 
for  representatives  fa\'orinj^'  tlie  ant i-l'ederalist  views  of  riinton 
and  his  parly. 

The  convention  was  appoiutod  for  June  IT,  17S8,  and  met  in 
the  courthouse  of  Dutchess  County  at  I'ou^iikeepsie.  It  was  the 
S(H'ond  building'  used  for  tliat  i»UT'{iose,  the  first,  erected  in  174.'>, 
bavinii'  been  burius!  tliree  years  before.  The  cost  of  its  successor 
was  twelve  thousand  d(dlars.  and  a  veiy  respectable  structure 
coubl  be  pnt  up  in  that  day  foi-  this  sum.  ]'ou,L'like('psie  had  been 
erected  int»t  a  townshij)  onlv  a  fe\\-  months  befoi-e. 

Sixty-five  delei;ates  were  elected,  reju'esentini;  tw<dve  counties, 
Columbia,  orL-anizetl  in  ITSli,  not  sending:  any,  and  T'lirdon  com- 
bining with  Washington,  fi'om  which  it  had  bei'U  s<'i)arate(l  tbi'^ 
same  year,  1TS8.  Alexander  Hamilton.  -T(din  Jay.  Koltert  K. 
l.ivini;st on,  Tsaa<'  T;oosev(dt,  Jam<'s  I)uane,  and  four  othei's  ap- 
]K'ai'ed  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  "^'ork.  (io\-erno]'  Clint(»n 
ropresente(l  TJster  Ct)unty,  with  otliei-  colleagues,  and  I*ol>ert 
Yate.s  and  John  Lansing;',  the  deserters  from  the  I'^ederal  (Con- 
vention, stood  for  the  city  ami  county  of  Albany.  Si\ty-on<"  of 
the  si\ty-ti\'e  mendx-rs  (dected  appcaretl  and  (lualitiod.  and  on 
the  day  of  meeting',  June  17,  1  7SS,  Covernoi-  Clinton  was  chosen 
pi'esident.    On  the  IDtli  the  discussions  Ix'uan. 

It  was  soon  found  that  moi'e  than  two-thirds  i>(  the  mombeis 
had  c(une  ])re]~>ar('d  to  \ote  auainst  ratification.  The  baltlo  for 
th<'  Cnion  pi'omised  to  be  a  hard  one.  aiul  llannUon,  seconded 
by  Jay,  was  stimulated  to  e.xei-t  his  utmost  powers.  Thero 
was  easily  distin.unishable  a  sort  of  geographical  di\ision  nf 
sentiment.  The  bead  and  center  of  antagonism  to  the  Cnnsiiiu- 
tion  was  T''lster  County,  Cio\-eT'nor  Clinton's  own,  and  the  feeling 
was  shared  by  the  counti<>s  north  of  it  also.  The  southern  coun- 
ties, along  the  Hudson,  on  Long  Islainl  and  Slaten  Island,  and 
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New  V(»i-k  City,  were  Iviiowu  to  be  so  str(-rii_uly  in  favor  of  ('nion 
that:  a  sjilit  in  t  he  Slat(Mvas  by  no  means  fell  to  be  ini|>i'oI>ali!c; 
and  this,  more  tlian  anythin--  else,  nioililicd  the  vioh'iici'  of  (biv- 
ei'iior  Clinton's  opposition. 

F(n-  tlii'ce  weeks  after  .Tnne  )*.»  tlie  batth'  raiM-d  abont  the 
proj>osit  ion  and  ailopt  ion  of  rcrt  ai  n  a  mend  men  ts  to  the  Const  i  i  ii- 
Hon.  Then  on  July  11,  dolm  .T;iy  dt'termined  to  brin.L^  the  pi-o- 
Idiij^ed  discnssion  lo  a  head  by  mo\  in^  tlial  the  (?o]istil  nl  ion  bo 
ratified  by  New  "^'ork,  and  thai  amendments  be  rerom mended. 
But  U()  vote  eonid  be  forced  on  lljis  (h'cisive  res(dution.  Some 
(lays  later  ^r(dan(  lit  lion  ."^miih.  of  lMUt)ehess,  offered  as  a  siib 
stitiite  a  motion  whi(di  jdainly  expressed  the  elaini  of  New  York 
to  the  ri,i;ht  of  withdi'a wiiiu  from  the  Cnioii,  in  rase  the  amend- 
ments were  not  aeeej)te(l.  This  brought  forth  all  the  powers  of 
clo(iuence  and  argument  jiossessed  by  Ilamilton,  in  a  sjieeeh  on 
Saturday,  July  10,  \\  hi(  h  actually  over  his  oi»ponent  to  his 
own  views,  and  induced  him  to  r(din(piish  his  uujtatriotic  motion. 

Then  Lansing-,  invetei'ato  foe  that  he  was  of  Cnion,  unmoved 
by  llamiltoirs  aigumeids,  re-moved  Smith's  ])roposit ion.  IJefore 
.AFonday  Ilamilton  had  secured  an  ojiinion  fi-om  Madison  on  this 
reserved  right  to  withd)-a\\',  and  read  it  to  the  convention,  lie 
Avrote,  and  his  words  deserve  cai'eful  }>erusal:  opinion  is 

that  a  reser\ation  of  a  ri^uiit  to  witlidraAw  if  ameiidmenls  be 
not  d(^cide(l  on  under  the  form  of  the  Constitution  within  a 
certain  time,  is  a  (■(jikHHoikiI  ratification;  that  it  does  n(d  make 
New  York'  a  member  of  the  new  Cnioii,  and  consequently  that 
<ho  could  not  be  received  on  that  ])la!i.  The  Constitution  re- 
(juires  an  adoption  ui  tulo  and  fonnr.  It  has  been  so  adopted 
by  the  ofluu*  S^tates.  An  adojttion  for  a  limited  time  ^\•oulll  be 
as  defective  as  an  adoption  of  some  of  the  artiides  only.  In 
short,  any  ■•otulUlon  whatever,  must  vitiate  the  ratilicat  ion.  The 
idea  of  reser\ini;  a  ri;j,ht  to  w  ithdraw  was  started  at  KiclimomL 
and  considered  as  a  conditional  l  ai  ilication,  which  was  itself 
abandoned  as  worse  than  a  I'ejection." 

Such  plain  languaue  from  an  outsider,  and  from  otie  speakinu 
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for  \'irj;inia,  had  much  infhiciico  upon  the  ant i-l^cdoralist  New 
Vorkci's.  Two  days  later,  oik-  of  their  iiniuhcT-,  Saiimcl  J(»im's, 
■  tf  (Queens  rountv,  soeoiuh'd  by  .Mehiiirlit  hoii  Smith,  iiiovimI  to 
ratify  without  condilion,  in  full  conlidcncc,  as  he  said,  that  all 
|)?'oj)cr  anicndnuMits  would  he  ;ido[)l('d.  Tins  motion  was  voted 
on  Saturday,  July  2(1,  in  ojx'u  ron\'('nt  ion,  and  i)ass('(l  by  the 
nai'row  vote  of  thirty  ayos  and  twonty-S('V(Ui  nays,  four  nnunbcrs 
m)t  voting'  or  boin^'  absent.  But  ther<'  was  a  rider  attaehiMl 
whi(di  called  for  the  ])reparation  of  a  cireular  letter  addressed 
to  the  ].e,i;islatures  of  th<'  sevei'al  States,  and  urii,inp,'  a  <;enei'al 
convention  to  act  upon  the  ami'iidments  adopted  liy  them,  ami 
modify  the  Constitution.  ^Madison  and  Washini^ton  both  de- 
]>lo]'e<l  this  sug;p:estion.  Xevertludess  New  York  Iiad  ratified  the 
Constitution,  and  thtis  on  July  2G,  17SS,  becanu'  a  member  of 
tho  l->deral  Republic  of  the  T'nited  States.  Even  Clinton  said 
of  it,  now  it  had  been  ado[)te(l  by  his  State:  "  We  ai'e  unanimous 
in  thiidcing-  this  measure  very  conducive  to  national  harmony 
and  good  government.'' 

Three  days  before  this  crucial  event  in  the  history  of  the 
State,  the  peoi)le  of  the  city  of  New  York  liad  already  celebrated 
with  grcMit  enthusiasm  an<l  in  splendid  fashion,  tlie  establish- 
ment of  the  F(Mleral  Government  by  the  adoption  of  it  by  tlu^ 
refjuired  ninnlier  of  States.  On  the  morning  rd'  July  2P,  a  pro- 
cession, imduding  no  less  than  five  thousatul  imu-sous,  start(Ml 
from  the  "Commons."  now  the  City  Hall  ]\irk.  Upon  lloats 
drawn  by  horses,  vai'i(^us  trades  exhibited  their  peculiar  opera- 
tions, ami  tlie  s(n'ent]i  float  represented  the  sailors.  They  had 
constructed  a  miniature  frigate,  com(»let(dy  rigged  and  .armed 
with  thirteen  guns,  whose  salute  had  boon  the  signal  foi-  the 
start.    This  frigate  was  named  "ITamilton." 

It  was  a  proper  atul  signiticant  ti'ibute  to  the  efl'orts  of  theii- 
fellow-citizen  in  belialf  of  the  event  they  were  celebrating  this 
day.  At  Annapolis  Ins  voice  had  rallied  th(>  discomfited  I'ump 
of  a  convention,  and  made  them  the  initiat(n'S  of  tlie  one  that 
frame(l  the  gr(\at  instrununit.    Tlis  eloquence  and  genius  had 
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helped  t(t  sliajte  il ;  uiid  when  (  (Mtipleted  it  was  his  jien  and  voire 
tliat  Milled  the  iiiii^htv  haltle  against  d  isiiil  e;^ral  iui;'  pre  jiid  ire. 
And  on  lids  \cr_v  day  he  was  winning-  a  sj)lendid  li<;lil  against 
fearful  odds  in  1  he  ron\  ent  ion  al  Pou<ihkeei)sic.  As  the  I'lciich- 
man  Ouizot  said  (d'  him:  " 'Idiere  is  nut  in  the  ("'onsiilniion  ui' 
the  United  States  an  elenn'nt  of  order,  id'  foice,  or  of  dnialion, 
Tvbi(di  he  has  nor  [»owerfulIy  cont ribiiled  to  inli-odnee  and  causei] 
to  predominate."    AVell,  then,  nnL;ht  the  sailors  name  (le-ir  shi[) 
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the  1  lannlton,"  and  well  mi^ht  it  be  the  most  cons]>iruons 
feature  of  the  federal  procession. 

GoiiiL!,'  i)ast  the  fort,  drawn  upon  its  wai^ou  by  ten  hoises. 
thii'teen  i;uns  wvn'  a^ain  tired  in  lienor  of  the  Congress  of  ihc 
United  States,  standing  upon  the  lofty  battlements.  After  a 
march  throuLih  the  priiicijial  streets  the  procession  wound  up  at 
a  semi-circular  tent  coveriuL!,'  ten  tables  radiatini;'  from  a  dais 
at  one  end,  on  widrh  the  ('ouL^ress  were  placed  at  a  table.  The 
five  thousand  persons  all  sat  do^^•n  to  a  bountiful  rei»asr.  en- 
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livened  by  tliii-tcen  tonsls  (lr;iiilc  ;it  tlie  end.  If  New  Yovk  State 
liad  not  eiitei'eil  ihc  riiioii  l!i!'<'e  days  later,  there  can  I»c  little 
doubt  that  New  York  City  eould  not  have  been  ke[)i  li-oiii 
<hiiii,U'  so. 

The  only  soutliei-u  county  w  hose  delegates  \\<'i'e  not  a  unit  foi' 
the  Coiistitui  ion  at  rouuhkecpsie.  was  that  of  (jiicciis.  It  be- 
comes of  iiitej'cst  therefore  to  observe  the  enthiisiasni  wherewith 
its  adoption  was  c(debr;;ted  in  the  town  of  I'hishinu,  within  its 
borders.  The  date  set  for  the  ceUdjration  was  Au^ust  S,  1788, 
or  one  day  less  than  two  week-s  after  the  final  ratification  by 
the  State,  making  the  eleventh  Tr.end>er  of  the  T^inon,  and  hence 
that  nuinbei'  bi^cann^  the  <40A-ernin^  one  in  the  arrangements,  as 
ten  had  l)een  in  New  York  City  on  July  2:"!  ju-evions. 

The  dawn  of  day  was  ushered  in  by  a  salute  of  L!,uns,  or  more 
correctly  S])eakinu  f)f  a  .i;uu,  for  the  town  ]>ossessed  only  one, 
which  was  banned  and  charged  so  freipiently  at  a  visit  of 
'\Vashini;ton  a  year  latei-  thai  that  ('unnent  ]K'rson  exjiected 
to  see  it  explode  any  minute.  It  di<l  its  ^Aork  without  su(di 
disastrous  consequences  noAv  as  aa  oII  as  later.  The  a  illat;-e  ,nreen 
was  in  about  the  center  of  the  old  \  illa;^-e.  occui)yinii'  a  lev(d  space 
of  ground  just  befo]'(^  the  rise  wlii(di  carries  away  the  roads  to 
Whit(\stone  and  more  southern  ]>arts. 

Upon  this  level,  ui'a'-'sy  ]dain  a  colonnade  had  been  con- 
strucie(k  the  jiillars  beautifully  hid  in  fir  and  yew,  and  festooned 
with  arches  of  green  boui^hs  between,  doinp,-  credit  to  the  in- 
dustry of  nursei'ies,  for  Avhich  l^lushin^-  is  fanntus.  These  ])i]lai's 
bore  t  he  sta  mlards  of  the  ele\'en  St  at -'s  noAv  in  t  he  Uiuon.  A  t  t  he 
east  end  of  the  colonna^h^  there  was  a  canopy  of  i-ed  canvas 
adorned  Avith  white  linen  curtains  at  the  si(b',  looped  u]»  _i;race- 
fully  Avith  ribbons  of  blue.  The  canopy  bore  iIm^  insci-iption : 
"  l'\Mleral  T'onstitution.  Se])tend>er,  1787  ";  and  undei'  it  stood 
the  chair  t(»  be  occu]d<'d  by  tln^  presidin;:;'  ofiicer  of  tlu^  (biy.  upon 
a  raised  platform  duly  carpete<l. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  there  was  anotlier  salute  from 
the  liun,  and  this  Avas  the  signal  f<n'  tlu^  ban(iuet  to  commence. 
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The  liinior  of  j>i('si(liiii;  had  Itccn  coiiIVitciI  CoIoih-I  U'illiaiu 

8.  Siuitli,  who  had  ;j,aiii('d  some  d  isl  iiict  ioii  on  tlic  ishiiid  as  a 
coniniaiidcr  of  its  militia,  and  who  was  a1s(»  a  i'csi(h'nt  of  ii. 
IJilt  his  eliicf  distinction  for  a  lat<'r  auc  dcpcinh'd  iicrhaps  moic 
on  tlir  fad  thai  lie  liad  married  the  da^iuhlm-  of  .John  Adams, 
soon  to  bo  \  iro-Pr('si(hMil  of  ihc  new  rnilod  States.  Eleven 
toasts  were  olferi'd.  the  eiulith  ])ein,'j,  donlitless  suu^csted  l»y  th'' 
war  of  i>ani])hlels  which  had  been  ])rovoke(l  by  the  ii'resist  ilde 
log-ie  and  aruumeni  of  '•  The  Federalist  "  papers,  the  answers  to 
these  making-  \\\)  in  viiaibnice  an(]  jx'rsonal  abase  wiiai  they 
lacked  in  I'easoninj^-.  T]\i'  toast  ex])ressed  the  ])rayer:  May  t!ie 
liberty  ftf  the  i)ress  be  pi'cserved,  and  its  licentiousness  jmn- 
islie(L"  The  oration  of  the  day  was  pronounced  by  a  student  of 
Columbia  Collejj;!';  but  he  did  not  attain  the  career  of  That  othe]- 
student  who  startled  an  audience  in  1774,  and  had  now  become 
the  chief  advocate  of  the  Constitution. 

So  much  for  the  indications  of  how  ]ieo])]e  bdt  altour  the  new 
experinu'ut  in  !;o\'ernment  in  the  lower  part  of  the  State,  when^ 
the  sentiment  was  known  to  be  prevalently  in  its  favor.  But 
how  was  it  witli  the  upper  counties?  are  fortunate  in  haviuL;, 
an  account  of  a  celebration  similai'  to  those  in  New  Y(»i-k  City 
and  on  Long  Island,  which  took  place  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
the  seat  of  the  county  whence  hailed  those  determined  foes  of 
Federal  government,  IJobert  "^'ates  and  John  Lansing.  The  day 
selected  for  tlie  event  was  the  same  as  that  at  I'lushing, 
August  S,  17SS. 

TheCiUistitntion,  engrossed  on  parcdiment,  ^\'as  carried  aloft  on 
a  standard  carried  by  a  no  less  illustrious  hand  than  that  of 
(leneral  Schuyler  himself;  while  a  descenda.it  of  another  (dd 
Albany  settler,  and  one  of  its  first  ahlermen,  Cohund  John  A. 
Wend(dl  (an  ancestor  of  Dr.  Oliver  A\'endell  TToImes),  carrie(l  the 
standanl  of  the  Unite(l  States.  As  in  New  York,  the  trades  were 
represented  on  floats,  and  they  were  a[>pro[»ria!(dy  led  l)y  (he 
farmers.  After  these  came  the  representatives  ;)f  tlu^  various 
biisiness  corporations;  and  even  the  idlicial  boards  of  tdinri  lies 
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took  pari  in  the  pi'occssidii  in  hoiun-  of  tliis  scciilai'  onasiDn. 
Tlicro  had  bocii  consl  rnrtcd  on  the  hill  h^adini;  lowanl  the  ohl 
Utrt  ^iiat  was  callfMl  (he  "  I'^mIcimI  IIowci*."  It  ^\■as  an  opm 
structure^  forty-four  feet  wide  by  one  Inindrcil  and  lifty-foiu- 
fiH't  hni;"',  ronsislinu-  of  fouj-  rows  of  pilhirs  liftrcn  feet 
hiiih.  rirancdics  of  li-ccs  liad  hccii  laid  oNcr  the  lop  ;ind 
.slian,ij,s  of  ('\'('rgroens  wreathed  tlie  ]iillars.  In  front  stood  ele\-en 
ai'elies,  also  slieatlied  in  ^I'con.  \'\itli  tlie  name  of  a  State  on 
each.  A  banquet  was  ser\'ed  to  the  conii»any  distril)uted  aloni;- 
eleven  tables,  and  tlie  toasts  also  confornied  to  that  potent 
number.  But  on  the  retui-n  honu'  forceful  and  unpleasant  e\l- 
dence  was  furnishe<l  that  these  h'edei'alists  wcro  (-(deljratin^  in 
an  unconi:enial  atnu>spliere,  foi-  the  [)T-ocessi()n  A\as  assaulted  by 
the  f(d!o\\-ers  of  Yates  and  Lausinii',  and  some  broken  heads  an<l 
bruised  limbs  resulted. 

Thus  l.iad  the  State  been  organized,  and  the  Union  Ix'en 
placed  on  firm  grouud.  the  result  of  iude[>e]nlence  so  ])ainf\illy 
won.  This  firm,  c(un])acte(l  (U'p;anism  of  State  and  of  T'uited 
States,  was  the  sure  portent  of  jn-osperity  and  greatness  for 
both. 
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GEOKGE  WAvSHINGTON 

From  thk  oraciNAL  cabinet^iz?:  PourrtAiT  ev  Pkale,  ri;EsF.sTRt>  nv  John  Quincy  Apams  to  Cahto 
GuisF.ri-F.  Guoa.iEi.Mii  I;"T1  a,  Ariiiorc  ,,f  •■  Hi^rm:'-  of  the  War  of  Amfhican  I.NHErF.xnEXCE."    I'lt,!  ii  v  Ki' 

FROM  TIIK  r.OTTA  FAMILY,  \\  1  1  If  Fri  L  C H E I IF-N Tl \I.S  OF  A I  THE.VTIC iT V,  lt\'  FkEIJEF-IC  I>E  rEYSTEII,  LL.I>..  A 
FORMER  PuF-SiriFNT  OF  THE  NkW   \<<i'K   Hl^TlUtlrAL  SoClETY,  AND  ruESENTED    EY   HIS  SOS,   B  KEV   -M  ' .'.  1 1 1- N 

J.  'Watts  de  Peysteh,  New  Vuuk,  to  the  United  States  War  UErARTsiENT  Lierauv,  at  Wasiuncton.  1'  (' 
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CITAPTEH  XTI. 

A  CIIAXCiE  OF  CATITALS. 

A:\rES  r.iaT'E  romarks  that  "  tiic  Unitod  Stales  are  the 
only  urcai  country  in  t  lie  ^\■orl(l  wiiich  has  no  cai>ital." 
And  flicn  lie  i^oos  on  to  dcsci'ihc  wiiat  ho  means  by  a 
capital,  and  thereby  to  ])ro\'e  that  this  count ly  lias 
one:  "By  a  capital  I  nn-an  a  city  Miii(li  is  not  only  the  seat  of 
[)(ditical  g'overnnu^nt,  but  is  also  by  the  size,  wealth,  and  char- 
acter of  its  i»opulation  the  head  and  center  of  the  rountry,  a 
leadinj;'  seat  of  conmn  rce  and  industry,  a  resei'voir  of  linain  ial 
resources,  the  favored  resi<h'nce  of  the  ureat  and  poweiful,  the 
sjjot  in  \\"hi(di  the  chiefs  of  the  learned  professions  ari^  to  be 
fonixl,  where  the  nmst  potent  and  ^\■idely  read  journals  aie  pub- 
lished, whither  men  of  lit(M-ary  and  scientific  capacity  are 
drawn." 

Except  in  the  single  count  of  the  location  of  the  political  .gov- 
ernment, New  York  may  apjn-opriate  to  herself  all  these  ]iar- 
liculars,  which,  in  their  ton/  viisvi))hli\  ininieusely  picjionderate 
over  that  merely  accidental  circumstance.  l!ul  there  was  a  time 
before  these  moi'o  preponderalinii  leatures  belonged  to  her,  when 
New  York  was  not  virtually,  but  actually,  the  ca]>ital  of  the 
United  States,  in  havim;  in  It  the  seat  of  its  ^oNcrnment.  Tt  had 
been  the  nu'erinv;  place  of  the  hapless  Conui-ess  f(U'  some  years, 
finally  reaching-  this  haven  of  rest  afUu'  several  ])ei'eminations, 
some  of  which  were  necessitated  in  ordei'  to  escai)e  fr(un  its 
own  army,  which  it  could  not  ])a,\,  because  tin'  States  bad<2,ered 
it  about  a  revenue.    And  when  these  sad  days  were  over  and  a 
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irsiKM'tablt'  se'lt'-rt'sjx'cl  iiii;-    rcdcral    ^ovcriiiiiciit  ciiici-ucd 

fi'oni  the  (lis(  r('«lit<Ml  eonfctlcrat  ion,  New  York  Ciiy  w  as  i  lmscii 
to  Ix*  theca])ilal  of  llic  new  nation,  and  witnessed  llio  I>ei;inni 
of  the  lii'cat  experiment. 

On  January  7,  1T>1»,  took  [dace  tlie  first. election  fc)r  J'icsideiii 

of  tlie  United  States  by  the  '.  "oHe^e  of  I'h'clors  in  a  hnini  jiih 

not  a  more  perfniictory  manner  as  now.  The  naia-ow  maruiii  o!' 
three  votes  soetirinii'  tlie  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
State,  had  the  ominous  elTeet  of  enablin.u'  the  ant  id'edei-alisl  s  to 
prevent  the  (dioosini;  of  Presidential  llh-etors,  so  that  Xew  "^"ork 
State  had  no  part  in  the  elei  lion  of  \\'ashiui;ton.  Yet  this  was 
due  entirely  to  '•  up  the  State  "  inlliieiiees,  whieh  have  often  made 
or  marred  matters  for  New  York  City;  anil  there  was  no  danuer 
that  Washin;4ton  should  not  be  warmly  W(dconted,  nor  his  inau- 
guration be  fer\'eiitly  ap}>roved  of  by  the  p<'oiile  of  the  ca])ital. 

On  -\i»ril  ITS!),  ^^'ashingto^l  arri\-ed  in  the  city,  landiau  from 
his  barge  at  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  lie  was  recei^•ed  with  w  ild 
acclamatious  (d'  joy,  and  the  town  Avas  beautiftilly  illuminated 
at  night.  Whatever  may  have  been  his  private  convictions  as 
to  the  new  governmeut,  rji^vernor  Clinton's  personal  alTectiou 
for  his  old  commander  cotild  not  have  been  less  than  that  of 
other  generals  who  served  under  him,  and  as  governor  of  the 
State  he  did  not  fail  in  courtesy  and  attention.  Clinton  met  him 
as  he  left  the  l»arge,  at  the  head  of  the  carpeted  stairs,  and  he 
escorted  him  lo  the  President  ial  residence  (Ui  Fraidvliu  St|uar(\ 
In  the  cA'cning  ^^'ashington  rode  down  to  the  govermn''s  house, 
having  been  iu\ited  to  dine  there.  This  tnausion  was  the  one 
erected  in  colonial  times  by  Abraham  De  Peyster,  and  stood  in 
QueoTi  (now  P<'arl  i  Street,  op]iosite  Cedar  Street. 

There  was  a  still  greater  stir  in  the  caiiital  the  next  week,  (Mi 
Inauguration  Day,  Ajuil  30,  17S0.  Washington  was  condm  teil 
by  stately  procession  of  the  military,  and  an  iiujiosiug  array  of 
civil  dignitaries.  fr<un  the  liotisi^  on  Franklin  Square  to  I'edrral 
ITall.  Tlie  City  Hall,  on  Wall  Street,  had  been  transformed, 
at  a  cost  of  .'i^(]r»,000,  into  this  more  splendid  national  building, 
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where  another  traiisroniiat  ion  })h!ce(l  a  ciistoni-hoiise  in  hiii  ; 
(lavs,  which  is  now  tiic  ("niied  States  Stih-t  i-easiii-v.  line,  on  a 
piliai-e(i  jiorcli,  hxikinu  fai'  ddwn  Jlioad  Sii-eet,  and  \isihh'  fnini 
the  ri^lit  ami  left  on  Slieet  I'foni  J'.madway  to  the  i-i\ci-, 

(Jeoj-i^c  W'asliin.uliiii  look  the  oath  of  (illice  ;is  the  first  I'rt'sidi'iil 
of  the  I'liiti'd  Stales.  The  streets,  tiie*  wiiidews,  llie  ruol's  of 
houses,  \\'ei-e  black  w  itii  peojih'  w  Iio  I'elt  so  a\\cd  hy  tlie  iinpicss- 
ive  cereiiioiiv,  that  at  lirst  th(  i-e  was  tlie  silence  of  death,  \\hi(di 
br<d;e  into  a  tlinnderons  shout  as  Kobert  \l.  la\inuston,  (dian- 
ceUor  of  the  State,  who  administered  the  oatli,  calii-d  n[H)n  tiie 
assembled  multitmle  to  erv  :  ■•  Loiiii,'  live  (ieerue  Washington  I  " 
Tiien  sah'os  bnr.-^l  from  the  giuis  at  the  JJattery,  and  Washington 
walk<'d  to  St.  I'ani's  to  attend  the  reliij,ioiis  service  conducte(l 
thei'e,  ^^'hiie  all  the  (ither  churches  were  o}»en  for  the  same  ]inr- 
pose. 

When  the  honrs  of  festi\ity  were  over,  the  J^M  sident  and  foii- 
oress  setth'd  ^low  n  to  the  business  of  i;o\  ernment.  The  Senate 
and  House  of  Ke])resi'ntati ves  eacJi  liad  their  chamlx'rs  in  1\'(1- 
oral  Hall;  and  whenever  he  had  a  messa,u-e  for  the  ('oni!,ress, 
^Vashiu^ton  W(»iild  take  it  tliere  himself,  ridini;-  in  his  cnnary- 
coloi-ed  coach  with  six  horses,  outriders,  and  two  secretaries  on 
lioi'se-bacdc  (jii  either  side  of  the  coach.  At  the  heail  of  the 
judiciary  dekiarttnent  of  the  new  <^<>\ernment,  as  (diief  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  was  jdaccd  that  admirable  citizen  of  New 
Yoi'k,  Jolm  -lay,  the  chief  justice  of  his  own  State  before  this. 

lu  the  ca!)inet,  consistinu  then  of  only  four  ollicers,  the  secre- 
taries of  slate,  of  war.  of  the  treasurj-,  and  at torney-uciu'ral, 
the  most  important  phice  by  far  ^xas  the  secretaryship  of  the 
treasury.  Another  citizen  of  New  Ynrk  was  ai>pointe<l  by  Wash- 
ington to  this,  a  man  whose  abilities  he  tli<'roui;hly  understood. 
Alexander  IlamilKui.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  what  the 
country  owes  to  this  one  man.  He  awcdce  ii-o\'ernment  to  a  con- 
sciousness of  powers  whi(  h  it  had  not  suspected,  and  in  the  ex- 
(rrcise  (if  which  it  has  ^one  on  to  ]u-ospciity  ever  since.  The 
fuianeial  situati(m  was  the  ro(d<  upon  which  the  confederation 
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li,i<l  ;ji>iic  to  wreck.    It  was  the  oiH'  tiling  that  iK/cdcd  si  ra  i,ii,lit- 
ciiiim  out,  if  tlic  I''('<lci'a I  riii<:ii  was  to  live:  and  Ilainilloii 
loi-iiH'd  i\\v  luMciilcaii  task.     I'.aiikiTiL;,  llio  mint,  cxeiso,  uianu- 
fartui-cs,  all  fell  tiu'  power  of  lliat  creative  licnivis. 

\u  his  lirst  report  to  ('on^ress  ■'  ail  the  confusions  disa pj leai-ed, 
and  in  terse  sentences  an  en  I  ire  scheuic  for  f  u  ndi  ul;'  t  Ik-  ilchi ,  dis- 
[losinu  of  the  worthless  curi-ency,  and  raisinu  the  necessary  reve- 
nue, came  oul  (dear  and  distinct,  so  that  all  men  could  compre- 
hend it."  ^^\■l>ster"s  A\'cdl-k]iow]i  eidoii.v  of  llannlton  mms  richly 
deser\'ed  :  "  He  smote  the  rock  of  national  resources,  and  abun- 
dant sti'cams  liuslKMl  forth.'"  It 
was  also  in  acc()i'd  with  jtoetic  jus- 
tice that  thcv^tale  which  furnished 
such  a  contribution  to  the  person- 
nel of  the  national  l;d^■e)•nmeni, 
should,  out  of  that  abundance  of 
resoui'ces  and  wcallli,  ha\'e  ac- 
(pured  a  leading  ]iosilion  amou;.', 
the  States  of  the  Tnion. 

'J'he  ^hu'v  of  beinu  Ihe  seat  of  a 
i;()vernnn'nt,  be_min  so  auspiciously 
under  the  jitiidinu  genius  of  one  of 
her  own  sons,  soon  i)assed  away 
from  New  ^'ork  <"ity.  In  Auuust, 
]7!»0,  \\'ashinut<m  left  liis  r(»omy 
mansion  (whicdi  he  had  occupied  since  March)  on  P.rondwny, 
and  with  ('oie_;ress  |o(d;  u])  his  abode  f(U-  the  rest  of  his  [u-e.-;idea- 
lial  career  in  riiiladolphia.  lint  ihi'U  there  still  remaiiieil  its 
am  ient  .ulory  of  bein^-  the  capital  its  own  Sltatc-.  Doubtless  the 
.governor  had  been  somewhat  e(dii)se(l  l»y  the  pi-eseuce  of  the 
.i;i-eater  luminary  of  the  Tresident.  Non'  tli<'  oft  re-(dc(  ted  occu- 
pant (d'  the  (diair  shone  forth  a^aiu  as  the  (duef  stai-.  He  had 
(in  17!I0)  ruled  lhirt<'en  consecut  i\'e  years.  Professor  llske  says 
of  him  that  "  lie  had  conn-  to  look  up>)n  iIk  State  .almost  as  if  it 
Were  his  own  jU'lvate  manor,  and  his  life  \\  as  (h-voted  to  furtlior- 
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Iu'j:  its  interests,  as  he  uiKlerstood  them.  It  ^vas  his  first  article 
of  faitli  that  New  \'(irk  iiiusl  l>'-  the  greatest  Slati-  in  tin-  I'nioii."' 
This  was  nut  so  bad  a  creeil  to  entei'tain,  and  in  this  rase  secint; 
has  eonie  to  be  w  ith  all  of  us  believinn.  I'.ul  Clinton's  stales 
)nanshi[»  was  not  of  the  hii;liest  order,  and  not  all  his  methods 
tu  realize  his  faith  and  make  it  snbsianre  and  e\ idence  were  oj' 
the  wisest  or  liroa(U'St.  II(-  deser^'es  credit,  lioweNcr,  for  an 
earnest  zeal  in  the  earise  of  eilucation.  In  ITSi  the  ]*>oard  of 
lleuents  of  the  I  ni\ersity  of  New  York  was  ereatiMl,  its  pri- 
niai  v  ])nri>ose  to  foster  the  laitcrprise  I'epreseuted  by  Kind's 
C(»llei;e,  the  name  of  w  hich  was  now  (dianued  to  Colnmbia.  Its 
sco}ie  was  soon  exten(h'<l  so  as  to  embrace  all  aca(hanies  and 
colleues  that  miu'ht  be  establislied  in  the  Stale,  and  a  uift  of 
public  lands  was  made  by  tlio  Legislature  in  ITS!)  to  faciliiafc 
its  ()])erations. 

On  JaniKirv  (!,  IT!)."),  rtovcrni-r  Clinton  ni;j,('d  npon  the  J,euisla- 
tnre  that  wliat  had  thus  far  been  done  in  the  intert'sts  of  e(luca- 
tion  had  refer{'nce  maiidy  to  its  higher  or  jirofessioiial  dejiarl- 
ments,  ami  that  somethint;-  was  needed  for  the  fostei'ini;  of  i-om- 
inon  schools.  I'he  Leuislature  responded  !»y  passing;  an  act 
a])proi)riat in_u  annually  for  li\e  years  •'^'."it),!)!)!),  six'cifyinu  th<' 
sums  te  be  jiaid  to  ea(di  county.  The  supervisors  of  the  s<'veral 
counties  were  to  ap]ioi-tion  this  money  anionu  tlieii-  respective 
towns.  "A  sum  e(|nal  to  onedialf  the  sum  recei\ed  from  the 
State  by  the  se\  eral  tow  ns  was  reipTu'ed  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  in 
sue!)  towns,  and  adih'tl  to  the  bounty  of  the  State." 

This  commendable  atddevement  of  (Io\('i-i!or  Clinton  was  ou 
the  eve  of  an  inl ei  rupt  ion  of  his  oflicial  career.  In  17!>L'  .bdin 
Jay  had  been  nominate<l  as  lioveiaioi'.  and  his  nanu'  was  pitted 
ayainst  the  po]iular  Clinton  in  th<-  electio  i  that  folbiwed.  Tt 
was  made  a  bitter  }iart_\  linht  on  the  lines  of  l^'deralisl  and  anti- 
Federalist,  as  well  as  between  the  aristocrats  and  the  "  demo- 
crats," the  latter  drunk  with  t  he  fiei'ce  and  sanuuinarv  plat  it  mh^s 
of  the  I'rench  Kev(dntion.  Jav  took  no  ]>art  in  the  campaiL'U, 
yet  w  lu'U  the  election  ha<l  taken  ])la.ce  if  aj)peared  that  common- 
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sriisc  Ii;ul  triiiiiiitlK-(i  oxer  (Iciiumouisiii.  and  lliat  a  iiia j(»i"it y  of 
tlu'  plain  pc()|!l('  liad  al  last  (icsi'iard  Clinton.  "  the  hoiaiydiaiKlc*! 
son  of  toil,"  for  Jay,  roai-i'tl  in  I  In-  la[i  of  luxui-y  and  tlio  IkiIh  I  in'  of 
courts. 

'I'lio  rotni'iiinu  hoai-i]  of  that  day  was  a  conunittoc  of  tlic  Leu,- 
isialurc  apiiointod  l»y  holli  llousi's,  and  llio  majority  of  its  nunn- 
bcrs  were  ( "li  ntonia  ns.  'f'liey  sci/.ci]  u))on  the  rotnins  of  tlii'cc 
counties  wlnrli  liad  uiNcn  nmpn'st  iouablo  nia  joi-il  ics  for  Jay,  and 
declared  that  t  liesc  were  defect  i  ve  and  con  Id  not  he  counted.  The 
law  refjuired  tli.it  the  votes  of  eacdi  town  should  be  sent  in  a 
sealed  box  by  the  shorilT  of  the  county  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 
AN'ith  threat  jj,lee  the  l)oard  discovered  thi-ee  alarininu  infractions 
(»f  the  law.  The  votes  of  Otseiio  County  had  beoji  sent  t)y  aTi  ex- 
sheriff,  whose  term  had  expired,  but  was  hoIdiuL!,-  (»ver  until  the 
Dcw  sheriff  should  qualify.  The  sheriff  of  Tio^a  C'ounty  had 
_^iveii  the  lU'ecious  box  to  a  deputy;  but  the  latter  was  takeu 
sick,  and  the  box  was  takeu  to  its  destination  by  his  (derl.;.  The 
Clinton  <~'ounty  \()t<'s  -were  L;iven  by  its  shei-ifT  to  a  person  who 
carried  the  box  safely  to  its  ]>ro]M'r  (nmrter,  but  who  cf)uld  show 
no  written  order  for  performing  the  duty. 

'I'he  cireumstani-es  in  neither  caso  were  sufficient  to  invalidate 
the  ballots  cast,  as  the  law  M'as  ol)served  in  spii-it,  and  the  sher- 
iffs in  each  instance  were  ri'sponsible  for  the  transfer,  and  nuide 
it  in  p,()od  faith,  l^nr  thoi-e  was  enoui:h  uround  fisr  a  regular 
Scientific  '■  conntinu-oiU  of  Jay  worthy  of  a  later  dale,  and 
Clinton  \A"ent  in  once  more,  rejoicini;  as  best  he  could  over  a 
doctored  majoiity  of  one  humlred  mnl  eiL;ht  \otes.  The  peojth- 
of  Otsego  Count  y.  who  alone  had  L;iven  a  ma  jority  foi- Jay  Lii'eater 
tlian  this  of  Clintoifs  thronuhout  the  Slate,  threat(Uied  to  Tuarcli 
to  New  Yoi-k,  and  th"re  wei-e  murmurs  of  "an  a])])eal  to  ai-ms" 
clsowliero.  T!ut  Jay's  conciliatory  sjiirit  ([uieted  down  the  a^ita- 
tiou. 

On  his  return  from  circuit  duty  in  ^'ermont.  he  ])assed  front 
l.ansiuiiburph  to  New  Yoik-  fhiouuh  a  rotitinual  ovation.  Public 
dinners,  addresses,  ami  salvos  of  artillerv  were  aiven  liini  at 


370 


Tin:    E.MPIUi:    STATE    IX    THREE  CEXTrUIES. 


Albany  and  Hudson,  ai!<l  a  bodv  of  ritizcns  met  him  miles 
above  NcMV  York  to  t-seort  liim  in  Iriumjili  to  tlic  capilal.  In 
171)5  ample  reparation  \^"as  made;  all  leidmieal  errors  were  l  are- 
fiilly  avoided.  Clinton  declined  to  run,  shrewdly  ani  icipat  in-  :i 
storm,  and  Jay  beat  Kobert  "^'atf^s  by  a  nuijoi-ity  of  sixteen  hnii- 
dred.  He  ^\■as  inauuuraled  ,u<>\ernor  on  -Tuly  1,  17!ir>.  This  oHice. 
to  whieh  he  was  re-eleeted  in  IT'JS  and  held  till  iSOl,  was  a  fittiiiLC 
cdose  to  J(din  Jay's  eminently  useful  and  stainlessly  honorable 
public  life,  lie  lived  in  retirenu-nt  after  his  second  te'rni  from 
ISOl  to  18l2I»,  dying-  full  of  days  and  Ikuku's  at  his  country  seat  ai 
Bedford,  in  Westchester  County. 

Two  events  of  importance  marked  Jay's  occui)ancy  of  the  ,L!,(iv- 
ern(>r's  chair.  He  ^\as  known  in  I'rance  as  an  <iiiii  <Irs  /e>//x,  a 
friend  of  the  blacks  *" — that  is,  in  favor  i>{  the  ab(dition  of  slavei'y, 
a  subject  \\'hi(di  did  not  escap-.'  ai;itation  by  the  theorists  of  the 
first  Frem  h  llepublic.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  Jan- 
uary, 17!m;,  a  bill  \\as  brought  forward  by  a  nuMuber  ^\  ho  stooil 
in  near  relations  to  the  go\"ernor,  whicdi  called  for  alxilition.  It 
received  a  tie  ^dte  in  committee  of  the-  w  hole,  ainl  the  chairman's 
casting  vote  killed  it.  At  the  session  of  ITllK,  during  Jay's  second 
term,  another  bill  ^^'as  introduce*!,  and  passed  in  April,  pro- 
viding that  all  iH'gro  (diildren  born  after  July  4  of  that  year 
should  be  free  ^\■heu  the  u\ales  should  reach  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  and  the  f<'iiiales  that  (d' t  went \  -fi \'e ;  and  the  e.\T)ortat ion  of 
slaves  from  the  State  was  forbidden.  In  ISi'T  the  final  stroke  w  as 
given,  tinishiug  sla\ery  in  New  York,  and  it  was  not  till  two 
years  later  that  (^iovernor  Jay  dicfl. 

The  other  e\'eid  occtwring  during  his  rule  was  the  removal  of 
the  capital  of  New  York  to  All>any.  In  anticipation  of  the  Presi- 
dent's ]termanent  residence  in  New  York,  the  muidcipal  auih<iri- 
ties  had  cleare(l  a\\ay  the  old  fort  and  built  on  the  site  a  hand- 
some and  imposing  '•  '  btvei  Timent  House."  It  was  not  coinj»»leted 
in  1700  when  A\'ashinu(on  left.  Thi>  mansion  was  then  occupied 
by  (iovernors  Clinton  and  Jay,  although  ea(di  had  a  house  in  the 
city. 
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15iit  iiitw  a  sfcdiid  (lisa]i]M)int  iiM'iit  fell  uimui  the  cni'^xdM  t  i(iri. 
Tilt  i^ovcriKU-,  f(»(),  iiiu\C(I  away  from  tho  city;  for,  as  it  had  lailcil 
lo  conliiiuc  as  a  national  capilal  in  17!H),  so  it  failc*]  lo  continue 
as  the  State  ca[»ital  in  1T!»S.  after  enioyini:-  tlial  tlistinction  since 
l()2(i.  r>ef'ole  (he  iiieetinu  of  tin'  tiist  Legislature  called  for 
Au,!^iist  1,  1777,  -lay  had  hintecl  thai  Albany  would  be  a  i;-ood 
jilace  for  it.  I'>nt  the  hint  was  not  well  receive(l.  "  Some  object," 
he  wrote  to  Schuyler,  "to  the  expense  of  livini;'  tlieie,  as  most 
intolerable,  and  others  sa\'  that  should  .VIbany  succeed  in  havini; 
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both  the  i;reat  otlicers,  the  in'xt  ste[t  \\  ill  be  to  make  it  thecai)ital 
(»f  llie  State."  That  ureal  dread,  il  is  evident,  was  gradually 
()ve]'C(uiie.  Invents  beNond  human  contiol,  uv  as  the  result  of 
liunian  prouress  under  the  fa\'orable  conditions  realized  in  the 
State,  comjwlled  sonie  such  turn  in  affairs. 

Tae  center  of  ])opulal  ion  had  been  si  eadily  shi  f  l  inu  t  o  ward  the 
U[iper  regions  of  the  State,  and  more  and  more  steadily  the  con- 
viction urew  that  Albany  must  be  the  place  for  tln^  capital.  In 
ITSO  it  was  f(dt  to  be  ine\itably  cominii  in  that  city  itself.  A 
writer  in  the  Albany  da  .ri/r,  on  a  certain  date  of  this  year,  after 
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spealviiii;  of  tlic  ndvaiicc  of  tlic  city  hotwccii  tin-  years  ITSO  and 
17S'.>,  observed:  Aiit)  I  Hatter  inyKrlf  1  am  not  too  saiiL;iiin<- 
vvlieii  1  indulge  the  idea  that  1  sliall  live  to  see  t  he  day  \\  lien  t  his 
city,  adorned  witii  »  very  necessary  jiuhlic  Iniihlini^  and  other 
i]l^)ro^■enlents,  \\\\\  become  the  fixed  M';it  of  u,d\'ernment  ami  of 
the  Le,uislat lire."  On  November  1,  ITUT,  this  body  met  in  \ew 
Yoi'k  foi-  t!ie  last  time.  11  adjoui'iK'd  on  November  11  to  nieei 
at  -\lbany  on  Jannary  2,  ITOS,  and  tlie  fear  of  1777,  as  wvW  as  the 
dream  of  178*.),  were  realized.  Albany  thenceforth  l)ecame  the 
capital  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

This  change  in  capitals  was  a  significant  episode  in  the  hisfoi'y 
of  the  Stale.  It  told  loudly  of  what  had  lieen  going  on  within  it, 
of  what  develojinient  had  been  attained  during  the  century  now 
closing.  And  here  is  an  excelient  jdace  lo  call  a  halt  in  our  nar- 
rative, as  we  review  the  progress  of  that  develoj»ment  in  various 
parts  of  the  State.  About  the  close  of  the  centuiy  New  York 
City  had  a  i)o])ulation  of  sixt^•  thousand,  which  was  five  times 
the  amount  of  peopU'  that  Mere  left  in  it  at  tlu'  e\'aeuation  1ti 
1783.  It  was  fast  catching  up  with  rhiladelphia,  then  still  ilie 
largest  city  in  the  I'nion.  It  was  adoiaied  liy  many  notable  build- 
lags,  first  among  them  the  (loveinment  House,  now  utilized  as  a 
Custom  House;  also  the  Society  Library  had  a  handsome  home, 
and  the  rolumbia  (^"ollege  buildings  stood  forth  a  line  i»ile,  visible 
fai'  off  in  Jersey,  and  from  the  bay  and  North  Ri\'er.  There  were 
also  man.y  decentdooking  (diurcdies,  although  none  of  any  pi'e- 
tensions  ha<l  been  built  since  tiie  Kev(dution. 

In  AVall  Sti-eet  th<M'e  ^\•ere  already  two  baid<s,  the  New  Voi'k 
and  the  Manhattan,  still  to  be  seen  there,  although  som<'what 
changed  in  form  and  location.  Ncan'  ^'ork's  advantages  as  a 
seai>ort  had  already  cai-ried  it  lo  the  head  of  the  line  of  cities 
as  the  (lueen  of  Anu-rican  cciinmerce.  In  171)1  New  ^'(uk 
ranked  fourth  in  tonnage  of  shipi>ing  (Mitering  and  cleai-iiig  her 
harbor.  On  December  .'11,  17t)'.),  the  city  stood  first  with  a  ton- 
nage of  100,r):)7;  rhiladelphia  c(uuing  m-xt  Axifh  84, 18(k  Oii 
October  1,  1709,  the  exi»orts  of  the  Fnited  States  were  stated  to 
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be  .^78,005,522;  tlie  item  for  rcnnsylvania  was  ^12Aol,\n'>l ;  for 
Marylaud,  .S10,2;>0,OOU;  while  New  York  ranked  first  witli  sl8,- 
711),527. 

Ai'ound  New  ^'ork  j^rowtli  and  pros])eritY  were  also  a])i>ar(Mit. 
The  ([neslion  ANiictlier  Statcn  Island  \\'ere  a  jtart  of  tlie  State 
or  not  was  still  in  debate  \\  lien  the  one  cenlury  |iassed  into  tho 
other.  In  October,  17!i4,  ihv  people  of  KichiiMMid  rcare*!  tln'ir 
first  coni'thonse,  and  its  ]M)]m];ition  in  1S(|(»  was  o\-er  four  thou- 
sand. Long  Island  had  hccu  nearly  r<ibbed  of  its  woixls  durin;j,' 
the  IJritish  ocen]>ation.  and  had  olherwise  sadly  snITered.  I'nt 
jww  it  had  resumed  again  sonu'thing  of  its  old  a])i>earanee  as  the 
"  pearl  of  New  Xetherland."  The  great  city  of  over  a  Tuillion 
inhabitants,  which  lat(dy  became  a  borough  of  X(nv  York,  Avas 
as  A-et  only  a  toAA  uship,  but  the  portion  about  the  ferry  AA"as  soon 
to  be  incorporat(Hl  as  the  village  of  Brooklyn.  Here,  in  Juno, 
17U!>,  AA'as  i)ublish(^d  its  first  neA\-s](a]»ei\  a  AA-e(dvly,  and  at  its 
wharA'es  "  Indiamen  "  had  begun  to  lam]  and  unload  ami  load. 

The  towns  that  nindi^  up  with  it  the  later  city,  Avere  still  in  a 
bucolic  state.  There  is  on  iccord  a  tri[»  of  ^\'a!-■hington,  nmde  in 
Al>ril,  1700.  Tb^  traA'eled  in  his  coacli  from  Tuesday  to  Satur- 
day, A'isiting  Brooklyn,  NeAA  t'trecht,  (IraA'esend.  Flatlands,  Flat- 
bush,  thence  ]>assing  into  Queens  County.  Through  the  various 
tov>'ns  of  Queens  he  Avent  to  Suffolk,  ami  turning  n(U'th,  after 
visiting  Coram  audi  Setauket,  he  turned  AvestAvard  at  Smithtown, 
and  so  home  again  through  Idushing  and  XeAvtown,  of  Queens. 
He  found  "  tlie  country  in  a  high  stale  of  cultivation." 

Westchester  C(»unty  Avas  mainly  replete  AA"ith  great  manoi-s 
like  the  A'an  Cortlandt  and  Phili])se.  The  TIev<dution  has  made 
us  acquainted  Avith  TarrytoAvn  and  Tappan  on  o|)posite  sides  of 
The  river,  Avith  Haversi rau',  and  Stony  Point,  a'id  ^\'est  Point. 
Tlie  latter  did  not  acciuire  its  jU'esent  character  until  1S02.  Xew- 
bui'g  Avas  as  yet  in  a  primitive  state.  It  ha<l  but  one  street, 
along  Avhi(di  Avere  scattered  a  feA\'  old,  broAvn  houses.  I'ishkill- 
on-lludson,  first  occuj)i(Ml  in  l(ls8.  A\-ith  the  (present)  I'Mshkill 
Milage  and  ^latteaAvan  bai  k  of  it,  ]iresented  only  farms.  Pough- 
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keepsk',  with  a  min-foiindi'v  duriiij;-  the  liovolutioii,  \\as  organ- 
ized into  a  villai;c  on  [March  -7,  17!>1>. 

Kinusldii  has  Ix'cn  incnl  lone*!  in  connoction  with  the  fi  aniin.u 
ol  the  iState  Constitution.  It  ha<l  lonj;'  ai;(>  rocovorcd  fr(*ni  tlic 
JJriton's  wanton  inc('n<liarisni.  -Vnd  as.  \\'o  near  Albany,  wt^ 
find  the  only  other  ciry  in  the  State,  besides  tlie  old  (•a])ital  and 
the  new.  This  Avas  the  city  of  Hudson.  Thirty  jx'rsoiis  from 
lihode  Island  brou^hr  their  families  hei'e  in  I>elween  tliat 

year  and  17S()  one  hundred  and  fifty  houses  were  built;  there 
were  wharves  and  shops,  and  a  population  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred,  and  in  17S."  it  recfuved  incorporati(^n  as  a  (dly.  Ten 
years  later  it  had  a  uewspaiK  r,  the  Hudson  d'dzrffr.  lluds(ui, 
thouuh  so  far  ui»  the  river,  ^^•as  a  seaport.  Twenty-tivi'  vessels 
v»'ere  enga,i;('d  in  the  West  In(]ia  tra<h',  and  the  whaling  and 
sealing  fisheries  were  also  industriously  }nirsued. 

North  of  Albany  the  (huise  '\A'(V)ds  and  bold  hills  that  ha«1  ma<h' 
progress  so  dil'licult  f(»r  the  j)assage  of  armies  to  and  from 
Canada,  had  yielded  lo  the  peaceful  invasion  of  the  husbanduKin. 
About  the  3'ear  17!iS  there  was  a  poi)ulation  in  the  northern 
counties  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  tliousanil.  Around  tlie  forts  and 
fortresses  that  figure  in  the  annals  (4  the  \arious  wars  of  the 
eighteenth  century  clusters  of  honu's  IkuI  gathered,  so  that  F(U't 
EdxA'ard  and  T'oit  .Vnne  still  occujiy  their  places  on  our  ma]». 
Saratoga  Avas  concentrating  its  denizens  into  hanilets;  P.allslon 
was  ali-eady  begun  in  17f»0.  and  so  was  Whitehall,  at  the  souih- 
ern  extremity  of  Champlain.  Yet  nothing  better  illustrates  the 
primitiA'e  condilion  of  the  s(dtlements  in  these  regions  than  a:' 
account  of  the  jiresent  city  (d'  Troy,  as  it  was  in  17S0.  There  had 
been  a  grant  of  land  lu're  to  a  ]\rr.  ^'an  (h'r  lleydeu,  of  Albany, 
in  1120,  and  the  hamlet  that  grew  uj*  at  11ns  })oint  was  calh'il 
"  Van  der  Heyden's  ferry  "  for  numy  years.  In  17S0  there  Axi're 
twelv(»  dw(drnmdiouses,  and  five  snuill  stores  at  Troy,  and  it  then 
first  received  this  <  lassie  a]»i>ellntion.  When  Kensselaer  County 
was  cut  off  from  Albany  in  1701,  Troy  was  made  its  county  seat. 
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w  hich  must  hinc  been  a  concession  ti>  its  supcrinr  advanta.m'S, 
aUhou^yii  Lansinubui'^li  was  tlH-ii  a  close  rival. 

Proceeding  lowanl  the  west  aloni;  the  .Molunvk'  I{iv<'r  we  come, 
of  course,  iipon  the  ancieni  and  iirosjterous  \  illa,u('  of  Schenec- 
tady. Its  uvi'at  eveni,  si;_:niti(  ant,  too,  of  advancements  made  in 
material  conditions,  was  the  erection  of  ridon  rolh-uo.  Kind's 
CNdle^e  (CoUunhia  sint-e  ITSl)  was  too  far  away,  and  ^ettini:; 
loo  inadequate  also  as  a  single  institut  ion  for  the  ^I'owinj:;-  pop- 
ulation of  the  State.  So  on  August  L'l;,  ITT'.t,  with  war  raiding 
nearby,  and  sure  to  provoke  more  of  it  as  condncted  nuainst  the 
Indians  that  summer,  a  petition  was  addressed  to  the  Lei;islature 
at  Ivinj^ston,  by  John 
Cuyler  and  eimht  hun- 
dred and  forty-two 
other  persons  of  Al- 
b  a  n  y  a  n  d  Ti'yon 
(^lonti^oniery  I  Conn- 
ties,  and  T  h  o  m  a  s 
Clark  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thii'ty-one 
others  of  Charlotte 
(  W'ashinj^ton  )  Conn- 
t}'.  These,  nearly  a 
thousand  citizens,  asked  that  a  cor])orate  body  of  rrenllemen  be 
appinnted  to  erect  an  academ}"  or  ('(dle.^e  at  Stdienectady. 

On  October  20  the  committee  to  whom  this  ])etition  was  re- 
ferred rei)orte(l  in  favor  of  it,  but  tlje  war  was  t(to  severe  a  drain 
on  the  pocket  and  too  serions  a  distuT'ber  of  peaceful  pursuits 
to  permit  anythin,u'  effcH'tive  bein^'  done.  Twelve  years  loni;er  the 
subject  was  left  in  abeyance,  tlnui  on  Decembc'  30,  1791,  a 
Second  petition  was  laid  before  the  l.euislature,  statinu',  as  an 
inducement  to  act,  that  the  Oneidas  had  L;iven  land  near  Sche- 
nectady for  the  use  of  such  ;iu  instilutiou.  On  February  1,  1702, 
an  adverse  reply  was  recei\-ed  fi-om  the  T.euislature.  Perhaps  a 
sinister  rivalry  between  towns  killed  the  uu'asure,  for  on  Jan- 
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uary  4,  17!)2,  we  lind  tlic  citi/ciis  of  Albany  start  iiii;-  ;i  .siihscrip- 
tinli  with  the  (ilijccl  of  jnct  t  i  tln'  collciiC  rstal>Iislic(|  ihci-c. 
Allot  her  year  elapsed.  ;u:<l  then  on  .Tii  mi;i  ly  2!),  17lir».  the  lu'^cnls 
of  the  Uiiivcrsily  granted  ;t  diartei'  lor  a  college  at  S*  lieiicci ady. 
The  trustees  were  ci-eated  a  corjioi'ate  I»ody  on  l'e!»i  iiar_\  s,  1  7! IT). 

I'iiis  ]ool<ed  •^ui'cly  liko  i  i\  ilization  on  ilie  .Mohaw  k,  and  niaii\  a 
fhtiii'ishinL;'  \  il!ai:o  or  lo\\iisld|i  alonij;  llial  ri\'ei-  al»o\'e  Si  lienec- 
tady  jirondsed  ]ialrona^e  for  liie  r(dlei;e  ncaihy,  as  the  hard- 
shii>s  of  pioneer  life  ri  (•oi\cd  some  i-idief,  and  tlie  anieidtics  of 
social  intereonrsi'  re^jnirod  tiie  culiix.uion  (»f  the  |n-ofcssions. 
Vs  e  notice,  as  of  (dd,  sn<  h  places  as  (/auLihnaw  ai;a  (  l-'onda  ) ,  w  it  li 
I)rosj)erous -Tolinst  own  back  of  it.  l^)rt  Ihiidci-  was  now  a  name 
for  a  ])eaceful  hi\e  of  ir.dusti-y,  as  were  I'ort  IMani  and  Tort 
Herkimer,  with  Canajohaiie  li(dow  (hem,  and  I'alatim'  Hiid^e 
and  Stone  .Vrabia  north  of  the  lavei-. 

German  I'^lats  was  no  longer  the  westernmost  outjiosl  of  ci\i 
lized  settlement.  As  we  shall  see  shoi-tly,  there  was  made  at 
A\'hitest own,  foui'  miles  west  of  T'tica,  a  beL^inidn^  (d"  invasion 
into  the  great  wildei-ness  st i-im •  hini;  far  to  the  west  by  the  ad- 
vance corps  of  Xew  England  ininugration.  I'^roin  this  far-dish, n1 
hamlet  oi'  villaue  ri'L';ular  sta^e  sei-vice  was  maintained  with 
Cana johai  ie  as  ear  ly  as  1 7I>o.  The  sta^c  cai-ried  the  mail  and  w  as 
drawn  l)y  four  hoises.  It  left  \\  hitesiown  e\e|-y  Monday  and 
Tlmi-S(hiy  at  two  o'(do(dc  in  the  afteiaioon,  ami  at  dusk  rea(died 
(dd  Foi't  Schuylei'.  which  was  the  site  of  the  pres<'nt  I'tica.  the 
iifir  I'^iT't  Schuyler  oi-  old  Vovi  Stanw  i\  beitiu  the  |»resent  Home. 
This  was  a  slow  four  miles.  The  Journey  was  hei-e  inteii  npted 
fol'  the  ni-ht. 

At  four  o'idock"  the  next  mor'nini;-  it  was  resum<Ml,  the  stau'e 
arriviiiL:  ;U  (';nia joharie  in  tla-  e\-eninL;-.  liei-e  passencrei's  that 
had  a  further  destination  were  I  I'aaisferred  to  the  sta,i:e  thai  ran 
up  the  hills  and  thi-oiii^h  ihe  ("hei-r\-  \'alle\  to  ('oo|)erst own,  and 
w  hich  had  come  To  C'a na  j. diai'i"  all  the  way  from  Alban>  .  The 
thi'ouuh  fare  betuef-n  (\ina  j'diarle  and  \\'hiieslown  was  two 
d<dlars,  and  way  passenueis  w  eic  (  hai-ucil  foui'  pence  jter  mih". 
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Pi'iiuitivo  as  those  arrani^iMiiciits  wn-c,  and  iiioi'tally  slow  as 
iiicasuriMl  by  our  in.Mlcrr.  stanihirds,  it  was  iiiiiiiciisc! y  in  aih  ancc 
(»f  till'  iiiantXT  of  ti'a\ el  iicccssaiy  f(»i-(y  y<'ai's  hcfurc,  as  dcscrilx'd 
by  till'  autlKtr  of  "An  Anu'iiran  I.ady."  Then  the  frail  canoe 
or  the  lumbeiin^  sro\\-  had  to  be  [)nslie(l  or  [Milled  ii[>  a,uain>t  the 
shallow  cnrrent,  and  Dieir  contents  and  jtasseiipjers  constantly 
transported  around  olc^t rnrt  ions.  The  ever-incicasini;  tides  of 
iinnii;.',i'ation,  too,  hel[>ed  on  with  such  convenience  so  far  into 
the  wilderni'ss,  would  be  encouraL'od  to  penetrate  a  step  still 
farther. 

And  so  wo  enter  the  leafy  precincts  of  the  .",reat  "  fai' 
west  "  of  XeA\-  York  S'tate.  What  had  taken  place  in  the  way  of 
develojMiieiit  and  settlement  within  this  still  almost  nid)i-oken 
wilderness  when  Albany  became  the  cajutal?  ?»ru(h,  ami  in 
many  ways.  In  a  jieneral  way  settlement  of  this  reuion  had  been 
stimnlated  by  theacconnts  of  soldiers,  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
camitaigii  of  retaliaiion  nnib'r  rienei-al  Sullivan  in  1770.  They 
Irid  i>enetrat<'<l  into  the  country  of  the  Senecas,  who  \^•ere  the 
chief  on'en(h'rs  at  Cherry  A'alley,  far  past  l^lmii-a,  and  almost  to 
within  sound  of  Niat;ara.  The  ]'e]-)0]-ts  they  p,a\e  of  the  fei-lility 
of  the  lainls  thei-e  ijiduced  many  ]>eople  from  the  s(4tleinenTS, 
and  especially  from  New  England,  to  tiw  their  fortunes  here  as 
pioneers. 

Again,  there  were  tlie  military  laiuls,  set  apart  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  178il,  for  the  officers  and  S(d<liei-s  of  th<'  Stati^  \vho  had 
served  iri  the  army  (.f  the  United  States  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
These  lay  in  the  "  far  west,"  coTn]»i'ising  a  tract  of  one  millioii 
eight  hundred  thousand  acres,  the  eastern  line  of  which  i-an 
tlirough  the  Oneidns'  country,  ami  the  \\(^stern  along  tlu^  western 
banks  of  Seneca  T.ake.  It  re.Kdied  from  Lake  Ontario  on  the 
north  to  a  lim^  skirting  the  southern  limit  of  Seneca  Lake.  The 
Counties  formed  out  of  this  bit  of  territory  numl)er  flv(^:  those, 
of  ( )non<laga,  rortland,  ravuga.  Tomjdvins,  and  Sen<'ca.  besides 
the  easterly  half  of  Wayne  and  thi^  southerly  half  of  Oswego. 

Thus,  through  all  that  section  of  the  State,  settlement  was 
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sure  to  follow,  as  the  soliiicrs  coiu'liidcd  to  rraliz*'  tltcii-  aricafs 
ill  money  payinciit,  eitlicr  hy  oxploiiini;  tli(>  lands  t iu'iiisrl ncs  ui- 
getting'  cUsh  oi*  rent  from  those  w  lio  nndei  took  the  expci  iiuciii 
of  dovelojdng  the  wilderness  instead  of  them.  In  ITSC.  ilic  l.i-^ 
islalure  passed  an  act  pro\idini;  for  the  .^ale  of  nnaiipi^ojiriatrd 
lands  within  tlie  State.  These  amounted  to  al)ont  two-thiids 
of  its  tei-ritory.  board  of  eommissiom'rs  \\as  create*],  i-onsist- 
ing  of  the  go\ernoi',  the  lieutenant-governor,  the  speaker  of  tie- 
Assembly,  the  secretary  of  state,  the  attorn<\v-general,  the  treas- 
urer, and  the  auditor,  a  truly  formidnble  array  of  oHieers. 

This  sale  of  lands  may  have  been  of  some  use  in  encoui-agin^j, 
settlement,  yet  it  was  no  unmixed  goo<l.  Tlie  (me-thii-<l  of  the 
State's  territory  already  a]»propriated  was  mostly  in  the  haii(N 
of  patentees  who  were  not  settlers;  and  the  sales  now  contem- 
plated were  for  the  great<'r  paii  also  made  on  a  large  scale.  This 
disc<niraged  eni'igeiic  pioneers,  who  were  not  dispose(l  to  bra\e 
hardships  in  order  to  make  the  lands  of  otliers  ])rofitable.  and 
who,  therefore,  preferred  to  go  through  our  Stale  without  slop- 
ping, helping  to  make  r)liio  and  States  still  further  west. 
•  Considering  now  the  record  of  iiulividtial  enterprise,  as  we  take 
our  first  step  across  the  l)orders  of  the  older  settlements,  \\  hi(  h 
may  be  said  to  cease  with  German  Flats  in  Herkimer  County, 
we  meet  with  a  worthy  ])i<uieei-  family  a(  Wliitestown,  foui-  miles 
west  of  Utica.  l^tica  was  not  as  yet  known,  but  F(n't  Schuyler 
stood  as  a  nucleus  of  later  things,  and  the  })lace  selected  for  this 
enterju'ise  rejoiced  in  the  Indian  name  of  Sauglidaghquadu.  In 
January,  1781.  Mr.  Hugh  White  and  family  emigrated  from 
^liddletown,  Conn.,  and  cleared  a  place  for  themselves  in  the 
wilderness  here. 

This  was  less  than  two  months  after  the  evacuation  of  Xew 
York  l>y  the  "British.  Thus  the  settlement  was  the  earliest  sei/nre 
of  the  wow  ojtportunities  which  the  times  were  opening  to  Stale 
and  nation;  and  it  \\'as  the  fust  in  the  State  so  far  \\est.  Mr. 
A\'hitt',  Mhose  name  is  appropriately  attacheil  to  the  localities  in 
Oneida  County  which  owed  tlnur  b(\uinning  i'>  him,  lived  to  be 
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known  and  revered  as  the  patriarch  <»f  New  Ihiuhind  |iioiH'<'rs, 
as  he  did  imt  die  till  lSlL\  ;it  tlie  auc  of  eiuiitA'  years.  Other 
families  fru'.n  New  iMiLilaiid  followed  the  Whites  Ixd  ween  ITSo 
iiiid  17SS,  and  in  tlio  latter  year  the  to\\"nshi|t  of  \\'hitest<n\  ii  was 
(»i\iianized,  and  hail  a  poitiilat  ion  then  of  two  hiuidi-eil  jiersons. 

Now,  in  ra])id  snc( cssioii,  varions  comities  (d'  tliis  central 
western  i^i'on])  iwv  seen  to  i-ecoive  their  tiist  ci\ili'/,e(l  occuiiants. 
In  1784  and  17s5  two  jdoneers  took  u[>  tlieii-  loncdy  abode  at 
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Seneca  I'^alls  in  Seneca  County.  The  hrst  family  to  settle  in 
<)!iondai;a  (/t)unty  came  there  in  17Si;;  and  Cayuua  County  wel- 
comed the  fir'st  home  in  its  Avihh'iness  in  17S7.  In  17SS  a  few 
families  made  a  beuinTiinu  of  Clinion.  a.uain  in  Oneida  County; 
and  in  17'.»0  there  were  a  few  families  of  pioneers  fit  Owevo,  in 
Tio^a  Comity.  The  rharm  of  L;enius  has  made  mn(  h  more  fannl- 
iar  the  stoi'v  of  a  settlement  of  th«^  jtrevions  y(\ir. 

It  was  in  17S0  that  Jiidue  T'oopiM',  of  r.nrliuLiton.  X.  J.,  nuu-ed 
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from  tliat  stoady-.uoiii.i;  town  uii  t\\o  ]»ela\var('  llivci-  lo  Iniin,!  .1 
family  soat  in  the  wilds  of  Xow  ^'ork,  rarryiii^-  wiili  liim  .;!• 
infant  son,  ^\ilos^'  fxitciaciici's  tlius  gained  were  to  iniiiioi-ial;/,- 
the  Indian  lore  and  tlic  [tionocr  liistoi-y  of  onr  Slate  ()i,c  .if  j],,- 
famous  Lo;it  lioi'-stockiiit;'  Tab's,  that,  was  issiird  \,y  .Lm,... 
I'^Miiiiioii'  ("oopcr,  is  cntitlod  '■The  IMoiiccis/'  and  is  a  l.iiilitiil 
pirtni'c  of  life  on  tlio  frontier.  ( 'ooix-islow  n,  at  Iho  soiiiImmh  .n 
ti'cmity  of  Otso^o  Lal\0,  in  Otso^o  ('onuly,  (-(lui uiciiioia  1  cs  tlii- 
euterprise  of  tlic  no\(dist's  fatlioi'.  Continninu  tlds  rapid  sm- 
vey,  we  may  add  tliat,  when,  in  ITiMi,  iMi^land  ^^avo  up  tho  U>v\< 
she  had  hehl  by  tlio  toi-ms  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  as  a  suri  uf 
guaranty  for  onr  ^ood  faitli.  sot  t  hMueids  wei-e  at  once  Ik'^ih:  ai 
OsweL^o  and  OsA^eiiatidiie;  and  in  the  year  of  th''  ti-ausfcr  ef 
capitals  (ITDS)  LoA\  vill(%  in  Lew  is  ronnty,  and  a  }dace  in  JeiTcr- 
sou  County,  were  settled. 

We  now  take  a  bii;  stride  to  a  region  still  further  west,  until 
we  touch  the  very  utmost  boundary  toward  the  settini;  sun;  aii'! 
here,  too,  ^  e  find  developme  nt  had  set  its  hand  ujxin  the  counii-y 
Avlieu  Albany  became  the  cajiital  of  New  ^'(U-k.  lis  the  year  17>t; 
a  eui'ious  thinij;  hajijtened  :  Massacdiusetts  became  the  owner  uf 
some  t(Mi  thousand  square  miles  of  New  York  t<'i-ritory.  The 
land  seemed  to  be  clearly  hers  as  per  the  terms  of  the  ^ilassaciiu- 
setts  charter,  and  it  aaiis  ced(^<l,  this  State  partinu  \Niih  enc- 
quarter  of  itscdf  in  so  doini;'.  The  tei'i  itoi-y  consisted  of  1  w  e 
tracts:  one  was  cc;m])aratively  small,  measuring;  about  sixiy 
s(|uare  miles.  Tt  lay  ^\•iih!n  the  boumls  of  the  present  I'.roMin, 
and  Tiopa  counties,  and  is  now  divided  into  some  ten  (U-  cIcncu 
toAvnshi]»s.  Tt  was  sold  by  Massachusetts  to  a  John  llrow  n  and 
associates  for  thirty-thi'ee  huiidiw'd  doll.u's. 

The  other  tract  was  mu(  h  lai'uer,  measui-in^'  over  six  milli'-n-^ 
of  acres,  or  nine  thousand  six  hundreil  squai'e  mih's.  Ii  lay  all 
west  of  a  line  drawn  from  (Ii'eat  Sndus  r>ay,  en  T.aki-  nniaii". 
to  the  renns}-] vania  b(»undar\-.  AIonu-  the  latter  iis  h  n-ih  w.i^ 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles;  alonu'  the  lake  i(  was  nue  hundn  d 
miles;  and  its  average  width  was  ei;j,hty-sevrn  miles.  >Ias<a 
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ciuisctt.s  sold  this  parcel  of  land  for  one  inillioii  dollai-s  to  ()li\('r 
lMi('li)s  and  Nathan  (oirnian,  i  u  o  of  lior  (>\n  ii  cili/.ciis.  It  is  to 
l.H'  ol)S('i'V('d  that  New  '^I'orl^,  in  codini;  the  ])i'i>pri<'t(«i-shiii  nf  the 
land,  (lid  not  for  a  nionicid  rrlin(|nisli  its  sovereignty  over  the 
tei'ritory  and  tlnisc  A\  ho  slionld  (HH  n]>_v  it. 

Two  years  afier  his  bi^  pnrdiase  Oliver  IMielps  enii^rated 
freni  Massaehnsot ! s  w  ith  an  expedition  soniew  li;it  coinnu'iisnratc 
M'itli  tlie  vast  tract  lie  liad  accpiired.  They  srlecte(l  for  tlieir 
fii-st  experiment  at  exjdoitinu  the  \\dlderness  a  delectable  rep,ion 
ai:  the  northern  extremity  of  Canandaiuna  Lake,  the  present 
Canandaii^na  in  Ontario  County.  Up  to  this  time  all  this 
western  and  central-western  portion  of  the  State  had  been 
included  under  ^Mdut^omery  County.  In  Jannaiy,  ITSO,  in  \  ie\v 
of  this  recent  maneuver  of  Pludps.  doubtless,  a  ^reat  slice  ^^^)s 
cut  off  and  erected  int(j  a  se|)arate  county,  calletl  Ontario,  ^lout- 
gonu'ry  then  still  im  ludinjj,'  ()nnndaL;a  County  and  others  (»f  that 
tier  noi'th  and  south.  A  year  later  Ontario  ("otinly  (the  mother 
of  t\V(d\e  counties)  had  a  poi)ulati<in  of  ime  thousand  and  seventy 
souls.  In  1780  (ieneva  was  founded,  and  in  ITltO  families  moved 
into  the  later  ^Nfonroe  County,  and  also  founded  Geneseo,  in  the 
prt\sent  Livinustnn  County. 

Pheli)s  and  (lorman  had  undertaken  something'  altoi;cther 
too  bi^-  fin-  thfun.  They  could  not  ])ay  for  all  of  the  land,  ami  a 
part  of  it  was  taken  back  by  Massachusetts.  This  jxtrlinn  then 
unde]^\■ent  two  very  interesting'  transfers.  In  the  tii'st  ])lace, 
the  transaction  brinus  into  connection  with  New  York  history, 
one  of  the  most  reniaikable  and  commendable  characters  made 
prominent  b\-  the  evtiils  of  the  lo'\(dution. 

]{ob''i-t  ^fturis.  of  riiihuUdphia,  stands  f(trth  pre-eminent  as 
tlie  financier  of  that  tryinu  period,  whiidi  was  in  no  ])arti(  idars 
morf  trying  tlian  in  the  arti(  le  of  linan<'e  tsom*^  Iiave  not  hesi- 
tated to  ascribe  to  WasliiuL^ton  and  K(d)crt  Moi-i-is,  ton-ofher,  the 
main  ci'edit  of  uettinii'  the  colonies  throULili  the  srru^-^le  for  in- 
dependeme.  Oovernoi-  lioosevidt  speaks  of  him  as  "  the  tlrst  in 
the  line  of  American  statesmen  who  liave  Ix'cn  '^vo;\t  in  financo; 
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a  mail  w  hose  s('i-\ic('s  to  oiir  ti'casury  stand  im  a  )iar,  if 

th(»S(   (if  llaiuilrdii,  at  least  Vvitli  tliosc  of  (lallalin  anil  .!,,;,-. 

Slicrmau." 

IJaiiri'oft  alone  does  not  seem  to  lia\'<'  so  liiuli  an  o|tiiiioii  ..f 
the  man  or  of  his  linaneial  ahililies,  saying  of  liim  ihai  ■•  In-  .■,,;( 
]iecte(l  the  reform  of  tiie  confederation  witli  boldly  sjuciil.ii  i,  i- 
linaneial  theories,"  and  thai  "•his  ojiinions  on  the  henelii  i.f 
imblie  debt  ^vere  ext ra \'ai;,a n I   and   iiiisiife."     He  sa\s  ..f 

iMoiais  that  "  uith  an  exact  administration  of  his  tiiisi,  lie  cim 
bined,  like  Xetdvcr,  zeal  for  ad\  ancinu  his  own  fortnne.'"  Ii  mn>f 
have  been  sometliinu  (d'  this  zeal  \\'hi(d)  induced  him  to  ]inrch.i-<' 
from  ^lassachnset  t s  jiart  (d'  the  rhel]is  an<l  <  Jorman  tract,  u  hit  h 
occurred  in  Mar(di,  ITUl.  Nearly  four  nullions  of  aci-es  ihns 
passed  iuto  his  possession. 

IIcMlid  not  })ro])ose,  or  else  he  was  not  able,  to  retain  I  hem  Iohl; 
ill  his  own  hands.  Itesides  sellinu  a  few  hundred  thonsaiid  act-.  > 
to  other  iiidi \"id nals.  or  associa t ion.s,  he  made  a  tran^fei'  nf  tiiree 
})arcels.  counting  three  million  three  hnndred  ihonsand  acrf>, 
to  what  is  Known  in  history  as  the  llolland  Company,  'i'his  was 
an  association  of  ca]>italists  of  llollaml,  who  had  donbiless  be- 
K»me  interested  in  America  l»ecanse  of  t  he  Lidierons  loan  of  ihii  iy 
millions  of  liuilders  ( sl2. (•()(>,()()() )  whi(di  had  been  ne-uii.nrd 
with  the  Dntch  TJeimblic.  ]ar;.;(dy  because  of  the  syin]iailiy  and 
confidence  entertaine(l  Thei-e  row  ard  onr  sti  iiu^le  for  fi-eedum. 

The  names  api)earinLi  in  the  deeds  are  Herman  Le  \ln\\  dchn 
Linklaen,  ami  (Jerrit  IJoon.  but  others  were  united  with  ilifia 
in  this  i;reat  scheme  of  teia'itorial  propiietorshi]*.  Jnsi  wli.ii 
extent  of  territory  was  comprise*!  in  this  ••  Ibdland  rnichas<  . 
becomes  at  once  apjtaii-nt  as  we  enumerate  the  eiuht  conniii-> 
which  have  f;rown  ont  it.  These  are:  Alle-any,  \\'\"min?. 
Oenesce,  rij-lcans,  Tat  tarani^iis,  lorie,  Niagara,  and  ( 'haiiiaU'ia.t. 

Si-ttlemeiits  her;'  had  not  mmdi  ad\'anc(Ml  wlien  iln'  leniury 
ended,  bnt  in  tlie  year  of  Albany's  elevation.  ITH^.  th- \\a< 
already  a  be^inninu  of  P.ntTalo.  It  had  a  (hadde  h.u  hon^'-;  on«- 
bouse  that  was  half  frame,  half  lo-s;  a  two-story  dwcl!iie_'  of 
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"  hcwod  logs,"  w  liicli  Avns  the  tavorn;  a  1()i:,-1m)Iiso  with  a  store 
ill  it,  and  tlii-ce  lo^-lioiiscs  more.  In  spite  of  these  diniiniit ive 
proportions,  the  setth'nienfs  east  of  r»utT'a]o  were  reaelunL:,  ont 
tow  ard  it  by  estahl  isliini;  means  of  eommnnicat  ion.  I'.clwcen 
1T!M>  and  17U1  a  I'oud  liad  heeii  coiisi  rncted  \)\  i  lie  people,  wil  houl 
any  aid  from  the  i;()\'ernniont  of  tlie  Slate,  e.\ t eliding'  all  the  way 
fi-om  \'\'hitestown  to  (Janandai.una. 

This  facility  foi-  progress  thi-onyh  the  otherwise  unbi'oken 
wilderiu'ss  was  natui'ally  followed  by  (■onsiderai)le  emiuration, 
and  settlements  i^rew  up  a[taee  along'  its  course.  As  these  drew 
still  more  settlers, 
the  road  was  car- 
ried by  slow  stages 
beyond  Cauandai- 
gna,  tirst  to  the 
G  e  n  e  s  e  e  1  liver, 
then  to  the  1'oua- 
wanda  Creed.,  and 
so  on  to  r.uffalo, 
villages  and  ham- 
lets springing  up 
again  in  its  Make. 
'I'he  average  au- 
nmil  immigration 
inio  the  State  from 
that  in  the  latter  year  seven  of  these  far  and  central-western 
counties,  as  then  delinnted,  rounte(l  togt-ther  a  pojinlation  <»f 
Nl.STo  souls,  distriliuted  as  follows:  ()nei(la,  22,0  17;  (Mieiiango, 
lo,(i(;(;;  Tioga,  fi,sT!t;  Onondaga,  7,40(;;  Cayuga,  l.~),S71;  Steuben, 
1.7SS,  and  Ontario,  comprising  then  all  the  farther  west  of  New 
York,  ir,.2Sl. 

Now,  then,  let  us  c<uii]iare  thes<'  tigni-es  with  soiuo  others 
e<[ually  tell-tale  of  actual  coiiditions  in  iho  State:  Taking  the 
counties  abo\e  Orange  and  Dutidu'ss,  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
and  we  hud  (in  isOOi  that  T'lst<'r  T'oniily  has  a  population  of 
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24,!S55;  Cdluiiibia,  (ii  rciic,  !  )cl;i\v;in',  Scholiai  ic,  finin  i.-n 

to  fifteen  llieiisaiul  eacli;  K'eiisselaei'  aiul  ^\'asllill^l()[l,  lioi.i 
tliii-tv  lo  I  hirt  y-ti\ ('  tlniusaiid  each;  All)aii\'  ('(»iiiijv  has  ill.iii:', 
its  (liiiieiisidus  ha\  i  Im'cii  \cy\  iii  lich  i  educed  ;  Sara  1 1  lua,  1  17; 
Moiil  L'niiK'i y,  ami  1  lerkiiiiei-,  11,171).    These  tiuiires  ai-.- 

tsiUM'ly  iiii])esiiiL;,  ceiisideiiiii^'  tlie  date,  ami  reiueinlierini;  ih- 
rava;4'es  of  wai-  to  w  hich  these  ])or!ioiis  of  the  State  had  In  en 
subjected  duriim  iieai'ly  tlie  whole  of  the  eeiitury.  And  if  e\.  ti 
yet,  as  comijajcd  with  the  eiitiie  poinilat  ion  of  the  Slate  in  Isiio 
(jilaced  at  .jS!),!,")!  ),  tlie_\  nii^Iit  not  be  con\incin^,  it  is  lo  be 
reniemfiered  that  tliese  numbers  were  only  indications  ef  di-ifi 
and  tendem-}',  not  to  be  reuai'ded  as  stationary,  as  <'xhil)it  i\ c  of 
conditions  that  AAcre  to  be  foi'  anything  l)nt  a  very  bi-ief  ]»rescnt. 
Tliei'ofore  it  a[i])('ai-s  eminently  reasonable  thai  the  seat  of  - 
ernnieiit  for  the  State  should  liave  been  shifted,  even  at  that  eai  ly 
date,  to  a  more  ceniral  location. 

.\ml  what  was  Albany  itself  li]<e  at  this  impoi-tant  peiiod  in 
its  history?  Tn  tlie  year  ITSti  Albany  celebrated  the  one  huii- 
dre(li]i  annivei'sary  of  its  ijn-orporation  as  a  city,  and  tlien  il  teol 
account  of  its(df  and  found  that  it  coutaine(l  li\-e  !iundre(l  and 
fifty  liouses.  In  this  it  ^^  ;is  in  ad\ance  of  New  ila\'en  witli  four 
liundred,  and  Ilai'tford  with  thre(^  hundred;  but  Phihuhd  phia 
had  forty-six  hundred  and  New  Yi)vk  1hirly-ti\-e  hundred.  The 
popubition  of  Albany  <  an  not  Iia\'e  exceeded  three  tlH)Usand  in 
tliat  year.  In  17S!>  this  liad  ^row  ii  to  foui-  thousand,  and  in  ]71h; 
there  were  from  twehc  to  fourteen  liundred  liouses,  with  li\e 
tlunisand  people.  In  1701  the  eity  ulcuaed  in  a  batd^.  and  al  the. 
same  tinie  tin'  siibjecl  of  wal  ei-w orks  was  contemidateil.  w  lncli 
seems  a  peculiar,  thouuh  imt  necessarily  unnatural,  juxi aposi I i' a: 
of  ideas. 

Albany  had  been  a  ]tostai  center  f(U'  that  part  of  the  Si.-ile 
since  17S1.  Hither  came  from  New  Voi-k.  jier  sloop  or  st.iuo, 
the  mail  b)r  Sciuaiectady  ami  (ireenbnsh.  Not  mdy  so:  bni 
lience  A\as  forwarded  the  nutil  for  \'(a'mont  and  to  (Miei-ry  ^'alley. 
And  then  by  a  sort  of  rellex  action  it  was  sent  bac  k  from  here  lo 
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()i-aiii;\'  and  Duti-licss  rouiitics;  hut  this  nmst  Iiavc  hccii  the  New 
I']n;4laii(l  mail,  and  not  that  from  the  MMithcin  [i;iits  of  tlic  State. 
The  mail  from  New  Voil;  arrival  on  W'ednesilavs  and  Satunhiys; 
and  two  houi's  after  the  arrival  of  the  "  ni)-mail,"  the  "  <lo\vn- 
niail  "  \\as  dispatclH^d  on  its  sonthwaiil  journey.  In  1TS.~»  the 
pi'oprietor  of  a  stauedine  advertised  with  reckless  i»i'(»nuse  that 
he  would  earry  passeii;;ers  do"\\  n  to  New  "^'ork  inside  of  two  days. 
'J'his  liglitnin.u  speed  was  announeed  in.  dnne;  hut  wIm'U  the  au- 
tumn came  the  prudent  J(diu  aske(l  for  three  days  to  accomplish 
llie  feat.  Twenty-two  years  later  the  "lermont  "  was  to  set  a  new 
record  for  rapid  travelin,^.  Such  was  the  little  city  lU'stliu^' 
a<;ainst  the  hills  o\erlookini;-  the  Hudson,  uow  invested  with  the 
dignity  of  being  the  ca[iital  of  one  of  America's  greatest  com- 
monwealths. 

Albany,  then,  as  the  ca])ital  of  the  State  in  1708,  marks  an 
epoch  iu  the  history  of  New  ^'ork.  It  imlicates  the  stage  of  de- 
volo])meid  ^\"hich  had  beeu  reached  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  the  second  century  of  the  State's  existence  as  a  })recim-t 
of  civilized  htiman  effort.  (  Jreat  things  had  been  attained  durinu 
this  century.  Not  oidy  had  the  population  been  m-arly  doubled 
since  1700;  but  now  everywhere  throughout  its  borders  the  un- 
producti\e  Axllderness  was  bending  befoi-e  the  skill  and  energy 
of  men  to  niiilve  it  bring  forth  wealth  fi'om  the  soil  that  had  been 
(di(daMl  or  hidden.  And  as  the  r<'sult  of  inde]»i'iidence.  the  fruit  of 
this  same  century,  the  llush  of  young  natiotdiood,  was  upon 
this  State  as  upon  oiIum-s  of  the  Tniou.  This  lent  intensity  and 
ho])e  to  every  en<leavor,  and  s^^■eetem'd  hardships  with  the  ])rom- 
ise  of  the  fut  ui'e. 

That  this  futui-e  was  big  \\ith  unh(\ird  of  things,  was  alrea<ly 
felt,  as  the  d.iw  II  of  the  uineti-enth  century  reddened  the  horizon. 
What  these  thinus  could  be  was  not  even  di-eamed.  It  could 
hardly  have  b<'en  then  surmised  tli;n  the  advam-<>s  made  in  many 
material  conditions  during  the  centuiv  soon  tit  open  wcmld 
IMit  the  generations  at  its  close  farther  from  the  men  of  1708  or 
1800  than  the  men  of  1708  or  ISOO  wei-e  fiom  tln^  men  of  Kichard 
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the  Lion-lii'iirttHrs  days,  or  of  tlic  days  of  the  i;()od  Kiii^  Alfrrd. 
To  that  third  centu!-y  (^f  oui'  State's  hisloi-y  we  now  ea^ci-ly 
turn. 


GAKDINEU  AKMS. 


CIIAPTEH  XIII. 


POLITICAL   TEKMLXTS   FOLLOWIXG  iXDlOl'ENDENCE. 

~"IIE  oiglitet'ulli  centui'v  left  to  our  iState  and  the  other 
States  a  legacy  of  glory.  The  nineteenth  eentury  was 
destined  to  transmute  the  glory  into  tlie  luost  splendid 
material  benefit.  The  wildest  dreams  of  prosjierity 
and  ]>rogress  which  may  have  been  based  on  the  p(ditica!  ad- 
vantages gained,  the  sober  realities  of  the  succeeding  decades 
did  actuality  put  to  the  blush  foi'  not  having  been  extravagant 
enough  to  come  up  v.'ith  them.  And  this  nation  ■\\"as  to  show  the 
way  of  progress  to  the  worhl.  It  had  already  solved  the  ]irol)]em 
of  po}tnlar  liberty — the  solution  of  A\  ld(  h  in  I'rance  had  ju-oved 
so  dismal  a  failure — by  establishing  tirmly  and  ])ractically  a 
government  of  the  ]»eo]de.  l»y  the  pe(»ple,  and  for  the  ])eo])Ie. 

But  independeiu-e,  the  boon  of  the  eighteenth  century,  drew 
after  it  political  ferments  as  the  inliei'itance  of  the  nineteenth, 
and  these  attained  considerable  ]iro]io]-tion  during  the  tirst 
decade.  To  the  dispassionate  and  phiiosojdiical  obsei-ver  these 
can  not  be  altogether  jileasant  to  contemplate,  yet  they  seem 
Inevitable  under  the  actual  conditions  of  human  life.  It  is  in- 
separable frmn  free  governments  that  there  should  be  ])ariies 
on  dilTerent  aspects  of  governmental  policy.  lJut  all  too  soon 
the  issih'  is  joined,  not  on  questions  of  policy,  but  on  ([uesi  ions  of 
personality — personal  interests  on  the  one  iiand,  jiersonal  anlag- 
onisms  on  the  other. 

Certain  men  aspire  to  be  leadei's  and  to  secure  positions  in 
the  S^tate,  to  be  got  b\-  the  aid  of  votes — majorities.  I'nhap- 
pily,  these  are  not  ustuiUy  obtained  by  a])peals  to  the  reason; 
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fortius  rt'(iuires  thiiikiu^,  and  few  inoii  want  to  think.  I'ollow- 
crs  are  niultiiilicd  by  appeals  to  passion:  for  it  is  so  uiucli  easier 
to  fool  than  to  thin);.  And  so  polities  beeonios  a  ^anio:  Yon  win. 
or  I  win;  who  ean  draw  the  most  peo[)l('  after  him?  The  pe(»pK' 
are  ^i;aine(l,  not  by  at\:4niiii;  some  abstract  (luesfion,  bnt  by  direct- 
in,G:  attention  to  men — by  pointing  at  them  as  the  holders  of  tlie 
opinions  you  combat,  ^\■hich  makes  them  objects  of  snsi)icion, 
baneful  })l(»tters,  secret  desti'oyers  of  the  re]>ublic  or  the  State. 
This  woi'ks  like  a  charm  in  multiplying  your  adherents. 

^^^^  And  not  to  be  too  cynical  in 

our  judgment,  we  must  admit 

\        V  ^^^^^  ^^'^'^^^     started  as  a 

<^'Wf,v,  •,  game,  as  a  hue  and  cr\',  be- 

oonu'S  a  sincere  convu-tion  w  iiii 
most  of  the  leaders  who  raise 
the  hue  and  cry.  They  are 
really  honest  in  denouncing 
their  political  opponents  as 
eneniies  of  the  public  or  the 
republic.  Thus  party  violence 
conies  to  have  a  sanction  as  a 
pseudo-patriotism,  a  very  sad 
phase  to  the  i)liilosophica]  ob- 
server. I'^or  now  there  ^^ill 
scarce  be  any  bounds  set  to  its 
viruloncG  or  miscdiief,  for  even  conscience  (yes,  and  religion)  will 
ai>prove  and  encourage  the  worst  violations  of  charity.  Unfair- 
ness,  misrepresentation,  reach  that  awful  state  when  they  are 
not  regarded  as  a  crime  but  as  a  duty. 

I'arties  may  be  inevitable.  Nay,  the  i)hilosopher  may  even 
concede  that  a  hot  and  hateful  partisanship  may  conduce  toward 
the  evolution  of  some  of  the  latent  forces  of  a  s(df-governinL; 
people;  in  "the  heat  and  tip'  forge"  of  contlict,  unsuspected, 
hi(blen  powers  or  defects  of  tln'  T'oiistitution  may  be  brought  to 
the  surface.   Nevertheless,  even  the  man  who  is  not  blind  to  some 
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of  those  practical  olTocts  c-aii  not  see  without  sadness  some  other 
ett'ects  equally  ]»atent.  \Miat  can  be  more  humiliat  ini;  to  the  lover 
of  America,  to  the  dev(jte(l  advocate  of  free  i^overnments,  than 
to  observe  the  abuses  which  led  to  such  exhibitions  of  s|»ite  and 
injustice  as  disgraced  the  very  first  administration?  \Vlio  ran 
read  without  a  blush  of  sliame  for  his  country  and  his  kind,  the 
attacks  on  the  unsullied  Washington,  led  by  tliat  intolci-able 
creature  I'"'reueau,  wh(t  was  kei>t  in  the  pay  of  the  (Joverniuent 
by  Jefferson  for  doing  that  indescribal)ly  dirty  work?  ^\'ho  can 
observe  without  a  <jualm  (d'  pain  men  in  every  State,  who  had 
st()o<l  shoulder  to  shoulder  on  the  batflelields  of  the  l{e\olution, 
thinking  the  worst  of  catdi  oilier  when  the  Republic  was  estab- 
lished, and  pointing  the  linger  of  suspicion  and  hostility  at  each 
other,  so  that  multitudes  of  the  unthinking  crowd  might  susjjoct 
them  and  hate  them  as  they  did? 

That  unhappy  jiicture  was  ])resented  in  no  h'ss  striking  colors 
in  Xew  York  than  elsewhere,  as  was  abundantly  shown  by  the 
excit ing  incident  that  marked  tlie  vei-y  o[)ening  weeks  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  l*erhai>s  it  \\  ill  cause  a  smile  of  incredulity 
a  hundred  years  from  uo\v  tluit  people  and  press  in  1899  Avere 
seriously  discussing  whether  the  first  year  of  the  new  century 
soon  to  ojien  Avere  to  be  counted  as  1900  or  1901.  It  does  not 
ap])ear  that  peoj)Ie  were  so  uncertain  of  their  arithmetic  or  their 
I)hraseo]ogy  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  they,  no  less  than  right- 
mimled  persons  to-day,  counted  1801  as  the  beginning  of  our 
momentous  century. 

And  on  January  1  of  that  year,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
were  in  a  tremendous  state  of  suspense  as  to  what  was  to  become 
of  the  office  of  President;  whetlier  it  was  to  be  the  nun-e  toy 
of  accident,  or  th<>  place  Avhere  they  could  put  the  nuin  of  their 
choice.  Tn  the  autumn  of  1800  there  ha<l  been  a  Presidential 
election,  in  the  old-fashioned  way,  as  originally  pi'^'ided  by  the 
r'onstitut ion.  That  is,  electors  had  been  duly  ofiosen  in  each 
State,  and  these  electoral  colleges  had  met  together  on  r)(M  ember 
4,  1800.    At  this  time  the  electors  cast  tlieir  Notes,  not  as  mere 
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tools  aiKl  fiiinrelioads  of  a  party,  but  as  individuals  with  brains 
and  tl)o  power  of  rhoit-e,  which  it  was  dccniod  safer  foi'  fheui  to 
oxerciso  than  for  the  crowd  at  lar^c.  Phosinii'  then  an<l  votinp,-  as 
real  electors  for  the  i)eo])le,  a  curious  and  puzzlini;-  result  was 
obtained.  The  I'e(leralist  candidates,  Jolm  Adams  (now  Pi'es- 
ideiil)  and  Charh's  < I'incknev.  secured  nr»  and  (14  votes,  respect- 
ively; ^\•hih'  Jolm  Jay,  also  a  I'ederalist,  and  now  ^oveiaior  fif 
New  York,  with  no  desii'e  whatever  io  run  for  public  oflice.  had 
been  p,iven  just  one  vote  by  some  ardent  but  not  very  wise 
admirer  amonj;-  the  electors. 

The  anti-l\'deralists,  now  called  Republicans,  had  nominated 
Thomas  JelTerson  and  Aaron  Burr,  ^\  ith  the  very  clearly  under- 
stood design  that  Jefferson  should  be  rheir  President  and  Puri" 
their  ^'ice-l'resident.  But  these  two  candidates  received  exactly 
tlie  same  number  of  electoral  votes — 73.  A  plurality  vote 
counted  in  the  collep,e.  and  if  either  man  had  had  the  73  he  would 
have  been  I'l-esident.  Since  both  had  that  number,  and  r>uri' 
was  not  willinu'  to  defer  to  the  plain  desire  or  intent  of  his  party 
that  he  should  be  the  incumbent  of  the  secondary  otlice,  the  tie 
vote  stood  in  the  way  of  the  declaration  of  either  man  as  Pres- 
ident, and  the  work  of  election  was  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
the  House  of  Be})reseutatives. 

By  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  the  results  of  the  votiuti' 
of  the  l^residential  elec  tors  would  officially  be  nuide  known  to 
Congress  on  tlu'  second  Wednesday  of  February,  1801.  As  the 
electors  finished  their  labors  about  Christmas,  it  was  not  till 
January  1,  1801,  that  it  was  known  from  one  end  of  the  T'niou 
to  the  other  that  no  President  had  been  elected,  that  the 
Federalists  had  lost  the  election,  and  that  the  two  Pepublicaus 
"■rimlv  held  to  the  chance  of  being  made  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Nation.  It  was  a  combination  of  details  full  of  anxiety  and  ex- 
citement. Nor  was  the  share  of  New  York  in  the  suspense  by  any 
means  the  least.  Aaron  Burr  was  her  Senator  in  Congress,  and 
thus  she  was  now  the  nearest  to  luiving  the  Presidency  that  she 
came  for  man^'  a  year  thereafter.    Yet  the  circumstances  of  the 
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ease  foibid  us  to  ronteiiutlato  that  fact  witli  niiicli  pride  or 
satisfaction. 

For  the  snr]i>isinp'  li^nres  reached  by  tlie  eh-ctors'  votes,  lead 
us  to  ask  some  (]uestions.  Why  was  tlie  Federalist  vote  divided 
bet\\'e<'n  Adams  and  IMiickitcy.  iiistea<l  of  IteiiiL;'  conceutrated  on 
A«Iams?  I?ecause  [)atriot  Adams  was  np  in  armsauainst  patriot 
1  lanulton,  because  ncit  Iier  (piite  ti'ustod  the  other,  or  because  one 
was  jealous  of  the  i)ower  of  the  other.  I^u'  this  reason  Adams 
Iiad  refuse<l  to  appoint  Hamilton  tirst  major-general  when  war 
with  Fi'ance  seemed  imminent,  until  ^^'ashinp,■ton  made  his  own 
accejitance  of  the  chief  command  depeiulent  on  that  ap]ioint- 
ment.  And  for  this  noble  reason,  too,  su])ported  by  this 
attempted  slight,  Hamilton  exerted  his  intluence  to  draw  votes 
from  Adams  for  Pinckney,  A\itli  the  result  that  the  I'ediu'alist 
party  lost  the  Presidency  and  soon  came  to  utter  ruin.  If 
patriots  thus  stood  opposed  to  each  other  within  the  same  party, 
whai  could  be  expected  of  them  when  they  stood  in  antagonism 
on  vital  questions  of  government? 

Another  question  arising  out  of  the  showing  of  the  votes  of 
the  electoral  college  is  of  still  greati^r  interest  to  New  York. 
How  was  it  that  Aaron  Burr  stood  over  against  the  Colossus 
JelTerson,  and  not  only  presumed  to  measure  himself  with  that 
idol  of  the  liepubli<-ans,  or  anti-Federalists,  but  contrived  to 
come  out  an  exact  e(iual  in  the  process?  \A'e  might  almost  say, 
so  far  as  events  had  gone  thus  far:  We  know  Jeffer.son,  but  who 
is  this  man  Burr?  Burr  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  army 
life  of  the  Revolution  by  two  or  three  ]u•aise^^■orthy  acts.  He 
had  carried  General  ^lontgomery's  mortally  wounded  form  at 
(Quebec;  he  had  let  Putnam's  army  out  of  its  tra|>  in  New  York 
City,  along  the  west  side  of  ^fanhattan  Tslan<l,  wuile  Howe  was 
landing  and  marching  down  on  tlie  east  side.  He  had  nmde  a 
dash  at  a  Tory  stronghold  near  V\'est  I'arms,  in  Westtdiester 
County,  and  captured  it.  hen  Howe  was  trying  to  get  into  tlu^ 
rear  of  Washington  on  the  way  to  VN'liite  Plains. 

Before  the  v,i\r  was  quite  owr  Burr  left  the  army,  studied  law 
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at  Albany,  and  lu'i^an  its  piari ice  in  New  York  City  iniincdiatt'Iy 
aflor  its  (nacuat  ion.  In  ITsl  he  was  clidscn  a  iiifnilxT  (if  I  lie 
Assonil.ly.  and  his  talcids  as  a  sjicalcc  i'  and  debater  i>eraiiio 
soon  apparent.  T'iiose  wow  recognized  by  the  Leuislature  in 
1701.  ^v]|en  he  'was  (dected  Tinted  States  Senator.  This  was 
already  a  si^n  of  party  disalTect ion.  In  ITS'.)  Ceneral  I'ldlii) 
Sidiuyh'r  an<l  IJnfns  Kini;  weic  (dected  to  the  Senate  of  llie 
United  Stat(>s  from  New  York.  No  one  id)jecred  to  S(  Imyh'r 
being  thns  honored,  bnt  tlie  members  of  the  .iL;reat  New  York 
families  saw  no  reason  why  they  shonhl  l)e  ])assed  over  foi'  a 

man  win*  liad  settled  annni-  tlu^m 
as  a  straiiL-cr  from  New  l^nuland. 
Hamilton  insisted  ii])(tn  Ids  nomina- 
rion  aj^ainst  the  ]>rotests  of  the 
Livin<;ston  f(dlowin;.';,  ^\h()  th(iUi:l;t 
that;  the  clianc(dlor  ^^•as  entitled  to 
the  honor,  arid  also  tliat  Hamilton 
shonld  have  Ijeen  sunicieidly  satis- 
lied  \^■itil  the  a}>poii!tment  of  his 
fatherdndaw. 

Hamilton's  tact  was  never  too 
conspicnous.  and  it  failed  him  hei-e. 
lie  foolishly  threw  awa}'  a  consider- 
able sui>port  in  his  own  State,  where 
The  Federalists  need.ed  all  the  strength  they  conld  h(dd  touether. 
Perhaps  he  thon;j,ht  the  Federalist  convictions  of  the  Livingstons 
were  ])]'oof  against  the  loss  of  ])osition  or  (dVu-e.  I5nt,  alas!  the 
old  ac(inisitiveness  of  the  original  Kobeii  was  still  alive  among 
them,  and  from  the  hour  (»f  this  disajipoint meat  the  Livingston 
family  and  f«dlowing  becann'  anti-l''ederalisl  or  Republican. 
Senat(n'  Schuyler  drew  tin'  lot  for  the  two-year  term,  whitdi  was 
necessitated  by  the  beginning  of  Hie  Senate  as  a  body,  oidy  part 
of  whose  members  were  to  l)e  (  hanged  e\-ery  twn  years,  while  the 
full  term  finally  would  be  six  ycnirs  f(U'  ea(di  mendxn'.  Ilenc(^ 
a  new  senator  was  to  be  eUnded  in  1701,  and  the  Livingstons 
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combinctl  with  tlu-  iincterato  aiiti-I'\Ml('ralist  Cliiitoiiiaiis,  (o 
defeat  Ilamiltoirs  relative.  The  eountiy  iiiiulit  sulTer  from  the 
sii[»})lantin^  of  so  sjih-ndid  a  (diaracter  as  Srhnyh'r  by  a  y(miiL!, 
and  untried  man.  whose  sul)se(iiient  eai'cer  proved  luirtfiil  to  it 
in  many  ^\■ays;  l»iit  what  was  country  (■omi)arcd  t<)  family  inter- 
ests and  party  trinmpii,  to  these  patriots  \\\u)  had  recently  bled 
to  make  it  their  own? 

Aaron  linrr  made  himself  very  nsefnl  to  llie  anti-Federalists 
in  New  York,  lie  stislained  the  cotmtini;-out  of  Jay  in  ITliL*,  and 
by  his  personal  inaj^netism  and  the  methods  of  the  ])ractical 
politician,  wherein  not  too  nundi  scrniuilonsness  and  nicety  of 
lienor  needed  to  be  <dJser^■<■d,  Fiurr  succeeded  in  turnini;-  the  titles 
of  following  in  the  lo\M'r  I'ederalist  regions  ut'  New  York  State. 
It  was  due  to  him  that  in  lTt»s  the  IJepnblicans  had  a  majority 
of  twenty-ei.uht  in  the  Assend>ly,  while  the  Federalists  could 
count  on  a  majority  of  but  ei-^ht  in  the  Senate.  The  Lei;islature 
as  n  whole  was  thus  solid  foi-  the  measures  or  the  men  that 
would  anta'i'onize  the  Federalist  [xdicy.  ]>esides  this  meritorious 
party-^^■ork  in  the  State,  to  Burr  Ixdon^cd  the  credit  of  a  master- 
stroke which  turned  the  tide  in  favor  of  the  T^epnblicans  in  the 
[•residential  contest  of  ISOO. 

As  if  fate  d(^])lored  and  was  determined  to  punish  the  deterio- 
ration of  patriots  into  partisans,  the  dislike  of  ITauiiltou  for 
Adams  let  him  into  a  fatal  mistake.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  Adams 
severely  criticisini:!,-  his  }>ublic  conduct.  It  was  inteudt^l  fur 
private  circulation  anioni;'  Federalists  oidy,  to  tui'n  votes  from 
Adams  aiid  concentrate  them  on  IMnckney.  lint  it  was  jdayini; 
with  danuerous  weapons.  Tlu^  astute  and  unscruiudoiis  coterie 
of  whiun  lUirr  was  the  movino.'  spirit.  learne(l  of  the  jiapcn',  and 
had  no  hesitation  in  corruptin^i'  the  printer  from  his  trust.  They 
secured  the  proofsheets,  reprinted  the  severe  diatribe  of  one 
Federalist  against  another,  sju'eadint:;'  confusi(»n  and  dismay 
amon^•  the  ranks  of  tlu'  President's  jiarty,  wUh  the  result  that 
the  votes  of  the  electors  gave  an  almost  e(]uai  number  to  Adams 
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iiiul  I'iiiclciicy,  but  uere  UDuble  to  reach  a  liuuic  that  wmiM 
have  elected  either. 

It  is  iiot  so  miirh  to  be  woiKh'i'ed  at  tliat  Aaron  IJnrr's  tat  lics 
shouhl  ha\e  won  him  many  ailniiicrs,  and  tliat  a  ^(xxlly  numl)or 
of  the  eh'etors  shoiihl  have  (h'cmed  him  worthy  of  a  second  place 
on  the  I'residential  ticket.  IJut  they  had  not  cahaihite*!  thai  the 
Federalists  would  be  abh'  to  poll  so  many  \otes  for  tlieir  two 
candidates  that  JelTer-^on's  vote  A\()nld  come  down  to  tlie  same 
figure  tip  to  which  r>urr's  had  risen.  And  hence  there  ha]>pened 
to  be  that  vexatious  lie,  which,  in  its  turn,  brought  dismay  to 
the  Republicans. 

It  would  have  been  more  loyal  to  the  ])arty  he  had  serve(l  so 
well,  if  r>urr  had  consented  to  take  the  second  place.  I'.tit  doubt- 
less r»urr  was  in  piditics  for  himself  (juite  as  much  as  for  the 
party;  and  though  he  should  have  felt  the  same  deb'rence  to\\  ard 
the  great  leader  tliat  others  felt,  [)erha])s  it  is  not  in  reason  to 
expect  any  man  to  let  riie  Presidency  slip  out  of  his  grasp  when 
he  had  such  a  hold  on  it  as  this.  Still  the  termcity  of  F.urr  caused 
disgust  among  his  own  party  nu'ii,  and  left  them  in  distressing 
uncertainty  about  JetTei-son.  This  feature  of  the  situation  de- 
lighted the  discomfited  l\Mleralists,  and  they  IioihmI  to  balk  tlieir 
opponents  of  their  dear<'st  wish  by  giving  them  as  President  the 
lesser  man,  whom  they  did  not  want.  Thei-efore  the  country 
waited  in  painful  suspense  throu.^h  those  first  six  weeks  of  the 
nineteenth  centtiry,  until,  on  I'ebruary  11,  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  shotild  vote  on  the  candidate. 

But  now  began  another  period  of  excitement  and  susjtense. 
Sixteen  States  were  now  in  the  Union,  and  their  delegations  in 
the  House  voted  as  units;  a  majority  of  these  M  as  neede<l  to  elect. 
On  the  first  ballot  eight  States  voted  for  JetTerson,  six  foi-  P.urr, 
while  Vermont  and  Maryland  could  cast  no  vote,  be(  atise  of  a 
"  tie  "  in  their  number.  There  was  therefore  no  election.  Six  imu'e 
ballots  in  rajdd  succession  did  not  (diange  the  result.  A  recess 
of  an  hour  was  taken,  and  ei^ht  fiaiitless  balh'its  followed  this. 
Thus  the  suspense  was  [)r(donged  during  five  anxious  days.  The 
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passions  (if  men  wore  at  white  heat.  Fodcralisrs  were  pliiinly 
told,"  says  one  paiii'^takinu-  liistoi-ian.  "  1liat  if  Aai-Dii  nurr  \v('r(> 
made  Prosidcut,  tlic  Kepuliliraiis  would  arm.  maicli  to  W'asliiuti- 
ton,  dejiose  tlie  nsui  p<'i',  and  put  .icrici'son  iu  his  ])hicc."'' 

The  pool- arconiiiinda t ions  of  the  ]>riiiiiri\'o  capihil  \vere  taxed 
to  their  utmost  to  entertain  ihe  crowds  of  people  that  ihit  ked  to 
the  scene  of  the  contest.  "The  I'edei-al isi s."  says  Professor 
Morse,  "  ha<l  the  i)ower,  by  hohlinu  steadily  touf't lier.  to  prevent 
any  election  whatever.  ^lomentcuis  as  siudi  a  juditical  critue 
would  be,  nevertheless  many  inlliiential  Federalists  soon  sh(n\ed 
themselves  sufticiently  embittered  to  contem])lat(-  it."  It  was 
freely  charged  that  Burr  was  maldng  !>argaiiis  Avitii  these  h^'d- 
eralists.  But,  badly  as  he  was  <-om])romising  Ids  future  by  tlie 
disloyal  stand  he  was  occupying,  he  did  not  inalo'  ilu-  situation 
any  worse  by  any  such  dcdiberate  treachei'y  to  Jefferson;  the 
latter  fully  cleared  him  from  all  smdi  blame  in  later  days. 

The  deadlock  was  linall\'  bi-olaai  on  Monday,  I'ebruary  10, 
when  thirty-six  ballots  had  been  taken.  In  the  Mai-yland  and 
A'ermout  delegations  those  who  had  thus  far  voted  for  P.urr 
so  as  to  make  a  tie.  voted  blanks,  so  that  these  States  cast  a 
vote  each  for  Jefferson.  At  the  same  time  tin'  one  delegate  from 
Delaware.  James  A.  Bayard,  altliougli  a  Federalist,  also  cast  his 
vote  for  Jefferson,  and  the  election  of  the  latter  v,-as  assured, 
placing  Burr  in  the  idace  -whei-e  ho  lielonged.  This  result  was 
dne  to  the  patriidism  that  snr\i\ed  in  the  breast  of  llannlton 
and  made  him  rise  su[)erior  to  ])artisanshii).  He  ha<l  had  severe 
conllicts  with  Jefferson,  an<l  on  i)arty  lini-s  they  could  have  l)een 
no  more  diametricall,v  o])pose(l  than  they  Avere.  P>ut  llandlton 
knew  Bui-r,  and  laiew  that  he  was  not  so  Avell  to  be  trttsted 
with  the  fortunes  of  the  countr-y  as  Jefferson.  Ilenc  •  he  laboi-ed 
to  persnade  the  Feder-alists  in  Congress  to  desist  from  their  des- 
perate purpose  of  eitln'r  making  tliC'  election  go  by  default  or 
of  giving  Burr  their  votes;  and  tinally  they  yielde<l  to  the  \  oice  of 
reason  and  patriotism.  A  sad  reward  was  in  store  for  Hamilton 
for  this  act. 


396  TiiK  EMrnu:  state  ix  three  centuuies. 


During  tliis  same  (tpening  year  of  tlu'  nineteenth  century, 
ferments  had  also  niarkod  and  niarrctl  the  fail'  tidd  of  Stale 
])olitics.  .The  second  term  of  ( iovernor  John  Jay  came  to  an  end 
in  ISOl.  lie  liad  been  offered  a  renonunation,  but  he  was  iire(l 
(»f  ]»olitics — perhaps  of  [)olitics  as  it  had  now  i;rown  to  be. 
''The  i)eri(Hl  is  now  nearly  arrived."  he  said,  "at  whidi  1  ha\e 
for  many  years  intended  to  r<-tire  from  the  cares  of  [)iiblic  life." 
It  was  not  so  ^^•ith  (Jecn'^c  Cdinton,  who  had  been  elected  ix^v- 
ernor  six  successive  times  uj)  to  the  year  170r».  lie  had  then 
discreetly  declined  the  nomination,  because  he  for(^sa\^'  thar  the 
people  were  in  a  mood  to  I'even^e  the  infamous  count ijig-out  of 


County,  where,  in  less  than  a  year,  grief  overwhelmed  him  in 
the  death  of  his  beautiful  and  accomplishe(l  wife,  but  where, 
after  this  b]o\\',  he  lived  in  ])eace  and  hai>]>im'ss  until  1829. 

The  lii-st  matter  nf  imiiortaiu'e  that  claime<l  Tioveinor  Clin- 
ton's attention  \\as  the  meeting  of  a  constitutional  convention, 
in  this  same  year  1801,  for  the  i)urposo  of  derermiiung  some 
questions  as  to  the  Council  of  Api>ointnu'nt.  This,  as  we  saw. 
was  a  feature  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  Yoi-k. 
created  in  order  to  put  a  check  u[)on  the  governor,  and  grew 
out  of  the  apprehension  lest  exjieriem-es  under  ctdonial  governors 
might  be  repeated  under  a  free  government.    It  was  compose(l 
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1702.  r.ut  now  he  accejded  a  reuom- 
ination.  for  he  shI■e^^•dly  foresaw  vic- 
tory; ^^d^(dl,  indeed,  he  secured,  and 
took  his  seat  for  the  seventh  time  in 
1801.  Jay  then  finally  withdrew  from 
public  life.  President  Adams  had 
offered  to  a]t|ioint  him  again  to  his 
former  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Su])reme  Court.  I>ut 
even  this  c<»uld  not  tem])t  him  to 
depart  from  his  cherished  ]>uri)ose. 
He  therefoi'e  retired  to  his  country 
''ouse   at    liedford,    in  'Westchester 
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of  the  ^ovcriKir  and  four  senators.  W'liiU-  il  was  int('n(l('(l  to 
divuk'  rrsi>onsil)ility  witli  the  i;()\'ernor,  and  to  eliecd^  any  ten- 
dency toward  iniitrojM-r  noiuiiiatioiis  to  ofliee,  yet  the  intention 
was  tliat  it  sliould  \)r  to  him  an  ai<l  railier  tlian  a  hindi'ance. 

]jnt  it  was  adnuraldy  a.da]tted  to  he  the  laltei'  in  the  ease  of 
a  jj;()vej  nor  and  a  le^ishiture  (d' o|t[>osite  pai'ties.  Smdi  happened 
to  be  tliocasein  1T!>S,  as  w  e  saw,  thanks  to  i'>urr's  inatdpnlat  ions, 
who  himself  was  returned  to  tlie  A><seinhlv,  liavinu  .>er\'ed  his 
six  years  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Jay  was  opposed  to  any- 
tlnni;-  lilce  a  s]K»ils  system,  and  would  not  disturlt  men  in  (dliee 
beeause  of  their  political  athliations.  The  Cliidons  and  Livinj;- 
stons  were  of  a  ililTerent  mind;  and  as  the  governor  would  not 
heed  their  wishes  to  tiiake  room  for  th<'ir  friends,  they  reftised  to 
ratify  his  iionunatitms  for  othces  tlwit  needed  to  l^e  tilled.  There 
was  but  one  Fc^deralist  in  the  c(mncil  to  \-ote  with  the  governor, 
and  so  the  majority  of  three  could  '■  h(dd  up  "  his  nominations 
effectively. 

The  closini;'  months  of  Jay's  term  were  tilhMl  with  the  annoy- 
ances of  this  pett}'  and  unworthy  sipiabble.  On  I'\"l)ruary  11, 
ISOl  (the  very  day  that  the  momentotis  l)allotinii-  be.uan  at  \\'asli- 
ington),  the  go\-ernor  nominated  a  sheriff  for  Duti  hess  <'ounty. 
He  was  rejected,  and  seven  subseiiuent  names  preseute(i  met 
with  the  i^ame  fate.  He  then  nomiiuited  a  man  of  the  majority's 
j)arty,  and  he  was  at  once  contirmid.  On  I'^d)i  uai  \'  24  the  same 
child's  play  went  on  over  nominations  for  sherilTs  of  S(di()harie 
and  Orange  counties,  and  nothinu  \\  as  accomplished. 

Then  a  member  of  thi^  council  uunle  a  nomination,  which  the 
governor  ignor<'<l,  as  this  was  an  imjiudtMiT  innovation,  destruct- 
ive of  an  iiiijiortaut  function  of  th(>  executive  |)owei-.  l*>ut  the 
niajority  claimed  this  new  interpretation  of  the  ron.ditution  as  a 
right,  and  Jay  referred  it  to  the  Legislature,  whitdi  declined  to 
act  on  a  cotist itutional  (juestion.  It  was  then  referred  to  the 
Supreme  Couit  and  th<'  chatfellor,  who  declined  to  give  a  de- 
cision on  an  "  extra-judi(  ial  "  i»oint.  Hence  on  April  G.  1>^01, 
the  Legislature  passed  an  act,  calling  a  constitutional  conven- 
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rion  to  (Iccidf  the  (|ii('sri<in  w  ln't Iicr  the  Coiniril  of  AiUMiiut uifut 
had  a  concuiTfiit  power  of  iKuniiial ion  with  ilic  iiovcnior. 

Pendiii.n  tlio  derision  (loNcriior  -hiy  diil  not  ai;uin  call  the 
council  t<»i;('t her  dui-in.u'  the  hi  icf  ri'nia iiMlor  of  liis  torni.  ]5ul  no 
soouor  ha<l  Clinton  retaken  Ids  old  seat  llian  the  council  was  suni- 
moned  and  met  in  Auuust.  Now  things  went  exactly  as  the  ]iar- 
tisans  wanted.  I)e  Witt  <  "linion,  his  nei>hew.  was  a  mendx'r,  and 
so  was  Ambrose  Sjjeiicer.  \vho  had  mari'ied  a  Livingston.  Two 
months  before  the  ci»n\i'ntion  met,  the  council  and  ,;L;()Vernor 
(who  simply  i^nore<l  the  one  lY'deralist  member)  made  a  (dean 
sweep  of  their  opponents  out  of  the  jiositioiis  they  held.  IJdward 
LiviiiLisf on,  brother  (d'  ('hanc(dlor  llobert  11.  Ia\in,i;ston.  was 
made  mayor  of  Xew  "^'(U-k;  and  the  secretary  (»f  state  was  re- 
moved to  make  I'oom  for  a  brother-in-law.  The  Federalist  con- 
troller was  removed,  ami  likewise  the  clerk  and  i-ecorder  of 
New  York  City.   .Vnd  the  minor  oflices  stiff ei'e<l  like  renovations. 

]n  short,  this  \\-as  the  dawn  in  America  of  the  l>am'ful  "  sitoils 
system,"  and  New  ^'orlc  lias  to  bear  I  he  disgrace  of  the  initiation 
of  that  main  bhd  on  the  American  re})ublic.  and  the  one  seri(»us 
tlireat  to  its  e-\isten«-e  or  continuance.  "  proceedings  (d'  ihis 
Council  of  1801."  says  IMward  M.  Shepard.  himsidf  a  Democrat, 
*'  have  ])rofoundly  al'fecieil  the  politics  i»f  New  Yoi-k'  to  this  day. 
Few  ])olitical  bodies  in  America  ha\'e  exercised  as  S(n'ions  and 
lasting-  an  intlueme  upon  the  political  habits  of  the  nation." 
De  \yH  \  <  dinton  and  Ambrose  Sjiencer  were  alone  res])onsible  foi' 
it.  Even  ( io\  ermu- ( 'lintou  entei-ed  a  i)rotest,  but  not  so  effective 
a  one  as  t(;  stoji  the  ja-oceedi n^s.  And  these  same  initiators  of 
the  spoils  system  had  c(un[deie  control  of  the  constitutional 
convent  ion. 

It  met  on  October  lo.  isOl,  and  nnanin.ously  sustained  the 
coutention  of  the  majority  of  the  council,  that  they  had  the  ri^hf 
to  nominate  as  well  a.s  the  i;o\-ernor.  ft  left  the  executive  ])ower 
of  the  ti(»\-ernor  sadly  sIku'Ii,  but  the  ])lace-hunters  and  place- 
dealers  needed  that  state  of  thiuL^s  for  their  plans.  This  con- 
vention alst)  tlxed  the  number  of  Stat<'  senators  at  thirty-two. 
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which  was  i-ctaincd  nearly  up  to  the  present  day,  with  a  p()i)uhi- 
tion  incretisinu  sixfohl.  'J'lie  members  (if  tlK"  .Assembly  were  to 
number  one  hundred,  with  a  proportiniuil  increase  after  each 
census.  Aaron  llurr  was  president  of  the  coincntion,  and  not 
otily  De  ^^'itt  ('lintoii,  but  also  l)ani(d  1  >.  'i'ompkins,  both  subse- 
quently ji'overiiors,  were  memliors.    It  adjouri)0(l  on  October  I'T. 

Aaron  lUiri-'s  evident  intention  to  secure  liie  Presidency  if  he 
could,  at  the  ex]»ense  of  JetTerson,  had  ihoroui;hly  discretliled 
him  w  it]\  his  own  ]>arty.  .Vt  the  close  of  Jefferson's  first  term  lie 
was  ent husiast irally  nominated  for  a  second;  but  IJnrr  was  not 
even  mentioned.  Georj^e  Clinton,  the  oft-elected  y,()^'ernor  of 
New  York,  was  ]»laced  on  the  ticket  for  A'ice-l*resident,  and 
transferred  his  sphere  of  inlluence  from  the  ^tate  to  tiie  Nation, 
destined  to  ii^o  throuf^h  more  than  one  re-(dection  \o  this  nmre 
exalted  oltice  also.  There  was  thus  a  new  r.()venior  to  be  ekn-ted 
for  New  Yoi'k.  ami  I>urr  hei-e  sought  his  chance  for  r(diabilitation 
Avith  his  jiarty.  The  Clintonians  and  Li\in^stonians  were  too 
stron;;'  for  him,  hoA\ever.  and  they  nominated  Colomd  .Morij,au 
Lewis,  a  brother-in-law  of  ex-( 'hancidlor  Livini;ston. 

B  irr  then  hoped  to  i;('t  the  indorsement  of  the  Federalists,  but 
they  nominate(l  John  Lansing,  the  deserter  from  tlie  constitu- 
tional comcniion,  l)ut  now  (duuicellor  in  Li\  inustou"s  place,  who 
had  been  ai»point«Ml  minister  to  h^rauce  by  I'residetit  Jefferson. 
I'erhaps  Lansinj.;  saw  the  incongruity  of  posing  as  Federalist 
candidate',  or  else  the  ho]»elessness  of  the  election  induced  him 
to  de(dim^  to  run.  Then  liurr,  as  a  last  resort,  named  himstdf  as 
an  independent  candidate,  lio]nnu  to  ilraw  to  himself  those  Ke- 
jniblicaus  who  were  not  the  friends  or  fav(»rites  of  the  (Minton- 
Livini;st(»n  faction,  and  all  of  the  Fechn-alists  wli(»  were  now 
without  a  candidate  of  their  own.  TUit  disap])ointmenl  a^ain 
was  in  store  fer  r>urr.  I!amilto]i  a.uain  warned  the  I^'deralists 
a^a.inst  F.uri-.  and  rectunmeudeil  them  to  su]'.i>ort  Mor.Liau  Lewis, 
theii-  i)olifical  enemy,  as  a  more  trustworthy  man.  As  a  con- 
sequent-, Morgan  Lewis  bei  ame  the  n':'xt  liovernor  of  New  Y(u-k, 
in  ^SOi. 


i 
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31<)i'_i;aii  L(*^\  is  was  born  \u  New  \'(»rl<:  ( "it  v  <>n  <)ct(>I)('i'  Ki,  ITTil. 
His  fatlicr  was  I'raiicis  Lewis,  (me  of  flic  signers  of  tlio  Dfclar  i- 
tit>n  of •lii(U'[t('n(l('iue,  wiio  luul  scrllcd  as  a  uicrrliani  in  NCw         .  '; 

York  ill  173."),  and.  altlioui;ii  of  Kn!:,!isli  hiith,  was  dovoicdlv  ■ 

attaclud  *^o  tli"  patriot  (•ans(\    ll:ivinu  a  conn! ry-scat  ;it  W'liitc-  > 

stanc,  on  r.oni;'  Island,  Mr.  Lewis  moved  Ids  f;indl\"  llieic  in  ITTf!,  - 

M'iien  New  Vo]-]-;  was  t  lirea  t  enetl ;  hnt  aftei-  (lie  l)attl<'  td'  Loiiu  i 

If;lan(L  the  Uritisli  took  iKirticnlar  i)leasnre  in  de\astatini;  liis  ! 

"  i 

property,  and  in  iniin-isonin^  and  mail  i-e:it  iiej,  .Mrs.  Lewis  io  sn(di  ! 

i 

an  pxtont  tliat  slie  died  from  tlie  elteets  s<»on  afler  Lein;^  restored  j 

to  her  liiishasitk     Aloriian   Lewis   gradnated    from   (\tliiml»ia  j 

(Kiiiu's)  ( '(dle-e  in  1  TT-"].  | 

w  liereniton  lie  i'a\'e  liim-  ! 

I 

self  to  the  stndy  of  law  j 

in    John    Jay's    oftice.  | 

The  wai-  di'ew  him  iiiio  \ 

the  army,  like  so  many  \ 

other  y  o  n  n  ^ m  e  n  o  f  | 

promise  ami   of  spirit.  \ 

a  11  d  h  e  dist  iiiL'  nishe.l  | 

himself  at  t  h  e  ti  r  s  t  \ 

I 

battle  of  Saratoga  and  i 

i 

at  ( Jermantow  II.   \\dien  ] 

jieace  ret  iirned,  w  i I  h  its  j 

o}»eninus  to  [»nldir  life,  ? 

Ave  tind   him  on  iipvi  nLi  | 

several  ]»roniinent  posi-  .  | 

tioiis.  I 

He  was  elected  tot  he  ; 

S  '  a  t  e  Lei;islai  are  in 

necaine  suceessi \  eiy  ai  [ornev-ueiieral  of  the  i^taie.  one  of  i 

the  judi^cs  of  its  Supreme  T'oiirt.  and  in  ISOI  was  <  hief  justice.  ; 

He  had  marrii-d  a  sister  id' ('liam  ellor  Li\  in v.ston.  and  had  faith-  | 

fully  followed  that  famih'  nhen  it  tni'iied  from  Hamilton  and  j 

i 

Federalism  to  Clinton.  Iie[»u1dicanism,  and  (dlici'.    In  L"<(i4  he  | 

i 
i 
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w;is  tlioir  candidate*  for  governor,  as  we  saw,  to  sueetHMl  (Icoi-gc 
Cliutijii.  lie  was  ii(»t  i-e-elcctcd  in  1N(I7,  Imt  in  ISIO  was  ni;idc 
.State  seuatoT'.  Duriuj^'  tlie  War  of  ISIL*  he  entered  tlie  army 
again,  and  attained  the  rank  of  nia jor-^cneral  in  181'}.  He  «-a[»- 
nired  I'di't  ( le()i-L',<',  and  was  in  coniiiiand  ;it  Sackel  t's  llai'hoi-.  In 
181")  he  retirei]  from  publie  life.  lie  was  m-nerons  to  those  de- 
pendent on  liim,  and  at  one  time  ren)itte(]  tlie  arrears  of  I'enl  to 
those  occniiyinu  his  estates,  so  that  he  escaped  the  hitlei-ness  of 
attack  whicdi  other  laudloi'ds  snITered  daring  the  anti-rent 
troubles.  He  died  in  New  York  in  Ai)ril,  1844,  at  the  e.xtraor- 
dinary  a,G,e  of  ninety  years. 

When  Aaron  P>u)'r  realized  that  he  had  a^ain  been  defeated 
and  disappointed  in  his  ambition  by  the  intervention  of  Ham- 
ilton, he  was  determined  to  seek  his  life.  He  was  now  left  A\  ith- 
out  any  ground  to  stand  on,  i>olitically,  either  in  the  Nation  or 
in  his  own  State,  and  he  became  desperate.  His  temperament 
was  unscrupulous,  almost  without  serious  moral  restraint,  and 
as  such  the  man  is  a  problem  in  heredity.  His  father  was  the 
Iiev.  Aaron  Burr,  widely  respected  as  a  godly  minister,  as  well 
as  a  talented  orat(.r,  and  of  great  reputation  for  learning.  He 
was  elected  ])resident  of  tho  College  of  New  Jersey,  at  ]*rineeton, 
and  here  the  younger  r.nrr  graduated.  His  mother  was  the 
choicest  flower  of  a  choice  family,  the  daughter  of  that  reNered. 
and  saintly  moral  pliilosopher  and  profound  theologian,  the 
pride  of  New  England,  the  Ifev.  Jonathan  Edwards.  ll<)th  thest' 
parents  died  while  Burr  was  still  an  infant  of  a  few  yt-ars.  and 
somehow  he  recei^■ed  a  moral  or  rcdigious  twist  in  his  l)ringing 
up,  whi(di  unba]ance(i  his  *  liaracler. 

.Burr  could  not  stoop  to  be  a  murderer  or  mi<lnight  assassin. 
His  moral  unsoundness  did  iKtt  go  su(di  lengths  as  tint.  He  had 
a  due  regar{l  to  the  restraints  and  opinions  of  society,  nor  was 
he  ambitious  to  be<-ome  acquainted  with  the  common  hangman. 
But,  unfortunately,  in  those  days  society  rather  encourage<l  one 
murderous  means  of  satisfying  revenge,  the  du(d.  '*  With  cold 
deliberation,"  says  Senator  Lodge.  "  he  set  about  f(U'cing  a 
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quarrel.""  Occasion  for  a  (luai-rel  was  readily  foiiiid,  after  aii 
electiou  contest,  yet  even  in  this  Burr  was  not  strai.i;lit foi-ward, 
and  procei'ded  to  cxtreiuities  without  having'  a  (dear  i-ase.  It 
was  while  lianiilton  was;it  Albany  on  le^al  busiiu'ss  that  he  had 
dissuaded  trie  I'edei-al ist s  fi'oiii  sninturiiiiii  IJui'r,  at  a  <-aucus  hehl 
in  a  tavern  or  hotcd  there.  Two  adherents  of  I'.urr  had  surrep- 
titiously introduced  themselves  into  an  ad  joinini;  apartment,  and 
naturally  o\erheard  some  things  not  coniidimentary  to  their 
chief.  liut  this  base  business  was  too  low  even  fur  LUirr's  use 
iu  the  present  instance. 

He  turned  therefore  to  something  else.  A  letter  was  [»i-inted 
iu  the  uewspa]M'rs  of  the  day.  luaking  the  statement  that  llani- 
iltou  had  discouraged  the  I'ederalists  from  voting  for  l>urr. 
adding:  "(Jeneral  Ilauulton  and  Judge  Kent  lia\e  detdared  in 
substance  that  they  looked  upon  'Sir.  Burr  to  be  a  dangerous  man, 
aud  one  who  ought  not  to  l»e  trust(M]  \\ith  the  reins  of  govern- 
uient."  This  was  suhiciently  liarmless  language  for  a  iiolitical 
campaign.  But  there  was  another  sentence  more  to  Burr's  pur- 
pose, and  he  seizeii  on  that:  I  could  detail  to  you  a  still  more 
despicabh^  opijuon  whicli  (ieneral  llannlton  has  ex[>ressed  of 
'Mr.  Burr."  This  sentence  he  uuderscori'd,  and  sent  the  extract 
to  Hamilton,  <lemanding  an  explanation  or  satisfacti(»n. 

The  writer  of  this  mischief-making  letter  was  a  Dr.  Cooper, 
who  had  been  witli  Hamilton  at  the  pi-i\ate  table  of  a  mutual 
friend,  where  tlu'se  remarks  wvw  alleged  to  have  been  made. 
Hamilton  was  not  responsilde  for  the  odious  comparison  in- 
stituted by  Dr.  ('oo[)<'r  between  one  remark  of  his  and  aiiollier. 
Again,  if  ludlhei-  he  nor  Dr.  Cooper  couhl  recall  the  exact  lan- 
guage of  tin-  more  heinous  urterance,  there  \\'as  nothing  to  be 
explained,  jiud  m)  ground  foi-  calling  out  anviuie  to  a  du(d.  'Idie 
groundlessness  and  irrelevance  of  T'>urr's  coiitention  were  pointed 
out  by  Hamilton.  "  Hov;  shall  I  annex  any  precise  idea  to  lan- 
guage so  indeliidte?"  he  asked.  llo\\-  could  you  be  sure  that 
even  this  opinion  [the  *  more  des[>icable  '  one]  had  exceeded  the 
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bounds  Avliii'h  you  would  yourself  dcvui  adniissiblc  between 
politieal  (({jpom-nls? 

If  BuiT  liad  h'ld  any  otlier  than  a  iuur(b'i'ous  intt'ut,  lie  would 
have  admitted  the  force  of  these  cousidci-at ions.  Ills  "  honoi'," 
too,  should  have  been  fully  salislicd  by  the  rrjily  that  Hamilton 
authorized  his  second  to  transmit :  "lie  \\  (iuld  be  able  to  answei- 
consistently  with  his  honoi"  and  the  rruth,  in  substance,  that  the 
com'ersat ion  to  which  I  )r.  (  'oo]»er  allude(l,  turned  wholly  on 
]>oHtical  to}iics,  and  did  not  attribute  to  C(donel  r>urr  any  in- 
stance of  dishonorable  conduct,  nor  relate  to  his  [)rivate  char- 
acter." What  more  could  liurr  lKi\-e  wished?  Could  Hamilton 
have  gone  further  to  take  away  tho  cause  for  a  quari'el? 

But  the  unha]»i)y  fealni-e  of  this  -whole  affair  is  that  Burr  <lid 
not  really  wish  for  an  explanation.  ^Ve  have  been  at  some  i>aiu.-, 
to  show  this,  that  it  may  illustrate^  the  fierceness  of  j)ersonal 
hatred  to  which  the  political  fei'ments  early  in  the  history  of 
State  and  Bepublic  led.  In  the  acconnt  of  this  dmd  only  the 
fatal  hoiii'  is  usually  dwidt  o]i  with  nii»st  particularity.  It  is  a 
familiar  story  how  the  two  distinguished  men — one  the  founder 
of  the  Nation's  tiuaiuial  ami  i;()\'ernmental  inte;.M'ity  and  pros- 
perity, the  other  at  that  time  the  Mce-President  of  the  United 
States — n^.ct   on   July   11.  on   the   dm-llin.u-.gronnd  at 

AYeehawken,  oi>])osite  jfanhattan  Island,  on  the  Xew  Jei'sey 
shore,  and  sheltei-ed  from  (djservation  and  intcrrui>tion  b^-  the 
wall  of  the  Palisados  towering  abo\e  them;  how  Hamilton,  him- 
self refusing- to  shoot,  tell  mortally  wounded  at  P.urr's  first  fire; 
how  he  died  the  next  afternoon,  to  the  grief  of  a  stricken  wife 
and  yonng  family,  and  to  the  inextinguishalde  horror  and  in- 
dignation of  a  whole  ])(M»ple.  It  was  a  striking  comnientary  on 
the  reprehensible  antagonisms  to  whi(di  men  had  permitted 
themselves  to  be  excited  by  differences  of  oi)inion  perfectly  war- 
rantable, but  which  ikhmI  not  have  in\-olved  [tassionate  p(>rst)nal 
hatred. 

The  duel  is  of  lamentabh^  interest  to  Xew  York  State  as  ending 
the  careers  of  two  of  her  ]>rightest  sons,  the  oiu'  in  violent  death, 
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the  othci'  in  oblnqiiv  and  hopeless  obscurity.  W'il  h  1  laiiiillnn  (uil 
of  the  way,  lUivv  hail  lhou;4hl  lo  have  a  clear  course  to  all  his 
aiubiti*ons.  In  fact,  it  killed  him  {tolitically  as  dead  as  it  killed 
his  oppoueut  iihysically.  I'or  a  moment  he  made  himself  the 
hero  of  a  fantastic  and  i-omantic  s(dienic.  Tint  this  attouipt  only 
hea])ed  the  lii'eater  distrust  and  aversion  u[ton  him.  lb-  \\<'nt 
baidv  first  of  all  from  the  du(d  to  his  tdiair  as  \'ice-I'resident  of 
the  Unite(l  States,  to  preside  ovei-  the  Senate  for  another  w  inter. 
He  Imd  t(j  escajje  from  New  York  under  cover  of  the  niuhl,  w  ith 
au  indictment  for  manslauuhtei-  ham;inu  over  him.  In  AN'ash- 
iugtou  the  law  could  not  reach  him  in  his  ollicial  position. 

^A'hen  JelTersou's  second  ailministration  be.uan.  on  March  4. 
1805,  Burr  had  to  uive  way  to  (ieoi-j^c  riinion;  and  then  the 
Nation  heard  not  of  him  till  it  was  startled  liy  a  wild  desiL^ii  of 


fashion.  d(jwn  the  Oliio  and  the  M ississi[)pi.  There  Mere  con- 
ferences of  adventurous  s}»irits  on  an  island  [)ast  whii  h  iIowimI 
the  swift  current  of  a  i.ireat  \\'estern  river;  where  one  r.leiiner- 
hasset  occupied  a  line  mansion,  and  princidy  hosi>italiiy  was 
dispensed  at  the  hands  of  his  beautiful  wife. 

For  some  time  these  mo\ements,  so  mtich  more  of  a  character 
to  adorn  the  itai^cs  of  a  novel  than  lo  alarm  the  existence  of  a 
nation.  AAero  i,nnored  by  the  authorities.  P.ut,  aft(n*  awhile, 
(damors  arose  that  designs  were  formulated  a,uainst  the  integ- 
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Ilis,  which  seemed  to  aim 
at  settinti-  Tip  an  inde[M'nd- 
eiit  enrpire  in  the  South- 
west, in  the t erritory  lately 
l>urchased  from  France. 
It  involved  mysterious 
idoTtin^s,  the  i  m  p  r  e  s  s- 
m  e  n  t  of  vohmteers  in 
k.astern  s  e  a  ports,  the 
[>  a  s  s  i  n  g'  o  f  v  e  s  s  e  1  s 
manned  and  armed  in  ap- 
l»roved  melo  d  r  a  m  a  t  i  c 
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vity  of  tlie  K(*i»iil)lic,  jiid  (hat  tlic  scIkmihts  luwl  some  roason  to 
t'Xpcct  tin'  aid  of  otliccis  of  tlic  riiitrd  Stales  aiaiiy.  Tlifn,  by 
a  few  vigorous  iiicasurcs.  the  l»iil)lilc  was  soon  ])ri(k<'(l.  and 
Aaron  T'.nrr,  the  piinic  ])roniotci'  of  tlic  cNcn  yet  mysterious  at- 
tcinitt,  was  an-cstcd  and  tiici]  fur  treason. 

1  lainil I on's  o| isi lion  lo  I'.uri-  liad  always  Iieeii  based  on  the 
ffusjticion  that  lie  w  a  s  caiiahh^  of  d  isiai]>i  i  iil;  the  ('in  on  to  ad  \  a  nee 
his  own  sidienies  <if  neisonal  aiid)ition;  that  he  conld  fonieni  and 
lead  a  seeession,  if  he  conld  win  ulory  and  jiower  by  it.  And 
.secession  was  not  an  idle  and  iin[»ossild<'  dream,  eilhei-  in  ISOl 
or  in  1S04.  E\en  to  the  lenuth  of  tearing;  the  country  asunder 
were  men  prepared  t(»  u'o  to  secni-e  pai-ty  ends.  Secession  was 
not  a  d]-eam.  bnt  it  was  a  fact  conteni])hited  and  needing.'  but 
some  bold  spirits  to  try  it  on.  1 1  erne  II  a  mi  1 1  on  a  tnl  Kent  felt  the 
daniiel'  of  lUirr's  ascendancy;  that  he  was  not  to  be  trusted. 
As  Senator  Lodue  says:  "  He  sonulit  the  i^oveiaioi-slii])  of  New 
Yoi'k,  Ixdiind  w]ii(  h  was  the  jiossibility  of  a  noi'thein  confed- 
eracy and  ]»residency.  a  plianlom  e\  (deed  by  the  nnirmnrs  of  seces- 
sion now  heard  amonij,  New  laiuland  leadei's." 

Tlie  susi)icion  and  fear  (d'  Hamilton  w<'i-e  amidy  jnstilh'd  by 
these  machinations  of  Tiui'r  in  the  Southwest.  Yet.  w  hen  he  was 
finally  brought  to  trial  for  hi^h  treas(»n  at  Ki(dim<ind,  in  ISOCi.  the 
result  of  se^■en  weeks  of  count er-i)leadin.!.i,'  was  the  Scotch  verdict. 

Xot  proved."  Xevc't heless,  15ui  r  was  a  ruim'd  and  disi'r(^dited 
n)an.  He  went  to  Euro]K'  in  ]S()T,  spent  six  years  there  in  sad 
]tenury  and  obscnrity,  from  A\hich  his  s]dendid  talents  and  fas- 
ciriat  inj^' maiinei's  could  not  i  tdieve  him,  and  I'eturned  to  America 
in  1S13.  For  twenty-three  years  lonucr  he  continue(l  the  hai-il 
stru^'iile  of  life,  shunned  by  society,  sustained  by  a  litile  law 
bnsiness,  and  finally,  in  he  died  on  Staten  Islai  d  at  a  small 

hotel,  the  St.  James,  at  Port  Ki(  hmond,  widt  h  is  still  standing,-. 
He  was  then  C'iL;lity  years  of  a^c 

IJefore  passinp.'  on  to  that  event  of  snprcMue  interest  whi*  h 
.shall  ociMipy  us  in  tlie  next  chapter,  it  ^\'ill  not  be  out  of  [dace  in 
such  a  hisiory  as  this  to  nofi(>e  the  establishmenf  ef  the  famous 
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Military  Acndcmy  (if  tlio  Ignited  States  on  tlio  soil  of  our  Stato, 
at  ^Vost  Toiut,  in  Oran.iic  County.  On  R('])t('nib<'r  10,  171)0,  the 
United  States  aequire<l  iiero  by  purchase  a  trat't  of  over  two 
thousand  acros.  It  had  beon  abniulantly  sIioxn  u  by  the  ^\'ar  of 
the  lJe\'olution  that  the  armies  of  tlic  Rc])uldir  nce(h'd  well- 
trained  otlit  ers  to  make  tlie  uien  umler  them  ellirient.  Washing- 
ton had  notliini;  l)Ut  an  enthusiastic  rabble  to  win  the  battles  of 
freedom  ^\■ith  at  the  fii'st.  The  militia  Inul  been  in  existence  in 
all  the  colonies,  but  when  tlu'se  rei;iments  ajipeared  before  the 
commander-in-(diief.  and  were  assigned  to  duty  by  him,  t  hey  were 
ai»t  to  act  the  part  of  jiolitical  (dubs  rat  iier  than  that  of  reuiments 
nnder  strict  discipline.  They  ^\'onld  mount  guard  or  jx-rforn) 
evoluti(Uis  if  they  pleased;  othei'wise  not,  so  that  AVashini;ton 
dismissed  some  of  tliem  in  a  vei'y  ^i-eat  hurry. 

So  f;reatly  needed  was  military  education  that  (leneral  Knox 
urged  the  establishment  of  a  S(diool  as  early  as  1770.  A  military 
school  ^\'as  practically  initiated  at  the  instance  of  Washington  in 
1794.  A  cori>s  of  engineers  and  one  of  artillerists  was  stationed 
at  ^Vest  Point,  and  lessons  were  given  to  the  members  in  tlieir 
departments.  The  sessions  were  held  in  a  building  called  the 
Old  ]*ro\-ost.  Tins  AA'as  Iturned  in  17!)(i,  and  the  sch(»ol  was  sns- 
pende(l  until  ISOl.  West  Point  came  to  Ixe  select(^d  for  the 
famons  academy  for  a  very  interesting  reason.  It  was  always 
recognized  as  the  key  to  the  I''nite(l  States."  We  have  pointed 
out  the  recognition  of  that  fact  in  tln^  (diaptei'  on  the  Pevolnt ion ; 
and  that  for  this  reason  Arnold  and  Olinton  fixed  on  it  as  the 
])lace  to  be  surrendered  by  his  act  of  treason.  It  was  ther(^foro 
recomiuende(l  that  ^\'est  Point  should  always  be  kopt  as  a  post 
in  a  defensible  ciuidifion,  in  the  tinu's  of  peace  as  W(dl  as  of  war. 
And  it  Mas  argued  that  with  but  little  additional  expense  there 
could  be  instituted  an  acad(Muy  for  tlie  training  of  otTicers. 

By  an  act  of  rongress.  in  ^Iar(  h.  1S02,  the  Academy  was  for- 
mally established.  Two  corps  were  stationed  at  "^Vest  Point,  as 
before:  one  of  ai'tillerlsts,  to  which  forty  cadets  were  atta(died, 
and  one  of  engineers,  with  ten  cadets.  The  senior  officer  of  these 
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troops  was  to  ;u-t  as  supcrini cinlciii .  Tlic  secretary  of  war  was 
to  prooiiro  boolcs,  iniplemeii  I  s,  and  apjiaraliis.  X'arioiis  ollicers 
wore  to  do  1  lie  work  of  iiist  i-iictoi's,  and  in  1  the  I'residen I  w  as 
autliorize<l  to  aj>poiM(  a  teat  her  of  t^i-eiK  li  and  drawiiiu.  Major 
(later  Colonel  )  of  iMii^ineeis  Jonathan  Williams,  was  the  fii'st 
superintendeni.  In  this  feehleand  teniati\-e  way  Ire^an  tiie  work 
of  the  splendid  institution,  wbieh  is  well  worthy  Ihe  pride  of 
the  whole  uatiuii. 


nrCKS  ARMS 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  CHAPTER  V. 


A  VIEW  OF  SOME  OF  THE  AMENITIES  OF  COLONIAL  LIFE  AT  THE 
END  OF  THE   SEVENTEENTH  CENTUJIY. 


HE  Peace  of  Pysw yck  ui  KlOi  had  put  an  end  to  the  war 
between  Enij,land  and  I'l-anee,  |2,rowin^  ont  of  the  ae- 


^v^vjj  eessien  to  the  Eu^lisli  thi'one  of  ^^'illianl  and  Maiy, 
LonisXlN'.  havin^cspftuscd  iliecanseof  the  banished 
James  II.  Six  rears  and  more  hostilities  had  i-a^t^l  with  more 
than  nsual  virnienee  between  tlie  l'"'r(^n(h  of  ('anaihi  and  tlieir 
Indian  allies,  and  tlie  snfferint;'  border  colonies  of  New  York 
and  New  England.  Now  that  peace  ha<l  come.  Lord  P.ellomoiit. 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  sent  two  commissioners  in  ^lay,  KlOS. 
to  treat  with  the  (iovei'nor-deiieial  of  Canada.  Connt  (h'  I'ron- 
tenac,  abont  the  exchaniie  of  prisoners,  and  other  puldic 
affairs." 

The  men  chosen  ^'or  this  important  and  ileru'at(^  task  were 
Colonel  Peter  Sidinylei',  ^fayoi-  of  Albany,  and  Lev.  (Jodfrey 
Dellins,  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Pcformed  <  Miuirh  there.  In  his  let  tor 
to  Frontenac,  Px-Homont  (diaracteriz(^s  these  two  gentlemen  as 
"  tons  <h-nx  i^cns  de  condition  <'t  (h'  merit('  pour  vous  ',tini'«|Ucr 
I'estime  que  j"ai  })(»ur  une  personm^  i^v  votre  I'ani;'." 

They  left  Albany  on  May  S,  and  arrived  at  Montreal  on  the 
TOth.  A  ])arty  consist inu  of  a  I'rench  lady.  Mmo.  Paclu^t. 
find  her  friend  or  relative,  M.  Asui',  both  nf  (Quebec,  w(n'e  on  the 
point  of  starting;-  for  home.  The  ooveriutr  of  the  city  rhereu])on 
asked  tliem  as  a  pi'i-sonal  favor  to  delay  their  joui'uey  for  a  day 
OP  two,  so  that  th(^  English  commissiom^'s  nniiht  join  them. 
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ninkini"'  the  journey  safei-  and  more  n^reeahle  for  tlie  latter. 
Altl'outi'li  for  an  important  reason  even  a  day's  delay  iiiii;lit  bo 
a  matter  of  serious  iiu-oin cnienco  and  discomfort  to  tlio  lady, 
they  consented  to  wait.  Disposing  t hcinstd vcs  an<l  ilioir  olTocts 
in  four  canoos.  tlie  travcdin^coiMiiaidons  uudoi'tool;  ilioir  \'oya!L!;o 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  (juelM-c.  and  a]i'iv<'d  there  on  .May  iM. 

So  agreeabh'  had  the  coiupanionshi])  ])ro\'ed  to  both  jiarties 
that  INInie.  Pacliot  ami  M.  Asur  both  strongly  ui'ufd  ('oh)nel 
Sclniyler  and  Mr.  Dellius  to  accept  the  hosi)italit  i<'s  of  tlieir 
own  homes  during  their  stay  in  the  Oanadian  cai)ifa1.  This  tliey 
detdined,  and  to(dv  hiduin^s  at  an  inn.  T'lUt  tins  did  not  ]ire\-eut 
their  beiuL;-  frequently  entertained  at  tlie  Pa(diot.  the  Asur,  and 
other  houses. 

At  the  hos})itable  boai-d  of  ^I.  and  ^Inie.  Pachot  the  commis- 
sioners from  New  York  were  })articnlai'ly  <leliuhted  Avith  a 
certain  dish  of  unusual  (hdicacy  to  w]ii(  h  they  weie  unaccus- 
tomed. ^J'his  vras- fresh  salmon,"  ^^  hi(  ll  wns  a  i;reat  rarity 
in  New  York."  They  could  not  refrain  from  express'n;L:.  their 
"  admiration,"  as  the  Kev.  'Sir.  Dellius  tells  us,  whereuixui  Mine. 
I'achot  very  graciously  ]iromised  to  send  tliem  some  piidcled 
salmon"  after  their  return  to  Albany. 

Not  to  be  outdone  in  courtesy  and  at  the  same  time  to  ^  indicate 
the  advantages  ]>ossessed  by  their  own  ]tro\ince  in  the  ju'aiulial 
line,  Colonel  SidiuyhM-  and  the  Domine  ])i'omised  to  send  the 
Fachots  some  of  those  marvelous  oysters  caught  in  Xe\v  York 
Harbor,  of  which  Canadians  knew  nothini;,  and  also  some  of 
those  luscious  fruits  that  came  to  New  York  from  I*>arbadoes  and 
other  ^A'est  India  islands  in  such  ^reat  abundance,  "oranges, 
lemons,  cocoannts,  and  such  like." 

Unfortunately,  the  business  tipon  which  the  comnussioners 
had  been  sent  to  Canada  compxdled  them  to  briiig  disii'ess  to  the 
very  home  \A  here  they  had  hoou  so  pleasantly  entertained.  AImmu 
six  years  before,  when  the  war  had  been  going  on  but  a  {o\y  yeai's, 
att  Enu'lish  boy  had  been  brought  captive  to  ()nebec  i)y  a  baud 
of  Indians  who  ba<i  niaile  on(^  of  those  all  toi»  fre(juent  murderous 
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assaults  upon  "a  lAace  in  New  l'^ni;lan(l  calliMl  York."  I'aicnis 
and  nearest  relatives  of  the  buy  had  all  been  niassacre<l,  bm  ln' 
was  cari'ied  capliNe  to  (Quebec.  He  was  then  ei.uht  y(  ;u's  n|  j^,-, 
a  bright  and  jtretty  (diild.  M.  Paidiet  bought  him  finii,  ih,. 
Indians,  to  be  ]»art  servant,  parr  playmate  for  his  own  cliililis-ii, 
and  now  at  the  a;;e  of  fourteen,  lk(dand  \\as  as  nnndi  lieln\ci|  ;is 
if  he  ^\■el'e  one  of  tlieir  own.  l'>iil  the  child  luid  been  sp<M-iiilly 
mentioned  in  their  instrnetions,  to  be  recovei'ed  w  ith  all  rapli\-es 
taken  durini;-  the  late  wai-.  Hence  there  was  nothini;-  to  ilo  ItuI 
to  submit  to  the  se])aration,  and  the  boy  Koland  went  b;n  k  to 
Albany  \v\ili  Schuyler  and  r)(dlius. 

A  year  ])assed  away,  and  on  June  20,  1009,  ^Ime.  Paehot  wt-oI( 
a  letter  to  J\e\.  ^Ir.  Dellius.  It  did  not  rea<di  him  at  Albany,  for 
he  was  not  there,  but  in  Enp,'land,  and  it  was  forwarded  to  him 
there.  She  beiian  with  an  a]»olo^y  foi-  not  keejiini;  her  ])romise 
about  the  jiicd-cled  salmon,  excusing  her  for^^etfulness  on  the  sad 
ground  of  a  great  grief — the  death  of  her  husband.  As  slie 
touchingly  says:  "Cette  parte  non  seulement  me  fut  oid)li<''e 
mes  amis;  mais  je  m'  essois  oublie  nn)i-meme."  r>y  means  of  some 
French  friends  in  Alliau}'  she  ]u»w  fulfilled  her  promise,  but  she 
gracefully  rallies  the  ('olon(d  and  the  DonniU'  on  their  failure  t<i 
send  the  pi'omised  oysters  and  fi'uits.  Saying  that  her  meuioi-y 
had  been  aided  by  the  recollection  of  the  journey  they  had  all 
had  together,  she  expresses  str(nig  doubts  whetlier  they  evt-r 
thought  of  it,  for  if  they  had  they,  too,  would  sui-ely  have  remem- 
bered their  i)roniise.  "Car  jo  crois  M.  Dellius  tro]»  gallant  pour 
n'avoir  parfail  i»our  moy  cerpu'  je  fait  aujoui'-d'hui  ])our  lui 
avec  tant  (r.igrement."  Then  she  coiudu<]es,  signing  and  (hating 
tlie  pretty  little  note. 

lint  even  two  hundred  years  ago  a  woman's  letter  already  ex- 
hibited its  invariable  (diaracteristic.  The  most  imjiortant  part 
of  it  was  the  postscript.  It  was  quite  as  long  as  tlu^  f(U'mer 
portion,  an<l  ^as  really  the  "  busin(\ss  end  "  in  nmre  senses  tlian 
one.  First,  it  exi)ressed  regi-et  at  not  being  ac([uainte(l  with 
Mrs.  D(dlius,  as  otlierwise  the  writer  would  assure  her  of  her 
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respects.  Next,  it  asked  Dcllins  to  be  of  whatever  servk-e  .iii.^ht 
be  reiiuired  to  the  bearer  <»f  the  h'tter.  Tliirdlv,  it  Ix'u^cd  him  to 
seud  hei*  news  of  Kohuid,  hopiiiu  that  he  iiiiuht  still  be  sent 
baek  to  her,  since  lie  had  neitliei-  pai-cnts  nor  i-elati\es,  addiiiu 
very  sweetly:  "  Je  Taiine  tousjoui's."  And  lastly  coines  a  most 
businessdike  coucdusion :  If  any  mer(  hunts  in  Albany  wnnld  lila- 
to  establish  conne(dions  with  her.  ihey  were  refcired  lo  an  a.^ent 
or  factor  who  atten<le(]  to  her  affairs,  w  hen  she  was  not  on  hand 
to  s<'e  lo  them  liersel f ;  so  that  evidently  she  was  a  I'esohit*'  little 
M-oman,  as  well  as  an  affectionate  wife  and  tender  mother,  ami 
courteonscorres])ondent.  The  style  of  her  let  ter  indicates  cult  ui  e, 
the  ajti)arent  slips  in  s]ndlini;'  beinu  acconnted  for  by  the  older 
methods  i)revalent  and  correct  two  hundred  yeais  a.uo.  Indi'ed, 
it  is  somewliat  sni-jtrisiu^'  to  lind  so  many  cases  of  the  imperfect 
teuse  terminating  in  "  ais  "  instead  of  '•  ois,"  as  was  then  the 
mode,  unless  this  be  due  t<^  the  unconst  ions  or  conscious  modern- 
izing' of  the  transcriber  of  the  recm-d. 

And  still  by  this  letter  there  hangs  a  further  tale,  ir^^ad  changes 
had  come  to  Dellius  a  Is.  within  the  year  since  the  pleasant 
Canadian  visit.  As  was  said,  the  letter  was  for\\arded  to  him  in 
England.  lie  was  there  to  defend  his  name  and  t(!  saNe  his 
property.  l>elloinont.  who  had  spoken  so  highly  of  him  to  Count 
Frontenac,  had  become  a  bitter  enemy.  Crants  of  land  obtained 
from  Governor  Fletcher,  and  for  ^\  hicli  he  had  ])aid  the  ordinary 
l)urchase  price  to  the  Indian  owners,  had  been  vacated  on  the 
charge  of  fraud.  Ami  to  justify  this  rather  severe  treatment, 
!iis  ]»rivate  character  was  further  assailed  in  various  ways.  Mine. 
l'a(  hot's  letter  was  the  innocent  cause  (d'  a  vei-y  base  slander. 
Failing  to  reach  Drdlius  at  Albany,  it  f(dl  into  th<'  hamls  of  Kev. 
]Mr.  Nuc(dla,  the  i)astor  of  the  l)ut(  h  Churidi  at  Tvingston,  X.  Y. 
rie  opene<l  and  read  it,  and  showe*!  it  to  his  wife,  w  ho  sent  it 
to  her  mother,  residing  in  London,  to  be  by  her  d(di^'(■l■ed  to  ^fr. 
Dellius.  It  would  seem  from  this  as  if  the  Kingston  nnnister  an<l 
his  Avife  meant  to  do  the  fair  and  s*[uai'e  thing  by  Doniine  Dtd- 
lius.    But  yet  it  must  be  said  that  they  oidy  knew  the  contents 
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of  the  letter.  tlicii,  diil  Itfllnmoiit  cnnic  to  iii;il<t'  out  of  ii 

the  monstrous  talc  that  it  ,i:;;v<>  {ii-o.tf  thai  Mr.  Dclliiis  luid  hue! 
improj)er  relations  witli  a  I'ronch  Canadian  woman?  NuccUa 
would  not  sho^\"  I?ellonH»nt  llic  h'ttcr;  bnt  if  snih  a  iuiu<'  and 
baseless  slandei'  was  mannfartm-cd  out  of  it  Ity  the  •^o'.ciiior, 
shall  ^\•e  dare  to  eontdmlc  tliat  the  liint  of  it  was  i-oiiNt-ycd  to 
him  by  what  the  Kingston  pastor  told  him,  (»r  must  we  afcc]»! 
the  other  disa<;reeabl(*  liorn  of  the  dih-nima,  that  rielloniom  de- 
liberately perverted  and  falsiticd  ihc  infoi-mation  he  obtained 
about  it?  Surely  nothing-  eonld  be  moi-o  (hdiuhtftil  than  the 
picture  of  the  amenities  of  colonial  life,  exhibited  by  the  letter 
and  the  circumstances  out  of  wiii(di  it  ^I'cw.  And  at  the  same 
tinu^  it  stands  forth  clear  as  the  <lay  that  the  l<'lter  could  not 
be  inter])reted  in  the  remotest  deforce  as  intimating  any  bnt  I  lie 
Diost  innocent  and  virtuous  conditions. 

Still  auotlier  bit  of  interest.  This  letter  occurs  in  a  "  Defense 
by  l)<dlins  addressed  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  the  judicatory 
of  the  Church  of  Ibdland,  under  which  stood  the  chur*li  at 
Albain',  as  did  all  those  in  the  former  Ncav  Xcthcrland  pro\  inres 
{i.e.,  New  York  and  New  Jersey).  Of  this  "  Defense  "  f(uu-  ]>ag('s 
were  discovered  by  John  IJonu\vn  Drodhcad,  when  on  his  (jnest 
after  "Documents  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  Stale 
of  New  York."  in  riolland,  in  1S41  to  1S1;^>.  The  rest  could  not 
be  found,  or  at  least  were  not  transcribed  by  him.  The  lattei- 
and  loniior  portiiui  (eight  i)ages  of  closely  written  manuscript) 
was  f(uind  by  the  TJev.  l^r.  Corwin,  historiographer  of  the  Re- 
formed l>ut(di  Churcdi  in  Ann-rica,  ann)ng  the  ar<dii\'es  of  tlw- 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  th(^  sumiuer  of  ISOT.  Tt  is  from  tlie 
transcrii»tion  <»f  this  lost  "  p(U-tion  that  the  ])resent  writer  lias 
been  enabled  to  cull  this  extremely  interesting  picture  of  lifi'  in 
the  colonial  <lays  two  hundred  yeai's  ago.  If  the  picture  has 
rather  a  somber  or  sinister  setting,  it  only  eiilianci'S  the  intimate 
view  of  individual  intercourse,  of  which  we  get  so  little  aiiii<l  ilie 
rumble  of  battle  or  tht^  clann-i-  of  (juaia'cding  kings  and  cabiimts, 
whi(di  nuikes  up  so  nnudi  of  ^^■hat  men  call  "  history." 
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